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JONES' VIEWS 



OF THE 



SEATS, MANSIONS, CASTLES, ETC. 



t.r 



NOBLEMEN AND GENTLEMEN 



ISnglanfci : 



ACCOMPANIED WITH 

HISTORICAL DESCRIPTIONS OF THE MANSIONS, LISTS OF PICTURES, 
STATUES, &c. AND GENEALOGICAL SKETCHES OF THE 
FAMILIES, OF THEIR POSSESSORS; 

rOIIMIKO PA»T or THE GENERAL tKKIU Of 

JONES' GREAT BRITAIN ILLUSTRATED, 

AKD COMPRISED IN THE COUNTIES FOLLOWINO, VIZ: 



BEDFORDSHIRE 
BERKSHIRE 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
CHESHIRE 



DERBYSHIRE 
DURHAM 
HERTFORDSHIRE 
HUNTINGDONSHIRE 



CUMBERLAND I KENT 



LANCASHIRE 
LEICESTERSHIRE 
LINCOLNSHIRE 
NORFOLK 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 



LONDON: 

JONES & CO., TEMPLE OF THE MUSES, FINSBURY SQUARE. 
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LIST OF NOBLEMEN AND GENTLEMEN'S SEATS. 



Parkins, Etq. 



Lnton Ho© . . . 

Do. .N.E. View. 

Woburn Abbey Dakr of Bedford. 

Do. 

Hkrkmiiicf. 

Aide rmanstnn House . . • . IVm. t ongrere. Eta. 

■ Hamilton Hark .Sir /•". Syket, Hart. 

Heaumont Lodge I'xruHai Athhrnok. 

ItiirMand House ' iuirlrt Courtenay, Em). 

Krulefold House /;. It. De Beauroir, Eta. 

I iolrue Hark Robt. Palmer, Esq. MP. 

St Leonard's Hill Ear) of Harcourt. 

Shotteiibroiike House i. Vantittart, Eta. 

Silwood Park tieorge Simpson, Eta, 

Snnniog-Hill Park (.'. //. Crutckley, Esq. 

Hi rkixiiMnsmsr.. 

- Dome) Court Sir C H Palmer, Bart. 

- Faw ley Court S. Freeman, Etq. 

tangle) Hark StrR. B. Harrcy, Bart. 

Stowe House D«/U <j/' Ik^ka. 

Do. ad View. 
Weston .S'ir <7. TArwtmarioa. 

(ict sun: r. 

- Raton Hull BiW C 

Do. 8.E. View. 

- Hatbcrton Lodge lokn TnyuuW. 

Lyme Hall I ho. Uigh, Etq. M P. 

Do. North Front ...... 

Marbury Hall J. Smith -Harry, Eta 

Kode Hall R-adfr Hilbraham, Etq. 

Somerford- Booths Hall ....<*. .Vavirahm, Ew 
f i Mitrm and. 

• Corby Castle Henry Howard, Km 

Skirsgill Hugh .- 

DtRRNHHiar.. 
Barlborough Hall CM. itafc*, Eao;. 

- Chatsworth Duke of Devonshire. 

Doveridge Mouse '. L<wd Wuterpark. 

• ElraatOD Hall Earl of Harrington. 

Kedlestnn I*rd Scandal*. 

Markeauin Hall Fraud* Mumly, Eta. 

, . Earl of (Jnntmd. 

, Hall Sir II. Fitxherberl. 

Durham. 

Brancrpeth Castle M. Raw/, Eta. M P. 

Hilton CaMle Earlaf Slrnthmore. 

l-ainbton Hall Lord Durham. 

Lumlry Castle Earl of Scarborough. 

Kaby Castle Earl of Darlington. 

Wilton Castle Colmel Ckaytors. 

HtRTroRDsniar.. 

Beechwood Park Sir J. S. Sebright. 

< ashiobury Earl of Ettrx. 

Colney Horn* Harru* Haddon, Eta. 

Gorhambury Earl of Vmitam. 

Gubbin* .Thomat Kemltle, Etq. 

Hatfield House Marqnit of Salisbury. 

Hunadon House NuhMton Calrrrt, Eta. 

Knebworth House Mrs BuUetr Lytlon. 

.Rt. Willi ims, Esq. MP. 

rr Earl Cowper. 

.Mrs. Millet. 
Tewin Water Mrary Cowper, Etq. 

Connington Castle John Heathcote, Etq. 

Hinchiobrook Earl of Sandwich. 

Kent. 

Cobhara Hall Earl of Damley, 

.Capl Urydrt Barrrtl. 



Lee Priory 
Do. S.W. View 
I-eed* Castle 



.F. W. Martin, Etq. 



Lancashire. 

Allerton Hall Jamrt W Matty, Etq. 

Childwall Hall Marquis of Salisbury 

CroUeth Hull Earl of S'H«n. 

Hale Hall J. Bbukbume, En*. 

Heaton House Karl of Wilton. 

loceBlundell I harlrt Blundelt. f:«j. 

Know »ley Hark Earl a/' Derby. 

D«>. West Front. 
Lathom House Lard Skilmertdfle. 

Do. General View. 

Stand ish Hull Charles Sttmlith, Kw. 

Thurnham Hall John Dalian, Eta. 

LucTSTEKSHIRt. 

HaCUmve Hall F.diryn Rnrnaby. E>j. 

Brlvoir ( usile Dukt oi Rutland. 

Do. t.eneral \ iew. 
Carlb.0 Curlirn Hall . . . .Sir. I. M. Palmer, Ha t. 

Cole Orton Hall .Sir t i . II . Itranaumt . lit. 

Donniogtun Hall Mur^kit of H-ntintn. 

Lajifrton Hall Krr. Jamrt Ord. 

Uiwenby Hall, twu »u-»», ..S'ii F <>'. Fan-kt, U vt. 

Hrealwoid Hull ..A.I- Paikr, t'.<y. 

Whatton Huuw Edwaid Dawson, F.t). 

Wistow il.ll Sir H. Hallord, Ha.l. 

LlNC'uL<lbHIRE. 

Bclton House F.arl Brnumlaw. 

Drnbin Montr Sir W. E. \V titty, Bail 

Urimsthorpe Castle Lord (Itrydir. 

Irnbam Hall Lord Clifford. 

NoRIOL*. 

Blirklinir Hall Lord Suffittd. 

Do. 2d View. 

Houghton Hall MarquisofCholmondtley 

Kimbrrley Hall Lard WodehoHtt. 

C)jbur K li Hall .Vir «. Btdingftld, Bt. 

Thursford Hall .Sir C. Chad, Bart. 

N..RTIIAMPTOXSIIIRE. 

Althorv* Earl Spmttr. 

Do. 2d View. 

Aurlhoroe Hall Etui of Wettmorttund, 

Aynho W. R. tarltrright, Efj. 

Rouithtun Hovse Duehrit *f Bncetrugh. 

Kurlel^li Hum Mar a «is of Fitter. 

Do. S.W. View. 

Carlton Hall .S'ir H. Palmer, Bart. 

Castle Aahby Marquis of \ortkampton 

Deenc Hark Earl of < ardigan. 

Delnpr* Abbey Edw. lUmrerie, Esq. 

Drayton House Dukt of Dorset. 

Farminic Woods Ladies Filzpatruk. 

Glendun Hall John Booth, Etq. 

Harlestone .Robert Andrew, Esq. 

Morton Houae .Sir Robe, fiunmng, Bt. 

Kirby Hall Earl a) Wktehiltea, 

Do. Stl View. 

Laxton Hall G. F. Ertms, Esq. 

Milton Abbey Viscount MUtmt. 

Norton Hall Mrs B. BoxfUld. 

Oakley .Sir K. « De Capell Brooke, Bt. 

Rockingham Ca»tle Lard Sondes. 

Ruahlon Hall, East Front. Hon. Mrs MtdlytoU. 
Do. S.W. View. 

WakeSrld Lodge Duke of Graft on. 

Welton Place J P Clarke, Esq. 

Wicken Park Lord (Tuts. Ftttray. 



The Binder u requested to place as many Counties in the t'olnme at art c 



crated i«i the 



List. 
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THE SEAT OF 

JOHN CRICHTON STUART, 

MARQUESS OF BUTE. 



This splendid Mansion owes iU magnificence to John, third Earl of Bute, whose 
celebrity in the annals of George II. and III. is well known: in 1702, when he had 
attained to the summit of his political power, he purchased the unfinished Mansion of 
Sir Robert Napier, and soon afterwards resolved upon making a grand addition, in 
which the genius of R. Adam, whom he patronized, should have its fullest scope, 
uncontrolled by any consideration of expense. At the same time, Shelburne House 
was rising from its foundation, upon a plan of the same architect. Popular clamour 
was then so vehement, that the Earl of Bute was induced to sell his intended 
London residence to Lord Shelburne ; and the vast designs at Luton were sus- 
pended, in their full extent. What had been begun was then completely finished ; 
and Adam has transferred to England the splendours of the Palace of Dioclesiau 
at Spalatro, which he has so ably elucidated. 

Those who attributed the payment of the large sum required for both these 
sumptuous buildings to his command of the public purse, were injurious in their 
censures, not considering that, after the deatii of Mr. Wortley, the Earl of Bute 
enjoyed an estate of at least £20,000 a year, in right of his Countess. In conse- 
quence of these unpleasant observations, which were not unfrequently obtruded ou 
his ear, Luton-Hoo, with its splendid embellishments, was no longer submitted to 
public inspection, and was seen only by special favour ; and accordingly, notwith- 
standing a liberal permission given by the late noble possessor, has been very 
rarely visited, even by connoiseurs. Among the grand apartments, the ceilings of 
which are ornamented with the best efforts of the pencil of Cipriani, the Library, 
where the luxuries of taste are carried to the highest degree of excellence, demands 
our particular attention ; it is the chef d'auvre of Adam. It was built in 1767, and 
consists of live apartments, the total extent of which is 144 feet, and is calculated 
to contain 26,000 volumes. The height of each room to the cornice is nineteen 
feet, and the book-cases, of mahogany with gilt-wire lattices, are half that elevation ; 
and above them are arranged some of the largest and most valuable of the pictures. 
The books are easily accessible, and in each division of the book-cases there are 
about nine rows on an average, and eighteen books in a row : folio volumes are 
placed at top and bottom, tben quartos, and lastly octavos, in the middle ; which 
mode has been found to include the greatest number within the same space. 

At the foot of the book-cases is placed a single step, which opening, forms boxes 
for maps on rollers; and before them are tables covered with green cloth, upon 
which are placed beautiful models in cork, of Greek and Roman architecture ; the 
Tables are wired in front, and contain large port-folios of prints and drawings, 
atlases, plans, and elevations. The Rooms at cither end have folding doors, by which 
they are rendered distinct from each other, but the centre Room has an Arcade 
of Ionic Pillars, supporting an architrave which crosses the arch at its springing. 

Of the books it is needless to speak in praise, as their extreme rarity, and the 
excellence of the editions, are sufficiently known to all bibliographers. A more 
splendid temple of the Muses is no where seen. 

The Apartments are adorned with a large collection of pictures, many of which 
were purchased by the Earl of Bute, when prime minister, to which great addi- 
tions were made by the late noble Marquess. An elegant critic has given the 
principal in the following 

11 tut of Dtrturo at ILuton^oo. 



Madonna, Bambino, and Cheruks: KaffatU*., .St 
French ; Madonna and Bambino ; Assumption ; 
Holy Family with St. Locia : Tht CW«... 
Funeral of a Young Man; Assumption of the 
Virgin : Gruremt.. . Venus and Cupid ; Daedalus 
and Icarus; Venus and Cupid : Caufo... Virgin 
reposing on a Cloud ; Virgin asleep, tbe Child 
embracing her, (small, but exquisite ;) Corrorw. 
• .Mercury acquainting Vulcan with tbe infid 



Catherine: P. Vrrenrnr. . .Tht- same Subject ; 
Ptrmegianino... Holy Family: SdMrnCRe- 
poso in Egypt: Bear. Gorv/afe. . . Bambino asleep 
with the Madonna ; Assumption of the Virgin 
(on Marble): Murilii*.. .Venus and Neptune: 
Lmea Gitdmn.. .MairUge of St. Catherine: 
Purmttjiimo.. .Holy Family : Bmmcki*.. .Adora- 
tion of tho Magi: Atoms.. .Miuionna and Bam- 
bino asleep: Eliz. Sinai... Juno distributing 
lity of Venus: Andrtvs Sureftt... Marriage of St. ' Gold: IW«rrtf....Holy Family : Vamri... 
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PICTURES AT LITON-HOO CONTINUED. 



Wounds Solder: Salr. /foot... Holy Family: 
A. del &rr/»... Venus reposing in a Dressing- 
Room : Tilum... Holy Family. Fmn the repe- 
tition of this subject, the I'ainter was railed 
bjr hi* contemporaries, " Car Lut ein Drill' Ma- 
donnine:" Carlo Slaratti .. Christ end the Cen- 
turion : P. Bardanr. 

Landscapes, Battix Piecis, tic. 
Rocks and Cascade : ftxuxW.. .Landscape ; Com- 
panion: Ham da Tinli.. .Two Landscapes, very 
large; Four others, Companions; these were 
procured for the Earl of Bute by Mr. Smith, 
Consal at Venice, as those for the king, now 
At Windsor: Zuccorclli,. . Lundscnpc : Tempettn. 
. .Two Landscapes : Bitiri.. .Two Views among 
the Alp* : Uockacri and Lingtlbtic A . . View in u 
Thick Forest: Vmdtr flaxen.. . View ou the 
Maes: f •»»-... View of the Tiber: Otvtwie... 
View near Marino; Ditto near the Lake of 
Narni; Ditto on the Aonio near Yicovaro: Sick. 
Poauia. — Landscape ; Seaport : Itmrn Yecchia. 
Landscape — Winter Scene: Hergkem.. .Views 
in the Alps ; figures by Tmirr* : FaaoV Yttilc. 
. . Battle of Solebay, painted for Kins J nines I !• : 
HacAurrf,. .Doors in a Village curousing : Te- 
uiers... Battle Piece : Finsifrr MtuU ».. . A Tootli- 
drswer; Botcher with attendants: Victor... 
Madonna and Bambino, with St. John offrring 
fruit and flowers: Itatenkumtr and Vetret 
Breughel. ..Butch Boor and Milknutid : Fir- 
Mi?.. .Connoisseurs in the Gallery of a Vir- 
tuoso ; Companion, with Pictures, Shells, etc. : 
tlirwjtre most curiously finished : Old J. B. 

Portrait*. 

Himself as Orpheus, surrounded with beasts : 
f'nvp...A laughing Boy; An Artist, one of his 
Scholars ; His Wife (Helena Furmann) and 
Child with himself, in a Fruit Market ; Slag- 
hunting;. ■ Himself and oilier Portraits. Ani- 
mals by De Hcusck, Tcry large, in the same 
style and of equal dimensions with the celebrated 
Boar-hunting nt Corsham: P. V. Ueubent... 
Adoration of the Magi ; Judgment and Punish- 



meut of Midas ; Mary Magdalen wanning Jesus' 
Feet ; all the Figures are Portraits ; Diogenes 
searching for an honest Man ; Jordaens, as Dio- 
genes, finds Rubens : RnifJuand Jordarm. — Ant. 
firiniani, Doge of Venice ; Hernando Cortez : 
Titian.. .His Son: Itrmbmdt.. . I'ope Innocent 
X. (Pamall) : Vciuup^z.. .Sir W. Howard, K.B. 
when young, afterwards the unfortunate V ta . 
count StAuurd, beheaded 16H© ; from the Arun- 
del Collection: Yandyck.. .Children of King 
Charles I.: Old Stave . .. Ben Jomvon ; Mrs. 
.lane Lane, who conducted Charles II. after 
his Escape from the Battle of Worcester : J>o*- 
S0M...Pym, treton, well-known Republicans: 
It'ii/fccr. . . Pensionary De Wit; His Sister: 
Cera. Juiim.. . IWlu-»s of Montespan : Bmghtl. 
. .Herself : Mrs. Becl,:. .John, Fjirl of Bute, as 
Prime Minister, receiving a Despatch from his 
Secretary, Charles Junkinsnn. afterwards Earl 
of Liverpool; this is one of Sir Joshua's early 
Pirtures, and is singularly curious for the cha- 
racter displayed in both the Portraits ; John, 
Karl of Bute, in his liohes of the Garter, full 
length ; Mary, Countess of Bute, Duughtcr of 
Edward Wortley Montagu, Esq. and the justly 
celebrated Lady Mary, full length ; Charles 
James Fo\, in early life; Dr. Armstrong, the 
Poet: Sir J. Heynrt'dt.. .The Princess Dowager 
of Wales, whole length, presented by Her Royal 
Highness to the Earl of Bute: A. Ramsay... 
Lady M. Pierrcpoint, as a Shepherdess sitting 
under a tree, miniature: f 'i«A-sotra.. . Lady M. 
Wortley Montagu, reclining in a Turkish cos- 
tume ; printed for Pope, but it is uncertain If 
it ever came into his possession: C. " 
Coronation of Louis XIV. at I 



Margaret, Queen of Scots, daughter of King Henry 
VII., from whom the present Royal Family are 
lineally descended : she is represented as offer- 
ing her hand in a dance to Archibald Douglas, 
her second husband. This curious picture was 
purchased out of the Arundel Collection.— See 
W'alpule't Anrcdetes, Stc. 



The admirers of ihc Flemish and Dutch schools will hare, the highest gratification 
in inspecting a collection of their works, with which the upper apartments are 
replenished, and which has certainly no rival in England. 

Dr. Johnson, after visiting Luton Hoo with Hoswcll, said, «' This is one of the 
places 1 do not regret Lining come to see. It is a very stately place indeed ; in the 
House, magnificence is not sacrificed to convenience, nor convenience to magnifi- 
cence. The Library is very splendid, the dignity of the rooms is very great, and the 
quantity of pictures is beyond expectation — beyond hope." — Iiosweli's Life of Johnson. 

In the Old Chapel is preserved a beautifully carved wainscot skreen, which had 
been removed to Luton by the Napier family, from Tyttenhanger, in Hertfordshire, 
and which we have noticed in our description of that place. 

The situation of I.uton-Hoo is elevated, and at the edge of the Bedfordshire 
Downs, about two miles from Luton, in the midst of a well-wooded park, which has 
been greatly improved under the direction of its recent proprietors. The river 
Lea, which meanders through it, has been formed into a noble Lake at the bottom 
of the eminence on which the House is seated ; the width of this expanse of water, 
its islands, and the numerous plantations with which it is diversified, present an 
agreeable view. 

In a path leading through a fine valley, is a plain Tuscan column; on the pedestal 
is an inscription, " In Memory of Mb. Francis Napikr." 

From this point the breaks through the woods, the hollow dales, and the groups 
of fine beech-trees which on every side appear, form a most interesting prospect to 
the admirers of the picturesque. 

(This Account it principally derived from the Gentleman's Magazine for 1817.) 
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TUB SKAT OF 

JOHN RUSSELL, DUKE OF BEDFORD. 



Wobcrn Abbey was founded in 1145, by Hugh dc Bolebcc, a powerful Baron, 
for Monks of the Cistercian order, at the instigation of the Abbot of Fountains. 
The monastery and revenues, in 1547, were granted by King Edward VI. to John, 
Lord Russell, who was soon after created Earl of Bedford by the same prince, and 
it has remained in the possession of that family ever since. The building haw 
experienced many considerable alterations, but particularly under the direction 
of the late noble owner, to whom the Mansion owes its present appearance, 
from the designs of Mr. Holland. The principal front is of the Ionic order, 
with rustic basement ; the offices, which also were erected under the direction 
of the late Duke, form two magnificent, but plain bnildings, at a small distance 
from the Mansion. This noble pile is celebrated for its extensive collections 
of Paintings, of which we are enabled to give an accurate list, with the measure- 
ment of each picture within the frame. 

The Park is surrounded by a wall eight feet in height ; it is large, and finely 
diversified; abounding with wood, it affords many delightful prospects of 
forest scenery, and the detached pieces of water arc united so as to form a 
sufficient expanse, bounded by flourishing plantations. On the south side of 
the Mansion, a covered way, or piazza, leads to the Green-house, which is 
about 140 feet in length, containing a great variety of valuable plants : but 
what renders it peculiarly interesting to the connoisseur, is the Lanti Vase, 
brought from Rome by Lord Cawdor, one of the most noble specimens of 
antique decoration of the kind yet discovered ; it is of the Lotus form, and was 
most probably consecrated to Bacchus, as may be concluded from the finely 
sculptured Bacchanalian masks upon it. Here are also some excellent statues, 
particularly an Apollo, a group of Cupid and Psyche, and two figures of Venus 
in different positions. From the east end of this building, the piazza continues 
nearly a quarter of a mile in length to the dairy, built in the Chinese style. 
Its situation is cool, shady, and pleasant, and the utensils with which it is 
furnished, are of elegant workmanship. 

In the Garden is a fine Bust of the late Charles James Fox, on a pedestal, 
containing an inscription by the late Duchess of Devonshire. The extensive 
domain is peculiarly characterized by the commodious farms which surround 
it; but to particularize the perfection to which agriculture has been brought, 
and the patriotic endeavours exerted in its diffusion, by the noble possessors of 
Woburn, requires a space incompatible with the tendency of this work ; we 
hasten to enumerate its splendid pictures. 



a tfomplttt Catalogue of t*r Victuro. toitD DifpMthon an* $.jt\ 
as plan* at tilooum aofirp. 1819. 



INDIAN SILK ROOM, (Noeth Feokt, P«ikcip*l Flooe.) 

Ft. In. KL to. 

A Fruit Piece, over the Chimney. Snyden 3 8] by 3 6 

INDIAN PAPER ROOM, (Nokiu Fbokt.) 

A Game Piece, over the Chimney 3 10] — 3 8 

FRENCH BED ROOM. 

Landscape over Chimney 40 — 46 

Dilto, ovtr East Door 34—36 

Ditto, over West Door 34—36 

FRENCH DRESSING ROOM, 16 Feet 6 Inches long, 15 Feet 3 Inches wide, and 14 Feet h.gh. 

Landscape over Chimney 40—40 

Ditto, over West Door 34—36 

Ditto, over East Door 34—36 

Portrait of Caroline, Duchess of Marlborough 33—41 

Ditto, Gertrude, Duchess of Bedford 33—41 

Ditto, Francis, Marquess of Tavistock 33—41 

BILLIARD ROOM, 21 F«it 3 Indies long, 27 Feet wide, and 15 Faet 10 lncl.es high. 

On the Korth Side. 

Inside of a Hall.— Van Dcltn 111—14 

A Landscape. — Everdingen . . 2 1, — 2 1 

Ditto.— Pynaker 16—12 

Ditto, Willi a Bridge, hc—Ruytdael 30—23 

7>ui picture eame 'from \l. de Calonne's collection. 

Ditto, with Cattle, tec.— Isaac Ottade 3 2 J — 2 7] 

A Landscape.— J. Linpleback 1 8] — 1 3] 

The Sea Coast, with a Beacon, &c. — Wouvermani 28 — 19 

A Dutch Cottage, in manner of Brouwer. — Tenters 2 4] — 1 4] 

On the East Side. 

A Portrait of A Coyp.— & ipse 2 3—211 

A Sea Piece. — Bnchhuyten 2 0—1 5] 

A Landscape— G. Poutsin 16—12 

A Madonna and Child. — Afarillo 2 6—34 

From M. dt Cutannc't eoUtttion. 

A Landscape. — Both 2 1] — 1 <>] 

Ditto, with Ruins, ttc—Ruftdael 19—16] 

TV Virgin teaching the infant Jesus to read.— Schedoni 0 8 — 0 10 

A Portrait of Descartes. — Philip de Champagne 24-210 



On the South Side. 

The Flemish Priie Ox.— A. Cttyp 25—1 6 

A Flemish Merry-making. — Tenter* 35] — 26 

Inside of a Church.— Peter Kieft 13— 010 

A Landscape, a copy from O. Pousnn 34 — 40 

The original in the Collection of the Marquess of Stafford. 

Lions.— Ruben* 2 4] — 1 11] 

Flemish Twelfth-day Feast.— Jon Steen 3 11 — 2 1] 

A Stable, with a Horse, kc.—A. Cuyp 1 3]— Oil] 

A Portrait of Lady Coventry. — Oavin Hamilton 2 1] — 2 6| 

INNER DRAWING ROOM, 22 Feet long, 19 Feet 10 Inches wide, and 15 Feet 10 Indies high. 

North Side. 

A Landscape. — Claude, (pertiaos^a copy) 37 — 211 



View of a Cavern.— Salvator Rota 17—22 

A Gallery of Pictures and Sculpture.— Tenters 43—32 

A Romantic Scene.— Salvator Rota 17—22 
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KutfUanfc, Ecrfcofnrc; 

TUB SKAT OF 

CHARLES COURTENAY, ESQ. 



The Manor of Buckland was, in 1227, the property of Hugh de Bocland, 
cither son or grandson of Hugh de Bocland, the Chief Justice of England; 
h is grand-daughter Matilda brought it in marriage to William d' Averenches, 
a Norman Baron : about 13/6, it became the property of Sir Thomas Besils, 
being descended from a daughter of John d' Averenches, son of William and 
Matilda, and continued iu their family till 1425. Thomas Chaucer, son of the 
poet, was possessed of it in 1436; his daughter, Alice, brought it in marriage 
to William de la Pole, Duke of Suffolk. Upon the attainder of Edmund de la 
Pole, Earl of Suffolk, king Henry the Eighth granted it to his favourite, Sir 
Charles Brandon, whom he created Duke of Suffolk : in 1535, the Duke gave it 
back to the King in exchange, under an act of parliament. In 1545, it became 
the property of the family of Yate, by purchase. Edward Yale, the fourth in 
descent of the Yates of Buckland, was created a Baronet in 1622. 

This manor continued in the family of the Yates till 1690, when, on the 
death of Sir John Yate, it devolved to Sir Robert Throckmorton, Bart, of 
Coughton, in Warwickshire, who had married Mary, daughter of Sir Charles 
Yate, sister and heiress to Sir John Yate, and has continued in the family of 
Throckmorton to this day. This Sir Robert Throckmorton died in 1/21. It 
may be remarked, that the Yates were Catholics, and that the Throckmortons 
have uniformly adhered to the same principles. 

The present proprietor is the younger brother of Sir George Throckmorton, 
Bart, who succeeded to the title on the death of his brother, Sir John Throck- 
morton, in 1819. He assumes the name of Courtenay by grant of his late 
Majesty, in right of his mother, who was heiress to John Courtenay, Esq. of 
West Molland in the county of Devon. 

The house was built in 1757* by Sir Robert Throckmorton, Bart, son of the 
above Sir Robert, and grandfather to the present proprietor, from the designs, 
and under the immediate direction, of John Wood, Esq. of Bath. The Dining- 
room, Library, and Chapel, arc handsome rooms; the former, with the 
Drawing-room, contains some valuable pictures of the old school ; the ceiling 
of the Library, painted by Cypriani, is much admired ; the Pleasure-grounds 
are laid out with great taste. 

Buckland is situated a little to the north of the road leading from Oxford 
to Faringdon; about four miles from the latter, and fourteen from the 
former. 
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THB SKAT OF 

WILLIAM CONGREVE, ESQ. 



The little town of Aldennanston lies on the southern border of the county of Berks, 
adjoining to Hampshire, not far from the Roman town of Silchester, in the-latter 
county. The Manor of this place, before the Conquest, was a part of the possessions 
of Earl Harold, and was afterwards in the King's hands, till Henry 1. granted it, 
about the year 1100, with six others in this county, to Robert Achard. A 
confirmation of the grant is still preserved at Aldennanston. 

Sir Humphrey Forster, Bart., and his wife, Anne, daughter of Sir William 
Kingsmill, of Sidmonton, in Hants, built in 1636 the large family mansion now 
remaining in its original state, as appears by the inscription over the door-ways of the 
principal front. It is a brick building, with a bold blocked cornice, having two doors 
in the principal front, adorned with twisted columns. The interior, however, claims 
more particular notice. A passage, similar to the screens in more ancient houses 
and colleges, leads into a Urge well-proportioned Hall, of an oblong form, two 
stories high, having a handsome spacious gallery entirely ronnd it. In most of the 
windows throughout the house are impaled the arms of the ancestry of the family 
from an early period. The Dining-room is large and handsome, with one of those 
ponderous chimney-pieces so characteristic of the age in which it was built. The 
great Drawing-room is over the dining-room, and more richly ornamented with 
carving and gilding ; the chimney-pieces of both reaching nearly to the ceilings. 
However little we might admire those kinds of ornaments, if they were now first 
erected, they gain a venerable effect from time, which, by the associations of the 
fancy, give infinite delight to the contemplative mind. The Staircase affords a 
specimen of rich internal decoration, indicative of domestic grandeur. All the 
other rooms, which are many and spacious, are after the same fashion : those in the 
back front look into an avenue in the Park, which has been considerably enlarged, 
and surrounded with an entire new paling by the present proprietor, who has also 
had the mansion thoroughly repaired, but without in any degree altering the 
original style of the building. The Park now Consists ot about 750 acres, and 
contains many very venerable oaks, several of them more than "20 feet in girth, 
probably coeval with the original grant of the manor by Henry 1. Close adjoining 
to the mansion is the parish Church, with a spire of wood ; its appearance is vener- 
able and picturesque ; it is shewn in our Plate. 

Sir Humphrey Forster lived to be aged, being alive in 1061. His son. William, 
died before him, having married Elisabeth, only child of Sir John Tyrrell, of 
Herons, in Essex, (by his first wife,) by whom he had three sons, of whom two 
died without issue, before their mother; and one daughter, married toWilliam Pert, 
Esq., of Essex. Sir Humphrey, the eldest son. married Judith, eldest daughter 
and co-heir of Sir Humphrey Winch, of Hawnes, Bart., by whom he had several 
children, who all died in their father's life-time; and thus the baronetage of 
AMemtanston became extinct This estate then went to his niece, Elisabeth, 
who married William Forster, Esq., of Bamburgh Castle, in Northumberland, but 
be dying without issue, in 1700, she re-married William, third Lord Stawel, who, 
possessing this seat in right of her, frequently made it his residence. He died in 
1742, (she surviving him till 1748,) leaving issne an only child, Charlotte, who 
married, in 1752, Ralph Congreve, Esq., and brought the estate to him. Mr. 
Congreve was the only son of Colonel Ralph Congreve, Lieutenant Governor of 
the Garrison of Gibraltar, who was a younger brother of Jrhn Congreve, Esq , of 
Congreve, in the county of Stafford, a family, (according to Dr. Johnston, in his 
Lives of the Poets,) " of so great antiquity, that it claims a place among the few 
that extend their line beyond the Norman Conquest." Mrs. Congreve dying in 
1762, without issue, gave the whole of her estates to her husband, absolutely ; and 
he, by his will, settled them on the elder branch of his own family. 

The Rooms arc adorned with numerous family Portraits, and others ; many of them 
by the first artists. 
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THE SKAT OF THE 

EARL OF HARCOURT. 



This most delightful summer retreat is situated on the summit of the hill of 
that name on Windsor Forest, environed with venerable oaks and majestic 
beeches ; and commands a prospect comprehending all the fine ohjecta in its 
vicinity, and a vast circumference of view into the adjacent counties. To this 
beautiful spot the celebrated statesman, William Pitt, afterwards Earl of 
Chatham, is said to have occasionally retired during the time he was Secretary 
at War ; but the principal part of the present House was erected by the 
Countess Dowager of Waldcgravc, under the direction of Mr. Thomas Sandby. 
This portion, the apartments in which are both spacious and handsome, is 
connected with the original building by a Vestibule enriched with columns 
and other decorations of the Doric order. After the marriage of the Countess 
with the Duke of Gloucester, the House was usually styled Gloucester Lodge. 
In 1/81, His Royal Highness, who had been at some expense in embellishing 
the Grounds with plantations, &c, sold the whole to John Macnamara, Esq., 
who never resided here; and of him it was purchased, in March, 1/K3, by the 
present noble proprietor, then the Honourable General Harcourt. The 
Pleasure Grounds, possessing a great variety of surface, are beautifully disposed 
into Lawns and Shrubberies j and every part affords views of a great extent of 
country : Windsor Castle is a prominent object, and it has been observed, that 
that majestic pile is seen to greater advantage from St. Leonard's Hill than 
from any other point of view. The whole demesne has been very greatly 
improved, under the direction of the Earl and Countess of Harcourt. 

In 1717> some antiquities were discovered under a stone upon this hill, 
consisting of a variety of cobs, a spear head, and an antique lamp ; the latter 
was presented to the Society of Antiquaries by Sir Hans Sloane, who had 
purchased it$ and it was considered sufficiently curious to be adopted as their 
badge, on the common seal of that learned body. Though it is not certain 
these antiquities are Roman, it gave rise to the idea, that the hill was the site 
of a Roman encampment, which was strengthened by a discovery, in 1 7--"»» of 
many coins of Vespasian, Trajan, and of the lower empire ; these were purchased 
by the Society of Antiquaries, and added to their collection. 

A tradition is handed down, that a hermit selected this spot for his retirement, 
which he dedicated to Saint Leonard, the tutelar Saint of Windsor Forest and 
its purlieus ; in corroboration of which it may be mentioned, that a field just 
below the House is still called the Hermitage Field. Within it was a Well, 
long known by the name of the Hermit's Well : this is now filled up. 

The accompanying view is taken from a point in Windsor Forest which was 
politely pointed out by the Countess of Harcourt. This view (which shews 
but little of the building) gives, perhaps, the best idea of its beautiful situation ; 
shewing, at the same time, the Town and Castle of Windsor, with the sur- 
rounding Country. 
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THB SBAT OF 



VISCOUNT ASHBROOK. 



This Seat, possessing such superior advantages of situation, on the banks of 
the noble Thames, and contiguous to the Castle of Windsor, with its Park and 
Forest, was originally built by Henry Frederick Thynne, Esq. (an ancestor of 
the present Marquess of Bath) in the beginning of the last century. 

The Duchess of Kent next possessed it, of whom it was purchased, about the 
year 1750, by the Duke of Roxburgh, for his son the Marquess of Bowmont, 
whence it seems to have acquired its present name ; in Rocque's map it is 
called Bou rnon Lodge. It was subsequently the residence of his Royal Highness 
the late Duke of Cumberland — and also of the late Lord Mulgrave. 

The celebrated Warren Hastings, Governor-General of Bengal, we believe, 
then succeeded : he sold it to Henry Griffiths, Esq., who pulled down the old 
structure, except a part of the west wing, and erected the present mansion, which 
exhibits a new order of architecture, invented by Mr. Henry Emlyn, an archi- 
tect of Windsor. It is in allusion to, and is embellished with ornaments sug- 
gested by, the insignia of the most noble Order of the Garter. The Corridor 
consists of columns thirty-six feet eight inches high, in imitation of twin trees; 
in the cleft between the stems, instead of the protuberant bark, the shield of a 
knight is introduced, which, together with the base, iB of Portland stone. The 
capitals are of Coade's artificial material, and are formed of a resemblance of the 
plumage of the cap worn by the Knights of the Garter, having Ionic volutes 
interwoven together in the front, with the star of the Order between them. In 
the metopes are placed the George and Collar; and in the continued frieze, other 
symbolical ornaments, as naval and military trophies, form the embellishments 
of Mr. Emlyn's invention here introduced — and having certainly novelty of com- 
position to recommend it : but, in the fulness of our admiration of the classic or 
gothic styles, we venture to hope that " The British Order" as it has been vainly 
denominated, will never be referred to as a criterion of onr national taste. 

The Mansion, the situation of which will always render it a desirable resi- 
dence, was purchased by the present Viscount Ashbrook, about 1805. 

The pleasure grounds consist of upwards of one hundred acres, rising in an 
easy ascent from the banks of the river, to an ornamented upland, comprehend- 
ing a walk of nearly two miles ; part of it is a fine winding terrace, to which is 
unfolded a prospect of great variety, beauty, and interest — the principal fea- 
ture consisting of the stately towers of Windsor castle, with a fine range of wood, 
stretching on to the forest. St. Leonard's Hill, the seat of the Earl of Harcourt, 
is also seen. In the foreground, the windings of the majestic river Thames, 
and the vale through which it flows ; and in the distance, the most lofty edifices 
of the great metropolis may be discerned. 

Beaumont Lodge stands in the parish of Old Windsor, the church of which is 
very romant ic ; it is approached by an avenue of majestic elms. In the church- 
yard many larches grow, besides an exceedingly fine yew-tree. 

The Family of the present noble proprietor were formerly w«ted in Rutlandshire : William Flore, 
of Oakhiira, Esq. was Sheriff of that county, 10th of Rich. II.: the estate there was cold In the reign 
of Uuern Elizabeth, when George Flower, embracing a military life, became an active and brerc offi- 
cer against the rebels in Ireland, and by that Queen was knighted, and made Governor and Constable 
of the Fort of Wntcrford, in 1027. Hia immediate descendant, William Flower, of Burrow, in the 
county of Kilkenny. Esq. was raised to the peerage in ITSJ, by the title of Baron of Castle Burrow : 
he died in 1710, and his son Henry was advanced to the title of Viscount Ashbrook, Sept. 10. 1751. 

Tbe present nobleman is the fourth Viscount, he succeeded his brother William in I SOS ; he leads 
a life of domestic retirement, and is considered to possess considerable taste, ha\in£ formed a cabinet 
of coins and medals at a considerable expense, and collected various articles of virtu. In early life his 
lordship held a commission in the army, and served ia Egypt : he married first Deborah Susanna, 
only daughter and heiress of the Rev. W. M. Friend, who died March *5, 1810, leaving issue an only 
sou, Henry. His Lordship married, secondly, July 1812, Emily Theophila, eldest daughter of the late 
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THK SKAT OV 

SIR FRANCIS SYKES, BART. 



The Estate at Basildon, in Beading Hundred, formerly belonged to the family of 
Vane or Fane, and was the principal residence of Charles, Viscount Fane, son 
and heir of Sir Francis Fane, K. B,, third son of Francis, first Earl of Westmore- 
land, of that race. Charles Fane, Esq. of Casildon, was appointed of the Privy 
Council to King George 1. in 1714, and to George II. on his accession. He was 
eleTatcd to tbe Peerage by patent, dated 2»d April, 171H. by the titles of 
Viscount Fane, and Baron of Lough-Guirc, Co. Limerick. He married Mary, the 
youngest daughter of Alexander Stanhope, Esq., and sister to James, Earl Stan- 
hope, and, dying at Basildon, 7th July, 1744, left issue Charles, second Viscount 
Fane, and four daughters. Charles, the second tiscount, died without issue, when 
his sisters became his coheiresses, of whom Judith married John, fourth Earl of 
Sandwich, and Mary, Jerome de Salis of Switzerland. 

Francis Sykes, Esq. purchased the Manor and Estate of Basildon about the 
year 170U, ol the Countess of Sandwich and Madame Salis, and erected the pre- 
sent noble Mansion from the designs, and under the direction, of John Carr, of 
York, a celebrated architect. It is constructed entirely of atone, and consists 
of a large central building and two wings, presenting a regular and extensive 
front, elegant in all its proportions. The corridor, in the centre of tbe building, 
is in excellent taste, rising from a rustic basement, after the Italian style, and is 
ornamented with four Ionic columns supporting their entablature, and a pediment ; 
the frieae is plain, but the cornice is particularly bold and prominent : this is car- 
ried entirely round the centre structure, which is nearly quadrangular, and con- 
tains, exclusive of the basement story, one principal floor, with chambers above, 
but no attics. The wings arc each surmounted by a pediment, and contain, on the 
basement, the domestic ofliccs. The stables and coach-houses are at a short dis- 
tance from the House, concealed by a plantation not introduced in our View. 

The principal apartments are spacious and elegant: in particular, the Grand 
Saloon, which is painted in basso relievo by T. De Bruyn, in which he has pro- 
duced the e fleet of prominence with great success : the ceiling, of stucco, is also 
very beautiful. Amongst the pictures which adorn the walls, is a very fine large 
Landscape by Berchem, with Cattle and Bagpiper. A Woman suckling a Child, 
*c. A most excellent Hawking Subject, by Wouvertnans, a perfect gem. The 
Robinette, Sir J. Reynold*. A Sea-piete, gentle hreeste, Vandervelde. Two by 
Backhuysen ; others by Both, De Ileem, Breughel, ifce. Ac. 

This Mansion is situated about eight miles north-west from the town of Reading, 
between Pangbourn and Streatley, on the road to Wallingford : the Park extends 
for a considerable distance on the one side, while on the other is seen the mazy 
windings of tbe river Thames, which here divides the county from Oxfordshire. 
From the Lodge Gates is a singularly beautiful drive, to the carriage front of the 
Mansion, represented in the View ; before it, spreads a fine and smooth lawn, skirted 
by gentle undulations, and bounded by hills covered with beech and other trees. 

rrancis Sykes, Ksq., tbe founder of the present Mansion, is supposed to have 
derived his descent from the family of Sykes, seated at Sykes Dyke, near Carlisle, 
in Cumberland, the origin of the tamily of Sykes of Sledmere. The Arms vary a 
little from the latter branch, and are, Argent, an eagle with wings expanded, proper, 
between three fountains ; on a canton gules, u caduceus or. He was created a Baronet 
24th March, 17B1. — Sir Francis William Sykes, the second Baronet, married 
Mary Ann, the eldest daughter of Major Henniker, Esq., brother of Lord Hen- 
nikcr, by whom he had four children. Lady Sykes, in attending one of her sons 
in the scarlet fever, at Elberfield in Germany, caught the infection, and died in her 
twenty-lifth year. 27 th February, 1»04 : tbe same fatal consequence attended her 
husband's assiduity to her, and he fell a victim to the same disease on the 7th of 
March following. Their remains were conveyed to Basildon, and interred in tbe 
family vault.— lie was succeeded in his titles and estates by his son, Sir Francis 
Sykes, the present and third Baronet. 
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THE SKAT OF 

RICHARD BENYON DE BEAUVOIR. ESQ. 



Enoi.kfield House is in the hundred of Reading, and deanery of Newbury, 
about six miles west of Reading, and forms a conspicuous object to the north 
of the Bath road. At a very early period, this Manor was held under the 
baronial family of Somery. But a family of still greater antiquity, who derived 
their name from the village, more particularly claims notice in this place. John 
Engleficld, who lived in the reign of Henry III. is represented, by the pedigrees 
of the family, to be the sixth in descent from the first settler of the name at 
this village. Roger de Engleficld was knight of the shire in 1307, whose 
descendants frequently filled the same post, and also served the office of sheriff. 
At the commencement of the sixteenth century, we find two of the family dis- 
charging the functions of judges. In the reign of Queen Elizabeth this manor 
liecame forfeited to the Crown, owing to the conviction of Sir Francis Engle- 
field, for being concerned in the plot of rescuing Mary Queen of Scots out of 
the hands of the English sovereign. The act of attainder being passed, a 
grant of the Manor was made to the celebrated secretary of state, Sir Francis 
Walsingham. 

John, Marquess of Winchester, became possessed of the Englefield estate, 
by marrying the Lady Honora Burgh, daughter of the Earl of Clanricard, by the 
daughter and heiress of Sir Francis Walsingham. Engleficld House, exhibited 
in the annexed engraving, was built by the Marquess after the demolition of 
Busing House in Wiltshire, where he had made so noble a defence against the 
Parliamentary army during the troubles in the reign of Charles I. In a 
treatise, called " Counsel and Mviee to all Builders," published in 166.1, by 
Sir Balthazar Gerbier, the author, in his dedication to the Marquess of Win- 
chester, passes a high compliment upon that nobleman, for the taste displayed 
in the erection of Henfelde House, as he calls it. He describes it as " a well- 
seated palace, with a wood at its back, like a mantle about a coat of arms;" and 
and adds, that " its present satisfaction must diminish its owner's grief for the 
loss of Basing." 

Upon the death of the Marquess, his only surviving son, Lord Francis Paulct, 
took possession of the Engleficld estate, and bequeathed it upon his demise to 
an only daughter Anne, who married the Rev. Nathan Wrighte, a younger son 
of the Lord Keeper Wrighte. Upon the death of Nathan Wrighte, Esq. 
in 1/89, Engleficld devolved to the late Richard Benyon, Esq. son of Governor 
Benyon, by the widow of Powlett Wrighte, Esq. elder brother of the last men- 
tioned Nathan. The present proprietor of this seat, grandson of the Governor, 
in 1822 took the additional name of De Beau voir ; having, in 1814, taken the 
names of Powlett Wrighte. 

To return to the Englefield family. — Francis Englefield, nephew of Sir Francis 
above-mentioned, was, upon the accession of James I. to the English throne, in 
consideration of his uncle's sufferings in the cause of Man,' Queen of Scots, 
created a Baronet, being described of Wotton Basset, in Wiltshire. His pos- 
terity occasionally resided at a house in this village, which had been for so 
many generations the abode of their ancestors. This house was sold in 1/92 
by Sir Henry Charles Englefield, to the father of the present proprietor. 

In the north aisle of the chancel of the parish church are several monuments 
of the Englefield family, for whom it was built as a burial-place in 1514. In the 
south aisle is a monument to the memory of the famous John, Marquess of 
Winchester, the defender of Basing House, who died in 1674, with an epitaph 
from the pen of Dryden, appropriately laudatory. Mr. Benyon de Beauvoir is 
patron of the rectory. 
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THE 8 BAT OF 

ARTHUR VANS ITT ART, ESQ. 



This handsome commodious residence is in the hundred of Barnersh, four miles 
*outh-west of Maidenhead, and eight west of Windsor. Our View exhibits the 
two Garden- fronts. It is a substantial brick edifice, covered with stucco, and 
surmounted by an embattled parapet. A neat corridor leads to the interior 
from the garden. 

The Manor of Shottcsbrooke was anciently held by a singular species of 
grand sergeanty, viz., by the service of providing charcoal to make the crown 
and other regalia, for the king's coronation, the sum of 60 shillings and 
10 pence being allowed for the same. This singular tenure originated in the 
time of William Rufus, when the Manor of Sotesbrok, as it was then called, was 
held by Alward the Goldsmith. 

A family who took their name from the village, were the most ancient posses- 
sors of this demesne, of whom mention is found. About the beginning of the 
fourteenth century it passed by an heiress to the respectable family of Vis dc 
Lou, but these last possessed it a very short time; for we find the Manor, in 
1340, held by Sir William Trussed, who obtained for himself and successors, a 
charter of exemption from exneditating his dogs. A descendant of this 
Sir William Trusscll, who died in 1481, left a son named Edward; the same, 
it is supposed, who became a knight banneret, and whose only daughter mar- 
ried John Vcre, Earl of Oxford. This nobleman, who dissipated the greater 
part of his fortune, is recorded to have disposed of Shottcsbrooke to Thomas 
Noke. From this last-mentioned proprietor, the Manor passed into the family 
of Powle, who possessed it in the reign of Elizabeth ; from them it passed to 
the Cherrys. The representatives of Francis Cherry, Esq., who died in 1/13, 
sold the estate to an ancestor of the present proprietor, Arthur Vansittart, Esq. 

Here were formerly the remains of a small religious house, founded in 133/ 
(11th Edw. HI.) by Sir William Trusscll, of Cublesdon, Staffordshire, knight. 
The foundation consisted of u College and Chantry, dedicated to St. John the 
Baptist, for one warden, five priests or chaplains, and two clerks. By virtue of 
letters apostolical, the Church of Shottcsbrooke wbb appropriated for the 
revenues of it. Although Sir William took care to have it sufficiently endowed, 
yet, in the course of a few years, owing to fire and other accidents, the founda- 
tion was reduced to such a deplorable condition, that the whole establishment, 
with the exception of John Bradford the warden, quitted it. Such disastrous 
circumstances at length reaching the king's ears, he gave license to impropriate' 
the Church of Battlesden, in the same countv, to it; which was accordingly done 
in 1380. 

Having received so considerable an accession to its revenues, together with 
other benefactions, it continued in a flourishing state until the suppression of 
religious houses in the reign of Henry VIII. The last warden was Dr. William 
Throckmorton, who lies buried in the parish church. Henry Dodwell, Camden 
Professor of History in the University of Oxford at the time of the Revolution, 
also lies buried in this church. Having refused to take the oath of allegiance 
to King William III., this celebrated scholar was deprived of his professorship, 
and, retiring to the village of Shottesbrooke, took up his residence near the 
church, where he passed the remainder of his life in strict intimacy with 
Mr. Francy Cherry. 
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THB SKAT OF 

ROBERT PALMER, ESQ. M P. 



Holmk Park, in Sonning, lies three miles nearly east of Reading, on the banks 
of the Thames. From a period, auterior to the Norman Conquest, the Manor 
of Sonning \va* held by the Bishops of Salisbury, and the manor-house was, for 
some centuries, their occasional residence. Frequent mention is made of this 
place hv the chroniclers of former days. King John was at Sonning in the 
year 1210, from the 8th till the 14th of September. In 1389, says Hollinshed, 
the Bishop of Salisbury being at his manor-house at Souning, was informed of 
the secret practices of the Wickliffites It was the Bishop of Salisbury's 
manor-place of Sonning, that Isabella, the young queen of Richard II. resided, 
during the period of that unfortunate monarch's captivity in Pomfret castle. 
Bishop Neville dates from Sonning, in 1136. In Leland's time, there existed 
"a fair old house of stone at Sonniuge by the Tamise ripe, longing to the 
bishop of Saresbyri, and thereby a fair parke." The manor remained attached 
to the see of Salisbury until the year 157-1, when it was given in exchange by 
Kdmund, the then bishop, to Queen Elizabeth, for estates in Dorsetshire. King 
Charles I. granted it in 1628, to Lawrence Halstcad and Abraham Chamberlain, 
with whom it did not long remain, for we find it soon afterwards in the family 
of Rich, who seated themselves at Sonning, about the year 1650. Sir Thomas 
Rich, who was created a baronet in 1600, upon the restoration of Charles II., 
bad been a great friend to the suffering clergy during the usurpation of Crom- 
well, and had entertained, under his roof, the deprived Bishop Brownrigg. His 
descendants enjoyed the title until the death of Sir Thomas Rich, Admiral of 
the Blue, in 1803, when it became extinct. 

In I y the last baronet sold the manor of Souning to Richard Palmer, Est]., 
father of the present proprietor. Soon after the purchase, Mr. Palmer resolved 
to fix his country residence at Sonning, and in consequence built a handsome 
mansion, the subject of the annexed Engraving. It is a square building, of 
white brick ; and its principal front, which is the View we have selected, is 
adorned with a bold circular portico. 

The situation of Souning is described by Lcluid, as " an uplandish touue, but 
vet on a fair and commodious grounde. The Tamise rennith under it iu a plea- 
sant vale." The parish, which extends into Oxfordshire, contains about 
10,000 acres. In the church are some monuments of the Rich family : the 
most conspicuous is that to the memory of Sir Thomas Rich, the first baronet, 
who died in 1667. In 1/73, the fee of the parsonage and rectorial manor, 
which, from time immemorial, had been annexed to the deanery of Salisbury, 
was vested by act of parliament in the late Mr. Palmer, grandfather of the 
present proprietor, subject to an annual payment to the Dean and Chapter of 
Salisbury, who have peculiar jurisdiction in the parish, and are patrons i f the 
vicarage. 

Robert Palmer, Esq., the present owner of Holme Park, possesses extensive 
landed property in Sonning and its vicinity, and has usually been one of the 
representatives iu parliament for the county of Berks. 
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THE SEAT OF 

GEORGE HENRY CRUTCHLEY, ESQ. 



Sunning Hill Park, formerly a part of the royal demesne, was granted, by 
King Charles the First, to Thomas Carey, Esq. in 1630. His daughter and 
heiress conveyed the estate by marriage to Sir Thomas Draper, who was created 
a Baronet by King Charles the Second, a few days after the Restoration, and in 
whose descendants it remained till the year 1769, when it was purchased by 
Jeremiah Crutchley, Esq. the uncle of the present proprietor, of Thomas Draper 
Baber, Esq., the grandson of Sir Thomas Draper, Bart. 

The Park lies in the hundred of Cookham, partly In the parishes of Sunning 
Hill and Winkficld, distant about fire miles from the town of Windsor, and 
nearly the same distance from the village of Brack ncl. It is enriched by 
luxuriant woods, and a spacious lake. The grounds have been judiciously 
disposed, and derive great advantage from the taste of the proprietor. The 
whole contained about five hundred acres, and was about three miles in circum- 
ference ; but it has been very greatly increased by the late enclosure of the 
Forest, and of Bagshot Heath, having part of each allotted to it. The Park also 
possesses the privilege of being tithe free, as long as sixteen head of deer arc 
kept in it. 

The House is of considerable dimensions ; it was altered, and a new dispo- 
sition given to some of the apartments, by the late James Wyatt, Esq. Towards 
the west, the immense Forest of Windsor formerly stretched itself for many 
miles; this wild and beautiful Bpot is now of comparatively small extent, 
having been lately enclosed, destroying its romantic appearance, but rendering 
the soil more beneficial to the country. 

According to an inquisition in the time of King Charles the First, and the 
perambulation made under the authority of an act of parliament, in the forty- 
sixth year of George the Third, Windsor Forest extends into the five hundreds 
of Ripplesmere, Cookham, Charlton, Wargrave, and Sonninge, and comprehends 
the whole of some of them, and part only of others. The entire parishes 
within the forest are twelve in number, and it extends into parts of five other 
parishes. It contains fifteen principal or chief manors, having within them 
several subordinate or mesne manors. Of the principal or chief manors, some 
are co-extensive with the parishes in which they lie; otherB are not so; and some 
of them extend over more parishes than one. The lodges in the forest are 
C ran bourn Lodge, New Lodge, Swinley Lodge, and Bagshot Lodge, on Bag- 
shot Heath. 



gtltooo* flat*, Ucrfcafurc; 

THB SB AT OP 

GEORGE SIMSON, ESQ. 



This elegant house is pleasantly situated on the borders of Windsor Forest, in 
the parish of Sunninghill ; it stands on a rising ground, and commands from 
the principal front an extensive prospect over a rich valley, bounded by the 
River Thames, and the hills of Surrey. From the other front is a delightful 
view of the Pleasure-grounds, terminated by the woods of Windsor Great 
Park. 

The mansion was built by the late Sir James Sibbald, Bart., who purchased 
the estate and manor of James Hartley, Esq., in the year 1/87. At the death 
of Sir James Sibbald it became the property, by purchase, of the present owner. 
Each front is decorated with a portico of the Composite order, and the interior 
is of corresponding expense. The Drawing Room, Breakfast Room, and Dining 
Room, are en mite towards the pleasure-grounds, which are thrown together by 
folding doors, forming a range of apartments of ninety feet in length. This 
floor also contains a large Hall, Library, Dressing Room, Billiard Room, Lady's 
Dairy, and hot and cold baths most conveniently distributed. The great stair- 
case deserves notice, as well from its proportions as its decorations. The dome 
is enriched with emblematical paintings ; a screen of Ionic columns partly con- 
ceals the passages which lead to the chambers, and figures after the antique 
hold the lamps which illuminate this beautiful piece of architecture ; Mr. 
Robert Mitchell was the architect. 

The estate, which consists of between two and three hundred acres, is laid 
out as a Ferme ornie, with great taste and judgment, producing a rich variety 
of wood, water, and cultivation. A ride of four miles in circuit embraces the 
successive features of the whole. 
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THE SEAT or 

SIR ROBERT BATESON HARVEY, BART. 



This Mansion is a handsome stone edifice; it is large and square, having a 
pediment on its principal front. The apartments it contains are well arranged 
and of considerable dimensions. It was erected about 1/40, by the Duke of 
Marlborough, and stands in the centre of a park abounding with a variety of 
fine timber. A piece of water runs along the South Front of the House, at the 
foot of a sloping lawn, on which are scattered some beautiful clumps of trees, 
and other woodland scenery; Windsor Castle, and the heights of the forest, 
form its distant views. A rising ground on the western extremity of the Park 
leads to an extensive enclosure, called the Black Park, from the dark hue of its 
trees ; the Duke of Marlborough had planted it with firs, disposed in straight 
lines, but which formal arrangement is now bo blended with such numbers of 
self-sown trees, as to render the whole an impervious forest, except by a few 
rough tracks: in the centre is a fine lake. There is something of Alpine 
scenery in this sequestered spot, the idea of which is the more forcibly impressed 
upon the mind by the surrounding sombre woods of deep-tinted firs. 

Langley is called in old writings, Langley Maries, or Marys ; it stands in the 
hundred of Stoke and deanery of Burnham, about two miles and a half to the 
north-west of Colnbrook, a part of which, on the north side, is in this 
parish. 

The manor came to the crown in the reign of Edward I. by reason of the 
minority of Ralph Plaiz, cousin and heir of Aveline Montfitchet ; and though 
afterwards claimed by Elizabeth, Countess of Oxford, as heir of the said Ralph, 
was retained by the crown till the year 1447, when it was granted to Eton 
College. By some exchange, as it is supposed, it reverted to the crown, and 
after being granted and re-granted to various persons, it centered in Sir William 
Parsons, who was created a Baronet in 1661 . His executors sold Langley to 
Henry Seymour, Esq. whose son, Sir George Seymour, Bart, sold it to Lord 
Marsham, in 1/14; it was purchased, in 1783, by the Duke of Marlborough. 
Sir Robert Bateson Harvey purchased the Park and Manor of the late Duke of 
Marlborough, in 1788. 

The village of Langley has a parochial chapel subject to the church of 
Wyrardsbury, in which are memorials of the family of Kidderminster. A par- 
ticular aisle which bears their name is separated from the nave by a Gothic 
screen, erected in 1792, at the expense of Sir Robert Bateson Harvey. In this 
aisle is the monument of the late David Harvey, Esq. who died in 1788, erected 
by his nephew, who inherited bis fortune, and took the name of Harvey in 
addition to that of Bateson. 
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SIR CHARLES HARCOURT PALMER, BART. 



Dornky is a village in the hundred and deanery of Burnham. The manor was 
part of the possessions of the neighbouring abbey, and afterwards liecame vested 
in the family of the Gerards, from whom it passed by marriage with the 
daughter «f Sir William Gerard, who died in 160/, to Sir James Palmer, Knt. 
Gentleman of the Privy Chamber to Charles II. On the death of Sir Thomas 
Palmer, Bart, of Wingham in Kent, in 1/25, the elder branch in the male line 
became extinct, and the title came to Charles Palmer, Esq. of Durnry, the 
younger branch of the family. His great-grandson. Sir Charles Harcourt 
Palmer, is the present proprietor of this family possession. 

In the hall of Dorney Court there is a tablet, recording an abstract of the 
history of this family, of which the following is a literal transcript. 

" The Palmers, of Sussex, are reputed in that county one of their Ancient 
Families before the Conquest, though the name came from the Holy War, and 
signifies (as Cambdcn says) Pilgrime, which was the common appellation of the 
Adventurers in that Christian expedition. These Palmers bore in Chiefe 
(though many in this last Century do not) a Greyhound current Sable, in 
remembrance perchance of their Pilgrimage : a dog, that faithful and familiar 
Creature, being a Pilgrim's usual companion. This following Pedigree contains 
only their Descents since the Reign of Edward 1st, with whom ended the Holy 
War. Twas collected from several Deeds and ancient Monuments by Mr. 
Philipot, and approved by Authority, as appears by the great Holl in the pos- 
session of Sir Henry Palmer, of Winghain. In short, this Family, since 1307 
to 1670, has matched with four Noble Families, the Lord Sands's, Audley's, 
Powis's, and Grandison's — has married to heiresses (whose Arms are in the 
Ceiling*), viz. Scdinghousc, Stopham, Bilton, Clement, Wcsse, Audley, Verney, 
Villiers, Sherlev, and Ferrers — besides, by Clement, they quarter the Coate of 
Tewder Mawr, Prince of South Wales in the time of William Rufus. The chief 
Houses of this Family were Angmering, and Parlmm in Sussex, Wingham in 
Kent, and Dorney in Bucks. There have been also of it since the time afore- 
said, 13 Knights, 3 successive Baronetts (the Creation of King James's), 
1 Earlc, and 1 Countcsse, as follows." 

Contiguous to this tablet on two sides of the hall, are the armorial bearings 
of the family, beginning with the arms of " Ralph Palmer, of Stenning, Esq. 
florisht in the Reigns of Ed. 1 and Ed. 2, 1307)," and continued in succeBsiou 
till 1672. This continued succession from 1307 to 1072, appears also authen- 
ticated by the book of the family pedigree, beautifully written with illumina- 
tions, and most richly emblazoned, in which is a short history of the families with 
whom the Palmers have intermarried, with their arms and quartcrings. 

There are many paintings dispersed through the hall and apartments, of the 
ancestors of this family, particularly two, in excellent preservation, of Earl and 
Lady Castlemain, with the quaint heraldic conceit of Lady Castlcmain holding 
a castle in her hand. 

This family, bv their loyalty and unshaken attachment to the fortunes of 
Charles I. suffered the loss of considerable estates in Sussex. The Earl Castle- 
main was sent bv James II. ambassador extraordinary to Rome, to offer his 
obeisance to the Pope, and to make advances for reconciling his kingdoms in 
form to the Catholic communion. Thus, from their devotion to the house of 
Stuart, their extensive property became more reduced, of which nothing now 
remains to the present representative but the estate of Dorney. 

* Tht*e arm* <iv avt appear in tltr ceiling* of the prfttmt manor. 
X X 2 
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A little below Henley, on the Oxfordshire bank of the Thames, Fawley Court 
expands itself in great beauty, covering a fine undulating range of hills, with its 
plantations, woods, and terraces; and commanding a variety of beautiful pros- 

f»ects, in which the bold sweep formed by the River, with its two subsequent 
ong reaches, and the Church, with the town of Henley, present the principal 
objects. Charming drives penetrate these woods, and follow the terraces with 
excellent design, leading each way to the House, which stands in the flat near 
the river. — Shine's Rivers, p. 335. 

In Langlev's " History of the Hundred of DeBborough," is an ample descrip- 
tion of the Mansion and demesne from which we have extracted the following 
particulars : — 

The House is situated in the centre of an extensive lawn, well planted, and 
terminated by undulating hills, in part clothed with beech. The East front 
commands a view of the river Thames, the opposite village of Remenham, and an 
island richly planted, on which is a Temple, in good taste. To the South, 
Henley Bridge, the venerable Tower of the Church, and the adjacent Hills of 
Park Place, are interesting features of the prospect. The ground being rather 
flat, these views are but little varied in the Gardens, which are handsomely dis- 
posed, and kept in great order. The Rides, however, through the Woods, and 
on the brow of the Hills, display the whole scenery of the Vale, in which the 
windings of the Thames from above Henley to Medmenham, are singularly 
picturesque. 

Soon after the Conquest, the Manor of Fawley or Fally, was held by a younger 
branch of the noble Family of Sackville. Margery, only daughter and heiress 
of Thomas Sackville of Fawley, married Thomas Rokes, temp. Hen. VI., who 
succeeded to this estate. By marriage, it in the same manner descended to the 
family of Alford. 

Sir James Whitelock, one of the Judges of the Common Pleas in the reign of 
Charles I., was the next possessor of the Manor; and died at Fawley Court, 
21st June, 1632, leaving issue by Elizabeth, daughter of Edward Bulstrodc, 
Esq., two daughters, and one son, Bulstrode Whitelock, Esq., who, in 1640, was 
returned M. P. for Marlow, and, in 1642, appointed one of the deputy Lieute- 
nants of this county. He was knighted, and afterwards advanced by Cromwell 
to the House of Lords; but, at the Restoration, retired to his seat at Chilton 
Park, in Wiltshire, where he died in 1676. James Whitelock, Esq., succeeded 
his father in this manor and estate, which he sold to Colonel Freeman, about 
the year 1680. On the decease of Colonel Freeman, in 1707, he bequeathed his 
property to his nephew, John Cook, Esq., who assumed the name and arms of 
Freeman. In this family, Fawley has continued to the present time. 

In Not. 1642, a large body of soldiers, under the coromaod of Sir John Byron, were quartered at Fawley. 
at which time they broke down the Park pales, killed the deer, and destroyed the furniture, rendering 
the place unfit for future residence. Amongst the losses Mr Whitelock had to rearet, where the title* 
deeds of fits estate, many MSS. of his father's, and some of his own. The present Manor House was 
hnilt by L'olonel Freeman, in 1684 from desifrns by Sir Christopher Wren, comptroller of the works at 
Windsor Castle. It is a large and handsome Mansion with four regular fronts. In the Hall, which is 
forty feet by twenty, are antique statues of a Roman senator, and a Vestal, part of the celebrated Arundel 
collection ; several others from the same Gallery are dispersed in the House and Gardens. The apart* 
menti are of one proportions, and elegantly finished. Of these, the Saloon, of the same dimensions as 
the Hall, is particularly admired. In this Room are some valuable Paintings, by the most eminent 

The Armsof the family of Freeman : Azure, three lozenges, Or; Crest a demi- 
lion, gules, charged on the shoulder with a lozenge, Or. 

3 i 
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SIR GEORGE THROCKMORTON, BART. 



After the Conquest, Judith, the niece of William the Conqueror, who married 
Waltheof, Earl of Huntingdon and Northampton, possessed lands in the parish 
of Weston Underwood. 

In process of time, this Estate came into the possessions of the family of Olney, 
who also held the adjoining Parish of Olney, from which they derived their name. 
John Olney died in 1398: he is buried in the chancel of the church at Weston, 
which he built. His son, Sir Robert Olney, had two daughters, co-heiresses ; 
one of whom inherited Olney, and the other the estate of Weston. Sir Thomas 
Throckmorton, of Coughton, in Warwickshire, in the year 1447 married Mar- 
garet, one of the daughters; and by her the estate of Weston came into the 
family of Throckmorton, who have held it to this day. 

Sir Robert Throckmorton, who built the three sides of the quadrangle, which 
are parts remaining of the old mansion, married Muriel, the daughter of Thomas 
Lord Berkley, and died in 1580. The Gallery, forming one of these Bides, is sixty 
feet in length, and on two of the windows are painted the arms of several fami- 
lies connected with the Throckmortons, viz. Whorwood, Goodwyn, Norwood, 
Arden, Sheldon, Tresham, Catesby, and Tyringham, with the dates of 1578 and 
1579. In this Gallery in a portrait, supposed to be an original, of Sir Nicholas 
Throckmorton, inscribed, anno attalis nue 49. Over the entrance into the old 
building are three armorial escutcheons, sculptured with the different heraldic 
quarterings of the family. 

The Front of the House, represented in the Plate, waa erected about the 
beginning of the 18th century, by Sir Robert Throckmorton, Bart, and, over 
the Hall door, are sculptured in stone the arms of Throckmorton, impaling Yate 
of Buckland, in Berkshire. 

This House is situated a mile west of the town of Olney, and stands on 
ground sloping down to the river Ouse, which runs below it, at the distance of 
half a mile. 

The poet Cowper resided in the village of Weston Underwood, from November 
1786, to July I795. He has, in the first book of the Task, described the 
scenes in the Park and the adjacent grounds, in language peculiarly accurate and 
poetical: 

Scene* matt be beautiful, which, daily riewed, 
, Pleue daily -, and wboae nortlly turrive* 

Long knowledge, and the tcrutiny of year*. 
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This princely edifice, with its delightful Park and Gardens, haa long been 
esteemed the chief ornament of the County. It is situated about two miles 
and a half north-west of Buckingham ; and the approach to it from the town is 
very grand, particularly in passing through a Corinthian arch, GO feet high, and 
60 wide. From this spot there is a fine view of the Mansion and its surround- 
ing scenery. The House was originally built by Peter Temple, Esq., in the 
reign of Queen Elizabeth, and rebuilt by Sir Richard Temple, K.B., who died in 
1697. His son, Lord Cobham, built a new front, and added the wings ; but it 
was improved to its present magnificence by Earl Temple, who died in 1779, 
and by the late Marquis of Buckingham, under whose directions the several 
stately apartments which it contains were designed and completed. The central 
part of the House extends 454 feet, and the whole front, including the wings, 
916 feet. In the south-west, or Garden-front, whence our View is taken, a 
grand flight of 31 steps, adorned with two lions on the pedestals, leads up to 
the Portico or Loggia, which is formed by six Corinthian columns, and two 
pilasters, 3 feet 7 inches diameter. Over the great door and niches is a bas- 
relief, representing a sacrifice to Bacchus ; and in the Loggia are placed four 
female colossal figures. 

The Saloon is a very singular and magnificent room, of an oval form, 60 feet 
by 43 ; on the frieze is a Roman triumph and sacrifice, extending all round the 
room, executed in alto-relievo by Valdre ; the principal figures arc copied from 
the pillars of Trajan and Antonine, and other public buildings of Rome. 

The Hall was designed and painted by Kent ; the ceiling is adorned with 
the seven planets ; that of Mars, in the likeness of King William, presents a 
sword to the field marshal, Viscount Cobham. The Hall and the adjoining pas- 
sages contain a valuable collection of original portraits. A stone staircase, 
enclosed by an iron balustrade, winds from the north Hall, round a statue of 
Paris, and leads to the Egyptian Hall, which forms the winter, or covered, 
entrance under the north Portico, and from the Park. On each side of the 
lowest step are two Sphinxes of stone. This Hall is fitted up from Denon's 
designs of remains in the interior of one of the small temples of Tentyra. The 
north Portico is formed by four Ionic columns, 2 feet 10| inches diameter, and 
two pilasters. The Billiard Room is hung with a collection of portraits of the 
Temple and Grenville families : the Billiard Table is illuminated by four lights 
at the four corners, hanging from the ceiling. The Chandos Bedroom contains 
the state bed used at the christening of the eldest daughter of James, the last 
Duke of Chandos, and Anna Eliza, his wife, the father and mother of the pre- 
sent Marchioness of Buckingham, when the King and Queen stood sponsors. 
The Library is 75 feet long, by 25 wide, and contains upwards of 20,000 volumes 
of printed books, collected principally by the late Marquis of Buckingham. 
The Manuscript Room is decorated entirely in the Gothic style, and was 
modelled from King Henry VII.'s chapel, in Westminster Abbey ; it contains 
above 2000 volumes of most valuable manuscripts, among which "is a collection 
of Saxon and Norman charters, in regular succession, from the year 690 to the 
union of the houses of York and Lancaster ; as well as historical MSS. of great 
value. All the State Apartments are fitted up in a splendid style ; and the 
Drawing Room contains many valuable pictures by the first masters. 

Among the Portraits with which this magnificent Mansion is adorned, are those 
of the brave Sir Bevillc Grenville, who fell at Lansdown in 1643; Lord Cobham; 
Mrs. Hester Sandys, (daughter of Sir Thomas Temple,) a lady whom Fuller in his 
"Worthies," states to have been the parent stock of posterity of 700 persons, whom 
she lived to see descended from her to the fourth generation : her own children 
were thirteen in number. 

x x 3 
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STOWg HOUSt, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE. 

Ttic Gardens occupy 400 acres ; they were originally designed by Lord Cobham, assisted 
by Bridgtnan and Kent, and are delightfully ornamented with temples, pavilions, statues, 
monuments, and a variety of other buildings, which, to describe fully, would take a volume. 

Stowe, when beheld at a distance, appears like a vast grove, interspersed with columns, 
. obelisks, and towers, which apparently emerge from a luxuriant mass of foliage. 

At a short distance from the Corinthian Arch, is one of the entrances to the Gardens, 
near which are two Ionic Pavilions, original I y designed by Kent. In front of these 
buildings is a considerable lake, which divides itself into two branches, and retires 
through beautiful valleys to the east and to the north. The path westward leads to the 
Hermitage, and also to the Temple of Venus, a square building decorated with Ionic 
columns, and connected, by semicircular arcades, to a Pavilion at each extremity ; it bears 
this inscription, Vexeri Hohteksi, and upon the frieze is a motto from Catullus. A 
figure of Queen Caroline, supported by four Ionic columns, is situated on the side of a 
hill, and completely enveloped with trees: hence the path leads to the Pavilions designed 
by Vanbrugh, and to the principal Entrance Gate, by Kent. Returning towards the 
House, we next perceive the Temple of Bacchus, whence the view is particularly beautiful. 
In the centre of a large lawn, encircled with trees, is the classic Rotunda, raised upon 
ten Ionic columns, and ornamented in the centre with a statue of Bacchus. These are 
the principal objects on the south and west sides of the Garden. On the cast is the 
entrance to the Elysian Fields, where the figures of heroes, poets, and philosophers seem 
to justify the name. A Doric Arch, decorated with the statues of Apollo and the Muses, 
leads from the Parterre into the Elysian Fields; on the right is the Temple of Friendship 
of the Doric order, with the motto,' Amicitijb S. and adorned with busts of many persons 
distinguished for military and literary merit. The Temple of Ancient Virtue, a circular 
building of the Ionic order, with a dome siipttorted by sixteen columns; it was designed 
by Kent, and bears this inscription, Prisce Vi rttti ; within are four niches containing 
the statues of l.ycurgus, Socrates, Homer, and Epaininondas, by Schecmaker. The Temple 
of British Worthies, a semicircle erected on the banks of the upper lake, contains busts 
with appropriate inscriptions of the following celebrated characters: Pope, Sir Thomas 
Gresham, Inigo Jones, Milton, Shakspeare, Locke, Newton. Lord Bacon, King Alfred, 
Edward the Black Prince, Queen Elizabeth, King William 111. Sir W. Ralegh, Sir F. 
Drake, Hampden, and Sir John Barnard. 

A lofty column, erected by the late Lord Cobham, in honour of his nephew, Capt. Thos. 
Grenville, is surmounted by a figure representing Heroic Poetry; this gallant officer was 
mortally wounded in an engagement between the French and the fleet of Admiral Anson. 

The Grotto, in a romantic dell, consists of two caverns; from the lowermost the water 
flows into a rivulet, ornamented with several small islands, and overshadowed by a variety 
of intersecting branches ; the inside is decorated with a statue of Venus rising from the 
bath. The Temple of Concord and Victory, a most elegant and classical structure, in 
form a parallelogram, and surrounded with twenty-eight Ionic columns. This temple 
overlooks a most beautiful scene, called the Grecian Valley.— Lord Cobham's Pillar, on 
the other side of the valley, is 1 15 feet high, surmounted with a statue of his Lordship.— 
Near this column is a temple, called the Queen's Building, having a Corinthian portico 
leading to a large apartment, decorated whh seagliola columns and pilasters, and two 
allegorical medallions, allusive to the recovery of his Majesty in 1789. In the centre is a 
statue of Britannia, supporting a medallion of the Queen. 

On the opposite side of a deep valley on the brow of a hill, is an interesting object in . 
the Gothic style, in form triangular, with towers at each angle, one of which rises to the 
height of seventy feet, terminated with battlements; the others have small turrets, with a 
pinnacle on each; the interior, divided into small chapels, is adorned with painted glass, 
containing the armorial bearings of the different families connected with the noble house of 
Buckingham: the whole is constructed of a brown stone. In a woody recess, near this 
building, arc seven statues of the Saxon deities, who gave names to the days of the week, 
by Rysbrack ; and at the bottom of a gentle declivity is the Palladium Bridge, which is 
built of the same dimensions as one at Wilton, both after a design of the celebrated Italian 
urchitect : the remaining objects on this side the Garden are the Pebble Alcove, and Con- 
greve's Monument. 

Such are the principal objects in these highly embellished Gardens, " sometimes 
recalling Albano's Landscapes to our mind; and oftencr to our fancy, the idolatrous and 
luxurious vales of Daphne and Tempe."— Walpole. 
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Eaton Hall Cheshire; 



THB SEAT OF 



ROBERT GROSVENOR, EARL GROSVENOR. 



This truly noble and beautiful Mansion is situated about three miles to the south 
of Chester, on the edge of an extensive Park, abounding with large and venerable 
timber. It was recently built by the present earl, on the site of the old Mansion, 
which was a square brick fabric, erected by Sir Thomas Grosvenor, in the reign of 
King William the Third. The fine vaulted basement story of the old Hall waa 
preserved ; and also the external foundations, and some subdivisions ; but the super- 
structure was altered and entirely re titled, and additional apartments erected on 
the north and south sides, so as to make the area of the new House twice the 
dimensions of the former. 

"The style of architecture is that of the age of Edward III., as exhibited in 
York Minster, which has been chiefly imitated on the exterior, though Mr. Porden, 
the architect, has occasionally availed himself of the low Tudor arch, and the forms 
of any other age, that suited his purpose, which was to adapt the rich variety of our 
ancient ecclesiastical architecture to modern domestic convenience. 

" Round the turrets, and in various parts of the parapets, are shields, charged in 
relievo with the armorial bearings of the Grosvenor family, and of other ancient 
families, that, by intermarriages, the Grosvenors are entitled to quarter with their 
own. — The windows, which are rich in tracery, are of cast iron, moulded on both 
sides, and grooved to receive the glass. The walls, battlements, and pinnacles are 
of stone, of a light and beautiful colour. 

" The entrance to the House is in the centre of the west front, under a vaulted 
porch, which admits a carriage to the steps that lead to the Hall, a spacious and 
lofty Room, occupying the height of two stories, with a groined ceiling, embellished 
with the Grosvenor Arms and other devices, in the bosses that cover the junction 
of the ribs. The pavement is of variegated marbles in compartments. At the end 
of the Hall, a screen of five arches supports a Gallery that connects the Bed- 
chamber* on the north side of the House with those on the south, which are sepa- 
rated by the elevation of the Hall. Under this Gallery two open arches to the 
right and left conduct to the Grand Staircase, the State Red-room, and the second 
Staircase ; and opposite to the door of the Hall is the entrance to the Saloon. The 
Grand Staircase is highly ornamented with niches and canopies, and with tracery 
under the landings, and in the principal ceiling, which is crowned with a double 
skylight of various coloured glass. The steps of the second Staircase, with its 
tracery and balustrade, are aU of cast iron. The State Bed-room is lighted by two 
painted windows, with tracery and armorial bearings, and contains a magnificent 
bed. On entering the Saloon, the eye is struck with the splendour of three lofty 
painted windows, which contain, in six divisions, the portraits of the Conqueror's 
nephew, Gilbert le Grosvenor, the founder of the Grosvenor family, and his lady ; 



of Hayeux, uncle to the Conqueror; the heiress of the House of Eaton; and Sir 
Robert le Grosvenor, who distinguished himself in the wars of Edward III., and 
mora particularly by his legal contest with Sir Richard le Scroope, for the family 
arms — Autre, a bend, or. The cause was tried before the High Constable and the 
Earl Marshal of England, in the reign of Richard II., and lasted three years: 
kings, princes of the blood, most of the nobility, and among the gentry, Chaucer 
the poet, gave evidence on this trial. 

" The Saloon is a square of thirty feet, formed into an octagon by arches across 
the angles, which give to the vaultings a beautiful form. The chimney-piece is of 
statuary marble, and opposite to it is an organ, both highly decorated. On the left 
of the Saloon is an ante-room that leads to the Dining-room, and on the right, an- 
other that leads to the Drawing room : the windows of these rooms are glased with 
a light Mosaic tracery, and exhibit the portraits of the six Earls of Chester, who, 
after Hugh Lupus, governed Cheshire as a county Palatine, till Henry HI. be- 
stowed the title on his son Edward ; since which time the eldest sons of 'the Kings 
of England have always been earls of Chester. 
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" The Dining-room. situated at the northern extremity of the east front, is about 
60 feet long, and 30 wide, exclusive of a Bay window of five arches, the opening of 
which is 30 feet. In the centre window is the portrait of Hugh Lnpus ; which with 
the six Earls of Chester, in the ante-room windows, were executed by Messrs. 
Davenport, of Longport, Staffordshire, from cartoons by Mr. Singleton. The 
ceiling is of bold and rich tracery, with coats of arms properly blazoned, and a large 
ornamented pendant for a chandelier. 

" The Drawing-room, which is at the southern extremity of the east front, is of 
the same form and dimensions as the Dining-room, with the addition of a large 
window that looks to the south, and commands a view of the groves and fertile 
meadows of Eaton, with the village and spire ofOldford above them. All the 
windows of this room are adorned with the heads and figures of the ancestors of the 
family ; also the portrait* of the present earl and countess, in a beautiful brown 
chiaro*curo, executed by Messrs. Bachelor and Silk, of Newman-street. The ceiling 
is tracery of the nicest materials and workmanship, where all the coats, borne by 
the Grosvcnor family, are blazoned in their proper colours, and also the arms of 
Egerton, earl of Wilton, the father of the present Countess Grosvenor." 

The Arms of Egerton appear in various parts of the House, and will mark the 
date of this fabric to future antiquaries, if all other memorials should be forgotten 
or destroyed. The colour of the saloon is blue, the ante-dining-room light bine, 
the dining-room of a bright scarlet ; the ante-drawing-room is hung with light blue 
satin, the drawing-room with crimson velvet ; the curtains and draperies are of 
crimson and gold satin, with gold tassels and fringes, disposed in a striking and 
picturesque manner by Messrs. Gillow, under the direction of Joseph Kay, Esq., 
architect to the General Post Office. All the other furniture of these apartments 
is the work of the same artificers, and appropriate to the particular style of the 
Mansion. The vistas from the Dining room, through the two ante-rooms and 
the saloon, to the south window of the Drawing room, and in the opposite direction 
from the Drawing room to the Dining room, terminating with the splendidly fur- 
nished sideboard of plate, perhaps cannot be exceeded in novelty and variety by 
any thing of the kind in England. 

The Library is in the centre of the south front ; the ceiling and the large bow- 
window, with their ornaments, are in the same style as the rooms already described, 
but less rich ; the book-cases, with the arches, tracery, buttresses, pinnacles, and 
battlements, are of English oak. Lady Grosvenor's sitting-room is the only room 
on this floor with square-headed windows and a flat ceiling, and is an apartment of 
singular beauty. The middle window of the saloon opens to a vaulted cloister, 
occupying the space between the Dining and Drawing room in the east Front, 
which adonis a sheltered walk in all weathers. A flight of steps leads from the 
Cloister to a spacious Terrace, 350 feet long, laid out in gravel walks and beds of 
flowers ; from whence other steps, at each end and in the middle, descend to the 
gardens and pleasure grounds, which are disposed with great taste. The view 
from the Terrace is rich and various: in the foreground, the groves, the gardens, 
and the greeu-house; immediately beyond them, the meads and the noble inlet 
of the Dee, (made by the present Earl to supply the want of the natural river,) with 
its pleasure-yachts, forming at times a lively moving picture. 

The superb painted windows in the Saloon, executed by Mr. W. Collins, of the 
Strand, reflect the highest praise on that gentleman, who also made the celebrated 
Heraldic Lustre, suspended in the Saloon, containing twelve shields, with the 
arms of the most distinguished branches of the Grosvenor family, from the Con- 
quest, commencing with that of William the Conqueror. The elegant lustre in the 
Drawing room was also made by Mr. Collins. 

The principal approach to the House is from the west, through a triple avenue, 
formed by four rows of majestic limes ; and it has lately been continued to the road 
leading from Chester to Wrexham, (a length of nearly two miles,') and terminated by 
a noble Lodge, called Belgrave- Lodge, and built in the same style as the House. 

Earl Grostenor was born in 1707, and in 1704 married Eleanor, only daughter 
of Thomas, Earl of Wilton, by whom he has issue, Richard, Viscount Helgrave, 
born in 170o ; Thomas, Earl of Wilton, born in 1700 ; and other children. 

His Lordship possesses one of the richest collections of pictures in the kingdom, 
which, with the greatest liberality, the public are permitted to inspect, at his noble 
mausion iu Upper Grosvenor-strcet. His library ha* been estimated at 50,000/. 
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Carterton Ho&ge, ftiztfhivt: 

THK SKAT Or 

JOHN TWEMLOW, ESQ. 



This House is about three miles from Nantwich, in the township of Hatherton, 
from which its name is derived. A fine sheet of water adds to the general 
beauty of the surrounding scenery, which, from the ornamented parterre before 
the principal front of the building, affords a varied and agreeable prospect ; the 
grounds also include shrubberies tastefully disposed, and extensive plantations. 

The Lodge Estate was purchased of the representatives of Sir Thomas 
Smith, Bart., (the last of that family at the Hough,) by William Twemlow, 
Esq., who first settled" in this township, from Archlyd, near Sandbach, in the 
year 1G86, and it has continued in the possession of his descendants to the 
present time. John, son of William Twemlow, was born in 1700, and held a 
commission as captain of a volunteer corps raised within the hundred of 
Nantwich, to protect the lives and property of the inhabitants from the hostile 
attempts of Prince Charles James Stuart, the Pretender, in the year 1/44, 
when an engagement was intended between the Duke of Cumberland and the 
rebel army, on the plain called Stonefield, near Stone, in Staffordshire : but this 
projected action, for reasons not generally understood, did not take place. 

William Twemlow, Esq., son of the above, born in 1/34, made considerable 
alterations and additions at the House during his lifetime; and upon his 
demise, which took place in 1807, it became the property of his eldest son, 
John Twemlow, Esq., who was born in 1764. This gentleman made also 
extensive improvements upon the estate. He served the office of high-constable 
for the Nantwich hundred ; and was also an officer in a cavalry regiment 
raised at Nantwich, at the time the general muster took place throughout the 
kingdom, in 1804, when this country was threatened with invasion by 
Napoleon Buonaparte. 

John Twemlow, Esq., of Hatherton, is the present proprietor of the estate, 
and Lord sf the Manor. 

In the House arc a tolerably good collection of Paintings, consisting princi- 
pally of landscape scenery, hunting views, and a numerous collection of 
favourite dogs and horses, by eminent artists : besides which, there are also 
several engraved family portrait*. 

The Armorial Bearings of the Twemlow family are — Ancient Arms : Argent, 
a Chevron Or, between three Squirrels, Sejant, Gules. — Modem Arms: Azure, 
two Bars engrailed Or, charged with three Boars' heads (two and one) couped, 
erect, Sable. — Crest : On a Wreath, a Parrot perched on the stump of an oak- 
tree, erect, Proper. Motto: Tknko, tknlkrk, majorks— " I hold what my 
ancestors have held." 

Some of the principal Pictures in Hatherton Lodge: — James the First, Cor. 
Jansen. — The Pretender, a full-length likeness. — Mrs. Mary Pickering and 
M. A. Twemlow, by Ukare.—Mn. Phebe Sutton, Miss Twemlow, William 
Twemlow, Esq., and John Twemlow, Esq., by Scott.— The Cheshire Hunt, by 
JJn/ant. — A Vessel at Sea, by Fabrh. 

The engraved Portraits are : — The first William Twemlow, Esq., of Hather- 
ton — John Twemlow, Esq., his son, with his sword— William Twemlow, Esq., 
his grandson — with several others of the family. 
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THK SEAT OF 

JOHN SMITH-BARRY, ESQ 



Marbury takes its name from two old English words, Mere, a great lake or 
pool, and Birig, a covered place ; that is, a house by the lake. It belonged for 
generations to a family named Merbury; but, after the decease of Richard 
Merbury, or Marbury, in 1684, the direct male line became extinct. It was 
sold by this occupant's sisters, under a decree of Chancery, to Richard, Earl 
Rivers. In 1/14, Marbury, with other estates, was purchased from the Earl's 
trustees, by his son-in-law, James, Earl of Barrymore, who settled the same 
on his second son by a third marriage, the Hon. Richard Barry. By the will 
of this gentleman, Marbury was bequeathed to his nephew, James Hugh Smith- 
Barry, Esq., whose son, John Smith-Barry, Esq., is the present proprietor. 

Marbury Hall is a spacious, irregular building of brick, with a corridor in 
the principal front, of stone-work, consisting of four columns, of the Doric- 
order, supporting a plain entablature. From the corridor you enter the Hall, 
which is filled with antique vases, statues, &c. On the left of the Hall is the 
Saloon, which is embellished with many of the fine works of art, for which 
Marbury is so justly famed. The House is situated a mile and a half from 
Northwich, and stands on the banks of a mere, which is about a mile long, 
and more than half a mile wide : from the opposite shore of this mere our 
View is taken. The Park attached to Marbury Hall, though not large, is 
beautifully diversified. 
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THE SEAT OF 

THOMAS LEGH, ESQ, M. P. 



The north-east part of this county, comprising the II and red of Macclesfield, is 
exceedingly bold in its scenery. A succession of lofty eminences forms a portion 
of the connected chain of hills extending into Derbyshire, where they assume a 
rugged aspect, and farther north rise into mountains. Lyme Park is about four 
mues from Whaley Bridge, over the little river Goyt, which forms the boundary 
of the county. The Village of Disley is distant about a mile from Lyme Park, 
and the road from thence is pleasing and secluded. At this point is the remains 
of a grand entrance Gate, opening originally to the road leading to the North 
Front of the Mansion, but now disused. The present Lodge, about a quarter of a 
mile farther, is neat, but unimportant in its character. A broad and gently winding 
road, more tban a mile in length, displays the peculiar features of the Park, which 
is extensive, and partakes of the wild and romantic scenery of the neighbouring 
country. It is celebrated for the due flavour of its venison, and contains a herd of 
wild cattle, the remains of a breed which has been kept here from time immemorial, 
and is supposed indigenous. - 

The venerable Mansion, built of dark-coloured stone, is situated in a dell, and is 
not discerned from the road, until approached very near; screened by the high 
grounds of the Park, and backed by noble woods, it defies the wintry blast. Before 
the North Front is a large Entrance Court, enclosed with handsome iron palisades, 
entered by an ancient gate, ornamented on its piers with cumbent lions and eagles. 
Originally erected in the reign of Elizabeth, the characteristic features of that 
interesting period are observed in the plan of the House, and in the principal part 
of the North Front, the details of which are minutely represented in our view. 
The centre compartment, in which is the Entrance Porch, with stone seats on 
either side, is rich in architectural ornament, of the grotesque or mixed kind 
which then prevailed, and bears the chief armorial quarterings of the family, eight 
in number, with the motto " En Dieu et ma foi." Above this is a dial, and the 
whole is finished with an open pediment enclosing Minerva, which termination was 
the work of Giacomo Leoni, who also cased the extremities of this Front, and 
made considerable alterations in other parts of tho building about the year 1726. 
The North Front most probably was originally surmounted by an open parapet. 
The architecture of the wings is of the Corinthian order, in fine proportion, a want 
of harmony with the venerable centre is the only objection. Leoni was a classical 
architect, and bis acquirements corresponded with the progressive state of art 
at the time he lived ; we have therefore had occasion to praise his taste in Man- 
sions entirely of his construction, but here his talents were certainly misapplied. 
The modern repairs have been conducted with reference to the (era in which the 
Mansion was built, and great improvements have been made by the present pro- 
prietor in the spirit of the founder, under the able direction of Mr. Lewis Wyatt. 
These restorations are particularly apparent on the East Front, broken by numerous 
projections, and surmounted by statues of Acteon and Diana. On this side is a 
handsome Conservatory, 1*20 feet long. 

The South Front is entirely the work of Leoni ; it is raised upon a rusticated 
basement, and in the centre is adorned with a noble portico, which, as well as the 
whole elevation, is of the Ionic order. A Lantern Tower rises above, surmounted 
by balustrades of stone. On the pediment are statues of Venus, Neptune, and 
Pan. A piece of water before this Front has lately been filled up, and the Bowl' 
ing Green destroyed. A part of the old walls and gate are still standing on the 
verge of the wood, opposite the front. 

The West side has also been restored by the present proprietor. On this Front 
is a Terrace, forming a Lawn, with a pedestal and va*e in the centre. In the 
Grounds below, a fountain is constantly playing, and the gentle murmur of a 
waterfall is heard rushing from the woods in tho Swine Park. 

The Mansion surrouuds a Court or Quadrangle, in the manner of ancient times. 
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The Hall is t ftmtm ' its decorations are of the Ionic order, and upon the cor- 
nice are displayed the wide-spreading horns of the red deer. On the chimney- 
piece of stone, are sculptured helmets and swords. The dogs used for burning 
wood, and the fender, are ancient and fine. Above, are hung two ancient helmets, 
a sword and a pair of spurs, said to have been worn by Perkin a Legb, at the battle 
of Cressv. There are also full-length portraits of Edw. III. and the Black Prince. 

The Apartments, which are of fine dimensions, are ei» tuite upon the principal 
story, viz. the Drawing-room, the Stag Parlour, the Dining-room, the Ante-room, 
the Library, the Saloon, the State Bed-room, the Mahogany Bed-room, the Velvet 
and Yellow Bed-rooms, with corresponding Dressing-rooms, are also upon this 
floor, and mostly hung with tapestry. 

The Grand Staircase is of oak, with a handsome ceiling adorned with rich pen- 
dents, and the armorial ensign of the family, — a hand bearing a bauner. It leads 
to the upper Gallery, in which is the Knight's North-east Bed-room, the Crimson 
Bed-room, and a noble chamber, 119 feet in length, fronting the east, in which 
there are many old family portrait*. The chimneypiece, in the centre, is very 
large, of the time of Elizabeth, with the Royal Amu and supporters in high relief 
over it. The Steward's room, kitchen, and offices, are upon the groand-floor. 

The Gallery of Communication, which is continued all round the Quadrangle, 
contains casts from the Phigalian Marbles, Antique Frieses, comprehending the 
contest between the Centaurs and Lapitha?, and the Greeks and the Amazons, 
which formerly ornamented the Cella of the Temple of Apollo Epieurus, at Phi- 
galia, in Arcadia. 

The Drawing Room, situated at the North East angle of the building, is about 
40 feet square. The ceiling is panelled, and very richly ornamented ; Ionic columns 
support the entablature of the chimney-piece, above which are cary atides bearing a 
pediment, and enclosing a compartment filled with tbe arms and supporters of 
Queen Elizabeth, very large. Three windows on the North side contain many 
coats of arms and quartering* of Lcgh, and of the family connexions, in ancient 
stained glass, while on the East is a most glorious Oriel, the mullioned compart- 
ments of which are completely filled with this splendid embellishment, comprising 
a series of the quartered coats of arms of the Knights of the Garter in 1500, all in 
ancient glass. This window is one of the handsomest of the kind in the kingdom. 

The most curious apartment is The Stag Parlour, so called from its decorations. 
The room is hung with tapestry, and the furniture, as in many other parts of the 
house, is coeval with its foundation. The ceiling is panelled, and round the room 
below the cornice, are twelve ornamental compartments in relief, representing the 
hunting of the stag, painted in their proper colours. The ancient Chimney-piece 
is particularly curious : it is in three compartments ; in the first are the arms and 
quarterings of the family, all properly blazoned. In the second is the Royal 
Arms, between the allegorical figures of Peace and Plenty. In the third is a view 
of the North front of Lyme Hall, in its original state. On the top appears a large 
Louvre, or lantern, which was taken down, and erected in the plantation on the 
east side of the House, where it now stands in what is called the Lantern Wood. 
In the front of the House is represented the custom formerly observed here about 
Midsummer, of driving the deer round tbe Park, and collecting them in a body 
before the House, swimming the whole through the water. 

The Grand Dining Room, on the East front, is very handsome. In the deep Bay 
Window is an antique marble fountain supported by a statue. The ceiling is highly 
ornamented ; over the doors are crests, and some rich carvings by Gibbons, taste- 
fully introduced. In the Library are antique basso-relievos, brought from Greece by 
the present proprietor, and inserted witbin the wall with busts over the book-cases. 

The &lm is a <par.uu* apartment, panelled with oak. and divided into compartment* br Corinthian 
columns, between which ate emblems of the Sciences, Field Sports. isc, carved by Grinling Gibbons. 

In the numerous apartments is a large collection of Family Portraits, and other pictures. The domestic 
chapel is sitaated at the North Fast angle of the house. 

The Manor and Estate at Lyme was originally granted to Perkin a 1-ec.h. for his service St the battle of 
Cressv. and during the wars in France. After the death of Edward III., and his son, the Black Prince, he 
served with the same fidelity. King; Rn-hard II., but was taken at Chester, and beheaded by Henry Poke of 
Lancaster, who ordered his head to be set upon one of tbe loftiest towers of Cheater. Inn chapel at Mac 
cl«6eld, belonging to the Lcghs of Lyme, is his Monument, containing also the body of Sir Piers, his ton, 
repaired by Sir Peter Leah, Km. of Lyme, in 1G26. Sir Thomas Legh, Kut. was slam it the battle of Blore 
Heath, in 1459. where the Cheshire men are known to have been the greatest sufferers. 

Thomas Legh, Esq., the present proprietor of Lyme Hall, is the Representative in Parliament for Newton, 
in Lancashire. 
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THE SEAT Or 

CLEMENT SWETENHAM, ESQ. 



This ancient mansion of the family of Swetenham is three miles north-west 
from the town of Congleton, on the right of the high road, leading from thence 
to Holmes chapel. Its situation is extremely pleasant, on the banks of the 
Dane, a small river, which, after flowing through a delightful part of the county, 
joins the Weever near North wich. 

The House was erected in 1612, the tenth year of the reign of James I., and 
retains all the principal features of its original character, in the peculiar style 
of its architecture. On the north front are bold projections, terminating in 
pointed gables, with windows labelled ; the mullionB also are of stone. Until 
within these few years, the whole was surrounded by a moat, now filled up. 

Some alterations and considerable improvements have been made by its pre- 
sent possessor, from designs by, and under the direction of Webb, particularly 
with regard to the interior, where the arrangements have been calculated to 
increase the convenience, without destroying the effect, of an ancient family 
residence. The Morning-room, so called, is panelled with old oak, and cor- 
responds in its decoration with the early date of the mansion. The plate 
represents the south front, upon which is a large bay window, much admired. 

The home view over the rich valley of the Dane, is picturesque and beautiful, 
having in the back-ground a chain of hills between those striking objects, Mole 
Cop and Cloud End ; the former elevated 1091 feet above the sea at low-water 
mark. 

Somerford-Booths is a township of the parish of Astbury, in- the hundred of 
Macclesfield. In the mother church of Astbury, one mile from Congleton, are 
monuments of the Swetenham family, who are of considerable antiquity in this 
county, tracing their lineal descent from the early period of Edward I., and 
which appears in an emblazoned pedigree on vellum, in possession of the 
family. 
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THE 8«AT OF 

RANDLE WILBRAHAM, ESQ. 



This Seat was long in the possession of a family which derived its name from 
the Estate. As far back as the reign of Edward II. it was the residence of 
William de Rode, who bore for Arms, argent, two quatrefoils and a chief 
sable ; crest, a wolf's head sable, collared argent ; and whose descendant, 
Handle Rode, Esq. possessed it in the time of King Charles II., by whom it Mas 
sold to the Wilbrahams of Townsend, or Namptwicb. The Wilbraham family 
is descended from Sir Richard de Wilburgham, who was sheriff of Cheshire, 43 
Henry III., A. D. 1259, and married two heiresses of the houses of Vernon and 
of Venables, from the latter of whom the present family springs. 

The eldest branch, or Wilbrahams of Woodhay, terminated in an heiress, 
who, in 1GS0, married on Earl of Dysart, and carried the possessions into that 
family. The second branch established itself in the fifteenth century at 
Townscnd in Namptwich ; where, as appears from King's Vale Royal, (a very 
curious book, published in 165(5, relating to the county of Chester,) they more 
than once received King James I. in his progress through the county. That 
House is now pulled down, and one branch of the family is settled at Delamere 
House, near the forest of that name, and another at Rode Hall. 

The present Mansion was originally erected by Randle Wilbraham, Esq., 
member for Newton, in Lancashire, the thirteenth in lineal descent from Sir 
Richard de Wilburgham aforesaid ; at whose death, in 1771, it fame to his only- 
son, who, on his marriage with the niece and heiress of Sir Thomas Bootle, of 
Lathom House, in Lancashire, took the name and arms of Bootle, in addition 
to his own. He died in 1/90, and was succeeded in his Cheshire estates by his 
second son, the present possessor, by whom the House has been enlarged and 
improved; and who has erected a large and handsome conservatory at the 
entrance, and has also laid out the grounds in modern style, which are 
beautifully sloped down to a piece of water, a mile in length. From the 
opposite side of the water, the House is seen to great advantage, and this is the 
spot chosen for our drawing. The view from the House is extensive, and 
commands a great part of Cheshire, with the hills of Delamere Forest, and the 
rock on which are the ruins of Beeston Castle. At the back of the House is 
the hill of Molecop, or Mowcop, which divides the counties of Stafford and 
Chester, and is of great height, so as to be visible from almost the whole of 
Cheshire. The tower on the summit is the property of Mr. Wilbraham. 

The Estate is situated in the township of Old Rode, in the Hundred of 
Northwich, within a short distance of the borders of Staffordshire, between the 
two roads from London to Liverpool, one passing by Congleton, the other by 
Brereton Green, and a mile from the Wilbraham Arms, an inn on the latter 
road, about one hundred and fifty-eight miles from Loudon, and about four 
from the ancient town of Sandbach. The grand trunk, or Staffordshire canal, 
runs through a part of the estate, and leaves the county at Law ton, about two 
miles from Rode Hall, celebrated for its salt-works. The Arms of Wilbraham 
are, argent, three bends wavy, azure ; crest, a wolfs head erased, argent. 
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THE SEAT OP 

HUGH PARKIN. ESQ. 



Skirsgill is delightfully situated upon the northern bank of the Eamont, a 
short but beautiful river, flowing from the Lake of Ullswater, which lies four 
miles to the west, and, after watering the rich and fertile vale of the same 
name, joins the Eden, forming in all a course of about ten miles. 

The house stands in the parish of Dacre, only one mile from the town of 
Penrith, and, in point of situation, possesses many advantages. 

The estate formerly belonged to the family of Whelpdalea, of whom it was 
purchased, towards the end of the last century, by the present proprietor, who, 
in the year 1795, built the present Mansion, near the site of the old one. It is 
a red hewn-stone building, containing the principal apartments upon the 
ground-floor ; they consist of a Hall, Dining-room, Drawing-room, Library, 
and Morning-room, of well-proportioned dimensions, with an appropriate 
number of excellent bed-rooms. 

The grounds are greatly indebted to nature for their beauty and variety ; 
they comprise some delightfully shady walks along the banks of the river 
Eamont, commanding many very pleasing views, which are not a little enhanced 
by the grey towers of Yarwarth, rising from a well-wooded bank, on the West- 
moreland side of the river. 

Upon the sloping lawn, shewn with the south front, in our plate, is a remark- 
ably fine spring, which was formerly held in such veneration by the peasantry, 
that a sort of annual fair was held round its margin. 

The surrounding country possesses great beauty ; its surface is finely varied 
with hill and dale, generally well-wooded, and terminated on the east and west 
by a lofty range of mountains, which form an exquisite back-ground to the 
picturesque scenery with which it abounds. 



Cotibg Caetlt, Cumberland: 

THB BEAT OF 

HENRY HOWARD, ESQ 



Although not now possessing the character and appearance of a fortrees, this 
elegant Mansion occupies the Bite of an ancient Castle, and actually consists, in 
part of the very walls of a large square Tower, such as was not an unfrequent 
object upon the Marches in early times. It stands on the Bummit of precipit- 
ous cliff, overhanging the east side of the river Eden, about five miles east 
from Carlisle. The rocky, but richly wooded, banks of the Eden, both above 
and below Corby, are the delight of every visitor to this part of the kingdom. 
The following lines, written by David Hume, about 1/50, upon a pane of glass 
at the Old Bush inn, at Carlisle, were communicated to Mr. Howard by Sir 
Walter Scott :— 

" Here chicks, in eggs for breakfast, sprawl, 
Here godless boys, God's glories squall, 
While Scotsmen's heads adorn the wall — 
But Corby's walks atone for all." 

The very beautiful scenery of the pleasure-grounds at this seat, has been most 
admirably kept up by plantations, and other minor improvements, while fresh 
charms have been elicited by the tasteful judgment of its later proprietors. 
The view, represented in our plate, was taken from a finished sketch by Miss 
Catherine Howard, one of the daughters of the present possessor, and shews 
the south front, on the towering eminence, with the river dashing over its 
rocky bed at its base. 

The mansion was made uniform, and entirely cased with stone, after tlie 
Grecian Doric Order, in 1813 : all the ancient walls of the Castle are more 
than six feet in thickness. The Castle and Demesne were purchased, in the 
reign of Hcnrv VII. by Lord William Howard, 3rd son of Thomas, Duke of 
Norfolk ; the *" belted Will Howard" of Border History, who gave it to Sir 
Francis Howard, Knight, his second son, the direct ancestor of the present 
possessor. Besides the valuable collection of Pictures, which comprise many 
cif the illustrious possessors of Corby Castle, (but which are too numerous to 
be particularized here,) the following curiosities are well worthy of notice : — 
A square Tablet in the Hall, dug out of the ruins of Hyde Abbey, near Win- 
chester, inscribed "Alfredus Rex, 881 :" — The Grace Cup of Thomas a Becket, 
Archbishop of Canterbury, particularly described in the Archsologia, and which 
was bequeathed by will from Lord Edward Howard, the Admiral, to King Henry 
VIII., whom he survived. It is of ivory, mounted in silver gilt, and set with 
precious stones : round the cup, in ancient characters, is " VtitUItt tUUttt 
flits* ruttl gauDti) J" and on the cover is the admonition, " £>Ot>rU fStOtf l n — 
Another very curious Cup, formed of a Nautilus shell, mounted in silver, and 
set with stones and pearls, of very ancient workmanship ; certainly as old as 
Edward the Third's reign :— Also, the Claymore of Major Macdonald, the Fergus 
M'lvor of Wavcrlcy. 

In the Church of Wetheral, on the opposite side of the river, is a most ele- 
gant monument, to the memory of Maria Howard, the daughter and co-heiress 
of Lord Archer, who died in 1/89. Nollekens was the sculptor. 
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THE SEAT OF 

WILLIAM SPENCER CAVENDISH, 

DUKE OF DEVONSHIRE. 



Tub estate of Chatsworth, which anciently belonged to the family of Leeche, was purchased 
by Sir William Cavendish, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. He began a noble Mansion, 
which was not finished until after his death, which happened in 15.17. A few yean* before 
the Revolution, that structure was taken down, and the present splendid edifice raised in 
iU stead, by that illustrious patriot, William Cavendish, the first Duke of Devonshire, and 
the friend of the unfortunate Lord William Russell. 

Chatsworth House stands in a wide and deep valley, and near the foot of a high moun- 
tain, covered with wood. 'Hie river Derwent winds gracefully through the Park, and the 
approach to the Mansion is over a bridge of three arches, erected by Paine, and ornamented 
with figures by Cibber. The house is built in the Ionic order, with a flat roof, surrounded 
by a balustrade, and forms nearly a square of about 100 feet, having four regular fronts, 
enclosing a quadrangular court, in the centre of which is a fountain, and a statue of 
Orpheus. The principal entrance is on the west, by a noble flight of steps, to a terrace 
extending the whole length of the building. The front, which faces the gardens, is magni- 
ficent ; under the cornice of the frieze U the family motto—" cavesdo tutus," in large 
letters. The interior of Chatsworth is splendidly adorned with painted walls and ceilings ; 
as well as with most beautiful carved ornaments in wood, by Gibbons. 

The Hall is 60 feet by 27 — the ceiling, end, and one side, display representations of an 
assembly of the Gods; Julius Cresar sacrificing, and his assassination at the foot of 
Pompey's statue. These were originally pointed by Verrio and La Guerre, but were 
retouched a few years ago. From the Hall, a double flight of steps, and a long gallery, 
conduct to the Chapel, which is very elegantly fitted up, and decorated with paintings by 
Verrio, and a variety of exquisite carvings by Gibbons. The altar-piece, by the former, 
is one of his best performances : it represents Christ reproving the incredulity of St. Thomas. 
The ceiling is covered with a painting of the Ascension. 

The Dancing Gallery, 100 feet by 22, is exceedingly splendid. The ceilings and pannels 
are elegantly painted, and the cornices gilt : in the coves are various statues. A point- 
cravat, a woodcock, and a medal, carved in wood, by Gibbons, presented by him to the 
Duke of Devonshire, on the completion of his work at Chatsworth, are here preserved in 
a glass-case. In the dressing-room to the best bed-chamber, is a small, but beautiful 
collection of fossils, which was made by her Grace, the late most amiable and accom- 
plished Duchess of Devonshire, the mother of the present Duke, who, among other superior 
acquirements, possessed considerable skill in mineralogy. 

The suite of rooms, called ' Mary Queen of Scots,' is thought to correspond in situation 
with those occupied by that unfortunate princess, when she was kept a prisoner in the old 
house at Chatsworth, under the care of the Earl of Shrewsbury. Thirteen years of her 
captivity were passed here ; and from this place she wrote her second letter to Pope Pius, 
bearing date the 31st of October, 1570. 

The Park is nine mile? in circumference, and it " beautifully diversified with bill and dale, at well aa 
various plantation*, which range in line sweeping manses over the inequalities of the ground. The prospects 
from different part* are exceedingly fine ; and one view, looking back lioro the south, possesses estraurdmary 
grandeur. Immediately below the eje is the rich vale, animated by the meandering current of t: e Detwenl; 
more distant is the house, with a fine back-around of wood, rearing in solemn majesty; and far teyond, the 
blue hills of Casllelou skirting the honion." 

Great alterations were made here by the late Mr. Brown, who modernized tho park and grounds, improved 
the water, and destroyed the geneial formalities of the place. The water works, indeed, yet exist ; but they 
are considered only as mere matters of runosity and expense, and the remains of that s[«cie» of garden magni- 
6rence. which has long been exploded by a happy attention to the power and beauties of nature. On the 
highest point of the mountain behind the bouse, stands the Huotmg Tower, which, though it is 90 feet high, 
the top only of it can be seen from the valley. This edifice commands a most extensive view, and is supposed 
to have been erceled for the convenience of ladies who might wish to partake of the diversion of hunting, 
without incurring its fatigues. Un the extensive moor behind it, is that vast natural reservoir, said to be 
16 acres in extent, which supplies the house, and feeds the water- works. 

The present is the sixth Duke of Devonshire. This nobleman was born at Paris, May 21st, 1790, and 
succeeded to the ducal dignity on the death of his father. July », 181 1. In 18'26, his Giace was nominated 
Ambassador Kstraordinary from his Britannic Majesty, to assiit at the coronation of the Kmpcror Nicholas 
<rf Russia- The Duke of Devonshire is Lord Lieutenant and Cuitos Kotulorum of the county of Derby. 



THE SKAT OF 

CORNELIUS HEATHCOTE RODES, ESQ. 



It is a handsome Mansion-house, of the style prevalent in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, of which it is a good specimen, and was built in the year 1583, by 
Francis Rodes, one of the Justices of the Common Pleas. Its figure approaches 
nearly to a square, with four fronts, the principal of which, facing the south, 
is most ornamented. This is approached by a flight of steps leading through 
a porch adorned with pillars of the Doric order, to the Hall, which has been 
modernized, but still retaining many features of the original design. The 
principal front, which has not been altered, is adorned with bow-windows. 
The arrangement of the interior has been somewhat changed, to make it more 
suitable to modern convenience and comfort, of which the House affords a large 
share ; in one of the rooms, on the first story, now a billiard-room, taken out 
of the great chamber, is a magnificent stone chimney-piece enriched with fluted 
Doric pillars, supporting statues of Justice and Religion, armorial bearings, 
and various ornaments in bas-relief. In the upper part, are the Anns of Rodes, 
with these inscriptions : — " francis rodes servibns doming rbgins ad 
legem 1584, JCTATts svx 50." In the lower part, two shields, bearing the 
Arms of Rodes, with different empalements ; one supported by a judge on 
dexter side, inscribed, " franciscvs rodes," and by a lady on the other, 
inscribed, " kliz. sanoford." The other shield, with the same supporters, 
inscribed, " franciscvs rodes, maria charlbton :" at bottom, is this inscrip- 
tion: "CONSTITDTUS JUSTICIARIES DE BANCO COHMDNI, 30 ELIZ." — The offices 

and stables which surround a court on the west side of the House, have been 
rebuilt in a style corresponding with the House. It is situated north-east of 
Chesterfield. 
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THB SEAT OF 

RICHARD CAVENDISH, 

LORD WATERPARK. 



This Seat stands upon a rising ground, and is remarkable for its fine situation, 
commanding a view of the town of Uttoxeter, distant about a mile and a half 
of the river Dove, which divides this county from Staffordshire, flowing through 
rich pastures that extend along its banks, and of a range of distant hills, on the 
opposite side of the valley. 

The foundations of the Mansion were laid on the 6th of July, 1769, by the 
Right Honourable Sir Henry Cavendish, Bart, the grandfather of the present 
noble proprietor. The elevation is handsome, the basement story is of stone, 
from which rise six pilasters, also of stone, which support a pediment ; the 
rest of the front is brick. 

Doveridge was held by Edwine, the ninth and last Earl of Mercia, at the 
time of the Norman Conquest. But this prince being betrayed and slain, it 
was given to Henry de Fcrrars. Berta, his wife, founded a Priory at Tutbury, 
in Staffordshire, and endowed it with lands of considerable value, in Doveridge. 
When this religious house was dissolved, in the time of King Edward VI., 
these lands were granted to Sir William Cavendish. 

The Right Honourable Sir Henry Cavendish, Bart, married in 17»7j Sarah, 
heiress of Richard Bradshaw, Esq. descended from the Lord President Bradshaw. 
She was created Baroness Waterpark, June 14th, 1792. Her eldest son, the 
present Peer, succeeded to the title in 1807, upon the death of his mother. 

His Lordship is descended from a branch of the same family as the Dukes 
of Devonshire. Sir Henry Cavendish, of Doveridge House, was created a 
Baronet in 1755 ; and accompanied his relation, William, Duke of Devonshire, 
to Ireland, when his Grace was Lord Lieutenant. By him he was appointed 
a Teller of the Exchequer, and a Privy Counsellor. Sir Henry become also 
possessed of large estates in Ireland, by his marriage in 1730, with Anne, only 
daughter and heiress of Henry, son of Sir Richard Pyne, of Waterpark, County 
Cork, and of Codham Hall, Essex, Lord Chief Justice of Ireland. He died 
in 1776, and was succeeded by his eldest son, Sir Henry Cavendish, before- 
mentioned. 
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TUB 8BAT OW 

SIR HENRY FITZHERBERT, BART. 



The entrance-gate to this ancient Mansion is about four miles from the town 
of Ashborne, on the road from thence to Buxton, and opens to a remarkably fine 
avenue, more than half a mile in length, but which is not continued quite up to 
the house. On the left of this avenue is a clump of trees, under which it is said 
('ongreve wrote one of his comedies. The carriage front, represented in the 
View, is towards the village, having before it a court, enclosed by a wall, and a 
curious gateway, coeval with the house, consisting of an arch, surmounted by 
a bold cornice, almost concealed by the woodbine which has entwined the fret- 
work of the parapet. The Mansion was most probably erected in the latter end 
of the reign of Elizabeth ; a few alterations in the windows arc evident, but it 
otherw ise preserves its original character ; the whole is of stone. Over the arch 
of the entrance-porch, is a square compartment, sculptured with the family arms, 
viz. Gules, three lions rampant, or ; within a mantle, above which is the helmet 
and crest, an arm and gauntlet erect ; within the porch arc several pieces of old 
armour, and the heraldic bearing again blazoned in proper colours. The porch 
opens to a very handsome dining-room, panelled with oak, but coloured white. 
The chimney-piece reaches to the ceiling, and is very much admired, both on 
account of its elegance and just design, and also of the beauty of its workman- 
ship. It is built of the Hopton-wood stone in this county. The western 
drawing-room is of a more modern construction, and is furnished in very good 
taste. The pictures are — a very good copy of Raphael's Holy Family ; a portrait 
of Mrs. Fitzherbert, wife of William Fitzherbert, Esq. M.P. and daughter of 
Lyttleton Meynell, Esq. of Bradley Hall, in this county. This is the lady, of 
whose understanding and talents Dr. Johnson has so highly spoken in several 
of his works — it is a very good picture by Hudson. A portrait of the late 
Sir William Fitzherbert, painted at Rome by Battoni, when he was travelling 
with the late Duke of Devonshire. A portrait of Sir William's sister, Selina, 
wife of the late Henry Gaily Knight, Esq. of Langoed and Firbcck, in York- 
shire ; and a portrait of Lord St. Helens, both by Angelica Kauifman. Two 
full-length pictures of the late King and Queen, by'Romney. A portrait of the 
present Ladv Fitzherbert, by Sir William Bcechcy; and an excellent bust of 
Lord St. Hel ens, by Nollekcns, one of the latest works of that celebrated 
sculptor.. Over this dining-room, is a room lighted by the fine mullioned 
bay-window above the porch. The chimneys are composed of short columns 
with Doric mouldings. 

On the garden front of the Mansion is a fine open view of the country 
towards Ashborne. 

The family of Fitzherbert have been seated at Tissington ever since the reign 
of King Henry V. ; and at Norbury and Somerset Herbert, in this county, since 
the Conquest. John, a younger son of Sir Nicholas Fitzherbert, of Tissington, 
was sheriff of Derbyshire, in 1602. Sir John, his son, served the same office 
in 1621 : hiB lineal descendant, William Fitzherbert, Esq. of Tissington, was 
M.P. for Derby, in 1/62, and, in 1768, Recorder of the same place, and a Lord 
of Trade and Plantations ; he was the intimate friend and companion of Johnson, 
Burke, Garrick, and all the celebrated literati of the last age ; his only surviving 
■on is the Right Honourable Allcync Fitzherbert, Lord St. Helens. William, his 
eldest son, was Recorder of Derby, and, in 1/83, was created a Baronet; he 
died in 1791, and was succeeded by Sir Anthony Perrin Fitzherbert, Bart, who 
died in 1799, and was succeeded by his brother, Sir Henry Fitzherbert, the 
present Baronet. 
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THE SKAT OK 

THE EARL OF HARRINGTON. 

This mansion is situated four miles south-east from Derby, and is approached l>y 
a very line avenue above a mile in length. Our View of the principal front was taken 
from the low parapet wall which surrounds the lawn, and shews the small part of 
the ancient seat, since rebuilt in a style corresponding with the centre and the 
other wing. These have been re-erected by the present Earl of Harrington, from 
ili-signs by the late James Wyatt, by Mr. Walker, architect. The stables, Ac. have 
been also rebuilt in a very handsome manner. 

The new Entrance-ball is particularly striking; the roof is groined, and covered 
with tracery; on the side are two beautiful niches; and, at the end, is a complete 
suit of tilting armour of the time of Elizabeth : the new Drawing-room is hung with 
tapestry, representing the story of Don Quixote ; three largo subjects. The fine 
screens are also of tu|>estry, and the furniture of every room is richly gilt, and bine 
damask. The Dining-room in the old wing is panelled white and gold : the 
chimney-piece bears the arms and quartering* of Stanhope, with the crest in an 
upper compartment, [u the Servants'-hatl is another fine old chimney-piece, 
carved with armorial decorations : here is also that emblem of hospitality and good 
living, a Black Jack, containing about eight gallons, blazoned with the initial II. 
and coronet. The Gardens arc chiefly laid out in the ancient manner, with vases 
and statues interspersed amid the foliage. The Church of Elvaston is near die 
Hall ; it is dedicated to St. Bartholomew, and formerly belonged to the priory of 
Shelford, in Nottfnijliainshirc 

The manor, in the reign of Edward IV., belonged to Walter Blunt, Lord 
Mountjoy, of Thurvaston, KG., and afterw ards to the family of Pole, of lladburn. 
In lo'W, the 3l)th year of tho reign of Jlenry Vlll., Elvaston was granted to 
Sir Michael Stanhope. 

Sir John Stanhope, eldest son of Sir John Stanhope, of Shelford, by his second 
marriage, resided at Elvaston ; he died 21)th May, 1038, and was buried under a 
marble monument in the church here. John Stanhope, Esq., his successor, died 
*2Uth March, I<W2, and is also buried at Elvaston : his only son, John, had three 
s, Charles, and William ; the youngest, at length, succeeded to the 



whole property, and was created Lord Harrington in 17*20, (a barony formerly in 
another branch of the family,) and on the nth February, 171*2, was advanced to the 
titles of Earl of Harrington and Viscount Petersham ; he died in 175*t. William, 
second Earl of Harrington, married Caroline, eldest daughter of Charles, Duke of 
Grafton, by whom he bad Charles, the third Earl of Harrington. 

$onu of toe Dritttipal Pirturr* at lilUaoton Kail. 

A portrait of the Duke of Schiimbcrg— James 
Crcston, K*c|. a commander, in 15Mt— Queen Ca- 
tharine, holding a portrait of Charles II. — Sir 



Waller Raleigh; ZurcAmt—Charles II. when a 
boy, in armour— George Villiers, Duke of Buck- 
ingham — Lady Roche»ter, and Sirs. E. Gwynn — 
Peter the Great— Duchn>s of Leinstcr — Lady 
Caroline Stanhope, three daughters of the Karl of 
Harrington, painted by Stroehling in IS19 — A 
head of Philip II. of Spain ; Titian— A portrait of 
Edward VI.— A portrait of Sir Joshua Reynolds— 
Gen. Pichegru ; Baron dt Totpinx. 1 80S — Charles 
II., James, Duke of York, and the Princess Mary, 
after Ymtlftk— Queen Henrietta Maria ; ditto — 
John, Archduke of Austria— Frederick the Great, 
of Prussia, half-length ; //. Frank, lTfiO — George 
Villiers, Dake of Buckingham— William. Duke 
of Somerset, a boy ; I*rlg — Mary, Princess of 
Grange — Charles II. when young, with a bow — 
Queen of Bohemia— Charles II.— Boors playing 
at bowls ; I). Tcnitrt — George III. a miniature — 
Edward VI. when a child— Isabella, first Duche** 
of Grafton, and her son Charles, the 2nd Duke — 
Countess of Harrington ; Sir J. Reynold*— Cha. II 



Philip II. of Spain— Henry. Prince of Wales; 
Corn. .Wr»- Five children of Charles I — Wil- 
liam, first Earl of Harrington— The portrait of Sir 
Mich. Fleming, Burt, of Brompton, Middlenex — 
Lady Fleming — the father and mother of the 
Countess of Harrington— John Wilniot, Earl of 
Rochester — The Emperor Napoleon, mounted-- 
Lord Petersham, when a child — Duke of Giafion 
— Hon. Augustus Stanhope, the youngest son of 
the Earl of Harrington, painted by Lady Carwhm- 
Stanho}*— CountHM of Sunderland ; Ltly— Sketch 

* the Ah. 
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of Col. Maurice Carr, as president of the Abori- 
gines, by the E«trf qf Ltitatrr, in 17HS — A th-u 
of Con way Castle, and other drawings, by the 
( ountruttf Harrington — Mary de Medicis — Pbilip, 
Earl of Chesterfield, in crayons — Chan. Edward, 
called the Young Pretender — Countess of Har- 
rington and berdnughter Maria, afterwards Duch- 
ess of Newcastle — La Duchesae de Cberrux- , 
Car. I Wersrrr/— Charles the Twelfth, of Swe- 
den—William, Duke of Gloucester— Charles II. 
in armour — Prince Rupert, in armour— James V I- 
leaving Scotland — Mary, Queen of Scots, (a copy 
from an original,) by Lady Curatinc Sttmhoyt—iic. 
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TM K SKAT OF 

THE EARL OF ORMOND. 



Sotton Haix is magnificent in its appearance, being a finely proportioned 
specimen of the richest order in architecture. The centre of the garden front, 
given in our view, is marked hy an angular pediment, containing the arms of 
the founder, Leake, Earl of Scarsdale : fourteen fluted Corinthian pilasters, 
rising from the very base of the building, support a bold blocked cornice, sur- 
mounted by balustrades, and continued round the whole edifice, which is large 
and nearly square ; the apartments are noble in size and proportions, and 
elegantly finished in their decorations. Standing upon an elevated site, the 
mansion commands many very beautiful views of the surrounding country. 
It is situated in the hundred of Scarsdale, three miles and a half south-east of 
Chesterfield, and near the town of Bolsover. 

Sutton has been the seat of several wealthy and distinguished families. In 
the fourth year of King Edward II., Reginald dc Grey, of Sandiacre, held the 
manor and estate, which he obtained by marriage with Lucy, daughter and heir 
of Robert de Haristou, Lord of Sutton-in-the-Dale, which, with other estates, 
by issue male failing, came by a female branch to the Hillarys, who took the 
name of Grey. John de Grey of this family, who died in the fourth year of 
Henry IV., had issue two daughters, Isabel and Alice, when Sir John Leake, 
by marrying the latter, became possessed of the Sutton estate. 

In the year 1611, Sir Francis Leake, Knight, his descendant, was raised by 
King James I. to the dignity of a Baronet : he was the sixth gentleman on 
whom this honour was bestowed ; and after, on the 26th of October, 1624, he 
was created a Baron of the realm, by the title of Lord Dcincourt, of Sutton. 
During the civil commotions in the reign of Charles L, Lord Dcincourt was 
eminently distinguished by his zealous attachment to his sovereign. This he 
shewed by sending him supplies of money; and, while Newark -upon-Trent 
remained one of bis garrisons, gave him his cordial advice in council. Two of 
his sons were also officers in the royal army, and lost their lives in the service 
of the king. In consideration of these testimonies of loyalty, Lord Dcincourt 
was advanced to the degree and dignity of an Earl, by the title of Earl of 
Scarsdale, by letters patent, bearing date at Oxford, Nov. 11, 1645, 21st of 
Charles I. Honours which his long-descended patrimony, by its wary accumu- 
lation, added to his proud pedigree from the Greys, a race of old nobility, 
may be ascribed to a legitimate source, namely, birth, character, services, 
and power. 

After the death of King Charles I. he is related to have become so much 
mortified, that he clothed himself in sackclotb ; and causing his grave to be 
dug some years before his death, laid himself therein every Friday, exercising 
himself in divine meditations and prayers. Departing this life in his mansion 
at Sutton, April 9, 1655, he was buried in the parish church. 

Nicholas Leake was the fourth and last Earl of this family; he died 
unmarried in the year 1736. After his decease, this mansion and estate became 
the property of the family of Clarke. Godfrey B. Clarke, Esq. who represented 
the county of Derby in several parliaments, constantly resided here, and died 
without issue in the year 1/74; when his estates descended to his sister and 
heiress : she married Joseph Hart Prycc, Esq., who, on his accession to the 
property, took the name of Clarke. His only daughter and sole heiress, Ann, 
married, March 17, 1805, at Ex mouth, Walter Butler, the late Marquess of 
Ormond, and eighteenth Earl of that title in Ireland. His lordship dying 
without issue, August 10, 1820, the title and this estate descended to his 
brother, James Wandesford, the nineteenth Earl of Ormond, &c. 
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THB SEAT OF 

LORD SCARSDALE. 



Kbdlkston Housk is situated about three miles from Derby, and is, without 
doubt, one of the most chaste and elegant edifices in the kingdom. It was 
built about fifty years ago by the late Lord Scarsdale ; the architect was Adams, 
who has here displayed his utmost skill and ingenuity. 

The north front is 130 feet in length ; and consists of a centre, and two 
pavilions, which are connected with the body of the house by two corridors. 
In the centre is a double flight of steps, which leads to a grand portico formed 
of six Corinthian columns, thirty feet high, and three feet in diameter, some of 
which arc of one stone. The Hall is uncommonly striking : its dimensions arc 
67 feet 3 inches, by 42 feet ; on each side are eight fluted pillars of variegated 
marble of the country, and two at each end, all of the Corinthian order, 25 feet 
high, and 2 feet 6 inches diameter. Behind the columns arc fine antique statues 
in niches, over which are basso-relievos in compartments, covered with festoons ; 
the ceiling is richly ornamented with paintings and relievos, after the antique. 
The Saloon, which is circular, is 42 feet in diameter, 54 feet 6 inches high, 
24 feet 6 inches to the cornice, which is extremely elegant; and crowned with 
a dome, ornamented with rich stucco-work. 

The Music-room is 36 feet by 24, and 22 feet high. In this room is the 
triumph of Bacchus, a large and capital piece by Luca Giordan i ; an old man's 
head, by Rembrandt ; Bacchus and Ariadne, byGuido; and other paintings. 
From this room, a corridor, hung with elegant prints, leads to the family apart- 
ments. The Breakfast- room is painted from the antique in Dioclesian's baths.— 
—The Grand Drawing-room is 44 feet by 28, and 28 feet high, with a covered 
ceiling after the antique ; a Venetian window and portals, finished with Corinthian 
columns of Derbyshire alabaster. In this room, as indeed in all the others, are 
many capital pictures by Raphael, Claude, Cuyp, &c. The Library is of the 
same dimensions as the Music-room ; over the chimney-piece is Rembrandt's 
celebrated picture of Daniel interpreting Bclshazzar's dream. 

The Dining-room is 36 feet by 24, and 20 feet high, the ceiling painted by 
Zucchi. The centre represents Love embracing Fortune, by I»ioriand ; four 
circles, by Zucchi, represent the four quarters of the globe ; and four squares, 
by Hamilton, the four seasons. The corridor on this side, which is used as a 
chapel, leads to a gallery overlooking the kitchen, which is 48 feet by 24, and 
lofty ; over the chimney-p'iecc is the significant motto—" Waste not, want not.'* 

The Park is nearly seven miles in circumference, and contains some of the 
finest trees in the kingdom. The house stands upon a rising ground, and from 
the north, or principal front, a beautiful green turf slopes down some hundred 
yards to the edge of a fine piece of water. This is abroad canal, which winds for 
nearly two miles through the park. An elegant bridge of three arches has been 
thrown over it : cascades and small islands are formed at various distances. 

The noble family of Curzon are descended from Geraldine de Curzon, who accompanied William 
the Conqueror to England. The first uccount of the family being »eated at Kedlejton i» in the lime of 
Edward I. John Carson was created a baronet by Charles I. in 1641, and wu succeeded by his son. 
Sir Nathaniel Curzon, who died March 4, 1719, having married, Sarah, daughter of William Pens, of 
Peon, Buckinghamshire, and by her, who died in 1788, had issue, Sir John, who, dying without issue, 
was succeeded by his brother, Sir Nathaniel Curzon, tike fourth baronet. He died in 1768, and was 
succeeded by his son, Nathaniel, created Baron Scarsdale, of Scarsdale, Derbyshire, June 0, 1701. 
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THK SKAT OF 

FRANCIS MUNDY, ESQ. 



Markr.vton, in the hundred of Morleston, lies about one mile and a half north- 
west from the town of Derby. This estate has been in the possession of the 
family of Muudy from the early period of Henry VIII. Sir John Mundy, 
Knight, was Lord Mayor of the city of London in the year 1522; he died in 
1537, at which time he possessed not only the manors of Markcaton, Mack- 
worth, and Allcstry, but a considerable extent of land at Little Chester, a 
Roman station, in this county, and at Findern, which latter is about four miles 
and a half south-west from Derby. The mansion is large, and appears to have 
been erected about the year 1720; the centre is ornamented with a pediment, 
and vases are ranged on the parapet; besides which, there is little of architec- 
tural decoration : the whole is constructed of red brick, with stone quoins, and 
casings to the windows ; so;ne additions of a modern character appear on the 
north side. The house fronts the east, and commands a beautiful view of the 
grounds, which are well wooded, and adorned by a fine piece of water, on 
the opposite side of which rises a small eminence covered with plantations. 
Our View of the Mansion was taken in the meadow, near the water, directly- 
opposite the principal front. 

Francis Mundy, Esq., of this place, was High Sheriff for Derby in 1617, and 
John Mnndy, Esq. in 1659 and 60. He was succeeded in his estate by Francis 
Mundy, Esq., who was also High Sheriff in 1694. 

The late Francis Noel Clarke Mundy, Esq. of Markeaton, published, in 1768, 
a collection of poems of great merit, and was also the author of a long and 
beautiful description of Ncedwood Forest, written in four-feet couplets. He 
married, in 17/0, Elizabeth, the eldest daughter of Sir Robert Burdett, Bart., of 
Foremark, in this county. He was chosen High Sheriff for Derbyshire in 1 772, 
and died in 1815. The Grand Jury of the County, regarding his merit in a 
superior light, placed a well-executed bust of him by Chantry in the County 
Hall, with an inscription recording his character and public services. His 
father was member of Parliament for the town of Leicester ; and his cousin, 
the late Edward Miller Munday, Esq., of Shipley, three miles from Derby, was 
the father of the late Duchess of Newcastle. 

Markcaton is a township belonging to the parish of Mackworth, situated in a 
remarkably healthful part of the county, but in consequence of the inhabitants 
removing to Mackworth, this hamlet is said to have declined. The Church is a 
neat structure with a spire, and the chancel is very handsome. The population, 
in 1811, consisted of one hundred and ninety-nine persons. 

The gallant Lord Audley, who was so instrumental in obtaining the glorious 
victory at Poictiers, in the twentieth year of the reign of Edward III., is thought 
by Pilkington, who wrote a history of Derbyshire in 1789, to have resided at 
Markeaton, and he quotes Stowe's Annals to prove, that in the 27th year of 
the reign of Edward I., Touchet Lord Audley held Merton, in this county. 
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*U*j> £K0tU, Surfmm; 

THB SKAT OF 

WILLIAM HARRY VANE, 

EARL OF DARLINGTON. 



This large and noble pile was principally erected by John de Neville, in the year 
1370, a license having been obtained from Thomas Hatfield, then Bishop of Dur- 
ham, for that purpose; some parts of the building may be referred even to the time 
of the Anglo-Saxons. Many alterations, absolutely necessary, have been made, 
and a new arrangement given to a part of iU plan, none of which materially affect 
its external form, which still presents an extensive and truly magniGcent scene, 
recalling at once to our minds all our ideas of the days of romantic chivalry. 

The Castle occupies a rising ground, and is built on a rocky foundation ; the 
embattled wall, with which it is surrounded, encloses about two acres of land. The 
entrance to this area is on the north, by a gateway, defended by two square towers. 
Within this Court is the grand entrance to the Castle on the west; on the exterior 
are three shields, bearing the arms of the Nevilles: the arch is groined, and has 
a gate with portcullis at each extremity; this is also flanked by two square towers. 
There is another entrance, made by the late Earl, of a more modern character, 
leading to the Hall. At irregular distances, are strong bulwarks or towers, deno- 
minated from their founders, the Clifford Tower and the Bnlmer Tower : from the 
top of the latter is a most extensive prospect, and near the summit two large B's, 
for Bulmer, are cut in the stone. 1 he Hall is uncommonly grand ; the roof is 
groined, and supported by columns; at one end is a flight of steps leading to the 
Presence Chamber, Music Room, Billiard Room, &c; over this is a spacious 
apartment, 00 feet in length, 34 feet in breadth, and 30 fect in height: in this 
Chamber the ancient festivals were held, and seven hundred Knights, who held 
of the Nevilles, are recorded to have been entertained at one time. The kitchen 
is a square of 30 feet, with an arched roof, and lighted from the centre ; there are 
also five windows, and a gallery running round the whole interior; it has three 
chimneys, and narrow passes are cut in the massive walls, through which provisions 
were conveyed to the banquet. 

Raby Castle also contains a most curious Museum of Natural History, collected 
with much care, skill, and attention, by the present Countess of Darlington. 

The Riding House and Hunting Stables, lately erected upon the most extensive 
scale, deserve particular notice. 

The Park and pleasure-grounds, together with the new plantations formed by 
the noble owner, correspond in their extent and beauty with the magnificence and 
dignity of the Castle : many parts command most beautiful prospects over a diver- 
sified tract of country, well wooded, whose distant eminences bound the horizon : 
one terrace is upwards 7i»0 yards in length. 

Upon the Estate is an extensive Farm, to which the late Earl devoted much of 
his attention. The farm-yard is excluded from the Castle by an embattled skreen, 
over the gateway of which is an ancient sculpture of a Bull, bearing an ensign, with 
the arms of Neville ; this was removed from Bulmer's Tower. 

The Stables and out-buildings are judiciously situated, not detracting from the 
grandeur of the Castle, and forming good objects in the various prospects from the 
grounds. Raby Castle was the chief residence of the great family of Neville, Earls 
of Westmoreland, and was among the estates forfeited for the rebellion in the north 
by Charles, the last Earl, in the reign of Queen Elizabeth. King James consigned 
them by grant to certain citizens of London for sale, and of them the Castle and 
demesne of Raby were purchased by Sir Henry Vane, Knt., whose grandson, Sir 
Christopher, was created Baron Barnard, of Barnard Castle, in this county, July H, 
1000, by King William HI. His immediate descendant, Henry, the third Lord, 
was by King George II. created Viscount Barnard and Earl of Darlington, by 
letters patent, April 3, 1754. The present Nobleman is third Earl of that title, 
and ia also Lord Lieutenant and Vice Admiral of the County Palatine of Durham. 



IJttittcqpctft (Tactic, Durham; 

TUB SEAT OF 

MATTHEW RUSSELL, ESQ. M P. 

The walls of this stately pile rise from a rocky precipice, nearly forty feet in height, at the 
foot of which winds a rivulet; the situation and irregularity of the edifice give it a most 
romantic appearance when seen from the bridge whence our view was taken ; but on the 
other sides a moat has formerly added to the defence of the Castle, the ground being 
nearly level for a considerable distance. It was erected by the Bulmer family during the 
early part of the reign of King Stephen, and appears originally to have consisted of four 
quadrangular Towers, with projecting angles or buttresses, and surmounted by turrets ; 
intermediate walls, with their loop-holes and battlements connecting the whole structure. 
In the year 1398, Ralph Neville, Earl of Westmoreland, is stated to have built much of it ; 
and the Earl of the same title and family, in the reign of Henry the Eighth, is also said 
to have added much new work ; subsequent alterations and additions have contributed to 
the very irregular appearance it now presents. 

• The principal Court is of an octangular form, and is entered oa the north by a Gateway, 
flanked by two square Towers, from which to the east and west a wall and parapet connect 
it with the main building on the south-west side ; between the latter and the Gate of 
entrance on the east side are two large square Towers, with projecting buttresses, and 
having a small turret at the summit of each angle, sustained on corbels, open at the sides, 
but not in front. On the west side the wall is high, the parapet on many parts hanging 
on corbels ; and where the wall forms angles, it is furnished with small square turrets on 
the area side, supported by an arch, and in the floor of each is a square aperture, which 
most probably was used, during a siege, to receive materials from persons below, whereby 
the guard should annoy those who assailed the wv.l!. The interior of this ancient edifice 
has been adapted to modem convenience.. • 

The family of the early possessors of the Castle terminated in Emma, daughter and 
heiress of Bertram Bulmer, who married Robert Neville, grandson of Gilbert de Neville, who 
came into England with the Conqueror, by whom she had a son and a daughter. Henry, 
the son, assisted the confederate barons against King John, to whom, in the 17th of his 
reign, he gave 100 marks to be restored to favour ; and, as a pledge of future fidelity, 
delivered two hostages and his Castle of Braneepeth into the King's hands, to be held at 
his pleasure. Henry dying without issue, 1 1th of Henry HI., his sister Isabel became his 
sole inheritor, and was married to Robert Fitz-Maldred, Lord of Raby, by whom she had 
a son called GefFrv, who, in honour of his mother, assumed die name of Neville; and from 
this marriage sprung the Earls of Westmoreland of that name, who retained possession of 
the Castle, till their rebellion in the reign of Elizabeth, when it, together with the Lordship, 
became forfeited, and were vested in the Crown by a special Act. In the reign of Charles I. 
they were sold, under the authority of letters patent, to Lady Middlcton and others. Three 
years afterwards, they were made over to Ralph Cole, Esq. of Newcastle, in trust for his 
son Nicholas Cole, Esq. who was created a baronet, March 4, 1640. His son, Sir Ralph 
Cole, Bart., in consideration of the sum of Hi, 800/. and annuities on the lives of himself 
and wife, conveyed the Castle and Lordship in 1701, to Sir Henry Bellasyse, Knt., whose 
grand-daughter dying in 1774, devised them to the Earl of Fauconbeig. Soon afterwards 
the Earl sold them to the late John Tempest, Esq.; and of him the estate, which then only 
consisted of about 4600 acres, was purchased by the late William Russell, Esq., who very 
greatly improved the ground: he married a daughter of the late Col. Milbanke, and, dying 
in 1817, left issue one son, the present proprietor of Braneepeth, and two daughters,' one 
of whom was married to Lieut.-Colonel Banbury, and the other to Lieut.-Gcucral Sir Gordon 
Drummond, G.CB. 

Among mint in.Unccs of well-directed munificence and patriotism eiemplified in the life of the late 
William Russell, may be mentioned an Hospital which be founded and liberally endowed in this county, for a 
considerable number of aged persons, with a School attached for a lane establishment of boys and (iris. In 
1795, he was prominently instrumental in raising a body of infantry in the county, to the expense of which he 
mainly contributed ; and subsequently, at the cost of several thousand pounds, entirely borne by himself, 
he raised and equipped a cor oa of Sharpshooters. 

During the late distresses, he received and maintained the poor coming from all quarters, in barracks con- 
structed for the purpose, where every requisite rumfortwas provided for them, while tie kept alive thoir habits 
of industry by engaging such a* were able in various works upon I is extensive estate ; thus employing his 
honourably acquired wealth in the discharge of the duties of a guod subject, and a practical christian. 

The present resident has also another beautiful seal called Hardwicke. near Sedejcncld, in this county. 

Ta» Vtaythtan sr» inettttef ic 3. Uoait. Uq. of Dj.rk.im, for tb« kneLi/ul |»ncil in\ iug at Uua siitiject, from • h.ch is* 
cellared ir.w.ut far ia. unseal it<i'»( »»• Bad*. _ 
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Hampton ftall, SJutlmm; 

THB SKAT OF 

LORD DURHAM. 



This Demesne was the possession of the Lambtons before the Conquest ; and 
has continued in that family through an uninterrupted line of succession. It is 
situated on the banks of the Wear, between Durham and Sunderland. Here 
the river, abandoning the level country through which it had flowed for some 
miles, romantically winds through the wooded banks and undulating grounds 
which form the scenery of Lambton Park. The Mansion is placed on a steep 
eminence, immediately overhanging the river, and is almost completely sheltered 
by the woods which crown the valley on every side, except the western, where 
the banks recede, and the blue hills of the western moors are seen bounding 
the horizon. 

The Park contains about 1200 acres, and is diversified by extensive woods 
and plantations. The Mansion was taken down by the late William Henry 
Lambton, Esq. M.P. for the City of Durham, and rebuilt on an extended scale, 
but is not yet entirely completed. 

The present proprietor, John George Lambton, Esq. one of the representa- 
tives in parliament for the County of Durham, has lately erected a Bridge of 
one arch over the Wear, in the valley beneath the house ; from whence it is 
visible, and forms a beautiful feature in the landscape. 

The interior of the bouse is arranged with great elegance and attention to 
comfort, and ornamented by many valuable pictures. In the Library, amongst 
others, is an excellent Portrait of William Lambton, Esq. by Sir Joshua Reynolds ; 
a Head, by Titian ; a Priest, by Bassano ; and a Portrait of the late William 
Henry Lambton, Esq. by Angelica Kauffman. 

The Saloon contains Glover's celebrated View of Durham Cathedral ; two 
Landscapes, by Domenichino ; and several Pictures by Salvator Rosa, Raffaellc, 
Both, and other eminent masters, ancient and modern. 

The approach to the Hall from the north, has lately been improved, by the 
erection of Lodges on the great North-road ; from whence, for two miles, you 
proceed through a continued line of plantations. The Entrances from Durham 
and Sunderland, have also, within these few years, been completed, from designs 
by Ignatius Bonomi ; under whose directions other extensive improvements are 
now carrying on. 



Inltim ®a&tlt, Our nam; 

THB SEAT Or 

JOHN LYON BOWES, 

EARL OP STRATH MO RE. 



Hilton Castlk stands low and sequestered in the Vale of Wear, three miles to 
the West of Wearmoath bridge, on the old road to Newcastle. The East Front 
exhibits an oblong square Tower, rising above a portico of modern Gothic work : 
upon the Tower are the Arms of Hilton with the ancient and singular crest on a 
dose helmet, Moses' Head, in profile, in a rich diapered Mantle ; above all, in 
bold relief, a stag couchant, collared and chained ; the sculpture is now extremely 
defaced. The West Front has in the centre, the great Entrance or Gatehouse, 
perhaps nearly in the state in which it was reared in the reign of Richard II. : on 
a banner are the Arms of England and France ; quarterly and underneath, thirteen 
mouldered shields, disposed in three rows, though somewhat irregularly and per- 
haps not in their original position, bearing the Arms of— 1, Neville; 2, Bishop 
Skirlaw ; 3, Percy and Lovaine quarterly, (these three shields are somewhat larger 
than the rest) ; 4, a Lion rampant, a label of three points, perhaps the Braband 
Lion alone, for the Heir of Percy ; 5, a Lion rampant ; 0, Hilton and Vipont 
quarterly: 7, Lumley ; 8. perhaps. Grey ; 9, Eure ; 10, qu Fits- Randal, of Mid- 
dle ham ; 11, Washington ; 12, Ogle; 13, qu Lilburne. The Gateway is defended 
by square projecting turrets, with hanging parapets, exactly resembling the coeval 
architecture of Lumley Castle ; on the right flanking Tower of the Gatehouse are 
the Anns of Vescy, Felton, and Heron ; and on the left flanking Tower, the 
Shields of Surtccs and Bowes with one, the bearings on which are effaced. Two 
round Towers, of later date, connect the Centre with uniform Wings of completely 
modern architecture. The ancient Turrets are still crowned with human figures 
some in grotesque attitudes, others as combatants, Ac. in the usual manner ; a 
custom, which, if it were not intended for mere ornament, was perhaps practised 
to deceive an approaching enemy, who could hardly tell, at some distance, whether 
the garrison were on the alert or not. 

The interior of the Castle consists of five stories ; a series of Portraits preserved 
here, represent the descendants from tbe ancient Barons of Hilton; the last 
Baron, in a suit of blue and gold, occupies a panel above the Fire-place, in tbe 
Dining Room. On the first Floor is a very spacious Saloon. 

The Grounds to the north and east of the Castle have been laid out in Slopes 
and Terraces, at the highest point of which, to the north, stands an elegant small 
Chapel ; above the South Window are the Arms of Hilton, quartering Vipont and 
Stapieton ; supporters, two Stags of very rude and antique design ; over the North 
Window tbe same Arms, without supporters, but with the singular crest. On the 
West Front five shields, Hilton quartering Vipont and Stapieton ; supporters, 
two Lions.no crest, twice repeated; Hilton and Vipont, quarterly, the Crest 
without supporters, twice repeated ; and Hilton quartering Vipont and Stapieton, 
with the Flags for supporters. 

The title of Baron is supposed to have been given to the Family of Hilton even 
before the creation of Barons, either by writ or summons, by the general courtesy 
of the country, from respect to the rank and immemorial existence of the Family, 
or as a sort of Provincial Peerage, Barons of the Bishopric, who sat in the Great 
Council of the Ecclesiastical Palatine. Of tbe high antiquity of the Hiltons, 
there is proof in the number of popular traditions, which in various ways account 
tor their origin ; and their pedigree is clearly traced from Romanus, the Knight of 
Hilton, temp. Henry II. 

John Hilton. Esq, who died 25th Sept. 1740, devised all his estates to his 
Nephew, Sir Richard Musgrave, of Hayton Castle, Bart., on condition of assum- 
ing the name of Hilton only. Within a few years afterwards, the whole of the 
Estates were sold under an Act of Parliament. The Castle and Manor of Hilton 
were contracted for by Wogan, Esq., for 30,000/., but the sale was never per- 
fected, and they were soon after sold to Mrs. Bowes, Widow of George Bowes, 
Esq. of Streatlam and G inside, whose Grandson, John, Earl of Strathmorc, is the 
present proprietor 
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TUB SEAT OF THE 

EARL OF SCARBOROUGH. 



Tbis ancient baronial residence stands between Durham and Newcastle, about 
a mile to the east of Chester le Street, on an elevated and beautiful situation ; 
its form is that of a perfect quadrangle, with an area in the centre, having at 
each angle massy square towers embattled and machicolated ; the whole is built 
with free-stone, of a bright and beautiful tint. The principal gateway is on the 
west, the entrance is formed by a double flight of steps to a platform, filling 
the whole space between the towers, from wl lence is a beautiful prospect ; at the 
bottom of the avenue which leads to the castle, is a fine basin of water, a salmon 
lock, and fisherman's cottage ; on the opposite elevated land is a view of Chester 
1c Street, with the Deanery-house and Church, beyond which is the House of 
Flatts, the Village of Pelton, backed by irregular grounds, interspersed with 
cottages and farms. At the foot of the eminence on which the castle is situated, 
on this side winds the river Wear, which continues its course on the south, 
where the front presents a more modern character ; it extends sixty-five paces 
in length. Towards the east, the castle hangs on the brow of the hill, over- 
looking a deep and well-wooded valley, through which the little river Beck 
meanders till it joins the Wear, the majestic and ancient structure on tbis front 
preserves its original form : a bold and Btately entrance-tower, with its machi- 
colated gallery, and flanked by turrets, forms the centre ; over the gate are six 
shields and crests carved in the stone, which ascertain the date of the alteration 
in the reign Richard II. ; a license having been obtained from that monarch, by 
Sir Ralph Lumley, who was thereby empowered to embattle the whole. The 
castle was originally founded by Sir Robert Lumley, in the reign of Edward I., 
and enlarged by his son, Sir Mannaduke Lumley. 

On the east front, a narrow terrace, between the walls and brink of the pre- 
cipice, is guarded by a curtain, above which the castle rises to the height of three 
stories, having mullioned windows ; the north front is obscured by offices. 

The Great Hall, 90 feet long, is arranged for a display of feudal splendour, 
having a gallery for Minstrels, a Knight in Armour on horseback, and a col- 
lection of Portraits, illustrative of the genealogy of the family. 1 . Liulphus ; 
2. Uchtrcd; 3. Gulielmus; 4. Sir William dc Lumley; 5. William de Lumley; 
6. Sir Robert de Lumley, founder of the Castle; 7« Sir Marmadukc de Lumley; 
8. Ralph, Lord Lumley ; 9. Sir John de Lumley ; 10. King Richard II. in a 
Chair of State, at his feet kneels Lord Lumley presenting a petition, which the 
King seems most graciously to receive ; the back ground is formed by a green 
curtain, and above the portrait SL it. 2. Hn DttO 1385 glo Hrg. 8. ; 11. Tho- 
mas, Lord Lumley, temp. Henry VI. ; 12. George, Lord Lumley ; 13. Thomas 
Lumley, who married Elizabeth Plantagenet, (natural,) daughter to Edward IV. ; 
14. John de Lumley ; 15. Richard de Lumley; 16. George Lumley; 17- Eliza- 
beth, daughter of John, Lord Darcy, of Chiche, second wife of John, Lord 
Lumley, temp. Elizabeth. The great Dining-room is situated in the Bouth-west 
Tower, the roof is groined, and the windows command a delightful prospect. 
In the little Dining-room are several fine portraits, among them JbAn, Lord 
Lumley', 1563. This nobleman collected an extensive library, which was after- 
wards purchased by James I., and now forms a valuable part of the British 
Museum. Joanna fits-Allan, daughter of Henry, Earl of Arundel, and first 
wife of John, Lord Lunilev. In the Music-room are Thomas Ratcliffe, Earl of 
Sussex ; and Robert, Earl of Salisbury. In the Drawing-room are portraits of 
And. Doria, inscribed " Pater Patria ;" he died at Genoa, 1560, a?t. 94 ; Sir Anth. 
Browne; Sir George Saville; Lady Sydney, by Holbein; Henry, Earl of 
Surrey, beheaded in 1546 ; Robert Ihtdley, Earl of Leicester, 1587 J Henry 
Fitz-Allan, last Earl of Arundel of that name ; he died iu 1579. 
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THK SEAT OF 

COLONEL CHAYTORS. 



Witton Castle was the ancient baronial mansion of the family of Eure, who 
held it of the bishops of Durham by military Bervice. Sir William Eure, Knt., 
in the 35th of Henry VIII., was created Baron Eure of Witton, in the county 
of Durham, by letters patent, dated 24th February : a ballad, inserted in the 
" Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border," apparently a strain of gratulation upon 
that event, commences — 

" Lord Earie iru u bratre a nao. 
As ever <tood in bis degree ; 
The king has seat biro a broad letter, 
All for bis courage and loyalty." 

Sir William was one of the bravest of his race, and was ennobled by Henry, on 
account of the vigour with which he prosecuted the Border warfare. He was 
afterwards slain, in the battle of Ancram Moor, fought between him and the 
Earl of Angus, in 1546. — Fide Notes upon the above ballad, by Walter Scott. 
The sixth Lord Eure fell in the battle of Marston Moor, in 1645; and Ralph, 
the eighth lord of that title, dying without issue, the barony is now presumed 
to be extinct. In the time of King Charles II., their venerable mansion was 
in the occupation of James Darcy, Esq., also of a baronial family : it lately 
belonged to the Hopper family; and, while undergoing a thorough repair, the 
greater part was unfortunately consumed by fire. It was, however, restored to 
its pristine appearance on the exterior, through the taste of Thomas Henry 
Hopper, Esq., who preserved the outward form of the ancient fortress, and, at 
the same time, rendered the internal arrangements more suitable to our extended 
ideas of convenience and domestic comfort. It is situated at no great distance 
from the town of Bishop's Auckland, and on the south side of the river Wear ; 
which, winding through the woody and romantic valley, crossing the centre of 
the palatinate, gives this district the name of Wear Dale. 

The Castle stands on a gentle slope, with a Lawn of the finest verdure. The 
extensive demesne is finely cultivated : while, on the north side of the river, 
the hills, in the distance, rise to a considerable height, presenting an admirable 
prospect, in perfect unison with the castellated architecture of the mansion. 
After the decease of J. T. H. Hopper, Esq., the whole was purchased, in 1816, 
by Colonel Chaytors. 
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TBS RESIDENCE OF 

BENJAMIN SEVERN, ESQ. 



This handsome stone edifice was erected by John Wallinger, Esq., in 1770, 
under the direction of Payne, the architect ; the centre, adorned by a pediment 
on which appears the family arms, is connected by a colonnade to the wingB, 
containing the offices, and servants' apartments : the interior arrangements of 
the centre comprehend both convenience and taste; the Staircase is much 
admired, and receives light from a handsome dome above. The principal 
Drawing-room is fitted up in a very superior style, and measures 36 feet by 
20 feet in extent ; there is also a smaller Drawing-room, which is in the centre 
of the house. From the upper apartments are the most delightful and exten- 
sive views, particularly to the south and to the west, which command the 
beautiful reaches of the Thames : from here that noble stream is seen in all its 
glory ; the vessels continually sparkling on the silvery surface, contribute to 
vary as well as to enliven this interesting prospect. Shooter's Hill, and the 
more distant eminences of the opposite county of Kent, appear in the distance: 
the Chelmsford road is parallel with the park paling in front of the house, over 
which is seen the woods and grounds of Gidca-Hall, the beautiful situation of 
Bedfords to Havering, &c. &c. 

The Stables and Farm attached to this truly interesting estate is situate on 
the opposite Bide of the road leading to Hornchurch, which arc sufficiently near 
to the mansion without being inconvenient to the view. Mr. Severn indulges 
his taste in the management of a large stock of cattle, which is so well and so 
conveniently conducted as to claim the admiration of every visitor. 

The Grounds, which arc of a triangular form, are entered by a neat lodge, 
near the thirteenth mile-stone from London; a beautiful canal meanders, and 
passes the cast end of the house, on the opposite side of which is a terrace, 
calkd the Elysian Walk; this was raised with the earth taken up to form the 
canal : from this is a communication at the back of the Elms to a serpentine 
walk, near a mile in length, the sides of which are planted with various shrubs 
and evergreens, and bordered by a gay profusion of flowers; this terrace extends 
to the lodge, and occasionally, at breaks in the foliage, admits a view of the 
adjacent country. Amid the verdant scene, the canal has the appearance of a 
winding river; a stone bridge is seen at one of its terminations, the other 
extremity is lost in a cluster of weeping-willows: the merit of the arrangement 
of these beautiful grounds is due to Mr. Woods, of this county. 

This Seat stands in the royal liberty of Havering-atte-Bowcr, an ancient 
retreat of some of the Saxon kings, particularly of Edward the Confessor, who 
took great delight in it, as being woody, solitary, and fit for devotion ; it is 
indeed a charming spot, and, being situated high, enjoys an extensive prospect 
over great part of the counties of Essex, Herts, Kent, Middlesex, and Surrey. 
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THE SEAT OP 

LORD BRAYBROOKE, 



Is situated nearly a mile west of the town of Saffron Walden, to which parish it belongs. 
Geoffrey de Mandeville, first Earl of Essex, founded the priory of Walden in 1136, 
afterwards converted into an abbey in the reign of Richard I., and consequently placed 
at that king's disposal. It was dedicated to the honour of God, St. Mary, and St. James, 
and was of the Benedictine order. The building stood near the pond," one mile cast of 
the present house, where foundations and coffins have been frequently dug up. William 
Moore, twenty-second and last abbot, surrendered the abbey, March 22nd, 1537, to 
Henry VIII., who immediately granted it, with all its appurtenances, to Sir Thomas 
Audley. lie was born at Earl's Colne, in Essex, 1488, bred to the law, and introduced 
by the Duke of Suffolk to the king's notice. He became Speaker of the Lower House, 
1529 ; was knighted and made Lord Keeper, 1533; the following year obtained the 
Chancellorship, and the priory of Christ Church, Aldgate, as his town residence. 
He was installed K.G., and created Baron Audley, of Walden, in 1538, and, dying April 
30, 1544, was buried in Walden church, where his monument still remains, inscribed, as 
Fuller justly remarks, with a lamentable epitaph. He bequeathed £100 to the king, in 
return for all the benefits and honours he had received from him. He also endowed 
Magdalen College, in Cambridge, the visitorship of which, together with the appointment 
of the Master, is for ever vested in the possessor of Audlev End for the time being. By 
his wife, the Lady Elizabeth Grey, daughter of Marquis Dorset, Lord Audley left issue 
Mary, who died young, and Margaret, who succeeded to his vast possessions. She, 
however, only lived to be twenty-three, though twice married ; for after having lost her 
first husband, Henry Dudley, son of John, Duke of Northumberland, who was slain, s. p. 
at the battle of St. Quintin's, 1557; she became the second wife of Thomas Howard, 
fourth Duke of Norfolk, beheaded for high treason, 1572. Thomas, the eldest son of 
this marriage, was restored in blood 27th Elizabeth ; and after distinguishing himself 
greatly as cdrnmatidcr of the Lyon man-of-war, in the defeat of the Spanish armada, and 
upon divers other occasions, was summoned to Parliament in the 39th of the same. reign, 
by his grandfather's title of Baron Howard de Walden. In 1603, he was further 
advanced to the Earldom of Suffolk, and appointed Lord Treasurer by King James. 
This nobleman built Audley End, nearly on the site of the ancient monastery, and seemed 
determined to render it the largest and most magnificent residence in England. By his 
descendant, James, the third Earl, it was sold in 1669, together with the park, to 
Charles II. for the sum of £50,000. Twenty thousand pounds of the purchase-money 
had been directed to be made good from the produce of the hearth duty, but remained 
unpaid in 1691, when King William, wishing to repeal this tax, proposed restoring the 
house, &c, to the Suffolk family, on condition that the debt should be cancelled, and 
accordingly the re-grant to this effect bears date November, 1700. Henry, tenth Earl 
of Suffolk, who died intestate in 1745, and left no issue, was the last of his name who 
possessed Audley End. The house and park consequently devolved on his heir-at-law, 
Lord Effingham, of whom they were subsequently purchased by the Countess of Ports- 
mouth : from her they descended to her nephew, John Griffin Whitwell, who assumed 
the surname of Griffin. He established his claim to the barony of Howard de Walden 
in 1784, and was created Baron Braybrooke in 1788, with remainder to his nearest 
relation, Richard Aldworth Neville, of Billingbear, Berks. 

This noble edifice was commenced in 1603, and completed in 1616, at the expense of 
£190,000. It originally consisted of two quadrangular courts; the rooms were large, 
but not lofty in proportion : but the gallery, 226 feet long, which formed the eastern 
side of the inner court, was pulled down in 1750, as, previously, three sides of the prin- 
cipal court had been destroyed by the injudicious advice of Sir John Vanbrugh. Not- 
withstanding these important reductions, the mansion still exhibits a noble specimen of 
the magnificence which characterised the buildings of the seventeenth century. The 
different apartments were fitted up by Lord Howard, who also made a variety of altera- 
tions in the park and pleasure grounds. The present proprietor has also greatly 
improved the estate. 
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P. C. LABOUCHERE, ESQ. 



Tina elegant villa is constructed of fine white brick, and in a style of architec- 
ture peculiarly calculated to give a richness of effect : in the centre are four lofty 
Ionic columns supporting a pediment ; and the wings, or corridors, extend with 
much symmetry of proportion on cither side ; the distribution of the various 
apartments affords the greatest possible accommodation. The mansion fronts 
a most beautiful lawn, and iB adorned by plantations, comprising a choice assem- 
blage of shrubs, interspersed with lofty trees. Standing on a gentle eminence, 
it commands a most pleasing view of a well-cultivated district : the county, 
though generally possessing a flat surface, here presents a continued inequality 
of ground, rising in gentle hills on every side. The house is situated within the 
parish of Widford, at a distance of little more than two miles from Chelmsford, 
nearly in the centre of Essex, and was originally built by the Right Honourable 
Sir John Comyns, Knight, Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer, who was 
descended from a family of that name, of Dagenham, in this county ; he was 
educated at Queen's College, Cambridge, and was of Lincoln's Inn : he was made 
a Sergeant, June 8, 1705; Baron of the Exchequer, November 4, 1726, and 
knighted ; Justice of the Common Fleas, February 5, 1/35-6; and Chief Baron 
of the Exchequer, July 8, 1738. He was esteemed an excellent lawyer by his 
contemporaries, and represented Maldon in the fourth parliament of King 
William the Third. He was thrice married, but died without issue, Nov. 13, 
1740, aged /3, and was succeeded in the possession of Hylands by his nephew 
and heir, John Comyns, Esq., who died in 1760 ; his son succeeded him, and 
lived here as late as 1795 : it has been since occupied by Cornelius Kortwright, 
Esq., and is now the residence of P. C. Labouchere, Esq. 

The Chief Baron, who built Hylands, was buried in the adjoining ancient 
church of Writtlc, where, on the south side of the chancel, is a handsome 
monument to his memory erected, " That a character of so much piety, learn- 
ing, and merit, should not be buried iu oblivion, but should remain a lasting 
example to others :" over it is his bust, in a full wig, robed, and decorated 
with the collar of S.S. 

The village of Writtle was formerly a market-town of some importance, until 
a bridge over the Chelmer was built at Chelmsford, by Maurice, Bishop of 
London, about the time of Henry I., which diverted the road, and its trade was 
afterwards transferred to that town, now the principal in the county. The very- 
extensive lordship of Writtle, before the Conquest, belonged to King Harold, 
on whose defeat and death it fell into the hands of the Conqueror. In the reign 
of Henry III., the manor was in the possession of Philip de Albini, and after- 
wards of William Long Espee, Earl of Salisbury. From him it passed through 
various families to Thomas of Woodstock, Duke of Gloucester, and High 
Constable of England; after whose untimely fate in 1397, it was obtained by 
Thomas, Earl of Stafford, whose descendants continued possessors, till the deca- 
pitation of Edward, Earl of Stafford, in the year 15*21, when all the family estates 
fell to the crown. Queen Mary, in 1553, granted Writtle, with other manor*, 
to Sir William Petrc, Knight, whose issue still enjoy it ; and a descendant of 
his third son was advanced to the dignity of a Baron of England, by the title of 
Lord Pctre of Writtle, iu the county of Essex, July 21, 1603, 1 Jac. 1. 

Not far from the village is a square plot of ground, enclosed by a deep moat, 
which is supposed to have been the site of a palace, recorded in Stowe's Annals 
to have been erected by King John, in 121 1. Some of the foundations were dug 
up between forty and fifty years ago. 

4-c3 



THE SKAT OF 



LADY VINCENT. 



Thb Manor and Estate at Debden, situate in a parish of the same name, 
south of Saffron Walden, was purchased in the beginning of the eighteenth 
century, by Richard Chiswell, Esq., an eminent Turkey merchant, and son of 
Richard Chiswell, citizen and stationer of London, one of the most considerable 
and justly esteemed booksellers, and to whom the world is indebted for good 
editions of the most valuable works, composed in his time: he died in 1/11. 
Richard was his eldest son, by Mary, daughter of Richard Royston, bookseller 
to King Charles the First and Second ; he married Mary, one of the co-heirs 
of Thomas Trench, of London, merchant, who brought into the family a good 
estate, at Finchingfield, also in this county : she died in 1726, aged 43. 

Richard Chiswcll, Esq., was a director of the Bank of England, and repre- 
sentative for Calne, in 1714. After having much improved this estate, he died 
in 1/51, aged 78, leaving his whole property, amounting to £4000 per annum 
in land, and £84,000 in money, to his son Richard, who was also a Turkey 
merchant, and resided during the early part of his life at Constantinople. He 
had also a house at Homerton, near Hackney, where he resided some part of 
the year, but died, at this seat, in June, 17/2, unmarried, leaving behind him 
a very great fortune ; the bulk of which, with the estates in Essex, devolved to 
Richard Muilman, Esq., only son of Peter Muilman, Esq., of Kirby Hall, in 
Essex, who had married a sister of the last possessor, and a daughter of the 
original purchaser; he was an eminent Dutch merchant, and died in 1790, 
worth £350,000. After the death of his uncle, Mr. Muilman assumed the 
names of Trench and Chiswell, allusive of his descent. He also was a 
merchant, and in the life-time of his partner, Mr. John Berens, it was said 
the firm could regulate the Dutch exchange. He married Mary, daughter of 
Dr. Jurin, president of the College of Physicians, who died in 1/50, by 
whom he had one daughter, married to Sir Francis Vincent, Bart., resident at 
Venice, who died in 1791, leaving a son, Sir Richard Vincent, the present 
Baronet. 

Richard Muilman Trench Chiswell, Esq., rebuilt the Mansion-house at 
Debden, in 1795, under the direction of Richard Holland, architect. The 
Ionic portico has a fine classic appearance, and at the extremity of the lawn 
flows a beautiful rivulet. 

The Parish Church at Debden, which stands at a little distance from the 
Hall, was also repaired at the expense of Mr. Chiswell ; and a very rich 
Monument, in an octangular Chapel at the east end, was erected by him, 
from designs in the pointed style, selected from ancient buildings, by that able 
and indefatigable antiquary, John Carter, whose knowledge and experience in 
ancient English architecture were unique : who also made drawings for the 
Chapel, though it was not executed under his entire direction. The font, 
presented also by Mr. Chiswcll, was executed at Coade's artificial stone 
manufactory, in 1786, from designs by R. Holland. It has Grecian figures of 
the Virtues, &c, in pointed niches. The upper part is more correct ; one 
compartment contains the arms, with the quarterings, of the donor. 

Debden Hall is now in the possession of Lady Vincent, widow of the late 
Sir Francis Vincent, Baronet. 
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WILLIAM JOSEPH LOCKWOOD, ESQ. 



This agreeable residence is situated in the parish of Lamhoume, about one mile from 
Abridge, and fourteen from the metropolis. The principal front, represented in our view, 
is to the north, and commands an extensive prospect towards Epping Place. On the 
east are Hill Hall, the seat of Sir Thomas Sniijth, Bart., and Staplcford Tawney ; on the 
west, High Beech, with the villages of Chigwell and Loughton. 

The original Mansion, a brick building of some antiquity, was considerably enlarged 
by Richard Ijwkwoud, Esq. about the year 1735, with much judgment, and a display of 
taste in the architecture. 

The nume of the Manor is variously written in records, as Dagew, Dawes, Dewx, 
Deux, or Dews Hall, and is first mentioned in a deed of 1.505, 21st of Henry VII., 
though there is great probability that, in the 14th century, it belonged to one of 
Robert Williams' Lords, cither Thomas Russell, John de Lancaster, or Richard dc Willeby. 
However, Reginald Bysmere, who departed this life on 15th August, 1505, held this 
Manor of Dawes Hall, of Edward Stafford, Duke of Buckingham, as of his Hundred of 
Ongar by fealty, and rent of two shillings per annum, called Ward's silver, and perform- 
ing white service at the Ward&taff in Ongar Hundred. 

The Duke of Buckingham was descended from Ann, daughter of Thomas of Wood- 
stock, the seventh son of King Edward HI., and Eleanor, heiress of the Bohuns, Earls of 
Essex, &c. Upon account of his near alliance to the Plaiitagcnets, he was inconsiderate 
enough to give vent to expressions, whence might be inferred the existence of a claim to 
the throne ; for which, after a trial by his peers, he was beheaded on Tower Hill, 
17th May, 1521, and his immense estates confiscated. 

After this circumstance, it is inferred that this property was bestowed upon Sir 
William Sulvard, Knt., by Henry VI II. 

William, the son and heir of Reginald Bysmere, then aged twenty-three years, it 
appears by inquisition, taken 22 Henry VII. held this Manor, as also that of Lewnthorj. 
at Wenington, in Chafford Hundred; but, in 1539, it was held by Sir William Sulvard 
of the king, as of the Wardstaff, by fealty, and rent of eight pence half-penny per annum ; 
and, by a description then given, this Manor appeared to consist of four hundred acres of 
pasture and arable, twelve acres of meadow, and twenty of wood, from which, it is sup- 
posed, the estate consisted of two parcels. 

Sir William Sulyard appears, likewise> to have held the manor of Otcs, in the parish of 
Laver, at his death, '25th March, 1539: from which time, until 1621, no authentic 
accounts of the possessors of Dews Hall have been obtained ; but it is known to have 
belonged to the family of Palmer, from an epitaph in Epping Church, to Thomas 
Palmer Esq., the son of Henry Palmer, of Dews Hall in Lambourne, who departed this 
life May 28th, 1621. By a descendant of the above, the estate was sold to Catlyn 
Thorowgood, Esq., sheriff of this county in 1729. Upon his decease, 13th Noveml>cr, 
1732, it devolved to his son, Pate Thorowgood, Esq., who disposed of the whole to 
Richard Lockwood, Esq., M.P. for Hindon in 1713, for London in 1722, and for Wor- 
cester in 1734. His son Richard Lockwood, Esq., succeeded him in this estate, and 
died 25th March, 1797, without issue, when the property descended to his third brother, 
the Rev. Edward Ixickwood, rector of Kingsthorp, in Northamptonshire, who dying 
January 22d, 1802, the estate devolved to his grandson, the present proprietor. 

PICTURES AT DEWS HALL.— A Portrait of Rlchanl Lockwood, Esq. of Gayton, Nor- 
thamptonshire. — Richard Lockwood, Esq., M.P., and his wife, Matilda, with their two youngest 
children, William and Matildn.-Sir John Walt.-r. Bart, of Saresdec, in Oxfordshire, and Elisabeth, 
hi> Lady— Richard, John, Henry, Edward, James, und Thomas Lockwood. with their Nurse, Mary 
Hilrlicork. playing with a Mastiff and Greyhound.- Oeorge Vernon. Esq. with his grandson George 
Venables, first Lord Vernon, and his three wires. — Anne, the daughter of the Rev. Edward 
Lockwood. — Two views of fiattnn Park, in Surrey, from the pencil of Sir John Paul, Bart. — Anna 
Catherine, only sister of George, first Lord Vernon, wife of Fiichard Lockwood, Esq. ob. 1737 ; and 
Lady Elizabeth Aislabie, daughter of John, sixth Earl of Exeter, wife of W illiam Alslabie, Esq.— 
Robert Poly. D.D., Dean of Worcester, and Rector of Kingham, Oxfordshire. 
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LORD PETRE. 



Robert Edward, the ninth Lord Petre, of Writtle in Essex, erected Tborndon Hall 
upon the designs of James Paine, an architect of much celebrity in the reign of 
George HI.; this Mansion, which is constructed in his best style, still holds its rank 
amongst the first class of Baronial Residences. It stands on an eminence, which rises 
at the end of an avenue, two miles long, leading from Brentwood to the north front of 
the building, three hundred feet in extent : the plan of the House is designed after the 
Italian model, and consists of a large centre edifice and two pavilions, connected by 
sweeping corridors, principally built with fine white brick. Upon the south front, repre- 
sented in the plate, is a most noble hexastyle portico, of the Corinthian order; before it 
spreads a beautiful lawn, smooth as a carpet, and gently sloping; the prospect from the 
windows upon this front is exceedingly line, extending to the ferule hills in Kent ou the 
opposite side of the Thames. 

The Park is very large, and richly stored with wood, containing many fine views in its 
home scenery, ana a diversity of points, from whence the neighbouring country, abound- 
ing in eminences clothed with wood, is seen to the greatest advantage. 

The principal entrance to the House is upon the North Front ; a light and lofty 
staircase leads to the Grand Hall, forty feet square and thirty-two feet high ; the entab- 
lature from whence the roof of the Hall springs is supported by eighteen scagliola 
columns. The Drawing-room is thirty-eight feet by twenty-six ; and the Dining-room, 
thirty-six by twenty-four. 

The Library, which is over the eastern corridor, is ninety-five feet long by twenty 
wide, opening at the East End upon a Gallery in the Chapel, which occupies the 
Eastern Wing, and is forty-eight feet by twenty-four in dimensions. 

The most magnificent apartment is the Grand Saloon, sixty feet in length and thirty 
feet wide. The House contains an extensive collection of family portraits, and many 
other pictures of value, as fine specimens of art, amongst which arc two particularly 
curious: that of the Cornaro family, by Titian; and Sir Thomas More's family, by 
Holbein. 

Lord Petre, who founded the Mansion, had the honour of entertaining his late 
MajeKiy, George HI. at this seat, after reviewing the camp at Warlcy. 

The Manor of West Thorndou was anciently the possession of the Fitzwilliam and 
Coggesball families, by a daughter and heiress of the latter, who married Lodowick 
John : he acquired this inheritance in 1438. 

The Fitz I.ewi* family, who afterwards resided here, were descended from the above- 
marriage. Sir Richard Fits Lewis, of Thorndou, was the first Sheriff of Essex, in the 
reign of Henry VII.; his cousin and heiress, Ellen, married John, second Lord 
Mordaunt, K.B., from whom the estate came to Sir William Petre, Knt. a favourite of 
Henry VIII. and an active instrument of the Reformation. He tilled many important 
situations in the reign of Edward VI., and was principal Secretary of State to Queen 
Mary, in which office he was also continued by Queen Elisabeth : he died, 13th January, 
1572, leaving a very large estate. His son, Sir John Petre, on the accession of King 
James, was created Baron Petre, of Writtle, in Essex, 21st July, 1603 ; he died, 
11th October, 1614. His son, William, second Lord Petre, had represented this county 
in Parliament, 39 Eliz.; he died in 1637. Robed, his son, third Lord Petre, died in 
1638, possessed of a large estate. William, fourth Lord Petre, died in the Tower, 
in 1683, without issue male; when his brother John became the fifth Lord Petre, and 
was succeeded by his brother Thomas, sixth Lord Petre, who died in 1707, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son Robert, seventh Lord Petre, who died in 1713: Robert James, tbe 
eighth Peer, was succeeded in 1742, by Robert Edward, the ninth Lord Petre, and 
founder of this seat: he died in 1801, tet. 68, and was succeeded by Robert Edward, 
the tenth Lord Petre. 
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ADMIRAL SIR ELIAB HARVEY, G.C.B. 



Rolls Park, in the parish of Chigwell, is situated upon the declivity of a hill, and com- 
mands an agreeable prospect towards Kill Hall, the seat of Sir Thomas Sniijthe, Bart.. 
Abridge, and the rich meadows of Lambourne. The House is large, with extensive 
offices, and every convenience attached. The estate comprehends the Manor originally 
called Barringtnns, which, since the Conquest, has been possessed by many considerable 
families, as those of Gernon, Vere, Banrington, Tiffin, Wiseman, and Hawkins, but was 
at length divided between the families <if Harvey and Comyns, and now belongs entirely 
to the former, by purchase from Sir Hugh Myddelton, Bart., whose mother was of the 
Comyns' family, which is now extinct. 

Thomas Harvey, of Folkstone, in Kent, had seven sons, viz. — I. William Harvey. 
M.D. ; 2. Thomas, father of John Harvey, of Antwerp; 3. John Harvey, Esq., M.P. for 
Hythe in 1640; 4. Daniel, father of Daniel Harvey, Esq., of Combe Nevile, in Surrey, 
ambassador to the Porte; 5. Eliab; 6. Matthew; 7. Michael; the two last were twins. 
The six youngest, becoming considerable merchants, obtained large fortunes, of which they 
made their father treasurer ; he purchased lands, and lived to see them of far greater 
estate than himself. 

Eliab Harvey, Esq., the fifth son, settled at Chigwell, where he died, 27th May, 1661 . 
aet. 72, and was buried at Hempsted, in this county, on the north side of the chained, in 
the church, where are several monuments in memory of different branches of the family. 

Sir Eliab Harvey, Knight, the eldest son and heir, married the daughter of Sir William 
Whitmore, Bart, of Apley Park, in Shropshire. He was returned M.P. for the cotintv of 
Essex in 1678, and M.P. for Maldon in 1695. He died 20th February, 1698, at. 64". 

William Harvey, Esq., the eldest surviving son, was returned M.P. for this county in 
1715 and 1722 ; he married Dorothy, daughter and sole heiress of Sir Robert Dycer, Bart, 
of Uphall, near Braughing, iu Hertfordshire, and died 30th October, 17.il, u_t. 68. 

William Harvey, Esq., his eldest son and heir, married Mary, daughter and heiress of 
Ralph Williamson, Esq., of Berwick-upon-Tweed, and by her had three sons: 1. Wil- 
liam ; 2. Eliab Harvev, Esq., M.P. for Dunwich, who died 1769; and 3. General 
Edward Harvey, M.P. for Harwich. He died 25th December, 1742, and was succeeded 
by his eldest son William Harvey, Esq., M.P. for this county, 1747, 1754, and 1761. 
He married Emma, daughter of Stephen Skynner, Esq., of Walthamslow, and died 11th 
June, 1763, leaving William Harvey, Esq., his eldest son, who, in 1775, was returned 
M.P. for Essex, which he continued to represent until his death, 25th April, 1779, wt. 
25. His next, and only surviving brother, Sir Eliab Harvey, G.C.B., succeeded him in 
the estates. He entered into the Royal Navy at an early age, and commanded the 
Tumeraire, of 98 guns, in the memorable battle off Trafalgar, 2 1st October, 1805, 
when he captured two of the enemy's ships opposed to him. 

a Ui*t of ttjf Wrtttrr* at Roll* part. 

THE LIBRARY. — Portraits <»f Charles II. and Junes II., Dvb—n. — A Landscape, Pau$rin.—\ 
Battle-piece, TiUemant.— Two, Ruins. I'rrwita. — A Landscape. Poauin.— Rnins. Nursing of Jupiter, 
.Vuafe and Getyor Pmu*in.— Erminio, from Tu**o, Philippe Laaru—A Landscape. Garner.— Ruins. 
Virion. — A Boar Hunt, Weeninjt.— Interior of a Church, Franki.— The Virgin Mary reading, Carl« 
Mural! i. — Diana and ArUroii, Albano. 

THR DRAWING-ROOM. — A Landsrapc, .Su/roior Ham.— The Holy Family. Titian. — A Landscape. 
Saltalnr Rom— Ditto, Claude Lorraine.— Ditto, Saltalor Hw — The Holy Family, MuriUo.— The Angel 
appearing to the Shepherd*, Ratsnno. — The Story of Latum, Mota. — A Landsca|ie, Peter de Laer. — Ditto. 
Woutermant. — A Woman attended by a Physician, <itrard Dow. — The Virgin and Child, Carlo Marat 
li.— A Landscape, Claude Lorraine — Liitly V. Digby, Yanduek. — The Holy Family, Carlo /Jo/,-.-.- An 
Old Man, 7Vwrrt,-Tbe Virgin and Child, H*U*,mcr.-k Magdalen, Gaemno.-Toe Finding of 
Moses, P. Curietll 

THE STAIRCASE. — A Representation of the Battle of Trafalgar at three p.m., the Tetneraire engag- 
ing Le Redoubtable and Lc Fouguex, Strrtt. 

THF. WINTER DINING-ROOM— Twelve Sea Pieces, William YamUtetd.— Portrait of Edward 
RomcII, Earl of Orford. Sir Godfrey Kntlltr. 

THE LARGE DINING-ROOM.— Seven Oval Portrait* of Seven Brothers and Founder* i.f the 
Family. — A Family Picture of William Harvey, Esq., M.P., and Mary hi* wife, daughter ami cu- 
beiieat of Ralph Williamson, Esq., Berwick-upon-Tweed, and their three Sons. 
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This seat, which is situated upon Eppint; Forest, in the village of Wanstead, it distin- 
guished for its extensive Pleasure Ground*, and has lately been rebuilt by the present noble 
• m-iier. It was erected from the design, and under the direction, of John Webbe, Esq. The 
Dining-room, Drawing-room, and Library are adorned with a very beautiful collection of 
pictures, chiefly by Angelica KaulTman, R.A., who died at Rome, 7th November, 1807 ; 
most of which have been engraved : there are likewise others by different masters, and 
.ils.i n splendid collection of enamels, by Henry Bone, R.A. The pictures were collected 
1>Y the late George Bowles, Esq.. of this seat, a gentleman well known to the world as 
aii admirer of the art*, and as a patron of modern artists. The Gardens at Wanstead 
Grove are laid out m the style of Le Notre, but are most remarkable for the American 
plants, which here flourish in a pre-eminent degree, and grow to a large size. We subjoin 
a Catalogue of the valuable Collection of Paintings. 

21 Utot of tt)f IHrturo, Sic, at £2J4it»traD Grobr. 

THE DINING-ROOM, North Sip*. Tb* Marriage "S tie Virgin, Ca*o/t. -Pliny at Misa-num 
during th« Eruption of Miiiint Vesuvius in 79, Angelica Kaufman. — King Edward IV. and Lady Elk. 
Grry, Rigaud. CornelU, the mother of the Gracchi, and her r'riend. A. Kaufman. — The Holy Family, 
('arid Dolci. — MarB anil Venus, from R«frr*», :m •■nutin'l, Dane. — The Holy Family, Stella. — Virgil writ- 
ing his Epitaph, A. Kaufman. — Edgar am! Elfrida. Rigaud. East Sims. Portrait of Lord North- 

wiek.il. Kaujfman. — A Flemish Party, PaUmtdt*. — A marble Bust of Apollo South Side. County 

Scene. Meyer*.— Spring, Meyer*. — Summer, Ditto.— the Holy family, Perimo del Vago. — A Dutch Fair. 
.Veyer*.— Autumn, Ditto.— Winter, Ditto.— Adoration of the Shepherds, Camti.— Si own striking the 

Hock, Michel Rimue. West Side. The Lake of (ieiieia, opposite to Nyon, I««fArro«irgr.— Deltdiaz- 

zars Feast, Zelotti.— The Lake of Geneva and Castle of Chilloo, Lomtkerbowrg. 

THE DRAWING-ROOM, Soi tii Side. Portrait*, of Lady Norlhwick and Daughter, A. Kumfmnn- 
— Telemaclius in the Inland of Calypso, A. Kaufmnn. — La Bergere iles Alpes, Diltn. — Lavinia and 
Pali-roou, A. Kaufuvui.— Venus chiding Ganymede, Ditto. — Damon and Musidora, Ditto. — Flora 

iinijliing a Flower for VareM, Pitta.* — Cupid's Pastime, Ditto. West Side. Hector reproach- 

nig Paris, A. Kaufman. — Venus attired by the Graces, Ditto. — Ulysses in the Inland of Cirrr, Ditto. 
—T!h- Judgment of Paris, Ditto. — Achilles diecorered by t'lysses, Ditto. — Numa Pompilius and 
the Nymph E^'-Tiu, Ditto — Roman Charity, Pirto.— I'raxiteles presenting the Statue of Cupid to 
I'liryne, Ditto.— -Zenocratr* and Phryne, Ditln.- -Eophrosyne and Cupid, Ditto. — Cleopatra and 
Augustus, Ditto.— ( upid and Aglaia, i>i/fo^- Venus and Am-jibius, Ditto— Alexander, ( arnpaspe, and 

A pt-lles, Ditto. — Venus and Ascanius, Ditto North Siue. Gualuherus and Griselda, A. Kauff- 

Minn. — Zcuxis painting the picture of Venus, Ditto. — liinaldo and Annida, Ditto. — Nathan and 
David, Ditto.— S.v ripunti- and Angelica, Ditto.— Ahijah and Jeroboam's Wife. Ditto. — The Holy 

Family, Ditto. — IU-nry ami llmron, Ditto. — Our Saviour and the Two Mnrys. E»rr Slot. Queen 

Margaret committing ber Son to the care of a Robber, after the Rattle of Hexham, Angelica Kauf- 
man. — A subject taken from Montesquieu's " Temple de Guide," Ditt». — A Female Figure, emblem 
of Wisdom, Ditto. — King Lear and Cordelin, W'rtt. — Dionysius, Evander, ,and Euphrasia, Ditto. — 
Lady Jane Grey siring her Table-book to the Constable of the Tower, A. Kuaffmm — A subject 
from Montesquieu's " Temple dc Guide," Ditto. — An Old Man, emblem of Mortality, Ditto. 

THE LIBRARY, South Side. Jupiter giving the Bow and Arrow to Diana, Rigaud. — Pandora, 
Ditto. — Portrait of Angelica Kaufman, R.A., fry Kernlf. — Portrait of Pope Julian, after Rapkutl, an 
enamel, 11. Bon*.— Pope Paul III., orter Titian, Ditto.— The Holy Family, after Andrea det Sarto, 
Dilto.-Th* Holy Family, after taneggio. Ditto.— Bacchus and Ariadne, after Titian. For this 
i-numrl Mr. Bon* received t'i.'Alo ; the size i» 18 inches by 10. — The Madonna, a mosaic, after (iuido. 

West Side. A Landscape, Zotcaulii. — Ditto, Ditto. — A Landscape, Dt honing. — Ditto, Ditto. — 

A Landscape, CUmdr I^rmint. — -North Side. The Madonna and Child, <'«rio Maroiti. — A Sea 
Vivw, Evening, iy IVrnW* Waster, Manglard. — Ditto, Morning, Ditto. — The Fourth of June, Mit* 

S;iihbnr^. — A Landscape, V.adrry. — Ditto, Ditto. East Sii>e. A Portrait of a Girl, Cmiie. — Rob- 

!n-r«. Trsicr«.— The Ascennion of the Virgin ; an enamel, after .Guide ; Ban*. — Aspasia and Pericles, 
! Kaufman — Portrait* of Three Sisters, after n miniature fty Plimer, an enamel, Bone. — Catullus 
writing his Ode npon Lesbia's Sparrow, A. Kaufman. 

* Thk picture was probably suggested by the lines writen by Prior under one of Varclst's pieces, 

" When fam'd Varelst this little wonder drew, 
Flora vouchsafe! the griming work to view ; 
Finding the painter's science at a Stand. 
The godi less snatch 'd the pencil from his hand, 
And, linishmg the piece, she smiling said, 
Behold ear imrfc of mine tlmt ne'er shall fade." 
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THE 8 BAT OF 

HENRY COWPER, ESQ. 



Tbwing, or Tewin, was anciently a parcel of the lands belonging to the Abbey 
of St. Alban's. It afterwards gave name to the family of Tywinge or Tewin ; 
but about the time of Henry the Third, it appears to have been given to the 
Canons of St. Bartholomew, in Loudon ; and after the dissolution, was granted 
by Henry the Eighth to John Cock, Esq. of Broxbourn, with all its rights and 
privileges, as possessed by the Priory of St. Bartholomew. In the reign of 
Queen Elizabeth, it was purchased by Richard Hale, Esq., whose younger son 
again sold it to William Cecil, Earl of Salisbury. It was afterwards purchased 
by James Fleet, Esq., son of Sir John Fleet, Lord Mayor of London, who 
dying in 1/33, bequeathed it to his widow for her life. She soon after married 
Joseph Sabine, Esq., a general officer under the Duke of Marlborough : he was 
killed in battle, and she married, thirdly, in 1739, Charles, eighth Lord Cathcart, 
who died the following year. Her fourth husband was Lieutenant-Colonel 
Hugh Maeguire, whom she survived ; but, during the greater part of the time, 
from the period of her marriage to him, to that of his death, he kept her in 
obscure and severe confinement in a remote part of Ireland. She died in 1789, 
at the advanced age of ninety-eight, and was buried in Tewin Church ; but the 
reversion of the Manor was sold, about ten years before her death, by the repre- 
sentatives of Mr. Fleet, to William, third Earl Cowper, in which family it still 
continues. 

Tewin House was rebuilt in a magnificent manner by General Sabine, who 
embellished it with paintings of the battles of the Duke of Marlborough. 
Joseph Sabine, Esq., grandson to the general, sold the Mansion and estate to 
Robert Mackey, Esq., who disposed of them to Charles Schrieber, an eminent 
and wealthy furrier in London, since whose death, in 1800, his son has disposed 
of them to Earl Cowper. 

On the site of the ancient Mansion of the Fleet family, at Tewin Water, the 
new and elegant House, represented in the annexed Engraving, has been 
erected by Henry Cowper, Esq., Clerk of the House of Lords. 



Ucecfunoo* Uarfc, f^rtforfcaWre ; 

TUB SEAT OF 

SIR JOHN SAUNDERS SEBRIGHT, BART. 



This estate is situated in the parish of Flamsted, in the hundred of Dacorum, 
and was anciently called Woodchurch, or St. Giles' in the Wood, from a Bene- 
dictine nunnery, founded here for a prioress and ten nuns, by Roger de Toni, 
in the reign of king Stephen. 

The possessions of this, priory were subsequently increased by other benefac- 
tions ; and, at the suppression of the smaller religious houses in the time of 
Henry VIII. the annual revenue, according to Speed, was 46/. 16s. Id. 

The manor was then granted to Sir Richard Page, Knight, whose daughter 
and heiress marrying Sir — Skipwith, they afterwards conveyed this estate to 
Thomas Saunders, Esq. of Puttenham, from whose family it passed in marriage 
to Sir Edward Sebright, third baronet, descended from William Sebright, of 
Sebright Hall, in the county of Essex, and of Blake's Hall, in the county of 
Worcester, in the reign of Henry n. Sir Edward died in 1702, and was suc- 
ceeded by Sir Thomas Saunders Sebright, from whom it has descended to the 
present proprietor. 

A great part of the park extends into the adjoining county of Bedford, 
and, as its name implies, particularly abounds with fine old beech. The oak 
also flourishes here. 

The mansion is modern, built about fifty years since : in the compartment 
of the pediment are quarterings of the Sebright family. The apartments it 
contains are both convenient and elegant. The library is well furnished, 
and in the collection arc all the original papers relating to the priory, the 
manuscript of Humphrey Lloyd, together with other valuable documents. 

The present proprietor of Beechwood has devoted much attention to agri- 
culture. The farm here contains about 700 acres ; the buildings and offices 
belonging to it arc remarkably well arranged. 

In the parish church, which is dedicated to St. Leonard, are several memo- 
rials of the family of the present and former proprietors of Beechwood. At 
the top of the south aisle is a very elegant marble monument of Thomas 
Saunders de Beechwood : it has six figures, viz. five on the pedestal, and one 
in the centre of the pavement below, all in kneeling postures ; a banner at top, 
with a red cross. There have been two others. 

Four almshouses, facing the church, were built and endowed by the Saunders 
family ; on the front are two portraits in stone, defaced. They are for two 
widowers and two widows who have 5/. per annum out of lands called 
Gately Grounds. 

The rectory of Flamsted was granted by lease to the Sebright family from 
the University of Oxford, on condition that they should find a curate to officiate 
in the church of St. Leonard. 
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THK SKAT OF 

MCOLSON CALVERT, ESQ. 



Thr Mansion at Hunsdon was originally built by Sir John Oldball, in tbe reign 
of Edward IV. " after tbe mod* of a castle," and is said to have cost £7222. Sir 
Jobn Oldball was slain with Richard 111. at tbe battle of Bosworth, when tbe 
property was forfeited to the crown. King Henry VII. granted the manor to his 
mother,' Margaret, Countess of Richmond, and Thomas, Earl of Derby, her 
husband, for their lives. After their decease, it reverted to the crown, when 
Henry VIII., February 1, anno rcgni 6, granted it to Thomas, Duke of Norfolk. 
It appears that it soon after again fell to the crown, for Henry VIII., in the 23d 
year of his reign, made great additions, by building over the moat which circum- 
scribed the house. Edward VI. assigned this place as a residence for bis sister 
Mary, who continued here until Lady Jane Dudley was proclaimed queen. 

In the first year of her reign, Queen Elizabeth ennobled her true friend and 
nearest relation, Henry Carey, with the title of Baron Hunsdon, and also bestowed 
upon him this mansion, together with the estates of three manors adjoining. He 
was first cousin to her Majesty, being the only son and heir of Sir William Carey, 
who married the Lady Mary Bnllen, sister to Anne Bullen, tbe mother of Queen 
Elizabeth. Lord Hunsdon was a Knight of the Garter, and filled dirers important 
posts and offices of state ; yet so parsimouious was Elizabeth in tbe conferment of 
honours, that he could never obtain the height of his ambition in being made Earl 
of Wiltshire, until be lay at the point of death, when the Queen gavo him a gra- 
cious visit, and caused the patent for that title and the robes of an Earl to be laid 
on the bed ; u|wn which his Lordship addressed her Majesty, saying, " Madam, 
seeing you counted me not worthy of this honour whilst I was living, I count 
myself unworthy of it now I am dying." 

He died at Somerset House, 23d July, 1606, a>t. 71, and was buried in West- 
minster Abbey, where a costly monument, the largest and most lofty in the Abbey, 
was erected to his memory. — George, the second Lord Hunsdon, was Lord Cham- 
berlain and K. G. He died in 1003, without male issue, when the barony of 
Hunsdon devolved upon his brother John, who died in 1017, and is buried at 
Hunsdon, in a chapel built by himself. Henry, the fourth Lord Hunsdon, was 
advanced to tbe dignity of Earl of Dover by King Charles I. in 1027 ; at his death, 
in 1008, the title and estates descended to John, his son and heir, who sold this 
seat to William Willoughby, Esq. a younger brother of Francis, Lord Willoughby, 
of Parham ; and it was purchased of William, Lord Willoughby, in the year 1071, 
by Matthew Bluck, Esq. one of the Six Clerks in Chancery, who married a daughter 
of Sir William Martin, alderman of London. He was succeeded by bis son, 
Matthew Bluck, Esq., who sold the estate, in 1743, to Josias Nicolson, Esq., of 
Clapham, in Surrey, whose daughter and coheir married Felix Calvert, Esq., 
of Furneux Pelbam, Herts. Mr. Nicolson left Hunsdon by will to his grandson, 
the late Nicolson Calvert, Esq.. whose nephew is the present proprietor. 

A royal » i»it to this house, in 1572, has been commemorated by a fine Engraving by Vcrtne, from a 
painting by Marc Garrard, now nt Sherbourn Castle, the seat of Lord Digby: the print is entitled, 
" The Royal Progress of Queen Elizabeth, Anno Regni U, Mens* Augusti;" it represents the Nobles 
escorting the (Juecn on that occasion : the procession is seen within the court-yard, passing round by 
the aquediirt to thr entrance on the principal front; the house appears encircled with water, with two 
arched bridges lending to it At a distance on the hill is observed a Castle, perhaps the old Castle, at 
Bishop's StortJord, near which the river Slurt passes, and joins the river Lea at Stanstend, near the 
bridge, shewn in the picture, with boats upon the water. — About SO years ago, Hunsdon House was 
surrounded by a deep moat, faced with brick-work, with two bridges of communication, one in the 
front, the other at the buck of the house; lh« moat has been since tilled up. A representation of the 
principal front is given in Sir Henry C'bauncey's History of Hertfordshire; the wings there shewn 
were probably added by the Willoughbys or the Mucks, after having demolished all the very est ens lie 
additions that had been made to the house during the lime tt was in the hands of the crown. These 
wings were in an unGnished state when the mansion was purchased by Mr. Nicolson, who pulled them 
down, and left the house as built bv Sir John Oldhall ; the present proprietor has judiciously restored 
the whole in the castellated form of the original edifice, admitting only some minor variations. 

It stands in a park, well stocked with timber, in a fertile part of the county, lite miles cast from 
Ware, and about tbe same distance north-east from Hoddesdon, in the hundred of Iirnughin. 
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THE SKAT OP TIIH 

EARL OF ESSEX. 



Cashiobcby Park adjoins the town of Watford, 17 miles from London. It was 
anciently given by Offa, king of Mercia, to the Abbey of St. Alban, and, after 
the Dissolution, was granted by Henry the Eighth to Richard Morrison, Esq., 
who died at Strasburg, in 1556. His grandson, Sir Charles Morrison, Bart., 
was created Knight of the Bath at the Coronation of Charles the First, and 
married Mary, daughter of Baptist Hicks, Viscount Cainpden, by whom lie had 
an only daughter, Elizabeth, who conveyed Cashiobury, in marriage, to Arthur, 
Lord Capel, of Hadhaiu, in Hertfordshire. Thev had issue four sons and six 
daughters : Arthur, the eldest son, was created Viscount Maiden, and Earl of 
Essex, in 1661 ; and, after holding several important diplomatic situations, he 
was, in 16/2, appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, from whence he was recalled 
in 1677 > an d being accused, with many others, of the fanatic plot, was sent 
prisoner to the Tower, where he was discovered with his throat cut, supposed 
to have been murdered, July 13th, 1683. He married Elizabeth, daughter of 
Algernon Percy, tenth Earl of Northumberland; and had issue a daughter, 
Anne, married, in 1692, to Charles, third Earl of Carlisle, and a son, Algernon, 
who inherited the title, and married Mary Bentinck, daughter of the first Earl of 
Portland. William, the third Earl, died in January, 1/43, leaving one son, 
William Anne Holies, the late Earl, who died in March, 1/99, and was suc- 
ceeded by his eldest son, George, the present Earl, who assumed the name of 
Coningsby, on succeeding to the estates of his grandmother, Frances, daughter 
of Thomas, Earl of Coningsby. 

The Mansion-house, which is a spacious building, is sitnated in an extensive 
park, well wooded, through which flows the river Gadc. The grand junction 
canal also, by the liberality of the Earl, has been permitted to pass through 
the park. The house was originally begun by Richard Morrison, Esq. in the 
reign of Henry the Eighth, and completed by his son, Sir Charles Morrison. 
It has subsequently undergone various alterations and improvements, particularly 
of late years, under the direction of the present noble possessor. Its appear- 
ance is that of a castellated mansion ; and it contains numerous elegant apart- 
ments, together with a kind of cloister, the windows of which are ornamented 
with painted glass. 

The collection of Paintings at Cashiobury is well worthy of examination. 
Among the Portraits are, Algernon, Earl of Northumberland ; his daughter, 
Elizabeth, wife of Arthur, first Lord Capel, with a son and a daughter, by 
Sir Peter Lely ; and Algernon, second Earl of Essex, in armour, standing near 
a table, on which is his helmet. Mrs. Strangcways, younger daughter of 
Arthur, second Lord Capel, by Sir Peter Lely; Lady Anne, and Lord Percy, 
half-lengths, by Vandyck ; the Earl and Countess of Clarendon, in one piece, 
by Sir Peter Lely; Sir Charles Hanbury Williams, K.B. father of Frances, first 
wife of the late Earl of Essex, also the present Earl, with his lady, small whole- 
lengths, by Edridge. 

The Drawing-room is a very splendid apartment, and contaius some beautiful 
miniatures (several of which are painted on enamel) by the present Countess 
of Essex, from originals by the first masters. Many of these are extremely 
fine, possessing the greatest delicacy and harmony of colouring, combined with 
strength, expression, and brilliancy. 

The State Bed-room is decorated with blue and white furniture, and hung 
with Gobelin tapestry, displaying a village feast, by Tenters. 
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THB 8 BAT OF 

MRS. BULWER LYTTON. 



This seat is throe miles from Wclwyn, on the road from Hatfield to Hitchin, both 
of which are distant about eight miles. The entrance to the Park, shewn in the 
vignette, is a portion of the old building, of the time of Elisabeth : over the arch of 
the gateway is the following inscription : " This lodge was built to commemorate the 
ancient gateway, or lodge, which stood in front of Knebworth House, before it was 
altered, of which this is the representation. The stones of the archway having been 
numbered, that they might be replaced as before. Erected A. D. 1816, by Mrs. 
Bulwer Lytton." 

The Mansion stands on a lofty eminence at the south-west extremity of the Park, 
which is extensive and finely wooded ; it has its principal front to the east, 
commanding a beautiful view of diversified scenery : this has lately been rebuilt by 
Mrs. B. Lytton, widow of the late General Bnlwer, of Heydon Hall, Norfolk, in a 
style of architecture corresponding with the ancient seat, and ornamental enrich- 
ments characteristic of the period of Henry VIII. The rooms are spacious and 
handsome, particularly the Great Hall, which is esteemed remarkably fine, as well 
as the principal Drawing-room, at the entrance of which are two marble columns. 
The present proprietor erected, about six years since, in the Park, a mausoleum, 
after an Italian design, which for its architecture is much admired. 

Knebworth was in the possession of John Ho toft, Esq., Treasurer of the Household 
to Henry VI. ; his daughter and heiress, Idonea, married Sir John Barre, Kt. and 
left an only daughter and heiress, Isabel, widow of Humphrey Stafford, Earl of 
Devonshire, who married, secondly, Sir Thomas Bourchier, Kt. son of Henry, Earl 
of Essex ; he died in 1400, the sixth year of the reign of Henry VII., after which 
the estate was purchased by Robert Lytton, Esq., High ShenfT for Derbyshire, 
whose great-grandson, Rowland Lytton, Esq. built a mansion about 1503, and 
resided here in considerable splendour till bis death, in 150*2. His son, Sir Rowland 
Lytton, Kt., Captain of Elizabeth's celebrated band of Gentlemen Pensioners, was 
Lieutenant of this County, and Commander of its Militia, during the encampment 
at Tilbury. Sir Rowland died in 1001, leaving bis estate to his son, Sir William 
Lytton, who was one of the commissioners sent by the long parliament to treat with 
Charles I. at Oxford; he dying without male issue, tbe property descended to his 
grandson, Strode Lytton, Esq., the son of Sir Nicholas Strode, of Hampshire, and 
Judith, the great-grand-dangliter of Sir Rowland Lytton, Kt At bis death, in 
1710, the estate was devised to William Robinson, Esq., of Guersfelt, Denbighshire, 
who had married a daughter of Sir William Lytton. From these two families comes 
the descent of the present proprietor. 

The Church of Knebworth contains many monuments of the ancient Lords of the 
Manor, chiefly in the north aisle, near the chancel ; amongst them is a slab to Sir 
Jobn Hotoft, temp. Henry VI.; the tomb of Rowland Lytton, Esq. ob. 1582; Sir 
Nicholas Strode, Kt. ob. 1707; Sir William Lytton, ob. 1704 ; Strode Lytton, Esq. 
the heir-general of the estate, ob. 1710 : tbe three last monuments are the work of 
Edward Stanton, of London. 

Putum. 

Rowland Lytton, Esq. set it, 1*80. 
Sir R. Lytton, in Armour on Hor*ebsck,nt>6,lS09. 



Hit Lady, Anne, daughter of Oliver Lord St. John. 
Sir Watkio William* Wynne. 
A whole-length of one of tbe Lytton* , in the back 

ground, St Mark'* Place, Venice. 
Strode Lytton, Esq. — Firreri, 1710. 
Lc Prince d 'Orange, and La Princesse d'Oran^r. 
Ring Jarae* I., inscribed " Strio." 
Lord Strafford — Lady Strafford. 
A View of Constantinople. 
Two of tbe Lytton*, temp. Elizabeth. 



S lf Philip Sydney — Lord Chancellor BurgWey. 
Speaker LenthaU— Lord Falkland. 
Charles II. 
CounteM of Sunderland. 
Dun Scotiis. 

Family Picture of the Robinson Lytton*— Ftrrtrt. 
J. Robinson Lytton, Esq. 
Prince Eugene. 

Bacchti* — Venetian Fair — Monks and Nuns— Roy 
andCandle — Spanish llatile-piec^ — Flemish En- 
tertainment — The Dead Hare — Two Fr 
— Moses in the Hulrosbes, Ac. 4tc. 
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THE SKAT OP 

PATRICK HADDOW, ESQ. 



Colnby Housb is situated in the parish of Shenley, at the distance of one 
mile from the village of London Colney, and about three from the town of 
St. Alban9. It was formerly called Colney Chapel, and was part of the exten- 
sive manor of Weald ; but the present Mansion was entirely erected by 
Governor Bouchier, about 1780, who expended upon the estate, in various 
improvements, the sum of fifty-three thousand pounds. The carriage-front of 
the House is upon the east, and is adorned with a semicircular Porch, termi- 
nating in a small dome. Our View represents the West Front of the Mansion, 
with the wings in perspective ; on each side the Entrance is a bold projection, 
crowned with a balustrade : the whole is built with Tottenhoe stone. The 
House itself is not large, but perfectly commodious; the offices, which are 
rather extensive, being connected by an underground passage, are concealed 
from sight by the plantation upon the left of the House, in our View. 

The Park consists of about one hundred and fifty acres, of nearly level sur- 
face containing some fine old timber, and is watered by the Colnc (whence 
the name of the estate is derived,) which flows through the Park on the north 
side of the House : this river is originally formed by the union of several 
streams about North Mimms, after which it crosses Colney Heath, through 
Tittenhanger Park, and London Colney ; after passing the Pleasure Grounds 
at this Seat, it flows in a serpentine direction towards Watford, and, leaving 
the county at Rickmansworth, falls into the Thames at Staines. 

Governor Bouchier sold the estate, about the year 1801, to the Margrave of 
Braodenburgh Anspach and Bayreuth, who resided here nearly three years, and 
afterwards disposed of it to George King, Earl of Kingston, in Ireland, of 
whom it was purchased by George Anderson, Esq., in August, 1804, and from 
him came to the- present proprietor. 



3-o 4 



Digitized by Google 



:v. w t, if. w t> ;k t n u 9 




Digitized by Google 



JBoor ftarit, PKrtf ortofm c ; 



1HS SKAT OF 

ROBERT WILLIAMS, ESQ. M P. 



This splendid Mansion was originally built by James, the unfortunate Duke of Mon- 
mouth, and was allowed to be the best piece of brick-work in England. Anne, his 
Duchess, sold it in 1720, to Benjamin Hoskine Styles, Esq. who had realized an 
immense fortune by the notorious South Sea scheme. He rebuilt the whole, in a style 
of great magnificence, from the designs of Giacorao Leoni and Sir James Thornhill. 
The principal or southern front has a grand portico, the pediment of which is supported 
by four noble columns of the Corinthian order, each shad thirty-seven feet high : the 
capitals are six feet in height, the base four feet ; the entablature is continued round the 
house, and is surmounted by a ballustrade. It is to be observed, that the centre only of 
this splendid pile now remains ; to this originally was connected two wings, forming the 
Chapel and Offices, by a colonnade of the Tuscan order. These were taken down by 
Thomas Rouse, Esq. a late possessor, and the materials disposed of. In the Chapel, 
which was in the west wing, Mr. Styles and his wife were buried, and their bodies now 
lie under the grass-plat contiguous to the west angle of the House. The centre, left 
untouched, now exhibits one of the most elegant residences in the county. The interior 
is uncommonly rich, and possesses an air of grandeur and princely magnificence. The 
Hall, of equal and spacious proportions, is surrounded by a noble Gallery, on whose 
sides are painted in fresco the most celebrated statues of antiquity. Above is repre- 
sented a Dome, producing an excellent efTect. In the lower part, four large compart- 
ments are painted from the principal circumstances in the first book of Ovid's Metamor- 
phoses, containing the story of Io and Argus. The door-cases are of marble ; and mili- 
tary trophies, in a species of composition, complete the decorations of the Hall. The 
principal Staircase is painted with various subjects from Ovid, executed with much bril- 
liancy of colours. The Saloon is a handsome room, wainscoted with oak, in the pannels 
of which are subjects representing the Four Seasons. 

The Ball, or long Drawing-room, was fitted up bv Sir Lawrence Dundas, Baronet, 
in a most superb style, at an expense of £10,000. The ceiling is in compartments of 
various forms, filled with fanciful ornaments, executed with much taste. The apart- 
ments are adorned with a collection of Pictures, some of which are scarce and very 
valuable. 

The views from the South Front are contracted ; but on the North is a most extensive 
prospect opening upon a fertile vale, animated by the meandering* of the rivers Gade and 
Coin, and rendered beautiful by a luxuriance of verdure, intermingled with noble 
seats, villages, and farm-houses, together with the towns of Rickmansworth and Watford. 
This delightful view was obtained in 1725, by lowering a hill, at the expense of 
£5000. Pope has satirized the possessor of the Mansion for this circumstance in his 
Moral Essays ; but the satire was more severe than just. After the decease of B. H. 
Styles, Esq. the House was purchased by George, afterwards Lord Anson, who expended 
about £80,000 in the improvement of the grounds, which were originally laid out by 
Lucy, Countess of Bedford, and were praised by Sir William Temple as the " perfectest 
figure of a garden he ever saw, either at home or abroad."* In 1765, the whole was dis- 
posed of to Sir Lawrence Dundas, Bart., whose son, Sir Thomas Dundas, Bart., in 1787, 
sold it to Thomas Bates Rouse, Esq., of whose executors, in 1799, it was purchased by 
Robert Williams, Esq.; and to his son, it descended in 1814. The park is about five miles 
in circumference, having its surface finely diversified ; it is well wooded, and includes 
almost every species of timber, particularly oak, elm, and lime. In the vicinity of a 
circular bason is planted a Grove or Wilderness of firs, cypress, laurels, both Portugal 
and common ; and the Kitchen Garden is celebrated for a peculiar apricot, called the Moor 
Park, originally planted here by Lord Anson. 

* As true taste regained her rights, the formal style in which the grounds Were laid out 
«I>l*ared tame and iDjipid, and in effecting the alterations here, Lord Anson emplojedthe far-famed 



TltK SKAT Or 

THE EARL OF VERULAM. 



This spot is particularly interesting from its having been the patrimonial 
inheritance of the great Sir Francis Bacon, who has acquired immortal renown 
by his labours in natural science and philosophy ; it obtained its present 
appellation from a relation of Robert dc Gorham, eighteenth abbot of St. Alban's, 
who received a grant of the lands. About the end of the 14th century, it was 
purchased for 800 marks, by Thomas de la Mare, thirtieth abbot, from the 
Countess of Oxford, who, it appears, then held possession : and at the dissolu- 
tion of the abbey of St. Alban it was granted to Ralph Rowlet, E«q., who was 
afterwards knighted ; his eldest daughter and co-heiress married John Maynard, 
Esq., who by that means acquired possession of Gorhamburv ; he sold it about 
the year 15.VD to Nicholas Bacon, Esq., who became Lord Keeper of the Great 
Seal to Queen Elizabeth. He erected a very stately edifice here, which was 
frequently visited by the Queen, who dated many of her state papers from this 
house. The mansion descended to his son, Francis, afterwards Lord Verulam, 
and Viscount St. Alban, and at his decease, in 1626, it became the property 
of Sir Thomas Meautys, who married the daughter of Sir N. Bacon ; upon his 
decease, she married Sir Harbottle Grimston, Bart., Speaker of the Restoration 
Parliament, a statesman of great ability and integrity, descended from a very 
ancient family; his son, Sir Samuel Grimston, Bart., was a zealous promoter 
of the Revolution in 1688. At his decease, without issue, he bequeathed 
Gorhambury to Sir William Lukyn, grandson of his eldest sister, who assumed 
the surname of Grimston, and was created Viscount Grimston in 1/19. 

The venerable mansion of the Bacons having fallen to decay, the present 
handsome stone edifice was erected by the late Viscount Grimston. It was 
commenced in 1778. and completed in from the designs and under the 

direction of Sir Robert Taylor ; and, as it was his last work, it is presumed to 
exhibit all the beauties of his peculiar and masterly style of architecture. The 
portico of the grand entrance is supported by Corinthian columns of chaste 
proportions, and is ascended by a flight of steps leading to the Hall, which is 
large and handsome, as indeed are all the apartments. They contain a very 
rich and extensive collection of pictures, among which the following only can 
be here mentioned. 

The Park and Grounds include about 600 acres, and are well stocked with fine 
timber. The surface is diversified, and the scenery comprises some good land- 
scapes, to which the contiguity of Pre Wood gives additional interest. 

g>omc of tljc principal Dictum at ©QrtjamBurp. 

Lord Chancellor Bacon, whole length j P.'Ymmnrr.— Abbot, Abp. of Canterbury; Yaxdytk — 
Earl of Clarendon ; Sir Prter Lelq— Uu«n Elizabeth ; llillutrd. Thin U supposed to have been given 
to Lord Hacon by the Queen herself. — Robert Devereu\, Earl of Essex ; Milliard — Lodowick Stewart, 
lirat Duke of Richmond, ob. HS23; UrUnrp — J»tne«, second Duke of Richmond; Vandyck— George 
Calvert, Lord Baltimore; i'amiyei — Richard Weston, Karl of Portland ; Vnadgck — Lord Bacon, three- 
quarter length, very tine — Thomas Wriothcslcy, Earl of Southampton ; Vanduck — Edward Somerset, 
Earl of Wore enter. Master of the Home to Queen Elizabeth and James I. — Philip Herbert, Earl of 
Pembroke and Montgomery — Ueorge Yilliers, Duke of Buckingham, full length; My tent — Sir 
Nathaniel Baron, Knight ; Se i/>v— George Monk, Duke of Albemarle, a copy by Sir C Knttter, from 
Sir P. Lr<y— Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Cleveland, full length; Virwjjrfc— Sir Thomas Meautys, 
Secretary to Lord Bacon ; P. Van tamer — Sir Harbottle Grimston, in bis robes as Master of the Rolls ; 
Sir Pctrr Lety— Ed word Grimston, a curious old portrait on pannel, with an inscription dated \A9d- — 
Charles Howard, Earl of Nottingham ; Sir P. Ixly— Lady Grimston, 11 ret wife of Sir Harbottle Grimstoo, 
daughter of Sir N. Bacon — Algernon. Ear) of Northumberland, with his lady and child, a long 
picture; Vnwiydk— Ascension of the Virgin; Ann. Cnroeri— Lady Elizabeth Grimston; Sir P.Lfhj — 
Lady Anne Grimston— Sir Edward Grimston, k\. SO; Hailtriu, IMS— Dame Jane Bacon, small half- 
length ; Sir XiriAarniW llncon — Our Saviour at the Pool of Bethesda; itauant — Balaam and the Angel ; 
.VkMn/Vki— Saint Augustine; Ag. Cnraeci- Entering the Ark; J- lireughtl.—Jumc* I. in armour— 
James II. ; Sir G. KntOtr- Charles 1. 5 Uet,ry Stent. 
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THB SKAT OK 

EARL COWPER. 



Panshangkr, the elegant mansion of Earl Cowper, is situated about three miles 
from Hertford. It has only of late years become the family residence, the 
more ancient seat being Coin Green, at a little distance to the south-west. 
The house has recently been considerably enlarged and improved, and now 
forms, with its beautiful park, one of the most delightful objects in this part of 
the country. 

Of the noble family of Cowper, Sir William Cowper, created a baronet by 
Charles the First, in 1641, may be considered as the founder. His grandson, 
Sir William, was, in 1705, appointed Lord High Chancellor of Great Britain ; 
and by Queen Anne, November 9th, 1/06, created Baron Cowper, of Wingham ; 
and by George the First, March 18th, 1717, advanced to the dignity of Viscount 
Fordwich and Earl Cowper. In the capacity of Chancellor, he distinguished 
himself alike by his spirit and integrity ; and was the first English Lawyer who 
had presided in a Court of Equity, that refused those perquisites called " new- 
years' gifts," which had heretofore been received from the barristers, &c. 
George Nassau, the third Earl, was, in 1778, created a Prince of the Holy 
Roman Empire. He possessed a fine taste for the arts and sciences, and 
encouraged them with a munificence worthy of a sovereign. 

The present peer was born in 1778, and educated at Cambridge. He suc- 
ceeded his brother George Augustus, the late Earl, in 1799; and on the 21st of 
July, 1803, married Amelia, the daughter of Viscount Melbourne, by whom he 
has a son, Viscount Fordwich. 

Mr. Arthur Young, in his " Survey of the County of Herts," states, " On the 
grounds at Pansbanger, is a most superb oak, which measures upwards of 
seventeen feet in circumference, at five feet from the ground. It was colled the 
gnat oak in 1709; it is very healthy, yet grows in a gravel surface, apparently 
as sterile as any soil whatsoever; but it undoubtedly extends its tap-root into a 
soil of a very different quality. It is one of the finest oaks which I have seen, 
though only twelve feet to the first bough." 
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THOMAS KEMBLE, ESQ. 



Gubbins, in the parish of North Minims, is a corruption of Gobions, derived from the 
family name of its ancient lords, as early as the time of King Stephen. The estate 
afterwards became part of the revenue of the More family: the 21st of Richard II. John • 
More, of London, held one knight's fee in North Mymmes, of Thomas, Duke of Glou- 
cester, and Eleanor his wife. Sir John More, the father of Sir Thomas More, the 
Chancellor, possessed this manor in the reign of Henry VII. ; he was one of the Justices 
of the King s Bench, and granted Moor-Hall as a jointure to his second wife, with 
remainder to his only son, Sir Thomas More, one of the most illustrious characters of 
his time. He was the patron of Holbein the painter, and is said to have invited the 
King to an entertainment, when all the paintings by that excellent artist were disposed 
in the best order, and in the best light, in the great hall of his house ; on seeing which, 
Henry VIII. immediately took Holbein into his service, which circumstance brought him 
into great esteem with the nobility of the kingdom.* At Gubbins was a celebrated 
picture of Sir Thomas Morc's family, said to be by Holbein, who died in 1554 : the 
picture was dated 1593, as described by Lord Orford in his " Anecdotes of Painting in 
England," a convincing proof that it must at least have been finished by another hand ; 
it was afterwards in the possession of Lenthall, the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
at Burford. 

Upon the attainder of Sir Thomas More, the estate was taken possession of by the 
Crown ; when his father's widow retired to Northaw, in this county, where she died. 

In the first year of Queen Mary, the reversion of this manor (expectant upon the 
determination of two leases, the one granted by King Henry VIII., 38th of his reign, to 
William Honninge, Gent, the other by King Edward VI., fourth of his reign, to his 
sister the Princess Elizabeth,) was granted to Anne More, widow of John More, Esq., 
eldest son of Sir Thomas ; and to Thomas More, Esq. son and heir of John and Anne, 
who was daughter of Edward Cressacre, of Barnburgh, Yorkshire. Cressacre More, his 
son, lived here. His descendant, Basil More, having sustained great losses from his 
adherence to his royal master in the civil wars, was induced to sell the estate of Gubbins 
(or More Hall, as it was sometimes called) to Sir Edward Desbovery of London, mer- 
chant. He dying in 1694, his sons William and Jacob, who both lived here, sold the 
estate in 1697 to a Mr. Pitchcraft, a Packer of Blackwell-Hal) ; he sold it to Jeremy 
Sambrooke, Esq. who, by the death of his nephew, became a baronet ; the gardens here 
were about this time much celebrated : they were laid out by Bridgman, the reformer 
of the absurdities then common, called topiary works, and which were ridiculed by a 
paper in the Guardian, No. 173. Walpole has observed that " the garden at Gubbins 
indicates the dawn of modern taste." Sir Jeremy Sambrooke died in 1754, having 
bequeathed all his manors in the parish of North Mimms and elsewhere, to his sister 
Judith, with remainder to John Freeman, Esq., who after her death in 1765, became 
possessed of Gubbins, and sold it in 1777 to John Hunter, Esq., one of the Honourable 
Court of Directors of the East India Company, who died in 1803, and devised it by will 
to Thomas Holmes of Worcestershire, Esq., who took the name of Hunter. Part of the 
House has been lately rebuilt, and it is now the residence of Thomas Kemble, Esq. 

In the Church of North Mimms are three altar tombs to the memory of the Sambrooke 
family : and Mrs. Anne Hunter, the wife of John Hunter, Esq., left £200, the interest 
of which to be laid out in bread, and distributed to the poor at Christmas, Easter, and 
Whitsuntide, every year. 



* John Heywood, one of the oldest English dramatic writers, and a native of this parish, was 
also first introduced by Sir Thomas More, that Mncenas of wit and genius, to the knowledge and 
patronage of the Princess Mary. He afterwards became a favourite with Henry VIII., who frequently 
rewarded him very highly. 



Digitized by Google 



i i* .1 V : n <*• ■< 

iir.iTr'W"'"' • 




r< v ""i «i ;t s . 

HI M l*l l *"<<ILi! > 

1 

Digitized by Goc 



TIIK SKAT OF 

THE MARQUESS OF SALISBURY. 



This ancient mansion is|situated about five miles from St. Alban's. It is a large 
brick edifice, with decorations of stone, consisting of a centre and projecting 
wings ; four turrets at the angles, and immediately in front, are surmounted by 
cupolas and vanes. In the centre is a colonnade of nine arches, and a lofty 
tower, adorned with three stories of columns of the Tuscan, Doric, and Compo- 
site orders. Between the second are the arms of the family, with the date 1011. 

The manor of Hatfield was anciently part of the revenue of the Saxon princes, 
and was bestowed by Edgar on the monastery of Ely ; in whose possession it 
was at the time of the Conquest, and until that Abbey was converted into a 
Bishopric in the reign of Henry I. It then became one of the residences of the 
prelates, and from that circumstance was called Bishop's Hatfield, to distinguish 
it from other places of the same name. The house, probably, fell into decay 
during the civil wars of York and Lancaster; for it appears that it was rebuilt 
and ornamented by Bishop Morton, in the reign of Henry VII. The manor 
was alienated from the see of Ely by Queen Elizabeth. The palace had been an 
occasional royal residence, notwithstanding it was the property of the church. 
Queen Elizabeth resided here many years before she came to the crown ; and, 
on the death of her predecessor, removed from hence to take possession of the 
throne. — A part of the ancient Episcopal palace still remains, now used as 
offices to Hatfield House. 

The roof of the Hall is supported from the sides with lions, each holding a 
shield of the Cecil arms. On the ceiling are compartments, with profiles of the 
Caesars. Over the fire place is a large painting of a gray horse, given by Queen 
Elizabeth to Sir Robert Cecil. 

The Gallery, is 162 feet long ; in it is a very curious organ, of the time of 
James I. Above the chimney-piece, in the Drawing-room, is a very fine bronze 
statue of King James. The' Library is 58} feet long by 2(i wide, hung with 
the original gilt leather; over a marble chimney-piece is a portrait, in mosaic, 
of the first Earl of Salisbury, with gray hair, aged forty-eight. 

The noble family of Cecil is of ancient descent; Sir Robert Cecil, youngeBt 
■on of Lord Burleigh, (Queen Elizabeth's celebrated high-treasurer,) was, by 
James I., created Baron Essendon, and afterwards Viscount Cranbourn, and 
Earl of Salisbury. The present nobleman was born April 1", 1/91 ; and was 
married, Feb. 2, 1821, to Frances-Mary, daughter, and sole heiress of Bambcr 
Gascoyne, Esq. by whom he has issue — one son, Jame.t-Emilius- William- 
Evelyn, Viscount Cranbourne, born 29th October, 1821; and two daughters — 
Mildred-Arabcllu-Charlotte, born 24th Oct. 1822; and Blanchc-Mary-Harrictt, 
born 5th March, 1825. His Lordship inherited the honours, as second Mar- 
quess, at the decease of his father, June 13th, 1823. 

Among the numerous and valuable Portraits which adorn this splendid 
mansion, arc — 

Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicesler, the favourite of Quern Elizabeth; .Varfc Garrard ■ — S ir Simon 
Bennet, of lii-chnmpton, Buck*, Knt. " irt. 70, 1011.— A Head of Francis de Coligni, Lord of Dan- 
delot. — The Count dc Gondcmur; C. Jan*rn. — Ambrose Dudley, Earl of Wurnick, son of Dudley, 
Duke of Northumberland ; llollrm. — Lord Iturleigh, and his Ron Robert, nfterwnrds Eiirl of Salis- 
bury. — Jitrjueline, Duches* of Hninnult, inscribed, " Vrow Jucoheu van Iteircn gravnnu van Holland. 
Starf, 14341. "_Q„ecn Elizabeth, rirl.lv Hre*wd.— Margare t, Cmmtewof Richmond, painted on wood.— 
Charles Gerard, Rarnn Gerard of Brandon, created Earl of Macclesfield in 1070 — The Hue de Gni*e, 
called Le Jlnlafre, or the Slashed, fruin a scar on the Ipft check.— .'Mormon, Earl of Northumberland, 
by EmWjri'fc. — Lord Iturleivh, by Zu<\ htm ; a thrce-q,unrtrr.— A full-lenpih of Mary, Qui-en of Scots, 
inscribed, " Mwria D. G. -Scotia; |iiis*rnia retina Francis dotaria. Anno aMntia i«j;ni(|iie 3ti, Anglic* 
captivatU 10. S. H. 1573." Xnrehtn.— Queen Elizabeth ; with the motto, " *o\ »i\r sol j, ikh ;" by 
Zunktro— Robert, first Earl of Salisbury —William, sctond Earl of Salisbury.— J nine*, the late 
EarlofSaliibury. 
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THK SKAT OF 

MRS. MILLES. 



Puhobury is in the parish of Sawbridgeworth, from which town it is distant 
about a mile and a half. It is an ancient mansion, and is said to have been 
originally erected by Inigo Jones ; but has been altered to its present appear- 
ance by the late James Wyatt. In the drawing-room is a handsome marble 
chimney-piece, sculptured by the late John Bacon. The house is approached 
by a fine serpentine avenue of trees, and stands in a very pleasant park, abound- 
ing with game, and encircled on the south and east sides by the river Stort, 
which, in this part, forms the division of the counties of Hertford and Essex ; in 
a beautiful situation, upon a rising ground, commanding a prospect of a most 
fertile country, corn-fields, and meadow lands, interspersed with woods and 
copses, watered by a winding stream, navigable from Bishops-Stortford, five 
miles and a half north from Pishobury. 

The manor of Pishobury, in Braughing Hundred, was anciently the property 
of the Mandevillcs, Earls' of Essex, from the time of the Conquest ; whose 
heiress, Beatrix, conveyed it to William de Say ; he granted it to Warine Fitz- 
gerald, a Barou, in the reign of John ; at his death it was left by htm to his 
two sons, Warine and Henry, the latter of which married Ermentruda, daughter 
and heir of Roger Talbot of Gainsborough, and by her had an only daughter 
and heir, Alice, married to Robert de L'lslc, who, by that means, came into 
possession of Pishobury ; which descended to John, his 6on and heir, one of 
the Knights Companions of the most noble Order of the Garter, at the first 
institution thereof by King Edward HI. He died in the year 1356, and his 
son, Robert de L'Isle, sold this manor to Richard, Lord Scroopc, of Bolton, in 
whose family it remained for a considerable period. Henry Lord Scroopc, his 
descendant, in 1533, conveyed it to trustees for the use of King Henry VIII., 
by whom it was leased to John Chauncy, Esq. for a long term, at the ycarlv 
rent of £12. 

Before the period for which it was leased was expired, Queen Elizabeth 
granted the manor of Pishobury to Walter Mildmay, Esq.; who was afterwards 
knighted by her majesty, and was sheriff of this county in l/>89 : he fixed his 
residence here, and, " under the direction of that famous architect, Inigo Jones, 
built a noble mansion-house, on a rising ground, in a vale near the river Stort." 
Sir Walter died the 24th February, 1(306, and was buried at Sawbridge worth : 
against the north wall of the chancel is a monument to his memory, and to 
that of his lady. 

Sir Thomas Mildmay, Knt., his son and heir, sold his seat and estate at 
Pishobury to Lionel Cranfield, Esq. in 1612, the 10th year of James I. After 
being knighted, and chosen a privy counsellor, Sir Lionel was created Baron of 
Cranfield, in Bedfordshire, July 9th, 1621 ; and the year following, Earl of 
Middlesex, and Lord Treasurer of England. In 1633, the Earl sold the manor 
to Thomas Hewitt, who was afterwards knighted, and was created a Baronet 
by King Charles II. on July 19th, 1660; his son, Sir George Hew itt, Bart, 
was advanced to the titles of Viscount Goran and Baron of St. Jamestown in 
Ireland, in 1689; he died the same year at the age of thirty-seven, when the 
titles became extinct. — There are monuments of both Sir Thomas and Sir 
George Hewitt in the chancel of the church of Suwbridgeworth. 

The Viscount Goran left his seat at Pishobury to Lady Arabella Wiseman, his 
sister, from whom it descended to Edward Gardiner, Esq., whose sister Rose, mar- 
ried Jeremiah Millcs, Esq., and inherited the property at her brother's death. 

The church of Sawbridgeworth is a picturesque object when seen from any 
point of view, but particularly so from the banks of the Stort near Pishobury. 
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TUB 8BAT OF 

JOHN WILLIAM MONTAGU, EARL OF SANDWICH. 



Hinchinobbook House is principally in tbe parish of St. Mary, Huntingdon, 
about three-quarters of a mile from that town, and was originally a Benedictine 
Priory, dedicated to St. James, said to have been founded and endowed by King 
William the Conqueror, which Priory, at the dissolution in 1538, was granted 
to Sir Richard Williams, Knt., who had assumed the name of Cromwell, in honour 
of his relation, the Earl of Essex, at the recommendation of the King, who, at the 
incorporation of the Welsh with the English, was anxious they should adopt the 
mode of the latter nation in taking family names. 

Hinchingbrook House has continued in the possession of the present noble family 
ever since its purchase from Sir O. Cromwell, by Sir Sidney Montagu, in 10:27. — 
Here King Charles I. slept, in his way from Holmby to Newmarket, a prisoner in 
the hands of Joyce. 

This interesting Mansion displays in its parts the architectural taste of the 
earliest, as well as of the latest period of Queen Elizabeth's reign, possessing all 
that irregularity of design peculiar to the era ; the Buildings surround an open 
Court ; and its two principal Fronts, of which we hare given Views, are to the 
North and to tbe East. The great Court Yard leading to the Entrance on the 
North Front is crossed diagonally by a Walk, ornamented with dipt Yews. At 
the Lodge or entrance Gateway are four Savages with clubs, carved as large as 
life. On this Front are two Bay Windows, of large dimensions, profusely embel- 
lished with shields of tbe Family of Cromwell, tbe Arms of the Queen, and a 
variety of heraldic cognizances denoting the honours of the Tudor line, viz. the 
falcon, the portcullis, a ton with a branch, and roses of different forms, which are 
upon the upper cornice of each window ; the angles are formed by demi -angels. 
The Wiudow of the Hall has the lower division more lofty than the other, and 
upon the panelled space, in the centre, is a large rose, within several smaller ones, 
between a shield of arms of our Norman kings, and another now defaced ; upon 
one side of the Window are the arms of Cromwell impaling Warren, the other 
shield is now mutilated ; and upon the opposite side, two shields, Cromwell im- 
paling Ynyr, king of Gwentland, and Cromwell impaling Gwaith voed Vaur. 
The Bay Window of the Dining-room is constructed upon the same ornamental 
scale, and displays upon a panel, 2 ft. 0 in. wide, the arms of Queen Elizabeth, 
upheld by angels, with the royal badges of the portcullis, and the harp crowned ; 
the latter placed between the initials E. R. On the side panels are the arms of 
Cromwell impaling Cromwell of Okeham, and Cromwell impaling Mirfyne. Over 
this Window, in an ornamental compartment, is large radiated rose. Upon the 
west side of tbe entrance Court is remaining a portion of the Priory entire, now 
the Scullery, Dairy &c. Tbe ancient Kitchen is still in use. 

The East Front towards the Pleasure Ground has also two Bay Windows, of 
very different character : one, the most ancient, gives light to the Drawing-room ; 
it contains some painted glass, viz. the arms, quartering*, and supporters of the 
Montagu family, with the motto, post tot nauprauia port dm — the Landing of 
King Charles 11. — ana the death of the first Earl of Sandwich. The most curious 

Start of the Mansion is a very large circular bowed window, the basement of which 
orms a Porch : seven arches spring from columns at the piers, the spandrils and 
keystones of which are enriched with sculptured shields and crests of the Crom- 
well family alliances. 

The House, situated on the north-west side of a gentle slope, commands a 
pleasing view, including the very fine Tower of St. Neot's Church, about uine 
miles distant; and on the south of the Pleasure Ground is a high Terrace, 
overlooking the road from Brampton to Huntingdon. — The Mansion contains many 
fine Pictures, Family Portraits, and others of interesting personages ; hut they 
are too numerous to be particularized here. 
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THE SKAT OP 

JOHN HEATHCOTE, ESQ. 



Connington Castlb is situated about nine miles from Huntingdon, on the 
road to Stilton, from whence it is distant above two miles and a half, and is 
built entirely of stone ; the deep and richly moulded arches upon the North 
Front were brought hither from the Castle at Fotheringay. It stands in a fin* 
Park, watered by a small stream, which ultimately forms Brick Merc, Ugmere, 
and the more extensive Whittlcsca Merc. The grounds are pleasant, and laid 
out to the best advantage. 

The parish is in the hundred of NormancroBS, and its Church, the remark- 
ably fine Tower of which is seen in our view, is one of the principal antiquities 
of the county ; it is large, and contains many monuments of the Cotton family 
Connington Castle, or Great Connington, as it is sometimes called, was, for 
some time, the principal Residence of that distinguished ornament to hia 
country, Sir Robert Cotton, Bart., who was bora at Denton, near this place. 
In 1599, that great man, accompanied by his friend William Camden, explored 
the whole extent of the Picts* Wall, and brought away several Roman, inscrip- 
tions and altars, which were deposited in an octangular summer-house at this 
seat. These were presented to Trinity College, Cambridge, by Sir John Cotton, 
and are still carefully preserved there, at the foot of the library stairs. 

Connington was once the seat of Turchil the Dane, Earl of the East Angles, 
who invited over Swaine, King of Denmark, to invade England, and he with 
mast of his nation being exiled, it was then held of the honour of Huntingdon, 
which was granted by King Edward the Confessor to Waltheof, Earl of Hun- 
tingdon, who married Judith, niece to William the Conqueror ; their daughter 
Maud conveyed bcr inheritance, first to Simon de St. Liz, Earl of Huntingdon, 
and, secondly, to David, son of Malcolm, King of Scotland : Henry, son of 
David, on condition of swearing fealty and homage to King Stephen, obtained 
the honour of Huntingdon, with other lands. Malcolm, King of Scotland, 
eldest son of Henry Earl of Huntingdon, before-mentioned, obtained this estate 
and honour in the first year of Henry U., in lieu of the counties of Northum- 
berland, Cumberland, and Westmoreland : David, younger brother to William, 
King of Scotland, had the honour of Huntingdon assigned to him ; he attended 
Ricliard Cocur de Lion to the Holy Land, and died in 1219 ; he was buried in 
the Abbey of Sawtry, near his seat, at Connington : his daughter, Isabel, mar- 
ried Robert Bruce, and gave this lordship of Connington, with other large 
possessions in England, to her second son Bernard Bruce. About the time of 
Edward III., the estate went in marriage with Anne, the sole heiress of this 
royal line, to Sir Hugh Wcssenham, and from his family, in like manner by 
Maria, an heiress, to William Cotton, the ancestor of Sir Robert Cotton. On 
account of this his relationship to the blood royal, King James usually hon- 
oured him with the appellation of Cousin, and he ever after subjoined the name 
of Bruce to that of Cotton, and caused the Royal Arms of Scotland to be added 
to his own armorial bearings. He died in 1631, and was buried in the south 
chancel of Connington Church. The Manuscripts now in the British Museum 
were collected by nim ; they are known by the name of the Cottonian Library. 

In this church arc also two remarkable ancient monuments, the one inscribed 

1MPERATOR REX FRANCI S, ANGLO SAXONUM ANGLIf SCOT1S J the Other, PRtNCB 
HKNRY OK SCOTLAND, LORD OF CONNINGTON. 
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THB SKAT or 

THE EARL OF DARN LEY. 



Cobham-Hall was formerly the property and principal residence of a family who took 
their name from this place, and who for several centuries appear to have flourished in 
splendour and opulence. The last Baron Cobham having forfeited his estates to the 
Crown in the reign of James I., this Mansion and its Demesnes were granted by that 
monarch to his kinsman, Lodovick Stuart, Duke of Lennox, from whom they have 
descended to the present proprietor, the Earl of Darnley, whose grandmother, the Lady 
Theodosia Hyde, Baroness Clifton, was heiress to that title and the estate in right of her 
mother, the Lady Catharine O'Brien, only daughter and heiress of Catharine, sister of 
Charles, the last Duke of Richmond and Lennox of the name of Stuart. That nobleman 
died in possession of this house and estate, in the year 1672, having added to the ancient 
structure the centre building, of which Inigo Jones was the architect. An attic story was 
subsequently added by the late Earl of Darnley. The two Wings, now connected by that 
building, were built by Brooke, Lord Cobham, in the latter part of the reign of Elizabeth, 
as appears by various dates, from 1582 to 1599, and by the quarterings of Brooke and 
Cobham, sculptured in several places both within and without. It has been the aim of 
the present proprietor, without destroying any part of the edifice, to render the whole 
of this incongruous architecture somewhat more uniform in character and appearance. 

Great improvements in the interior of the House have, for a length of time, been going 
on, and a considerable collection of Pictures has been made, and placed for the most part 
in a Gallery which occupies a portion of the principal floor of the North Wing, being 
136 feet in length and 24 in width, exclusive of two recesses in the centre of the room, in 
one of which is a magnificent picture of Danae by Titian. There are also in the Gallery 
six other Pictures by the same great master. The Gallery is furnished with crimson, and 
contains four Fire-places with Marble Chimney-pieces of the same date as the house, 
some of which are remarkable for their size and richness of decoration* 

In the same wing, under the Gallery, is the Dining-room, 50 feet by 24. In this room 
the old wainscot has been retained, and the ancient Chimney-piece is striking in its 
appearance and large dimensions. Another room adjoining, on the ground-floor, has 
been restored to its ancient use of a Chapel; the entrance-door to this, which opens into 
the Garden-court, is highly ornamented, and shews by several inscriptions its original 
destination. In the centre building is the Great Hall or Music-room, connected en suite 
with the Vestibule, as it is called, and a Library lately fitted up. The dimensions of these 
rooms are as follow :— Great Hall, 50 feet by 36, 32 feet high; Vestibule, 36 feet by 20; 
Library, 50 feet by 19. In the Great Hall, the original ceiling, by lnigo Jones, is still 
preserved, the ornaments of which are peculiarly bold and grand, and their general effect 
has been improved by gilding, under the direction of the present proprietor. In this 
ceiling are the Arms of Charles Duke of Richmond and Lennox, with the Garter, and the 
motto—" Avant Darnley." The ornaments on the upper part of the walls are also gilt, 
and the base is entirely cased with marble. Here is a very fine Picture by Vandyke — 
whole-length Portraits of Lord John and Lord Bernard Stuart.f There is also in this room 
a fine Copy in marble of the Venus de' Medicis, a good antique Statue of Antinous, 
Mercury, or Melcagcr; and other pieces of Sculpture, both ancient and modern. 

The Vestibule (so called because it was originally one of the entrances to the house,) 
is fitted up with Turkish sofas. It contains a handsome statuary marble Chimney-piece, 
adorned with sculpture, two large Vases of Verd Antique, and a celebrated Tazza of 
Antique Serpentine of extraordinary size and beauty: the piece of which it is formed was 
found in the ruins of Adrian's Villa. 

The Library contains a fine collection of books; in this room also are two sculptured Chim- 
ney-pieces of statuary marble, over one of which is a Portrait, by Sir Peter Lely, of the Chan- 
cellor Clarendon, of whom Lord Darnley is the immediate descendant and representative. 

* At the end of the Gallery is an apartment in which Queeo Elizabeth ia reported to have slept in 
one of her progresses through Rent; in the centre of the ancient ceiling are still preserved her arms, 
and the date, 1599; the Chimney-piece i* of the lofty and massive character of many other* in toil 
hoase, and appears to represent some allegorical compliment In that great Princess. 

t Lord Joan Stuart was slain in the ciril war in arms for Charles 1 in 1644; and Lord Bernard lost 
his lire in the same service, in 1644 : they were both interred in the Cathedral at Oxford. 
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This Castle stands in a Moat, which covers about eleven acre* of land, and contains 
within its walls about three more. It is approached by three causeways, from the north, 
south-west, and south-east, leading to the outworks of the gateway, which, from what 
now remains, appear to have been contrived with considerable skill. These outworks, 
containing the Castle Mill, were erected by William de Leybourne, or by Edward 1., 
after the surrender into his hands. It is not easy to ascertain the date of the Bridge, 
which connects the outworks with the gateway. The Gateway itself, eicept the machi- 
colations of later date, together with the lower part of the buildings adjoining on each 
side, must have been erected at the same time with the outworks. The upper part of the 
building, seen on the left of our vignette, has the appearance of having been erected in 
the reign of Edward III. On the right of the base-court were two square towers, pulled 
down in 18*22, the northernmost of which had a communication with the Moat originally 
defended by a portcullis. Its date was in the reign of Edward I., with some later inser- 
tions by Sir Henry Guide ford ; the lowest part of it is now used as a boat-house, in 
completing which, a curious narrow passage, between two walls, was found under the 
ground ; it ran north and south. Next to this is the Maidens' Tower, its name a corrup- 
tion of the old French word " magne," or " mayne." 

The building, which stood on the site of the present southernmost of the two grand 
divisions of the Castle, was erected in the reign of James I., by one of the Smyth family, 
their arms being on the water-spouts. This front originally exhibited a lioe of gable- 
ends, until it was, in the strictest sense of the word, made " Gothic" by Lord Burlington, 
under whose direction, as it is believed, the spaces between the gable-ends were rilled, 
the front cased with rustic work, Sic, the windows arched with pointed plaister arches, 
and some of the lower rooms fitted up in the Roman style. The Drawing-room, how- 
ever, escaped this latter discipline, and was a very handsome chamber, lined with oak 
wainscot, but painted white, and having a very richly ornamented ceiling. 

The whole of this part of the Castle was, in 1822, pulled down, but the very richly- 
carved chimney-piece of the Drawing-room has been preserved. The cellars, probably 
erected in the reign of Henry III., certainly the oldest part of the Castle, are under this 
building. There was a Norman entrance to them, which unfortunately, in the late 
alterations, has been entirely covered up ; it was a plain semicircular arch of Caen stone. 
The oldest part of the Castle, the age of which can be ascertained, appears to be of 
the time of Edward I., viz., two lancet windows near each other, on the south-west side, 
west of the Clock Tower, the upper stage of which was added in 1823 : another, on the 
west side, south of a small slightly projecting round tower, and also the lower part of 
that tower. Two windows on the south-west side, and west of the Clock Tower, rank 
next in date, one only is nearly perfect, the tracery extremely beautiful, but appears of 
rather later date than the arch in which it is inverted. There is also another window, of 
the same age, at the north-west angle of the building: these are all temp. Edward III. 
There are two other windows on the south-west side, east of the Clock Tower, of which, 
from the absence of weather-mouldings, Ac, the date is not so easily ascertained. The 
whole of the rest of the building, with the exception of a small window at the south-west 
angle, was built by Sir H. Guldeford in the reign of Henry VIII. 

In 1 822, the whole of the interior of the ancient Castle was taken down and rebuilt : all 
the chimney-pieces were preserved, with the exception of two, one of which had, in the 
spandrils, the arms of Sir Henry Guldeford. The door-heads hare also been preserved ; 
the carvings in the spandrils of the chimney-pieces and door-heads consist of armorial 
bearings and devices of Henry VIII. aud Catharine of Arragon. 

With respect to the alteration, and building, which have taken place since 1822, if the 
praise of absolute perfection cannot be giveu to the structure, still, upon the whole, there 
is much to admire ; the front, which possesses the least architectural merit, is most fortu- 
nately but little seen from the surrounding Park. The principal objection is its monotony; 
happily the nature of the ground prevented a repetition of that fault in any other part of 
the building ; so that the Leeds Castle presents, in most points of view, a very noble and 
interesting appearance. 
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THE SEAT OF 

CAPTAIN T. B. BRYDGES BARRETT. 



This celebrated residence is situated in the parish of Ickham, four miles from Canterbury, 
on the road to Sandwich: from Littlebourne Hill, its turrets and.spirc, seen rising above 
the deep foliage of the umbrageous elms of the park, first discover the " emboviered serene 
abode" to the stranger, whose interest has previously been excited by a recital of the 
numerous treasures it contains. The Manor appears to have been anciently called Legh, 
and to have formerly been the seat of a family who derived their name from the estate. 
In the reign of James I. it was the probity of the Southlands. Sir William Southland, 
Knt., died here in 1638. His grandson, Thomas Southland, Esq., sold it to Sir Paul 
Barrett, Recorder of Canterbury, and M.P. for New Romncy, in 1676. After Sir Paul 
Barrett's death, which occurred the 9th of January, 1686, his lady, who was the daughter 
and heiress of Sir George Ent, the celebrated physician, resided here till her decease in 
the year 17) 1. 

Thomas Barrett, Esq., the grandson of Sir Paul, was a gentleman of refined taste, and 
may be considered as one of the best judges of paintings in the age in which he lived. He 
founded the collection of pictures, which are so justly esteemed, having spent much of 
his life in this elegant pursuit, distinguished for his knowledge, amongst those eminent 
contemporaries, who were most capable of appreciating his acquirements. After his 
death, in January, 1757, at the age of fifty-eight, having made no will, his personal pro- 
perty was divided between his widow, his son, and daughter; some of his cabinet pictures 
were then sold by auction, and several exquisite miniatures, by Oliver, Hdlyard, Cooper, 
Hoskins, Petitot, &c. became the property of the Honourable Horace Walpole, afterwards 
Earl of Orford, and now form some of the most valuable gems in the collection at 
Strawberry Hill. 

He was succeeded in his estate by his only son, Thomas Barrett, Esq., who had then 
completed his thirteenth year. After being educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, he 
travelled into France and Italy: and at his return in 1773, was elected M.P. fur Dover, 
after a severe contest. In 1782, he determined to improve the appearance of the Man- 
sion, which, though confessedly rich in works of literature and art, was not remarkable 
for external beauty. The House was originally erected about the time of James 1.; but 
the architectural character, appertaining to that period, had been destroyed by alterations, 
of various date. It was convenient, and contained some good rooms, so that it was not 
necessary entirely to rebuild it. Mr. Barrett, who is acknowledged to have possessed a 
most refined taste, seems to have formed his model upon the precise idea, which the late 
Lord Orford imbibed upon visiting it, and afterwards embodied in the following descrip- 
tion, which his Lordship sent to Hasted, the historian of the county. " The three fronts 
of the House convey an idea of a small Convent, never attempted to be demolished, but 
partly modernized, and adapted to the habitation of a gentleman's family. The scene 
around presents correspondent images; gently rising ground, ancient spreading trees, and 
the adjoining rivulet, seem to form a site selected by monks much at their ease, with a 
view rather to cheerful retirement, than to austere meditation ; while at the same time, no 
distant prospects tantalized them with views of opulence and busy society." The very 
name of Priory appears to have been subsequently bestowed, in conformity to this senti- 
ment. The late James Wyatt, Esq., then rising into fame, was the architect employed, 
and never was exhibited a better proof of his genius, so completely developing the spirit 
in which the design was conceived. 

The entrance to the grounds is through a lofty gateway, between two octagonal towers 
embattled ; over the arch, which is of the Tudor style, is a shield, bearing the arms of 
Barrett. The Park contains about two hundred acres, and is remarkable for its judicious 
disposition in the modern plantations, and for the magnificence of the venerable elms 
which here find a congenial soil. The lesser Stoure bounds the Park on the west. ; 

The principal, or entrance front of the Mansion, is on the north, where the centre 
forms a square embattled tower, with pinnacles on the angles ; at the extremities of this 
front are octagon turrets. The chief ornament of the west front is a large mullioned 
window, above which rises the large octagonal tower, containing the Library. It is sur- 
sounded by a singularly beautiful ornamented parapet, selected from the best models of 
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antiquity, and terminate! in a well-proportioned spire, conspicuous in the more distant 
views above the mass of foliage which envelopes the mansion. 

The southern range of building is terminated by a square tower. The whole edifice a 
only two stories high, and possesses all that irregularity of outline so pleasing to the 
admirers of ancient structures, possessing at the same time the roost perfect convenience 
and accommodation that can be required. 

The Drawing-room, Dining-room, Star-room, and Tower -room, are each adorned with 
pictures; but the most attractive and interesting spot is the Library. In form it may be 
considered as a minute reduction of the Lantern at Ely Cathedral, each side lighted by 
windows of delicate tracery, except on the east, the recess of which is occupied by a table, 
modelled upon the plan of an ancient altar; over it are paintings of Richard II., Anne 
his Queen, and six whole-length ecclesiastical figures, by the late John Carter, F. S. A. 
In the Library is also a bust of Wordsworth the poet, from Chantrey. The collection of 
books here is exceedingly valuable. 

Thomas Barrett, Esq., the founder of this collection, died unmarried, January 1803, 
set 59, and left this seat and other estates to his great nephew, the eldest son of Sir Eger- 
ton Brydges, Bart., K. J., the present possessor, who took the name of Barrett, according 
to the provisions of his uncle's will, in 1811. 

N.B. SirEgerton Brydges, who then resided at thUseat, established ial813,apreas, the moat celebrated 
in the annals of private printing, for the exquisite beauty of the copies it has produced, as well as for 
the delicacy, numbers, and matchless execution of the decorations, chiefly wood-cuts. The number of 
copies of each work printed at Lee Priory has never exceeded one hundred ; and of these, it is pro- 
bable, not thirty complete sets are extant The works consist principally of reprints of scarce and 
curious tracts, to which prefaces were always prefixed by the accomplished editor. The first book 
which issued from the Lee Press was, " Selections from the Poems of Margaret Cavendish, Duchess 
of Newcastle," of which only twenty-four were printed for presents. One of the most beautiful works, 
considered either with regard to the press-work or the illustrations, was " Speeches delivered to Queen 
Elizabeth, on her Visit to Giles Lord Chandos, at Sudeley Castle, in ISM, with a Portrait of Giles 
third Lord Chandos, and an Introduction by Sir Egcrton Brydges, Bart., KJ., M.P., highly orna- 
mented with wood engravings, 1810," 4 to. The following is, we believe, a complete list of original 
compositions from the same press:— 1. Select Poems, by Sir E. Brydges, 4to — I. Occasional Poems, 
by the same, 4 to. — i. Dunluce Castle, by Edward Quill inan, Esq.— 4- 8tanzas, by the same, 4 to. — 
5. Bertram, a Poem, in four cantos, by Sir E. Brydges, 8vo. — 6. The Sylvan Wanderer, (prose essays,) 
by ditto, S vols. 8vo. — 7. Desultoria, by ditto, 8to. — 8. The Brother-ln-Law, a Comedy, by the Bev. 
Henry Card, D.D.— 9. Sonnets from Petrarch, by the Bev. Archdeacon WranRharo, itc— 10. List of 



Amongst the Pictures (of which a complete list would form a pamphlet) we may par- 
ticularize the following: — 

Titian's Mother, Titia. — The Wise Men's Offering, Le Jfeyar.— The Shepherd's Offering, Otrfe 
Maratti. — Landscape and Figures, Wouvernuutt. — The Duchess of Richmond, Vandyke. — Landscape 
and Figures. Evening, Claude. — Virgin and Child in the Clouds, Murillo. — The Nativity, Luca Gior- 
dano, — A Landscape, with Magar and Ishmael, P. F. Mala. — A Landscape, G. Pouttin, figures by 
FUippo Ijncri. — King Charles 1., Vandyke. — A Landscape and Figures, F. P. Ferg. — Nymphs and 
Satyrs, in a Landscape, Antkony Voyptt. — A Landscspe, with Goats, 4cc., Michael Corrf. — Lucy Percy, 
Countess of Carlyle, Vandyke^— The Salutation, Lava Giordano. — The Holy Family. G. Pahm. — The 
Virgin, Our Saviour, and Joseph, L. Coracei. — The Virgin and Child, encircled by flowers, J. Batht- 
namer and J, Breughel.— Herodias's Daughter, with SL John's Head, Cork Dalci.— The March of an 
Army, with a wounded General, Bnrgognone. — The Holy Family. Bartelemi Sehidone. — A Landscape, 
Cattle, and Figures at San-set, J. WocUm^-Jht Judgment of Midas, Fitiop lean.— The Port of Aat- 
werp, Sebastian Franks.— Veens bewailing the Death of Adonis, A. Coram— A Frost-piece, in Holland, 
Adrim Vandrrrtlde — A Storm at Sea, P. Monmrn. — A Landscape and Figures, G. Peutnn. — King 
Chutes II., J. Riley.— His Queen, Ditto. — Nel Gwynn, J. GreraAiW.— The Duchess of Cleveland, Sir 
P. Lely. — Tbe Duke of York and his Duchess, the daughter of Lord Chancellor Clarendon, Sir P.Ltif. 
— Mary of Modrna, King James the Second's Queen, (his second Wife.) — Queen Mary. Sir P. Lely. — 

Charles Stoart, Duke of Richmond, ob. 16TS, Sir P. Lely Sir Paul Barrett, 1089, S. Da Bait.— Lady 

Barrett, copy from Da lioie. — Tbomas Barrett, Esq. the late possessor of Lee Priory, when a boy, in a 
Vandyke dress, T. //adoon.— Thomas Barrett, Esq. senior, and his last Wife ; he died 17ST, */. DoatV- 
A very beautiful and curious Picture. Maimte — Queen Margaret of Scotland, eldest daughter of 
Henry VII., Maimte — King Henry VIII., Holbein.— The, celebrated Miniature of Anne of Cleves, 
Ditto.— Miniature of King Henry VIII., Ditto. — Monkeys as Capuchins, P. Titlewnau— Boors playing 
at Backgammon, B. Heemtkerch. — Portrait of a Lady, Cornriisur Januen. — Dr. Richard Busby, M. Dahl. 
—Isaac Casaubon, the learned critic. — Sir George and Lady Rooke. He died 24th January, 1707<— 
(>ueca Anne, Sir Ger(/Vry Kneller. — King George I., Ditto. — Miniature of Sir Philip Sydney, /kmc 
OJteer.— Ditto of The i mas Rurrctt, Esq. senior, in enamel, C. F. Zincke, 1724.— Ditto of the second Wife 
of Thos. Barrett, Esq. senior, in enamel, Ditto.— Sarah, third Wife of Tbos. Barrett, Ditto. — Miniature 
of Thos. Barrett, Esq. senior, J. B. VaaJeo^-Ditto the fourth Wife of Tbos. Barrett, Esq. senior, in 
enamel, C.F.ZineU.— Thomas Cromwell, Earl of Essex, Holbein.— Tbe Duke of Monmouth, Mr*. S- P. 
Row, after Cooper — The Duchess of Cleveland, Ditto.— Margaret, Countess of Richmond, An original. 
—Henry VII., 2>i«o.-The Prince of Orange, alterwards King WUlmm III., and his Consort. 
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This extensive Park, in the midst of a peculiarly beautiful part of the county, 
about one mile south-east from MaidBtone, was, in early times, the estate atid 
property of the potent family of Leybourne, whose castellated mansion, moated 
round, gave rise to its denomination, The Mote, a name singularly inappro- 
priate to the present edifice, which stands on a commanding knoll, overlooking 
a rich tract of country, covered with orchards and hop-gardens, with the most 
delightful home scenery imaginable : the beautiful eminences of the Park are 
relieved by judicious plantations, while the lawns are covered with numerous 
herds of deer. At the foot of the knoll winds a branch of the river Medway, 
crossed by a very light \n& elegant bridge : from this point is a very fine view 
of the south and west fronts of the Mansion, as represented in our engraving. 
On the west side, the water is formed into a spacious lake, upon which is floating 
a vessel of large dimensions completely rigged. The grounds were laid out 
and embellished under the sole direction of Frances, Lady Romney, who died 
before their entire completion, 14th January, 1/95. Her ladyship was the 
daughter of Charles, second Earl of Egrcmont, and had a remarkably fine taste 
in landscape scenery and horticulture. In this Park the late Earl of Komney 
received his Majesty, George III., at a review of the Kentish volunteers, on the 
1st of August, 1799, when upwards of five thousand troops were at the same 
time most hospitably entertained. Their Majesties dined under a grand 
pavilion, on a rising part of the lawn, at a short distance from the old Man-ion, 
which was situated in the valley embosomed in trees, and was then standing. 
Upon the spot where the Royal Tent was placed, now rises a circular Temple 
of free-stone, of the Doric order, erected to commemorate the event. It con- 
sists of a peristyle of eight columns, raised on three steps, and surmounted by 
a dome ; upon it is the following inscription : " A Tribute of Respect from the 
Volunteers of Kent to the Earl of Romney, Lord Lieutenant of the County." 
The Temple is backed by deep woods, and is seen to great effect from the 
eminence upon which the House stands, about a quarter of a mile distant. The 
principal Apartments in the Mansion are spacious, and contain some very fine 
pictures, family portraits, &c. 

The Offices near the House are extensive. The Farm is on a large scale, 
and contains upwards of forty acres of hop-gardens. 

After the Leybournes, this fine estate passed into the possession of various 
distinguished persons, among whom was the celebrated Cardinal Pole, to whom 
it 'was granted by Queen Mary, after the death and attainder of Sir Thomas 
Wyat, the former possessor. The learned and accomplished Sir John Marsham, 
Bart., M.P. for Rochester, and one of the Masters in Chancery, became pos- 
sessed of the estate by marriage with the daughter of Sir William Wray, Bart. 
His descendant, Sir Robert Marsham, the fifth Bart., was, upon the accession 
of George I., created a Peer, by the title of Lord Romney, who dying 28th 
November, 1/24, was succeeded by his only son, Robert, second Lord Romney, 
who died in 1793, and was succeeded by his son, Charles, third Lord, who, on 
the death of the Duke of Dorset, in 1/99, was appointed Lord Lieutenant of the 
County. His Lordship was created Viscount Marsham and Earl of Romney, 
22nd June, 1801, and died, 1st March, 1811, when he was succeeded by his 
son, Charles, fourth Lord, and second Earl of Romney. 

ArmV: — Argent, a lion passant in bend gules, between two bendlets azure. 
Crest, a lion's head erased gules. Supporters, two lions azure, seme of cross 
crosslets, and navally gorged or. Motto, Non itBf, sbd patriae. 
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Eastwell Place, one of the moat romantic and picturesque situations in the 
county, possessing a bold irregular surface, having the more lofty eminences 
covered with 6ne woods, lies in the midst of fertility, about four miles north- 
east from Ashford. A noble mansion* was erected here in 1546, the latter end 
of the reign of Henry VIII., by Sir T. Moyle, Knt., Chancellor of the Court of 
Augmentations, a gentleman of a rery ancient family in the West of England. 

Catharine, the eldest daughter, and one of the two co-heiresses of Sir Thomas 
Moyle, married Sir Thomas Finch, Knt., and had issue Sir Moyle Finch, eldest 
son and heir, created a Baronet in 1611, who inherited the mansion, then called 
Eastwell Place, with the garden and park," the manor of Eastwell, and the 
advowson of the church, together with other manors in the county of Kent. 
Sir Moyle Finch married Elizabeth, the only daughter and heiress of Sir 
Thomas Heneage, Knt., of Copt Hall, in Essex, Vice-chamberlain to Queen 
Elizabeth, and who, surviving her husband, was advanced to the title of Vis- 
countess Maidstone in 1623, and created Countess of Winchilsea in 1628 : 
at her death in 1633, her eldest son, Sir Thomas Finch, became the first Earl 
of Winchilsea ; and Sir Heneage Finch, Speaker of the House of Commons, 
her fourth son, seated at Kensington, was father of Heneage, Lord Finch of 
Daventry, so created in 16/4, and advanced to be Earl of Nottingham in 1661, 
who was Lord High Chancellor during great part of the reign of Charles II., 
and died in 1682. His son, Daniel Finch, second Earl of Nottingham, 
succeeded to the earldom of Winchilsea, upon the death of John, the fifth 
Earl, without issue, in 1729, and married Anne, only daughter of Christopher, 
Viscount Hatton, sister to William, the last Viscount Hatton, who died in 
1762. His Lordship died in 1730, leaving a numerous family, of which the 
Honourable Edward Finch, the fifth son, assumed the name of Hatton, and, 
after the death of his elder brother, inherited Eastwell Park, and the Hatton 
estates. By Elizabeth, daughter of Sir Thomas Palmer, Bart, of Wingham, this 
gentleman was the father of the late George Finch Hatton, Esq. who built the 
present seat at Eastwell, represented in our View. The Park is well stocked 
with deer, and the grounds abound with game of every species. 

George Finch Hatton, Esq. married Mary, daughter of David, second Earl 
of Mansfield, and died in 1823, when he was succeeded in his estates by the 
present George William Finch Hatton, Esq., who is the heir presumptive of 
the earldoms of Winchilsea and Nottingham ; he married, in 1815, the Right 
Honourable Lady Charlotte Graham, eldest daughter of his Grace the Duke of 
Montrose, K.G., by whom he has a family. 

The east window of Eastwell Church contains some good painted glass, con- 
sisting of the arms and badges of several distinguished characters. There is 
also a monument of Sir Heneage Finch, the Speaker of the House of Commons, 
ob. 1631, and his second wife, Elizabeth, daughter of William Cradock ; also 
of his first wife, Frances, daughter of Sir Edmund Bell, Knt., of Beaupr^, in 
Norfolk ; an altar-tomb, with marble figures of Sir Moyle Finch, and his wife 
Elizabeth, Countess of Winchilsea, who died in 1633. 

* Tradition ha* hsnded down • Mary of on* of the workmen employed in building due mansion, hating 
claimed to be the aon of Richard III. Hi* account of hinurlf i* rofuidered unworthy of credit ; It, however, 
prevailed with the kind-hearted proprietor to allot him a piece of ground, with a (mall petuion, which he 
enjoyed till hit death, about four year* afterwards. In the parish register appears the following entry : 
" Richard Plantagenet was buried the 22d day of Dec. 1250" but the tomb, said to hare been erected to hi* 
memory, U evidently of a much later daw. 
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Fair Lawn is situated in the parish, and within half a mile of the village, of 
Shipborne, on the road from Wrotham to Tunbridgc; from the latter town it 
is distant four miles. The Mansion is large, and owes its present appearance 
to its successive possessors. But the principal portion, which has evidently 
undergone many alterations, is believed to have been built about the latter end 
of the seventeenth century, and subsequently great additions have been made 
to the building. It is now a large, substantial, and convenient edifice, adorned 
with very extensive shrubberies and pleasure grounds, and most excellent 
gardens, and seated in a finely wooded park, the smooth verdure of which may 
account for its name. 

The Estate is in Wrotham hundred, and in Aylesford lathe. In the early 
part of the reign of Edward I., it was in the possession of Adam de Barent, in 
whose family it remained until the latter part of the reign of Edward III. It 
was then transferred to the family of Colepeper, who retained possession of the 
Manor until early in the fourteenth century, when it became the property of 
the Chown family. It was next sold to Sir Henry Fane of Hadlow, who died at 
Rouen 1596; and whose son, Sir Henry, also purchased the Mansion of Sir 
George Chown. Sir Henry now resumed the name of his ancestors Vane, which 
his posterity have since continued. Sir Henry Vane became principal Secre- 
tary of State to King Charles I., and also Treasurer of the Household, from 
which he was dispossessed on his appearing in the prosecution of the Earl of 
Strafford, who had personally offended him by taking the title of Baron of 
Raby, the seat and estate of Sir Henry Vane ; an act of unnecessary provoca- 
tion. Sir Henry, before the death of Charles I., retired from the confusion of 
the times to Raby Castle ; where he died in 1634. Sir Henry Vane, his eldest 
surviving son and heir, upon whom Milton has bestowed terms of high com- 
mendation, in a beautiful sonnet, was beheaded on Tower Hill soon after the 
Restoration, a sacrifice to the shade of the Earl of Strafford. Christopher Vane, 
his son, was by King William created Lord Barnard, of Barnard's Castle in 
the Bishopric of Durham ; probably as a reward for his father's sufferings in 
the cause of liberty. His Lordship married Elizabeth, sister and coheir to 
John Hollis, Duke of Newcastle, and died at this seat, October 28, 1723, and 
was buried in the church of Shipborne, which he had rebuilt at his own 
expense from a design of the celebrated architect, James Gibbs : he left two 
sons, Gilbert, his successor in the title, and ancestor of the Earls of Darlington ; 
and William, who inherited the seat at Fair Lawn : he was created Viscount 
Vane and Baron Duncannon June, 11, 1720, and died here in 1/34, having, 
three days before his death, been elected Member of Parliament for the county 
of Kent : his 6on and successor was the eccentric Lord Vane, who married the 
widow of Lord William Hamilton, and daughter of Francis Hawes of Purley, 
in Berks ; a lady whose singular charms placed her in the very first rank of 
admired and fashionable beauties during twenty years : he died possessed of 
considerable estates totally unembarrassed, as well as of thin beautiful seat, 
which, at his decease in 1789, was let on lease to Henry Lyell, Esq. the father- 
in-law of Earl Delawar. The whole of his property, after the payment of the 
legacies, was bequeathed to David Papillon, Esq. of Lee, a relation of his 
Lordship, who sold it in 1799 to Mr. Simpson, the present proprietor, who, in 
1807, was High Sheriff for the county of Kent. — The father of poet Smart was 
possessed of an estate in the neighbourhood of Fair Lawn, and acted as steward 
to Lord Barnard, whose patronage was exerted in favour of the son. 
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THE SKAT OF 

THOMAS JESSON, ESQ. 



Valons, or Valence, now called Hill Park, is situated in the parish of Wester- 
ham, in the county of Kent. It waa formerly the residence of a family called, 
in deeds of great antiquity and without date, De Faloniis ; after which it 
continued for many years in the family of Casinghurst, one of whom conveyed 
it in the reign of King Henry VII. to John Islip, Abbot of Westminster. 
After having passed through several hands, it was conveyed in the year 17G6, 
to Arthur, Earl of Hillsborough, who changed its ancient name of Valons to 
Hill Park, after the surname of his family. It was the favourite retreat of that 
accomplished nobleman from the toils of office ; and few places seem more qua- 
lified by nature to afford repose and tranquillity after the hurry of public life. 

The House is an elegant and spacious structure, in the Italian style of 
architecture, but will not require particular description, unless, indeed, it be 
the superb chimney-piece in the Dining Room, of about the date of 1700, 
adorned with festoons of fruit and flowers, in alto relievo, exquisitely carved. 
The key-stone presents a head of Aurora, very highly relieved, and of first- 
rate sculpture ; over the chimney-piece is a curious carving in oak, of very 
high antiquity, representing the offering up of Isaac by Abraham. Near to the 
House is an elegant dairy and summer-house, built by Lord Hillsborough after 
those at Frogmore near Windsor, the retirement of the late Queen Charlotte. 

The Park, however, is the distinguishing beauty of this delightful residence. 
To begin with its western extremity, its principal features are, a winding 
valley, encompassed on each side by considerable hills, sometimes almost 
precipitous, at other times forming a broad and level slope to the edge of the 
lake below ; in some places studded with majestic single oaks, in others 
presenting dingles filled with broken masses of timber, which gradually recede, 
and are finally lost in the woods behind. A stream of pellucid water brawls 
along the bottom of the valley, winding its way through well-dispersed groves 
of alder and otlier aquatic trees, and in its progress expands itself into a lake 
of several acres, the resort of water- fowl of various descriptions. 

The wild accompaniments of this water, secluded from human research, 
present in a calm summer evening a delightful scene. The distant murmurs of 
the rooks, the silent flapping of the moor-hen over its unruffled surface, excel- 
lently harmonize with the still and peaceful landscape around. 

The brook having escaped once more from the lake, after many meanderings, 
is at length conducted into a wood of ancient forest trees, among which one 
beech is of the prodigious girth of twenty-eight feet. Here is formed one of the 
most pleasing features of the park. The brook tumbles over a precipitous 
rock of natural production, the depth of thirty feet, into a dark pool below, 
immediately opposite, and within a hundred yards of the Dining Room 
windows. The House stands in a recess, backed to the west by a bold 
eminence, covered with magnificent oaks; on the south is the fine wood, ani- 
mated by the cascade ; on the cast and north are open sweeps, which are 
gradually lost in the horizon or in the surrounding country. 

The scenery of this spot— the murmur of the cascade, its tremulous and 
silver form contrasted with the dark foliage of the forest trees which clothe 
it — the classic form and appearance of the House — the rich concert of innu- 
merable birds, from the hoarse note of the rook to the rich tenor of the dove, 
and the sweeter treble of the thrush and blackbird — excite feelings in tm^mind, 
which, though perpetually experienced by the lover of nature, never have been, 
nor ever will be, adequately described bv the feeble efforts of the pen. 
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THE 8 BAT OF 

LORD LE DESPENCER. 



This very elegant Mansion was erected by John Fane, seventh Earl of Westmoreland ; 
upon the site of an ancient castle, which had belonged to the Lords Abergavenny, and 
is built after a design of Colin Campbell, in imitation of the much-admired Villa Capra, 
of Palladio. It stands upon an eminence of easy ascent, watered by a stream running 
into the Medway, and encompassed by the most agreeable risings, cultivated and 
improved to the utmost perfection. 

The principal structure b an exact square of eighty-eight feet. There is a portico of 
six columns in each of the four fronts. The hall, or grand saloon, is in the centre of 
the building; it is circular, and receives light from above. A gallery continued round 
the saloon communicates with the upper apartments; and the state rooms, divided off 
from it, open one into another all round the house, and are richly furnished. 

The annexed engraving represents the principal front, upon which two noble wings, 
containing domestic offices, project, and enclose three sides of a spacious court, which 
adds much to the grandeur of the building. 

The portico opens upon a vestibule leading to the saloon, at the opposite end of which 
is the picture gallery. 

The Mansion is situated about seven miles from Maidstone, in a delightful and 
wooded part of the country. Mereworth anciently gave name to a family, and we find 
John de Mereworth, sheriff of Kent, in the 15th and 16th of Edward III. They held 
the manor about two centuries, when it descended to the Malmaines, Bohuns, and 
Bambres, who built a castle, which passed from the Earls of Arundel to the Lords 
Abergavenny and Le Despencer ; and from them, with the title of Le Despencer, to 
Francis Fane, first Earl of Westmoreland. 

At the death of John, seventh earl, in 1762, without issue, he was succeeded in the 
earldom of Westmoreland, and barony of Bur^hcrsh, by a distant branch, and in the 
barony of Le Despencer by bis nephew, Sir Francis Dash wood, Bart., from whom the 
estate, as well as the ancient title, has devolved upon the family of Stapleton. 

Among the splendid Paintings at Mereworth Castle, the following may be enumerated — 

The DlMING-RooM. — King Charles I. and hit 
f*m 1 1 v— Francis, late Lord Le Df Spencer, Danee— 
Penelope, daughter of Henry, Earl of Southampton, 
C'jrveliiu J an ten— M ilium, son of Robert, Ant Lord 
Spenrcr, who married Penelope, the daughter of the 
Earl of Southampton, and father of Henry, Earl of 
Dorothy Sidney, Waller'. 
\ first Baron Spencer, Ditto 
' of Robert, Ant Lord Spencer, 
wife of Sir George Fane, of Bunion, Kent, Ditto— 
lloljert, the youngest son of Robert, first Lord 
Spencer, Ditto— Mary. Countess of Westmoreland, 
daughter and heiress of 8ir A. Mildmay, of Ape* 
thorpe, Nurihampion'hlr*, and her son Sir Frnnci" 




Pane, K.B. of Pulbeck, progenitor of the present 
Rail of Westmoreland— Sir O. Pane, of Bunion, 
Kent, r'andgek— The late John Philip Kemble, and 
Mrs. Siddont, Sir Wm. Beeekey. ft. A. 

The LisraSY. — The celling, Diana and Endy- 
mion — The Death of AdonU, Scareelliuo de Ferrara 
— A View of the City of Venice, Caualelti — A Portrait 
of himself, Rubem— George, Duke of Buckingham, 
and Sir Anthony Mildmay, Oliver — A Portrait of 
himself, f'andt/rk — A Drawing after a picture of 
Tenien, Ceunteu of Wettmareland. 

The Breakfast-Boo*.— The Ceiling, Plora, ftc 
—The Head of St. John the Baptist, a met lotinto. 
»ery curious and fine Impression by the inventor of 
the art, PHnee Rupert — The Death of Marc Antony, 
A. Kaufman — A Female Prisoner before a Roman 
Consul, A. Kaufman— A Tig and Dog, G. Uorlaad. 



The Galleit. — Ceiling, Apollo and the Muses, 
by Sclater — A small piece, Battttno— A View of 
Windsor— A Battle piece, Borgognone — A View of 
Venice, Canatfiti — Two Landscapes, Piemoni— Christ 
restoring the Blind, Tintoretto— A Group of Lions, 
Breugktl — Fishing, fender C.i«i— Mis own Portrait, 

Romulus *and Remus, CantarM— An Old Lady 
seated in a Chair, Rembrandt — A Landscape, Italian 
School — Fishermen, Teniert, very fine — A Bailie 
piece, very carious— The Crucifixion, /. de Brmge, 
very carious — Sir Walter Raleigh — Assumption of 
the Virgin, Le Hurt — A Boulangois Doctor, Frank 
Hah. 

Tuc DiAWlHO-RooM.— Portrait of Mary, daughter 
and heiress of Lord Abergavenny, to whom the barony 
of Le De Spencer was adjudged j she married Sir 
Thomas Fane, K.B. — An Old Man's Head, Teniert— 
Erasmus, Holbein— The Marriage in Cane, Jan 
Franke—K large Landscape, Pan I Brill— A Dutch 
Fair, Teniert — Sir Thomas More — A Vapoured Lady, 
Ant. de Coreggio—lhe Carnaral, 7i/im» — The Holy 
Knmily, Itdjf'irlU— Christ entering Jerusalem, Lan- 
franc— Saint Francis, Guide — A Landscape, SmmenU 
— Venus and Cupid, Rubtnt — A Landscape, Paml 
Brill— A Landscape, Claude— The Children of Israel 
in the Wilderness, . 



Noah after the Flood, Battant — Sipsmunda, Ceetg- 
gio—K View of- Southampton, itorlamd— An Old 
Man's Head, Teniert— Lord 
A Flower piece, Baptuia. 
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EDWARD KNIGHT, ESQ. 



Godmbrshax is most beautifully situated in the rale of the Stoure, in Fel- 
borough hundred, Scray Lathe, at the distance of six miles from the town of 
Ashford, and about eight miles and a half from the city of Canterbury, in a 
part of the county which is delightfully varied in its surface, being surrounded 
by eminences chiefly covered with wood, while the intermediate plains are rich, 
and productive in a high degree. The House was built about the year 1732, 
by Thomas Knight, Esq., on the site of the old mansion, which had been the 
residence of his ancestors for many generations. We have given a view of the 
principal front, taken from the road which runs between Canterbury and 
Ashford. The original name of this family was Brodnax, who bore for arms— 
Or, two chevrons gules, on a chief of the Becond, three cinquefoils, argent, 
surmounted by the crest in a mural coronet, a demi-eagle, or, winged gules and 
gorged as the chief in the arms. 

The founder of the present Mansion, a descendant of Sir William Brodnax, 
Knight, aud who was sheriff of this county in 1729, relinquished his name for 
that of May in 1727, when he came into possession of a considerable estate in 
Sussex and Loudon ; of which last, May's Buildings, in St. Martin's Laue, 
formed a part. This second name he again exchanged for that of Knight, in 
1738, on a still greater acquisition of lauded property at Chawton, in Hamp- 
shire, now one of the seats of the family. He died February 26, 1781, «t. 80, 
leaving issue by his wife Jane, eldest daughter and co-heiress of William Monk, 
Esq., of Buckingham, near Shorcham, iu Sussex, a son, Thomas Knight, Esq., 
LL.D. and M.P. for the county, who constantly resided at Godmersham, and 
married Catherine, the daughter of the Uev. Wadham KnatchbulJ, D.D. Chan- 
cellor of Durham, and a Prebendary of Canterbury, but had no issue. He was 
an accomplished gentleman, and at his decease, October 23, 1794, bequeathed 
hia fine collection of medals and a series of English coins to the University of 
Oxford. 

The manor of Godmersham is reported to have been granted to the monks of 
Christchurch, Canterbury, by Bcrnulf, king of Mercia, as early as the year 820, 
and that Archbishop Agclnoth confirmed the same in 1032. Archbishop 
Arundel appropriated the rectory to the Priory of Christchurch, by a license 
from King Richard II., to support and maintain the said monaster)-. 

The parish church is situated on the banks of the Stoure, and contains, 
on the south side, a large pew belonging to the family, which is adorned 
by a collection of very curious painted glass, forming a wide border to the 
window. 

On the north side of the church are the remains of Godmersham Prior}', built 
by Thomas Goldstone, Prior of Christchurch, who died in 151/. 
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THE 8BAT Of 

SIR EDWARD KNATCHBULL, BART. M.P. 



Mbrsham Hatch, four miles south-east from Ashford, and about the same 
distance south from Wye, has been the principal scat of the family of 
Knatchbull, ever since the year 1486, the second of the reign of Henry VII., 
at which time it was purchased by Richard Knatchbull, Esq., of the executors 

of Edwards, its former proprietor. The House, in that deed, and in 

several of much older date, is called, sometimes, Mersham Hatch, and some- 
times Mersham le Hatche. The present building was begun to be rebuilt 
by Sir Wyndham Knatchbull, the sixth Baronet of this family ; but he dying, 
in 1/63, it was completed according to the original design, by his uncle, 
Sir Edward Knatchbull, Bart., who succeeded to the title and estates. It is 
constructed with brick, and consists of a centre and wings, being a large and 
handsome edifice, situated in a Park, not large, but finely disposed ; sheltered 
on the north by an eminence, at the foot of which is a lake, nearly a quarter 
of a mile long. The park is about three miles and a half in circuit, and 
situated in a part of the county which is most pleasingly diversified by hill 
and dale, producing great quantities of hops and fruit : corn fields and meadow 
lands give great interest to the surface of this tract; which if viewed from 
the chalk hills, on the north of Mersham, presents a most delightful scene of 
picturesque fertility. 

Philipot, in his " Villart Cantianum, or Kent Surveyed and Illustrated." 
published in 1659, in folio, states, that the family of « Knatchbull extracted 
originally from Limne, where I find the name by deeds very ancient, and 
owners of a plentiful patrimony." 

The above* mentioned Richard Knatchbull, who purchased this estate, 
was the father of another Richard, who died in 1523, and had issue, William, 
who had issue, John Knatchbull, who died in 1540, and was the father of 
Richard, John, Reginald, and William, and a daughter, Mary. 

Richard Knatchbull, Esq., eldest Bon and heir, had two wives ; by the 
second wife, Susan, daughter of Norton Green, Esq., of Bobbing, in Essex, he 
had issue, Sir Norton Knatchbull, and Thomas ; and dying in 1582, was 
buried in the chancel of the Church, at Mersham. Sir Norton Knatchbull, Knt., 
his son and heir, was Sheriff of Kent in 1606, and M. P. for Hythc ; he had 
three wives, but had no issue by any of them, and died in 1636. Sir Norton 
founded the Free School at Ashford, which was finished and endowed by his 
successor, Sir Norton Knatchbull, Knight and Baronet. His brother, Thomas 
Knatchbull, Esq., married Eleanor, daughter and coheiress of John Astley, Esq., 
chief gentleman of the Privy Chamber to Queen Elizabeth ; and Master and 
Treasurer of Her Majesty's jewels and plate, who was descended from the 
Barons Astley ; he died in 1623, leaving Norton his son and heir, who was 
knighted at Whitehall, and afterwards advanced to the dignity of Baronet, 
4th August, 1641. Sir Norton Knatchbull was M.P. for the County in the 
time of Charles I., and was author of " Annotations on the New Testament." 

The present, and ninth Baronet, married Annabella Christiana, daughter of 
Sir John Honywood, Bart., of Evington, Kent, who died in 1814, leaving 
five sons, Norton Joseph, Edward since dead, Charles Henry, Wyndham, and 
John, and one daughter, Mary Dorothea. Sir Edward married, secondly, 
in 1820, Fanny Catherine, eldest daughter of Edward Knight, Esq., of 
Godmersham Park, in this county, bv whom he has one daughter, Fanny 
Elizabeth, born in 1825. 
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Tub new mansion at Hoi wood was erected in the year 1825, by the present 
proprietor, from the designs and under the superintendence of that eminent 
architect, Decimus Burton, Esq. The exterior presents a uniform architectural 
elevation, in the Grecian style; the walls being faced with the light-coloured 
bricks brought from Southampton, and with the columns, pilasters, entablatures, 
window-dressings, and the plinth, of solid Portland stone. 

The south front, the part selected for our View, extends 180 feet in length, 
and has a circular portico of four columns of the Grecian Ionic order, and of 
the height of the building ; in the wings are Doric columns in recesses. The 
principal apartments are in this front, and consist of the Dining-room, Saloon, 
Library, Drawing-room, Billiard-room, and Conservatory, en suite. The kitchen 
offices also occupy part of the south front, but so concealed under the same 
elevation as to avoid the incongruity sometimes observed, where, either from 
injudiciouBness, or with the idea of economy, the domestic offices are seen 
attached to the mansion in a character of architecture totally different. A hand- 
some Conservatory, principally constructed of Portland stone and iron, and 40 
by 17 feet wide, forms the termination of the western wing. 

The north or entrance front is of the Bame extent, but of a plainer character 
than the south front, with a recessed portico of two Doric columns. The interior 
presents several well-contrived vistas through the suites of apartments. The 
Saloon, which has an extremely pleasing appearance, occupies the centre of 
the house, and extends two stories in height, surmounted by a large lantern 
light, and supported by columns. 

Although the rooms are not large, yet it may be truly said that the architect 
has constructed at Holwood one of the most ornamental, convenient, and sub- 
stantial mansions in this county. The scenery around Holwood is very varied 
and extensive, owing to the elevation of its site, the broken and undulating 
surface of the ground in the immediate vicinity, and other local advantages. 
The present proprietor has likewise been at great expense in embellishing the 
park and pleasure-grounds, and has entirely enclosed the former with a strong 
oak fence, extending about four miles in circumference ; he has also built two 
ornamental rustic lodges. 

The old house, which was pulled down in the year 1823, had formerly been 
the favourite residence of the late Right Hon. William Pitt. It was a small old 

Slastered brick building, but had long been tenanted by various gentlemen, who 
elighted in fox-hunting at the time the Duke of Grafton kept a pack of hounds 
in this neighbourhood. It afterwards came into the hands of the late Mr. Cal- 
craft, and served as a house of rendezvous for the heads of one of the parties 
which at that time divided the House of Commons. From Mr. Calcraft it came 
into the possession of the Burrell family ; by them it was sold to Captain Robb, 

and was purchased of him by Burrow, Esq., nephew of the late Sir James 

Burrow, who stuccoed the house, added greatly to the grounds by various pur- 
chases, grubbed and converted considerable woods into beautiful pasture and 
pieces of water, and planted those ornamental shrubberies which rendered it so 
justly admired. An eminent ship-builder, named Randall, purchased it of 
Mr. Burrow, aud he afterwards disposed of it to the Right Hon. William Pitt, 
who was a native of the adjoining parish, and under whose own personal super- 
intendence most of the ornamental plantations were made, which rendered the 
park so justly admired. 
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THE SKAT OF 

THE DUKE OF DORSET. 



■ Knolb stands in an extensive and beautiful park, a short distance from Seven 
Oaks, and has been a remarkable mansion from the time of the Conquest. 
After having been possessed by many illustrious families, it was sold to Thomas 
Bourchier, Archbishop of Canterbury, who rebuilt the house, and enclosed the 
park ; and left it, at his death in I486, to the see of Canterbury, as a palace for 
bis successors for ever. Archbishop Cranmer, finding it necessary to give up 
a considerable share of the possessions of the church, to save the remainder, 
Knole, with its park and lands belonging, fell into the hands of the crown. 
Queen Elizabeth granted the house, together with the park and lands belonging 
to it, to Thomas Sackvillc, Esq. afterwards Earl of Dorset, who was related to 
the queen by the intermarriage of his family with that of Boleyn. The queen's 
motive, in bestowing this magnificent residence, it is said, was to keep him 
near her court and councils, that he might repair thither on any emergency, 
with more expedition than he could from Buckhurst, the ancient seat of the 
Sackvilles. The Earl of Dorset came to reside at Knole in 1603 ; and from 
that time till his death, which happened while sitting at the council-board, in 
1608, he constantly employed at Knole two hundred workmen, in the very 
essential repairs it required. 

The principal entrance is through a great tower portal, leading into the first 
or outer quadrangle. In the centre of the grass-plat, on each side, are models 
of ancient statues, the Gladiator and Venus, orta mart. From this court is an 
entrance through a large tower, in the centre of the building, to the inner 
quadrangle, with a portico in front, supported by eight Ionic columns ; over 
which is an open gallery, with a balustrade. Some of the water-spouts bear 
the date of 1605, and others 160/. 

The great hall measures 74 feet 10 inches in length, and 27 in breadth, and 
is 26 feet 8 inches high ; and has at one end a richly carved screen, supporting 
a grand music gallery, which bears the arms of Thomas, Earl of Dorset, with 
those of his Countess. In the chimney are a very curious pair of ancient dogs, 
of elaborate workmanship. The hall is adorned with several whole-length 
family portraits, and has the Dais, or raised floor, at one end, agreeably to 
ancient usage, for the principal table of the noble possessor of the mansion ; 
while other tables stood lengthways down the hall, for tenants and domestics 
of the family. The long table now remaining here was constructed for the 
game of shuffle -board, an ancient and popular amusement. The windows are 
of stained glass. 
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The staircase, on the principal standards, has the leopard argent, spotted 
sable, supporting a shield, which also appears surmounting the gables, on the 
front of the building. 

The Holbein gallery, measuring 88 feet in length, contains an extensive 
collection of portraits of illustrious persons, by Holbein or his scholars. Every 
room, indeed, has its attractions : independent of the richly furnished gallery 
of pictures, many of the apartments are hung with curious tapestry, and 
contain large ebony cabinets, magnificent state beds, &c. They in general 
exhibit a perfect idea of the style of decoration of the time of James I. in high 
preservation. 

The estates of the Earl of Dorset were sequestered during the civil wars, for 
his adherence to the royal cause; and Oliver Cromwell is said to have held a 
court for the purpose in the great dining parlour. 

In the colonnade, the stained glass exhibits the arms of the matches of the 
family, from Thomas, the first Earl of Dorset. 

The antique marbles in the collection here, consist of, a Demosthenes, from the 
Columbrano palace at Naples ; a Fountain Nymph asleep, found at Roma Vecchia 
by Mr. G. Hamilton ; a bust of Brutus, with a dagger ; another, called Mar- 
cellus ; a head of Antinous, from Hadrian's villa ; and those of the first trium- 
virate, excepting Crassus. Here are good casts also of the dancing Faun, the 
Venus de Medici, the listening Slave, and the Boxers, from the Florentine 
gallery. Other curiosities arc, Vandyke and his father-in-law, the unfortunate 
Earl of Cowrie, in gold tapestry; the arms of the family, curiously cut in 
paper, by Mrs. Robinson ; a very copious genealogy of the Sackville family, 
illuminated, and with the arms and monuments of the various branches. 
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TIIK SKAT OF 

SIR JOHN SHE LLE Y.SIDNEY, BART. 



Pens hurst, so called, according to Hasted, from Pen, an old British word, 
signifying the top of any thing ; and hyrtt a wood, was at the time of the 
Conquest the residence of a family that took their name from it. 

Sir Stephen dc Peneshurstc possessed the Manor in the reign of Edward I. ; 
and he dying without issue male, it successively became the property of the 
several distinguished families of Colutnbers, de Pulteney, and Devereux. The 
Mansion-house at Penshurst was embattled and fortified by royal licence 
granted to Sir John Devereux, in the reign of Richard II. Shortly after, the 
Manor was conveyed by sale to John, Duke of Bedford, third son of King 
Henry IV., who died without issue. His brother, Humphrey, Duke of 
Gloucester, surnamed the Good, succeeded him ; but he also dying without 
issue, Penshurst came into the bauds of the Crown, and was by letters 
patent granted to Sir William Sidney and his heirs, with which noble family- 
name Penshurst has ever since been connected. 

The Mansion stands at the south-east corner of the Park. It is a large 
irregular building, containing numerous apartments, some of which are hand- 
some and spacious. The architecture of different ages is to be traced in 
separate parts of the edifice, to which additions have from time to time been 
made by its various possessors, and in later years not quite in a style corre- 
sponding with its former magnificence. The present owner of Penshurst has 
expended a large sum upon this venerable family residence, and displayed 
good taste and judgment in the various works of which he has directed the 
execution. 

The principal entrance is through an ancient gateway, over which is the 
following inscription : 

The most religion Mid renowned 
Prince, Edward the Slxt, Kinge of 
England, France, and Irelande, gate 
this boute of Prnmter, with the manners, 
landes, and appvrtoaaynces thcr 
vnto bcloninge vnto hi* tmtyc 
and welbcloved imrant Syr 
William Sydney, Knight Banneret. 

Upon entering the first quadrangle, the Hall, a striking object of architec- 
tural beauty, and the principal feature of the Mansion, engages the attention 
At the upper end of the Hall, a staircase on the left leads to the State-Apart- 
ments ana Gallery; at the opposite corner is the passage to the Chapel. The 
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Hall is a noble room, with a fine timber roof, and was, until within a few 
years, surmounted by a cupola. The walls of the interior were formerly 
adorned with lances and the various accoutrements of war, which gave to the 
spacious apartment a pleasing effect, by recalling to the mind of the visitor the 
days of olden time. In the inner quadrangle arc found the Kitchen, Buttery, 
nnd other domestic offices. The old family dinner-bell, placed in a wooden 
frame in the centre of the yard, serves as a memorial of baronial festivity. 
There are in the Mansion a few excellent Portraits of the Sidney family, 
besides some other valuable paintings. 

The Park in which this noble building stands, is diversified with hills, 
woods, and lawns, and well planted with large oak, beech, and chesnut trees. 
The Gardens, which are extensive, retain their original form of Terraces. In 
giving a description of Pcnshurst- Place, the Heronry, a curious relic of its 
ancient splendour, ought not to be overlooked, more particularly as it is the 
only one remaining in this part of the country. The place chosen for its 
situation is in some lofty beech trees planted on a hilly part of the estate. 
The south side of the Park is watered by the river Medway. 

A tree is still pointed out, said to be the celebrated oak, called Bear's Oak, 
which was planted at Sir Philip Sidney's birth. It measures upwards of 2/ 
feet in circumference, and is thus celebrated by Waller, in a poem entitled, 
" At Penshurst :"— 

"Go boy, and carve this passion on the bark 
" Of yonder tree, which stands the sacred mark 
'* Oi noble Sidney's birth ; when such benign, 

" That there they ran not but for ever prove 
" The monument and pledge of humble love." 

And it is thus noticed by Ben Jonson in his "Forest :"— 

" That taller tree which of a nut was set 

" At his great birth where all the Muses met" 

The Parish of Penshurst is situated in that district of the county of Kent 
called the Weald, The Village has nothing remarkable in it. The river Eden 
takes its course through the western part of the Parish, and about the centre 
of it joins the river Medway, which afterwards flows towards Tunbridge. 
This part of Kent abounds in chalybeate springs. 

The living is in the diocese of Rochester, and, being a peculiar of the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, is as such within the deanery of Shorcham. The Church, 
a large handsome structure, stands near the south-west corner of Penshurst 
Place. The advowson belongs to the Sidney family, and was granted unto them 
by Queen Elizabeth. 
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THE SBAT OF 

JAMES W1LLASEY, ESQ. 



Allerton Hall, formerly the residence of William Roscoe, Esq., the Historian 
of the Medici, is pleasingly situated on a slight acclivity, and commands several 
beautiful and extensive views. On tlie West, after traversing a well-wooded country, 
the eye rests upon the broad expanse of the Kiver Mersey, beyond which are seen 
the level plains of Cheshire, bounded in the distance by the mountains of Flint- 
shire and Denbighshire. On the South the prospect is terminated by the Cheshire 
hills, amongst which Beeston Castle forms a very prominent feature. The hills of 
F rod sham, extending towards the East, add greatly to the eflect of the morning 
landscape. The bouse, which is built of a species of red freestone, found in abun- 
dance in the neighbourhood, is a very handsome structure, about 1*20 feet in length; 
the centre, which is ornamented with four Ionic pilasters supporting a pediment, 
and resting upon a rustic basement, and one of the wings, were built by Mr. Hard- 
man in the early part of the last century, but a considerable part of the old Hall, 
the architecture of which might be referred to the age of James I., remained, until, 
being in a state of great decay, it was pulled down by Mr. Roscoe, a few years ago. 
At the same time the grounds, laid out in the old style of gardening, were altered, 
and assumed their present park-like appearance. 

On entering the House, a passage on the right leads to the Breakfast-room, a 
handsome apartment, panelled with oak, the windows of which command a beautiful 
western view. Adjoining to this are two small sitting rooms. 

On the left hand of the Hall an Ante-room leads to the Dining-room, a spa- 
cious apartment, now converted into a nursery, and also to a handsome room built 
by Mr. Roscoe, for the reception of his valuable Library, but now used as a Dining- 
room. The Library occupied five recesses extending along both sides of the room, 
and had been selected with great care by its possessor, and more especially with a 
view to that department of Literature to which he had chiefly devoted himself. In 
the same room was also contained a valuable Collection of Prints, and of Drawings, 
by celebrated artists, which were sold, together with the Library, in the year 1816. 
On that occasion, the printed Books and MSS. produced the sum of 6,160/, the 
Prints 1,880/., and the drawings 738/. Several friends of Mr. Roscoe became the 
purchasers of a portion of the Library, which related more particularly to Italian 
Literature, with the view of presenting the volumes to their former possessor ; but 
on bis declining to accept them, they were deposited at the Athens-urn, in Liver- 
pool, where they are preserved in separate cases. 

While the residence of Mr. Roscoe, most of the apartments were adorned with 
a curious and interesting Collection of Pictures, which had been made by him, for 
the purpose of illustrating the rise and progress of the art of painting. Over the 
mantle-piece in the Library hung a magnificent picture of Leo X., now in the pos- 
session of Mr. Coke, of Ilolkharo, who also became the purchaser of a singularly- 
fine picture of our Saviour, by Leonardo da Vinci. Many of the pictures were 
disposed upon the Staircase, and in the Gallery, which extends along the greater 
part of the front, and terminates at the western end with a Drawing-room, used for 
many years as a Library by Mr. Roscoe. In this room he composed his History of 
the Life and Pontificate of Leo X. In the Gallery, fronting the Staircase, still 
remains a pleasing antique marble statue, supposed to represent Innocence. The 
Bed-rooms and offices arc spacious and convenient. 

Allerton Hall was formerly the property of the ancient family of Lathom of 

Parbold, afterwards of the Pcrcivals, one of whom was latterly an Alderman of 

Liverpool, and was purchased, together with much other land in the Parish of 

Childwall, by James Hardman, Esq. of Rochdale, and his brother, Mr. John 

Hardman, two opulent merchants in the early part of the last century. Mr. Roscoe 

became the possessor in the year 1799, and continued to reside here until 1816. 

since which time the estate has been purchased by James Willasey, Esq., formerly 

of Barton Lodge, near Preston. 

Allerton Hall U about five miles distant from Liverpool, sod between one sod two miles from the village* 
of Canton and Woolton. Spelw Hall, an ancient edi6ce of the Notria family, but now belonging to Richard 
Wait, £aq„ is distant shoot two mile*. 
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THE SKAT OF 

JOHN BLACKBURN E, ESQ. F.R.S. 



This Mansion, which is situated on the east of Spekc, the very ancient Seat for- 
merly belonging to the family of Norm, and at the southern extremity, of the 
county, is also very peculiar in its architecture. Our View represents the North 
Front, constructed of red brick, with quoins and mullions to the windows, of stone ; 
the cast end of which is nearly covered with ivy, and, near the centre, is a porch 
of stone lately erected. Upon an embattled tower, at the base of which is an Arch, 
probably the original entrance, but now closed up, is a very large ornamental 
tablet, sculptured with two oval shields, each bearing the Arms of Ireland, viz. six 
fltur de lit, and united by clasped hands, surmounted by the crest of a dove, with 
an olive branch in its beat, and the following inscription :— 

" BUILT BY SIR GILBERT IRELAND, KT., AND 
DAME MARO 1 . HIS WIFE, A 8 . D". 1674." 

The South Front of this Seat has been entirely erected by the present possessor 
under the direction of Mr. Nash, who has judiciously adopted a corresponding 
style of architecture, and similar materials in its construction. A large tablet, 
upon this front, bears the Arms of Blackburne, viz. a fess nebule between three 
mullets, together with eight quartering*, and is thus inscribed :— 

" THESE THREE ROOMS AND TOWER WERE ADDBD BY JOHN BLACKBURNE, ESQ.. 
IN THE CHARACTER OP BUILDING OP THE NORTH FRONT, A. D. 1800. 

The principal apartment on the South side is the Museum, 44 feet by 24, con- 
taining Cabinets of Ornithology, Shells, Minerals, and Medals. The Drawing- 
room and Dining-room are each 3(1 feet by 22. On the North is the old Hall, the 
ceiling of which has been raised, and the space above the ancient panelling filled 
with the principal heraldic quarterings of the family, which illustrate their alliances 
in blood, chiefly in Lancashire, and in the neighbouring county of Chester, vix. 1. 
Blackburne ; 2. N orris ; 3. Lever ; 4. Ashton ; 6. Green ; (I. A spinal I ; 7. Ireland : 
H. Uutt; 0. Hesketh; 10. Holland; 11. Collumbers ; 12. Walton ; 13. Mereton; 
U.Bevington; 16. Hanford; 10. Prayers; 17. Birkenhead; 18. Huxley; 19. Done; 
20. Kingsley ; 21. Stretch. 

The South Front commands a very fine view of the Mersey, with the oppo- 
site const of Cheshire, the high grounds of which are backed by the mountains of 
North Wales. The river here swells into a broad estuary nearly four miles across, 
and, below Liverpool, unites with the sea. The Lord of the Manor of Hale is 
entitled to a customary duty upon all vessels casting anchor upon the northern 
shore within this district, and to a tithe of the fish caught on the coast. 

The estate, at the Conquest, belonged to Gilbert de Walton, Lord of Hale and 
Hole wood, from whom it passed to the family of Columbera, and afterwards to the 
Hollands, which family terminated in a daughter and co-heiress, Avena, who mar- 
ried Adam de Ireland, of Hutt, who was living in 1316, from which period, the 
lordships of Hutt and Hale have continued in the same family. Sir Gilbert 
Ireland, the founder of this Mansion, married Margaret, the sole heiress of Sir 
Thomas Ireland, of Bewsey, near Warrington. Sir Gilbert died in 1076, est. 60, 
without issue, after which the estate went to the family of Aspinall, the heiress 
of which married Isaac Green, Esq., of Child wall, who died in 1749, when this 
mansion came into the possession of Thomas Blackburne, Esq., of Orford, who 
married his eldest surviving daughter and co-heiress, Ireland Green; he died in 
17CH, when it descended to John Blackburne, Esq., its present owner, who also 
possesses another seat at Orford, near Warrington, together with considerable 
estates in the county. He represented the palatinate in parliament from 17K4 to 
1830, and his attention to the interests of his constituents caused them to place his 
portrait in the Sessions Hall of Lancaster Castle, as a testimony of their high sense 
of his unwearied exertions. 
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THE SEAT OF 

JOHN DALTON, ESQ. 



Thurnham Hall, the seat and inheritance of the Daltons, ia two miles from 
Ash ton Hall, the residence of the Duke of Hamilton, five miles south-west from 
Lancaster, and about seven from Gars tang. The Mansion, which stands on an 
eminence, commanding a prospect of a most fertile and abundant district, is nearly 
coeval with the possession of the estate by the family, which was as early as the 
reign of Queen Mary. Our view, taken from a sketch by Captain Edward Jones, 
to whom we are under many obligations, represents the front, where modern inno- 
vation has demolished the projecting bays of the Old Hall, and deprived the win- 
dows of their mullions ; originally it presented a fair specimen of the Hall-house, 
in the days of Elizabeth; but has since undergone several alterations; the present 
front, built of free-stone, was completed in in 1823. The Hall in the centre of the 
house is thirty-nine feet by twenty-four ; the Dining-room, on the right of the 
Hall, twenty-four feet by twenty-seven; and the Library, on the left of the Hal), 
is twenty-four feet by sixteen ; an old oak Staircase leads to the Drawing-room, 
which is over the Hall, and is of the same dimension. Part of the Manor enjoys 
the feudal privilege of free-warren. The ruin of Cockersand Abbey, one of the 
principal antiquities of the county, is situated upon the estate, about two miles 
from the Hall. It was founded for Cluniac Monks of the Premonstratensian 
Order, in the reign of Richard I. by Theobald Walter, Lord of Amounderness, 
and brother of Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, whose descendants were the 
Butlers, Earls of Ormonde, the Butters of Rawclifle, &c. The founder of this 
Abbey granted all the pasture grounds in Pilling as perpetual alms to his Monas- 
tery, which was dedicated to Saint Mary, and was subordinate to the Abbey of 
Leicester. It derived its name from its site upon a neck of land which projects 
into the sea, adjoining to the sands of the Cocker, between the mouth of that 
river, and the Loyne, or Lune. The original endowment of the Abbey was con- 
firmed by King John, and afterwards by Richard II., and amongst the principal 
benefactors were the old Barons of Kendal. There is a remarkable circumstance 
attending the dissolution of this Abbey, for it appears, that within three years of 
that event, it was actually restored to its ancient privileges by a grant from King 
Henry VIII. The building formerly occupied above an acre of ground, and 
was fortified from the encroachment* of the sea by a rock of reddish stone, upon 
which it was erected. Very little architecture now remains to attest its former 
grandeur, except the Chapter House, in which several members of the Dalton 
family have been interred : this portion of the Abbey is octangular, having a 
single pillar in the centre, to support its groined roof; it stands in a commanding 
situation, with a tine view over the sands towards the Irish sea. 

The Daltons are paternally descended from the family of Hoghton, long seated at Hoghton Tower 
in this county. Richard Hoghton, Esq. of I'ark Hall, their direct ancestor, being the third son of 
Sir Richard Hoghton, Knt. of Hoghton Tower, Knight of the Shire for the county of Lancaster, in 
IMT, 1st of Edward VI., descended from Adam de Hogbton, temp. Henry II. The family derive 
their maternal descent and name from Sir Robert de Daiton, Knt who lived in the time of Edward 
HI. and was the father of Sir John Dalton, Knt, who died in 1*09, seized of the Manors of Ryspham, 
Dalton Hall, and other lands ia this County, ride Tourer RaUt. From him in a direct line came 
Robert Dalton, Esq. of Byspham and Pilling, who purchased the manor and estate of Thurnham in 
the year 1530. At his death in 1580, without issue, he was succeeded by his nephew Robert, the son 
of his younger brother, Thomas Dalton Esq. and Anne, the daughter of Sir Richard Molyneux, Knt, 
of Sephton. Robert Dalton, Esq. died in 1630, and was succeeded by his only son Thomas, who dis- 
tinguished himself in the cause of Royalty, having raised a regiment of horse at his own expense, to 
support his sovereign, Charles I. He was desperately wounded at the second battle of Newbury, in 
1043, of which he soon afterwards died, and was succeeded In his estate at Thurnham Hall by his 
son Robert, who made some additions to the Mansion, and married Elizabeth, the daughter and 
heiress of Thomas Horner, Esq. of Middleham in Yorkshire, by whom he had issue two daughters, 
co-heireaseB : Dorothy, the youngest, inherited the Manors of Caton and Aldcliffe, in Lancashire, 
part of her father's property; and Elizabeth, the eldest, married William Hoghton Esq. of Park Hall, 
in this county. The estates of Thurnham Hall, Cockersand Bulk, and lands in the Fryerage, at 
Lancaster, were limited upon her anil her issue, in consequence of which her eldest son John, who 
aaccecded to this estate in 1710, assumed the name and arms of Dalton ; be married Frances, the 
d iu|ihterof Sir Piers Mostyn, Bart, aad had issue Robert Dalton, Esq. the father of the present 
proprietor of Thurnham, Ate. 
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THS SEAT OF THB 

MARQUESS OF SALISBURY. 



Child wall is about four miles south-east from Liverpool, most delightfully 
situated, where the distant country breaks upon the view at every turn of the 
road. The mansion, which is a castellated edifice, after a design by John Nash, 
Esq. was built by the present possessor, and contains a suite of apartments both 
commodious and elegant. The building is entirely constructed with freestone, 
of a reddish colour, and is entered by a handsome porch on the west front ; the 
whole is embattled. The porch opens upon a hall, not large, but corresponding 
in style with the architectural character of the exterior, the chimney-piece being 
adorned with the arms and quartcrings of the family of Gascoyne. On the left 
of the hall is the principal staircase. 

The Library, Dining-room, Drawing-room, and Study, are upon the South 
and East fronts, which are represented in the view taken from the lawn. In 
the latter room is a small winding staircase, leading to the top of the turret, 
from whence is a particularly fine and extensive view all around. At every 
point, some interesting object meets the eye. On the north-west the prospect 
extends as far as Aughton Hills, near Ormskirk. On the north is seen the 
noble woods of Knowsley Park, the spires of Huyton and Prescot churches, and 
the fine old brick mansion at Roby, while on the south-east flows the broad 
channel of the Mersey, from Runcorn to Liverpool, bounded by the more distant 
eminences of Cheshire on the opposite coast. 

Childwall was the property of noble and distinguished families from a very 
early period of English history. William Ferrers, Earl of Derby, married 
Agnes, the daughter of Randle, Earl of Chester ; after whose death he had 
livery of all Earl Randle' s lands, between the rivers RibWe and Mersey, together 
with the Castle and Manor of West Derby. 

Sir Robert Holland, Knt. obtained Childwall in 1308, the 32hd year of 
Edward the First's reign. Henry, Duke of Lancaster, died in 1361, in posses- 
sion of this estate, soon after which the property was transferred to Robert de 
Lathom, and after his death was granted to Sir John Stanley, K.G. together with 
the Manors of Lathom, Knowsley, Roby, and Aulasaigh in 1407* More recently, 
Childwall was the property of the family of Le Grey, from whom it was pur- 
chased by Isaac Green, Esq. of Liverpool, who afterwards married Mary, the 
daughter and heiress of Aspinall, Esq. with whom he obtained the Lord- 
ship and Scat at Hale. He died in 1740, and left two daughters, co-heiresses, 
one of whom, Ireland Green, married Thomas Blackbume, Esq. of Orford, and 
Mary married Bamber Gascoyne, Esq. of Barking, in Essex, M.P. for Liverpool, 
the only son of Sir Crisp Gascoyne, Knt. who died in 176), and was maternally 
descended from John Bamber, M.D. a celebrated physician. Bamber Gascoyne, 
Esq. died in 1791, when he was succeeded in his estates, at Havering, Hford,&c 
in Essex, together with Childwall and others in Lancashire, by his eldest son, 
the late proprietor, whose daughter and heiress is married to the Marquess 
of Salisbury. 
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THK SKAT OR 

CHARLES BLUNDELL, ESQ. 



Ihcb, long the residence of the family of Blundell, from which it derives the 
name of Ince Blundell, is situated nine miles from Liverpool, and. near the 
sea. The House contains a numerous assemblage of paintings and Bculpturc, 
collected by the late possessor, Henry Blundell, Esq. Amongst the latter may 
be remarked a statue, called Theseus ; a group of a Faun and Nymph ; a 
Torso of Venus, from the Besbo rough marbles ; a Genius carrying a wreath 
to the Temple, from the Cawdor collection ; and one of the supports of an 
antique Tripod, lately imported :— all of the best period of Greek sculpture. 

There are also in the collection a Minerva and Diana, both in the Hall. In 
the Vestibule, where the Staircase is, is a sacrificing Priestess, fiom the Egyp- 
tian j an Egyptian figure of red granite. In the Garden is a Consular figure, 
unrestored, and a female figure with a turret on her head. These, with some 
bas-reliefs, the principal of which is in the tympanum of the pediment of the 
Rotunda, and the other in the recess behind the large figure of Jupiter, are 
the finest, and various busts, heads, &c. 

Amongst the pictures are four large landscapes by Wilson, esteemed amongst 
his best works. The finest Italian pictures are the Holy Family, by Andrea 
del Sarto ; a repetition of Paul Veronese's Marriage Feast, by himself ; a View 
of the Colosseum, with other buildings at Rome ; a Holy Family (large) by 
Pinturrichio ; a landscape, of the Caracci school, from the Fisherwick collec- 
tion ; two smaller landscapes, ditto ; four pictures, representing the early 
Fathers of the Church, St. Jerome, St. Gregory, St. Ambrose, and St. Augus- 
tine, by Lan franc. Some fine pieces by Canalettt ; and other views in Italy ; 
a view of the Eruption of Mount Vesuvius in I779> by Volaire ; besides two 
landscapes, by Bloemen ; and a large Flemish picture of Arms, &c. by 
Biltius. 

We are bound to speak in the highest terms of the liberal permission which 
is readily afforded by the proprietor to view this extensive collection of works 
of art. 
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TRE SEAT OF 



THE EARL OF SEFTON. 



The principal and west front of this Mansion, represented in the annexed view, 
was built in 1702, by William Viscount Molyneux, whose arms are over the 
entrance, in the centre, supported by two lions, with the motto Vivere sat vincere. 
Above this, in a large compartment, is a sculptured trophy of banners, with the 
family crest on the keystone. This front is of brick, but all its architectural 
decorations are stone. Before it is a fine terrace, ascended by a double flight of 
steps, from whence is a view towards Knowsley add Pre scot. On the south-east 
is the spire of Prescot church, seen in the engraving. 

The rooms on this front are spacious and lofty, the walls covered with panelled 
wainscot, and the ceilings stucco, enriched in high relief. The south side of the 
House is more ancient; and may be assigned to the period of Elizabeth, and was 
most probably erected by Sir Richard Molyneux, who was knighted by that queen 
in 1606, at the ago of 20, and was afterwards created a Baronet by King James I. 
in 1611, being the second person who received that title. On the east, at the back 
of the present house, was, most likely, tbe ancient front, as the buildings occupy 
three sides of a quadrangle, from whence is an entrance leading to a large stair- 
case, the windows of which are still adorned with stained glass, in eight compart- 
ments :— 1. The royal badge of the Red Rose, within the Garter, crowned. 2. The 

arms of Queen Elizabeth. 3. quartering, argent, between two bendlets sable, 

three torteaux. 4. Tbe armorial coat of ten quarterings of Sir Thomas Gerard, 
Bart, of Bryn, near Wigan. o. Eight quarterings of the Molyneux family, and 
beneath it a badge of the cross moline in a circle, supported by two conies argent. 
6. The arms of Henry VIII. 7. Twelve quarterings of the Howard family, 
surmounted by an Earl's coronet. 8. The coat of Henry Stanley, the fourth Earl 
of Derby, with an escotcheon of pretence for Clifford. Croxteth is pleasantly 
situated "in a Urge park, four miles from Prescot, and about the same distance from 
Liverpool. The park entrance is on the south, near which arc extensive stables, 
and the riding-house. The kitchen-garden and farm are on the north-east of the 
mansion. 

There are few families in the kingdom who can boast more ample claims to 
antiquity than that of Molyneux. William des Molines obtained from Roger de 
Poictiers, who possessed all the lands in this county between the rivers Ribble and 
Mersey, a grant of the manors of Sefton, Thornton, drc, by consent of William the 
Conqueror, whereof he made Sefton his chief seat, tbe site of which ancient mansion 
is now occupied by a farmhouse. It was originally held as a knight's fee by tenure 
of castle guard of the Castle of Lancaster. 

Sir Richard Molyneux, of Sefton, son of Sir Richard Molyneux, who had 
distinguished him Keif at the battle of Agincourt, and was knighted by Henry V., 
was Usher of the Privy Chamber to King Henry VI., who, by patent, dated at 
Brandon, 28th July, 1446, granted to this family and their heirs, the Chief Forest- 
ership of the Royal Parks and Forest in West Derbyshire, with the offices of 
Steward of that and of Staffordshire, together with the Constableship of Liverpool 
Castle, which grant was confirmed in 1450. Thus the Forest of Simmons Wood, 
and the two Royal Parks of Croxteth and Toxteth came into their possession, with 
whom they have remained to the present time ; the latter is now divided into 
' numerous allotments. 

Through a long line of illustrious ancestors, many of whose names stand 
prominent on the page of British history, these honours and estates have descended 
to William- Philip, the tenth Viscount Molynenx, and present Earl of Sefton ; who 
has also recently been further enobled, by being advanced to the dignity of a peer 
of Great Britain. 

3-b4 



Digitized by Google 





a 




r t< o t :e t ;ei :ei a :o .t. , 

I.AS "AiJHiHt 



1.1 it » "' tVh^^i If '\< iii,ilir» irr l.ind i 



Digitized by Google 



f^catou ftoufit, UantM Uvc; 



THB SKAT OF 

THE EARL OF WILTON, &c. 



The late Earl of Wihon erected this Mansion after the design and under the direction of 
Samuel Wyatt, Esq. and made it his chief country residence. It stands about four miles 
from Manchester, on the road to Bury, in a commanding situation, with extensive pros- 
pects on the east and west. 

The annexed View represents the South Front, which consists of a centre and two 
wings connected by a corridor; the main building projects in a semi-circular form, the 
frieze of which is supported by four three-quarter columns of the Ionic order, and is 
crowned by a dome; the wings are octangular. Immediately in front are two pedestals 
bearing cumbent lions, and before it spreads a beautiful lawn, adomed with beds of 
flowers and shrubs. 

On the North Front the architectural decoration is of a bolder character, the pediment, 
which is plain, is supported by four noble columns of the Composite order; the whole 
contains one principal, and one upper story, and is entirely built with fine freestone. 
Upon the North Front very great improvements have lately been made, by levelling an 
eminence, so as to afford a more extended view of the pleasure grounds from the windows. 

The Park is about 6»e miles in circumference, enclosed with a wall, and is adorned 
with abundance of fine old timber trees and plantations. On a high spot of ground is a 
circular Temple, from whence are views over an immense tract of country, bounded by 
the hills of Yorkshire, Cheshire, Derbyshire, and Staffordshire. 

Heaton is in the hundred of Salford, and is included in the parish of Prcstwich, which 
embraces an area of about fifteen miles in length by three in breadth. It was formerly 
the property and residence of the Hollands, a family, for antiquity and extraction, inferior 
to few in the kingdom, and who held considerable possessions in the counties of Lancaster, 
Northampton, and Leicester. This estate descended to the family of Eaerton, in the 
reign of Queen Anne, by the marriage of Elizabeth, the daughter of William Holland, 
Esq. and the sister and sole heiress of Edward Holland, Esq. of Heaton and Denton, 
both in this county, with Sir John Egcrton, Bart, the eldest son of Sir Rowland Egerton, 
Bart, and Bridget, the sister and sole heiress of Thomas Grey, the unfortunate and last 
Lord Grey de Wilton of that surname; who having been engaged in what is called 
Sir Walter Raleigh's plot, died in the Tower of London, in 1614. After which,' that noble- 
man's estates in Buckinghamshire were granted to George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham. 

Sir John Egcrton, Bart, died in 1729, and was succeeded by his eldest son Sir Holland 
Egerton, the third Bart, of this family, and the twenty-first male heir in a lineal descent 
from David, Baron of Malpas, in the time of King Edward I., who held his title under 
the Earl of Chester, and sat in the Parliament of that Palatinate. He being possessed 
of the Manor of Egerton, near Malpas, in Cheshire, took the name of Egerton from the place 
of his residence, according to the custom of that age, and transmitted it to his posterity. 

Upon the death of Sir Holland Egcrton, Bart, at this seat, on the '25th of April, 1730, 
he was succeeded by his son Edward, who dying in 1744 unmarried, the title and estate 
descended to his brother Sir Thomas Grey Egerton, Bart, who died in 1756, and was 
succeeded by his only son Sir Thomas Egcrton, Bart, who represented this county in 
three Parliaments, and ultimately succeeded in obtaining the object of ambition to which 
his ancestors had aspired for nearly two centuries, and to which they had always consi- 
dered themselves heirs, viz. the ancient Barony of Grey de Wilton. Sir Thomas Grey 
was created Lord Grey de Wilton, 15th May, 1784, and on June 26th, 1801, was 
advanced to the titles of Viscount and Earl of Wilton, of Wilton Castle, in Herefordshire, 
by patent, with remainder to the second and other sons successively, of his Lordship's 
only child Eleanor, the present Countess of Grosvenor. 

The Earl of Wilton died at this seat, 23d September, 1814, at the age of sixty-five, 
when the title and large estates devolved to trie present nobleman, the second son of 
Earl Grosvenor, and next brother to the Lord Belgrave, who, November 2 1 , 1 82 1 , assumed 
the name and arms of Egerton, Argent, a lion rampant gules, between three pheons 
table, quartering that of Grey de Wilton, Barry of six, argent and azure, in chief a 
label of five points gules. 



THE SKAT OV 

CHARLES STANDISH, ESQ. 



Standish Hall is an irregular brick building, of which the part selected for 
the subject of the annexed engraving comprehends the most interesting features, 
shewing the principal front, the domestic offices, and the private chapel, which 
was an invariable appendage to the mansions of ancient date. The interior of 
the house is divided into many commodious appartments. The situation of 
Standish Hall is about six miles south of Chorley, and three from Wigan, in a 
township of the same name j the Lancashire canal winds its course along one 
wide of the estate. 

The ancient and respectable family of Standish have been located at this 
spot from a period soon after the Conquest ; and several members of it have at 
different times taken a conspicuous part in passing events. Lingard, one of the 
most eminent of our modern historians, upon the authority of Holinshed, records 
a valorous deed performed by John Standish, in the reign of Richard II. It 
appears that John Standish was an attendant upon the youthful monarch at his 
interview with Wat Tyler, in Smithfield, and was the individual who inflicted 
the mortal wound upon the person of the demagogue after he had been stunned 
by William Walworth, Mayor of London. Upon the disposition of rewards 
made upon this occasion, John Standish was honoured with the order of knight- 
hood. At a subsequent period, Sir Ralph Standish, belonging to this family, 
commanded an army in France, in the reign of Henry V.; also during the Pro- 
tectorate of John Duke of Bedford, and rendered important services to his 
country. A relation of this Sir Ralph Standish was knighted for his valiant 
behaviour at the battle of Hopton-ncld, in Scotland, in 1482. Other members 
of this ancient family have distinguished themselves in a civil capacity. Henry 
Standish, Bishop of St. Asaph, went out in company with Sir John Baker, upon 
an especial embassy to Denmark, in 1536 ; and was also one of the committee 
of bishops who assisted Catherine of Arragon, the first queen of Henry VIII., 
in her suit concerning the divorce. 

This estate passed, by the marriage of Cecilia, heiress of Ralph Standish, Esq. 
to William Townley, Esq., of Townlcy-hall. Two sons and a daughter were 
the issue of this alliance. The sons, Charles and Edward, died without chil- 
dren, and in consequence the property went to the issue of the daughter, 
Cecilia, who had married Charles Strickland, Esq., of Sizergh Castie, in the 
county of Westmoreland. Their son, Thomas Strickland, of Sizergh, took the 
name of Standish, and possessed the two estates jointly ; but upon his death 
the Standish property was inherited by his eldest son, Charles Standish, Esq., 
the present owner; and Sizergh castle, by Thomas Strickland, Esq., the 
second son. 

The parish church of Standish is a handsome structure, the steeple of which 
was erected in 1584, by Richard Moodic, the first protestant rector. There is 
a statue of this pious divine, habited as a Franciscan friar, to which order he 
belonged before his conversion to the protestant faith, with an inscription 
declarative of his munificence in repairing the church. It contains several 
monuments of the family of the lords of the manor, in whose gift is the living, 
which is very valuable. The township of Standish with Langtree contains 
about 400 houses, and 3000 inhabitants. 

Dr. Leigh, in his researches into the antiquities and curiosities of this county 
palatine, has described a small signet which was found near Standish, in a 
copper urccolus ; and here have also been discovered several Roman coins, and 
two gold rbgs of Roman knights. 
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TUB SEAT OF THE 
THE RIGHT HONORABLE EDWARD SMITH STANLEY, 

EARL OF DERBY, &c. 



Knowsley is in the hundred of West Derby, from whence, and not from the town 
of Derby, as generally supposed, some authorities state that its noble possessor 
derives his principal title. The Mansion is situated about half a mile north of the 
town of Prescot, at the distance of eight miles from Liverpool. It stands in an 
elevated part of the Park, and forms a conspicuous object from a considerable 
distance on the West; upon the other sides, it is environed by thick woods, and 
the building has evidently been erected at different periods. 

The Estate, together with that of Lathom, already noticed in this work, came 
into the possession of the present Noble Family upon the marriage of Sir John 
Stanley, K.O., with Isabel, the daughter and heiress of Sir Thomas Lathom, Knt., 
in the reign of Richard the Second. 

The original Mansion at Knowsley, it appears, was very much enlarged by the 
first Earl of Derby, for the reception of his son-in-law, King Henry VII., in 
whose service the Earl hud so greatly distinguished himself, particularly on the 
day of the battle of Bosworth Field, where. King Richard the Third being slain, 
he placed the crown on the Earl of Richmond's head, and proclaimed him King, by 
the name of King Henry VII. His Lordship afterwards filled the office of Lord 
High Steward at his coronation. 

The preparations made for the Royal visit were upon so grand a scale, both at 
Knowsley and the roads leading to it, that the first Earl, in some accounts, is said 
to have then rebuilt the Mansion, which is represented to have been constructed 
entirely of stone, and graced by two massive round Towers. Subsequent altera- 
tions by succeeding Earls of Derby had reduced the ancient building to a small 
art of its original dimensions, which last remaining portion has lately been pulled 
own, and rebuilt in the style of the old Baronial Mansion, under the direction of 
Mr. Foster, of Liverpool. It is wholly of dark freestone, and is embattled ; the 
basement is partly appropriated to the household, but the principal apartment is a 
spacious and handsome Dining-room, very much admirea. Over an entrance on 
the South side, the architect has judiciously inserted a fragment of the old edifice, 
which is sculptured with two of the family badges : The eagle's leg erased, 
derived from the Lathoms, and the three legs conjoined, armed and spurred, the 
well-known ensign of the Lords of Man, over which Island the family of Stanley, 
from the time of Henry IV. to the reign of George II., held absolute jurisdiction, 
under the Crown, by the service of presenting two Falcons to the King on his 
Coronation Day. 

The most considerable part, of what is now standing, of Knowsley House, was 
erected by James, the tenth Earl of Derby, who lived in the reigns of King Wil- 
liam, Queen Anne, and George the First and Second. The West Front is a vast 
range of building regularly disposed in three divisions of equal height, with the 
principal entrance in the centre, and the whole surmounted by balustrades and 
scroll ornameuts; the edifice is constructed of red brick, with stone quoins and 
dressings to the numerous windows. Our view of this Front is taken from the 
opposite side of the Ha! Hal fence which bounds the lawn. On the South is 
seen the new building, projecting at a right angle upon the West Front. On the 
North side are the Stables and Coach Houses, but concealed in the view by the 
dark foliage of the Wood. 

The House is extensive, bnt very irregular in its plan; a domestic Chapel occu- 
pies a part of the East Front, and on the South is a corridor of the Ionic order, 
surmounted by the Arms and Supporters of the tenth Earl, with an Inscription, 
indicative of royal ingratitude. 
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Orer the centre window, on this Front, is a brans tablet in relief, of Adam and 
Eve driven out of Paradise. A view of this side of the building is shewn in our 
second Plate, before it is a fine piece of water, and in the Park opposite is the 
group of Hercules and Antreus upon a pedestal. The interior of the Mansion 
contains a great many splendid apartments of large dimensions, adorned with a 
curious collection of Family Portraits, and many vory fine Paintings by the old 
masters ; the latter were chiefly collected by James, the tenth Earl ; twenty-two 
of them were etched by Hamlet Winstanlcy, a pupil of Kneller, and native of 
Warrington, and are published under the title of "The Knowiley Gallery." The 
Park, the largest in the county, is nearly six miles in circumference. It is pleas- 
ingly varied in its surface, and adorned with a profusion of fine old timber, and 
numerous plantations; nor is water, so great an addition to the scene, wanting. 
In the centre is a lake half a mile in length. The eminences and high ground 
command beautiful prospects of the country, particularly towards the sea, where 
tbe view is more open. 

The Family of Stanley, for a very long period, have possessed considerable 
influence in the North of England ; they derive their origin from the Baronial 
House of Audley, whose Arms are Gnles, a Fret Or. Adam de Audley, a second 
son, bore the Arms of his father, with a label of three points Azure, and was 
father of William Audley, Esq. of Stanley, in Staffordshire, whose great-grand- 
son, Sir William Stanley, Kt., married the daughter and heiress of Sir Philip de 
Bamville, Kt., and became possessed, by his marriage, of Wirral Forest, in Che- 
shire ; in allusion to which, he assumed for his armorial distinction, Argent, on a 
bend azure, three Bttckt' heads eabotted Or, instead of the Coat borne by his ances- 
tors, with the motto, •* Sans Changer," which has been continued ever since by the 
Noble Family. 

Etsl of ttr prinnpal pirtum at Bnotoslrj. 



A Holy Family— Titian. 

Belthaxaar's heart — Rembrandt. 

The Roman Soolhauyrr — Solrator Rom. 

Hunditti among*t the Rocks — Ditto. 

Hagar sod Ishmael with the Angel — Ditto. 

The Angel driving Adam and Eve from Para- 

di»e — Denii Calvert. 
A Wild Boar Hunt-RmVas and Snyder*. 
Tbe Feast In a Gallery, and the Wife of Pilate 

interceding in behalf of Jesus Christ-Pan; 



Christ delivering the Keys to 8t Peter— Foa- 

dytk. 

The Descent from the Cross — \andvik 
The Love of tbe Arts, represented by Cupid con- 
templating rich Armour, Musical loslrurmnts, 
Pictures, and pieces of Sculpture. 

A rrry fim panting. Bad to bt tke joint produc- 
tion of r'andyck and Snydert. 
St. Batth.-lume » - A>sWrff«. 

Nicodemus communing with Christ _ 7W 
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CTtit prinripal iFamils 



Thomas Lord Stanley, K G., afterwards First 
Earl of Derby, ob. 1504. 

Margaret Countess of Richmond, the daughter 
of John Beaufort Duke of Somerset, firat mar- 
ried to Kdround Earl of Richmond, afterward* 
to Thomas Earl of Derby. By the former 
Husband, she was raothtr of Henry VII., she 
died, 1500. 

George Lord Strange, K.O., eldest son of the 
first Earl of Derby, who married the heiress 
of John Lord Strange of Knockyn. He was 
one of the principal Commanders in the King'* 
Army at the Battle of Stoke, In 1487. Ob. 
1407. 

Thomas, second Esrl of Derby, this noblcmun 
nan present at the celebrated Battle of the 
Spurs in 1513. Ob. 1521. 

Edward, third Earl of Derby, K.G., ob. 1574— 
Il.tMn. , 

Henry, fourth Earl of Derby, K.O., ob. ISM. 
His Countess was Margaret, only child of 
Henry Clifford Earl of Cumberland, and Alia- 
uor, tbe daughter and heiress of Charles Bran- 
don, Duke of Suffolk, by Mary, the youngest 
daughter of King Henry VI I. 

Ferdinando, afth Earl of Derby. His near alii- 
sure to the crown eiposod him to much danger 



and intrigue, aad he is supposed to hare died 
by poison in 1504. 

William, sixth Earl of Derby, K. G., Chamber- 
lain of Chester, ttc^ ob. 1642. 

.1 ami's, seventh Earl of Derby, K.G-, a Noble- 
man distinguished for his loyalty and heroism; 
as a proof of his extraordinary influence in 
this county, it is stated that in 1642, no less 
than 90,000 men flocked to his stnnrlard. 
His spirited reply to Ireton. who made him 
liberal offers to deliver up the Isle of Man to 
him, is noticed by Lord Orford as a perfect 
model of brave natural eloquence. He was 
beheaded at Bolton in 1GSI — Vandyck. 

Charlotte, Countess of Derby, wife of tbe pre- 
ceding Nobleman, who is famed for her gal- 
lant defence of Latbom House in 1644 ; she 
survived the Restoration, and died in 166S — 
Vandyck. 

Charles, eighth Earl of Derby, Lord Lieute- 
nant of Lancashire and Cheshire In tbe reign of 
Charles II. Ob. 107*— Uly. 

James, tenth Earl of Derby, in bis robes. Ob. 
17J0— //. WiutanUy. 

James Lord Stanley, called Lord Strange, father 
of the present Earl or Derby. Ob. 1771— 
WauUmUy. 
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THE SEAT OF 

LORD SKELMERSDALE. 



The situation of Lathora House is that of the ancient castellated Mansion, celebrated in 
history for the remarkable siege it withstood during fifteen months, in the time of the 
civil wars, in consequence of the heroic defence maintained by the Countess of Derby 
during the absence of the Earl in the Isle of Man. It stands in the centre of a pleasant 
and well-wooded Park, about three miles from Ormskirk, and eleven from Wigan. After 
the demolition of the old House, which had been a residence of the family of Stanley 
from the time of Henry IV. a new building was commenced by William, ninth Earl of 
Derby, who did not live to complete his intentions. At his death, in 1702, the estate 
became the property of Henrietta, his daughter and co-heiress, who sold it to Henry Fur- 
ness, Esq. from whom the whole was purchased, in 1724, by Sir Thomas Boo tie, of Mel- 
ling in this county, and from him a has descended to the present proprietor, whose father 
mairied the niece of Sir Thomas. 

The noble Mansion, of which we have given views of each front, was erected about 
1725, by Sir Thomas Bootle, who employed in its construction and embellishment an 
Italian architect, Giacomo Leoni, whose skill in the distribution and ornament of the 
various apartments, is much to be admired. The plan is that of a grand central building, 
one hundred and fifty-six feet by seventy-five, with two wings, each one hundred feet by 
fifty, projecting at right angles on the north or principal front, and united to the main 
edifice by a curved Ionic colonnade, and at their extreme point by means of a low parapet 
wall, divided by piers at regular distances, enclosing a court or lawn, diversified with beds 
of flowers, which wall, and carriage entrance, through iron palisades, is a judicious and 
recent alteration from the original design. The whole length of the principal front, includ- 
ing the wings, is three hundred and twenty feet. The elevation is bold, and extremely 
correct in its proportions; but in a Mansion of such noble dimensions, more of ornament 
in the decoration would certainly have improved the effect. The north front, when seen 
in perspective from beneath the colonnade, exhibits all the boldness of its architectural 
character, but iu beautiful symmetry is seen to greater advantage from a little distance. 
The point chosen for drawing is nearly opposite the end of the east wing. The whole of 
the west wing, of which the front next the court is seen, is appropriated to stabling, with 
the appendages concealed from view by the rich foliage which environs them. 

The Central Building, containing the principal apartments, consists of a rustic base- 
ment, having a noble ascent of a double flight of steps to the grand Hall ; the other rooms 
occupy a principal and upper story. The centre compartment, in which is the entrance, 
projects about three feet, and is surmounted by a plain pediment ; a bold cornice is con- 
tinued round the whole, above which is no attic. The windows, nine on each story, have 
their appropriate architectural decorations, and the wings correspond with each other and 
with the body of the Mansion. The whole is built with a fine clear coloured stone. 

The south, or Garden Front, is simple in its architecture, but of elegant proportion, 
containing thirteen windows on each story. The only entrance on this front is in the 
centre of the basement; but on the cast end is a temporary convenient fl i|f hi of steps 
leading from the principal story to the lawn beneath, this is concealed in our View by the 
flowering-shrubs in the garden. At a short distance from this point on the east, is a large 
and handsome Conservatory, stored with a profusion of exotic plants. It is sixty feet 
long by twenty in width, and is composed of a continued series of Doric pilasters and 
entablature. 

Ground plans and elevations of this Mansion are inserted in the " Vitruvius Britan- 
ntcus," published about the period of its erection by Colin Campbell. A few alterations 
appear to have been since made from the original designs of Leoni, which arc chiefly to be 
observed in the Dining-room and Library, both of which have been enlarged ; the latter is 
now fifty feet in length, and twenty-two wide : two rooms were thrown into one hy the present 
owner, and the division of the apartments is marked by two scagliola columns which sup- 
port their entablature; the Ceilings are all entitled to notice, from the boldness of the 
ornamcutal decoration. 
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Two principal Staircases communicate with the rooms on the east and west of the grand 
Hall, rhis magnificent apartment is forty feet square, and thirty feet high. In each 
angle, and at equal distances on the sides, are Corinthian columns, three-quarter size, in 
all twelve in number, with their appropriate frieze ; the intermediate compartments are 
adorned with busts, and paintings in chiaro-obscuro on the walls, chiefly allegorical sub- 
jects by the hand of Goupy. In this Hall stands a Leltern, or Reading Desk, represent- 
ing an Eagle with expanded wings, which was probably part of the furniture of tlic ancient 
domestic chapel. 

Hie Dining-room is hung with portraits of the distinguished persons in the time of 
George II. viz. of his Royal Highness Frederick Prince of Wales, to whom Sir Thomas 
Bootle, the founder of the' Mansion, was Chancellor. William Pulteney, Earl of Bath ; 
Charles, called the Proud, Duke of Somerset, and his second Duchess, with their two 
daughters, one afterwards Marchioness of Granby, the other Countess of Aylesford ; Sir 
Thomas Rootle, in his Chancellor's robes; KingGeorge II. and a head of George III. 
when young, painted in proEIc by Allan Ramsay, from which there is an engraving by 
Woollett; there is also in this apartment a portrait of James Earl of Derby, who was be- 
headed at Bolton for his loyalty to his sovereign, and an interesting head of his wife, 
Charlotte de la Tremouille, the celebrated Countess of Derby, who defended Lathom 
House in 1644, and the Isle of Man in 1651. After the submission of the latter place to 
the Parliament, this heroine was detained in prison with her young children in poverty, 
till the Restoration : she died in 1663. It may be remarked, that so far from being the 
bigoted Roman Catholic she is represented in a late popular and amusing Novel, 
" Peveril of the Peak," she was actually a Protestant, and was dead before the period to 
which the narration is confined in that work. 

The Saloon, forty feet by twenty-four, and twenty-four feet high, is preserved in 
its original state; it is richly gilt and adorned with whole-length portraits byVandyck, 
Lcly, and other masters, amongst which are those of Richard Wilbraham, Esq. and of 
Mary, daughter of Edward Bootle, Esq. the father and mother of the present possessor of 
the Mansion, by Romney. The Apartments on the principal story arc twelve in number, 
the windows of which command beautiful views of the Park and the country beyond. 

The Park is nearly four miles in circumference, finely wooded, and well stocked with 
deer. On the north are seen the course of the river Kibble to the sea, and town of Preston, 
with the mountains that divide Yorkshire from this County, and those of Cumberland 
and Westmorland. On the south-east, upon an eminence, is Ash Hurst beacon, a sea- 
mark used by ships entering Liverpool Harbour. It stands in the neighbouring township 
of Dal ton, about three miles from Lathom, and belongs to Lord Skelmersdale, late 
E. B. Wilbraham, Esq. 

At about a quarter of a mile distant from the House is a Chapel, founded In the fifteenth century, 
and now used by the family. Divine service, is performed there twice on Sunday : the Chaplain is also 
the Almoner to a charitable foundation for twelve poor persons, who have reskteno-s attached to the 
Chapel, and arc maintained at tho expense of the possessor. There is also a Girls' school founded 
a few years ago. 

In the Chapel are some ancient seats, and a screen well carved : the more modern decorations are 
executed in Rood taste, particular!) the small canopies at the east end over the altar. The windows 
are filled with painted glass, chiefly armorial bearings of the family and their alliances, moat of which 
are the performance of Miss VYilbrahara, who has attained great proficiency in an art, which was long 
considered to be involved in obscurity. The execution of the several compartments are brilliant and 
delicate, and very considerably improve the architectural effect of the edifice. 

Buracough Abbey, the ancient bnrial-place of the Stanley family, is about three miles distant. It 
was founded by Robert FiU-Henry, in the reign of Henry II. whose son, Robert, assumed the surname 
of Lathom from this Scat Isabel, the daughter and heir of Sir Thomas Lathom, of Lathom and Knows- 
ley, married Sir John Stanley, K.G. who died in 1414, and was buried in the north aisle of Burseough 
Abbey. At the dissolution, the Abbey was destroyed, and a very small part of the ruins are now to 
be seen. Edward, the third Earl of Derby, then built the Chapel adjoining the Church of Onwskirk, 
in which be was interred with much funeral pomp, in 1*74. He died at Lathom House, the 84th of 
October, in that year. 

Henry VII. visited his fntlier-in-law, the first Earl of Derby, soon after he came to the crown, both 
at this Seat and at Koonsley. With Lathom he was highly delighted, and, it Is said, caused Rich- 
mond Pulace to be erected upon the same plan. 

The Mansion, at the time of the siege, in 1644, was encompassed with a wall six feet to thickness. 
A moat six feet deep, and twenty- four in breadth, surrounded the whole. Nine bastions at comnwdioui 
distances in- Ihe outer wall, each mounted with six lance guns, commanded the approaches in every 
part. In the midst rose the Eagle Tower, or Keep, and a Oate-bouse Hanked by tht strong Tower* 
formed the entrance to the first court. The parliamentary forces that were opposed to it were unable, 
from the frequent sorties that were made, to erect a single battery against it, and, after the siege had 
been raised on Prince Rupert's arrival, other outworks were erected for its better defence. Bnt the 
whole was afterwards surrendered at discretion, in consequence of treachery on the part of oae of the 
Harrison, and the house was ultimately destroyed by the parliament 
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THB SBAT Of 

EDWYN BURNABY, ESQ. 



This Mansion is situated in the lordship of the same name, nine miles east of 
Leicester. The House is of freestone, and is pleasantly situated in grounds 
tastefully laid out and planted : it contains a valuable library of books, collected 
by the late Dr. Burnaby, and some fine pictures, by the old masters. Amongst 
its earliest possessors, Baggrave numbers the religious fraternity of the Knights 
Templars. In later times, the property belonged to the Abbey of St. Mary's, in 
Leicester ; but on the dissolution of religious houses, it fell into lay bands, and 
was purchased in 1660 by the family of Edwyn ; and, by the marriage of Anna, 
only child of John Edwyn, Esq. with the Rev. Andrew Burnaby, Archdeacon of 
Leicester, and Vicar of Greenwich, it descended to the present owner. 

The family of Burnaby originally held considerable possessions at Watford, 
and other places in Northamptonshire. Eustace de Burnaby, Lord of Watford, 
was sheriff for Northamptonshire in the ninth year of Edward I., and repre- 
sented the county in the second parliament held in that reign at York. Sir 
Richard Burnaby sold the Watford property in the reign of James the First, 
and the family removed into Huntingdonshire and Leicestershire, acquiring 
possessions in both counties, which ultimately became vested in the Leicester- 
shire line, of which E. Burnaby, Esq. of Baggrave, is the eldest male branch. 

Numerous antiquities and sepulchral remains have been found on the estate, 
some of which were presented by Dr. Burnaby to the British Museum, and 
others were figured in the Nenia Britannica by the Rev. J. Douglas. 
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TUB SKAT OF 

MARQUESS HASTINGS. 



This elegant residence is situated at a short distance from the town of the same 
name, seven miles from Loughborough, and about eighteen north-west of 
Leicester. The Manor was formerly in the possession of Thomas Plantagenet, 
Earl of Lancaster, Leicester, and Derby. In 1594 it was purchased by George, 
Earl of Huntingdon, who soon after destroyed the castle at this place, and 
erected a handsome mansion, which continued the principal residence of the 
Earls of Huntingdon. In 1789 it was bequeathed by Francis Hastings, Earl of 
Huntingdon, to the Earl of Moira, who erected the present structure of stone, 
from the designs of W. Wilkins, of Cambridge. It stands in a plain formed by 
the union of three delightful valleys, which radiate from the spot in the direction 
of east, south, and south-west. The situation is, notwithstanding, considerably 
above the general level of the country. The style of the exterior, and entrance 
Hall, is castellated architecture, adopted from a plan suggested by his Lordship, 
as best suited to the scenery around. It is a quadrangular edifice, surrounding 
a court-yard : the principal front is to the south, extending about 130 feet. In 
the centre is a lofty pointed arch of entrance, springing from turrets ; the space 
over the arch is occupied by small buttresses terminating in pinnacles, between 
which are lancet windows, and is surmounted by a battlement ; over the door is 
the following inscription : "to thk memory or his unclk, francis, earl of 

HUNTINGDON, FROM WIIOSK AFFECTION HK RECEIVED THE ESTATE, THIS EDIFICE IS 
GRATEFULLY DEDICATED BY FRANCIS RAWDON HASTINGS, MDCCXCIII." The Porch 

opens to the great hall, 24 feet square ; on one side is the Dining-room, 48 feet by 
24 ; and on the other an Ante-chamber, and Drawing-room, 40 by 24. At the west 
end is the Library, 72 fect long by 26 wide, in which is preserved a collection of 
royal and noble Letters, arranged with great care by Mr. Edward Dawson, the 
steward ; on the east side is the great Breakfast-Parlour ; and, extending beyond 
the mansion, is the Family Chape), 58 feet long, by 20 wide, having a high 
pointed roof and mullioned windows ; its walls, supported by buttresses ter- 
minating in pinnacles, produce a beautiful effect, while it serves to conceal the 
offices ; these, however, extend on the north side of the building, on the 
ground floor. The scenery in Donington Park is remarkable for pictu- 
resque beauty, abounding in variegated swells of finest verdure, and adorned 
with a profusion of noble trees, old majestic oaks, and full-spreading hawthorns. 
At the northern extremity of the Park is seen Donington Cliff, verging on the 
river Trent; this eminence is luxuriantly clothed with a fine hanging wood, and 
the river beneath winds its silvery stream through meadows many miles in length. 
The Church of Donington, with its toper spire, also becomes an interesting object 
in the view. 

£onte of tfir principal Virturr* at Sontngtoit 

Pa* trait- — King Edward IV.— George, Duke of Clarence, his brother, half length, in mail amour 
—Cardinal Hole, jet 67, anno XbS7— Charlrs Brandon, Dnkc of Suffolk, irtGJ, 154-1, HotUin— Robert 
Dudley, Earl of Leicester— Jane Shore— Dr. Harvey, I Wi^ k— Sir Thomas Wyat— Sir John Chardiq— 
Sir Godfrey Knellvr — William Pry one — OliverCromnell— Alexander I'ope— Edmund Waller— Samuel 
Butler — The Hon. Robert Boyle, Sir P. Lr/y^Dmn Swift— Geurge Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, .Sir 
P. Ltly — Algernon Percy, Eurl of Northumberland, Doosoa — James, Earl of Derby, Corn. Jauun— 
Richard, Earl of Warwick, Vaxdjtk— Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester, Porhut— Theophilut, 7th Earl 
of Huntingdon, half length. Sir (1. KneUtr— George, Slh Earl of Huntingdon, haif length, Sir G. hntUtr 
—Henry HasUngs, 2d Lord Loughborough, Car*. Jew*™— Henry, Lord Loughborough. 

Cabinet Picnars.— Battle of the Boyre, OW Wyrkt— Nativity and Tran»ttguration, Zuctartlli— 
Storm at Sea, Snlrator Rota — Landscape, Seb. Hnurtion — Hungarian Camp, and Battle-piece, n»)leitmi — 
Battle-piece, Wourerma*t— Port in Holland, Stark— » atcrfiill, lrV'rtia— Virgin and Child, P. Pm- 
/fin— Sea-port, Uartoloauo — Two Landscape*, Hrtufktl— Boors. Tenter* — Venus, Tit 'vin — Nymphs and 
Satyr*, Rubens and Breughel — Seamen Drinking, A. Vmdertrerf— Boors, Ottade — Philosopher, Quintin 
Mai*;*— Landscape, Oat/tar l'etusin — Two Landscapes, PotUmtntrg— Frost -piece, Night-piece, and 
Sea-port, Grtvenbroetk. 
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THE SKAT OF 

JOHN HENRY MANNERS, 

DUKE OP RUTLAND, K. G. 



Bblvoir Castle presents a most noble and majestic appearance : situated on the 
summit of a lofty hill, it overlooks a beautiful valley, (from whence originated its 
name); its foundations are nearly coeval with the Norman Conquest, being 
originally built by Robert de Todcni, a noble Norman, standard-bearer to William 
the Conqueror; and it became the chief seat of his Barony, whose posterity enjoyed 
it, till the reign of King Henry III., when it devolved on Robert de Roos, a great 
Baron, by marriage with Isabel, daughter and heir of William de Albini, the fourth 
of that name, descended from the founder, Robert de Todeni : from the Lords 
Roos, this ancient seat came to Sir Robert Manners, of Etall, in the county of 
Northumberland, who married Eleanor, eldest of the three sisters, and coheiress 
of Edmund Lord Roos. Belvoir Castle has remained in the possession of the 
noble family of Manners ever since that time. 

Thomas Manners, Lord Roos, was the first Earl of Rutland, being created in 
15*20, 12 Henry VIII.: to this Nobleman is to be attributed the restoration and 
rebuilding of Belvoir Castle, which had continued in ruins from the time of the 
Civil Wars between the Royal Houses of York and Lancaster, when it was 
attacked and despoiled by William Lord Hastings. Henry the second Earl also 
devoted much of his attention to this Castle, and greatly extended the buildings 
daring his life. It remained a noble and princely residence till the unhappy war 
between the King and the Parliament, during which time it was occasionally 
garrisoned by each party, and materially suffered from both. 

After the Restoration, in 1668, the Castle was again repaired and restored. The 
first Duke of Rutland, as he was master of a great fortune, kept up here tbe old 
English hospitality; he resided almost entirely at Belvoir, and, for many years 
before his death, never came to London. Great alterations were made, and an 
entire new arrangement given to the interior of this magnificent pile, by the present 
Duke, chiefly under the direction of the late James Wyatt, Esq., at an expense of 
at least two hundred thousand pounds. January 2d, 1B14, it was visited by his 
present Majesty, then Prince Regent: His Royal Highness was received amidst a 
royal salute from cannon on the battlements of the Castle ; at the same time the 
Royal standard was displayed on the Staunton Tower. 

The Dnke of Rutland received the Prince Regent at the entrance of the Castle ; 
but the golden key of Staunton Tower, of exquisite workmanship, was delivered to 
the illustrious guest in the Drawing Room soon after his arrival, on a cushion of 
crimson velvet, by the Rev. Dr. 'Staunton, by virtue of the following tenure : 

The chief strong hold of the Castle is an outwork defence called Staunton Tower, 
the command of which is held by the family of that name, in the Manor of Staunton, 
by tenure of Castle-guard, by which they were anciently required to appear with 
soldiers for the defence of this strong post in case of danger ; or, if required, to be 
called upon by the Lord of the Castle. And it has been the custom when any of 
the Royal Family have honoured Belvoir Castle with their presence, for the chief 
of the Staunton family personally to appear, and present the key of the Strong Hold 
to such distinguished personage. 

During the stay of his Royal Highness at the Castle, the Marquess of Granby, 
his 'Grace's eldest son, now deceased, was baptized by the Archbishop of Canter- 
bury in the great Gallery : tbe sponsors were the Prince Regent and the Duke of 
York, and the Duchess Dowager of Rutland. Previously to leaving the Castle, 
His Royal Highness named one of the Towers " The Regent Tower," in remem 
branee of his visit; and was pleased to signify his pleasure that a bust of himself 
should be placed in the centre. 

In the year 1816, while (he improvements were still (coin? on , a most calamitous fire broke out on October 26. 
by which tlii* splendid seat was nearly destroyed , the grand Staircase, and, what will ever be regretted, the 
Picture Gallery, with most of the very line family picture*, the whole of Sir Joshua Reynolds', among which 
was the celebrated Picture of the Nativity, were consumed. The loss of property on this melancholy occasion 
1* estimated to have liecn not less than IJO.tWOI. ; the flames had reached the Regent's Gallery, but that noble 
apartment was happily saved : it is 127 feet long, and is tilled with the choicest productions of art. 

A massy golden Salver entirely composed of tributary tokens of Royal and Public respect for National Ser- 
vices performed bythe Rutland Family, bearing an inscription expressive of the several causes ami ilatcs of these 
honourable donations, was preserved from the late lire , but a very valuable service of communion plate was lo.*i. 
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Portrait of King Henry VIII.— Holbein. 
Gamblers— Manfrtdi. 
Gipsy telling Fortunes to a 

The Interior of a Church -P. .Vrc/V. 
The Flight into Egypt— Luea Giordan*. 
Hercules and Antsjus — Rubens. 
St Peter— Gaiso. 
landscape and Figure*— Berckem. 
Virgin, Child, Joseph, and a " 

Vrranent. 
Virgin and Child— CarU, Dolci. 
Ditto— f ur/Ni^iiBM. 
Brisk Gale— W. Vamertelde. 
Calm— Momma. 
Agar and Ishmael— Manlr/di. 
A Hvni- Albert Durer. 
Portrait of Vosterman — Vanduek. 
Virgin, Child, and St. John— A. del , 
Christ feeding the Multitude— Ferg. 
Portrait of a Goldsmith — Se ipte. 
Rembrandt's Portrait — Se low. 
Reconciliation of Jacob and Esau — Ferf. 
Portrait of Walker— & v*r. 
A Head-.Vorrrtt. 
Adoration of the Magi — Rattan. 
Dutch Proverbs— D. Teniert. 
Landscape by Moonlight— K«wlrr««T. 
Storks — Teniert. 

Landscape — Wnnant* — figures by 
Peasants plou £hin£ — lit re hem. 
Temptation of St. Anthony — Teniert. 
Shepherd and Shepherdess — Rubent. 
Landscape (small upright) — Ruytdaal. 
Virgin, Child, and St John, small — A. Corned. 
Landscape (upright small) — Ruytdaal. 
Dog and dead Wolf — Weeninx, 
Landscape (upright)— Claude Lorraine. 
Farrier's Shop— Wouttrmnns. 
The Farmer's Dinner — Jan Stern. 
Landscape, Morning— CfaadV Lorraine. 
Ditto, Sunset (small and large)— Ditto. 
Adoration of the Shepherds— F. Mela. 
A Storm at Sea — IF. Vanderreldt. 
I«in<Heane And Cattle- 
Head of a Friar— Bnnzino. 
Crucifixion of a Malefactor— Vanduek. 
Small Landscape, Flight into Egypt— Claude 

Lorraine. 
Boy and Girl— GVntrd" Douir. 
Holy Family — Sekedeni. 
Quack Doctor (small)— Timtcrs. 
A Young Man and Lady, by Candlelight — 

Sekalken. 
Silence— Sebattian Bourdon. 
An Old Lady giving Advice to a 

Sekalken. 
Boys' School — Crrtpi. 
Woman and Man sleeping — Ottadt. 
The Wise Men's Offering— MuriUo. 
Landscape, Cottage, Children, 

borough. 
Ditto, Mid-day— Ditto. 
Ditto (figures by Wourennant) — Wumnt*. 
Ditto, and Cattle, Sea in distance-O^. 



I Virgin, Child, and Saints— MuriUo. 
A Lady and Attendants, Music Party — S'etscher. 
A Monk at Prayers— Carle DoUi. 
Girls' School — Crttpi. 
Small Landscape— Dreker. 
A Lady and her Servant —Mierii. 
Two Landscapes (small) — Wynantt. 
A Portrait of an Old Man. 
Adam and Eve expelled from Paradise— K«a- 
dervtrf. 

Bui Mings and Landscape — Vanderkyde. 
The Shepherds' Offering— Poelemberg. 
Battle (small Picture) — Vandermeulen. 
Portrait of Barbarossa— Vanduek. 
A Landscape— G. Poustin. 
A Head (small). 
Ditto, ditto. 

A Landscape, after Poumin. 

Stone Building and Figures — La Snen. 

King Henry VII., Etupaon and Dudley. 

A Friar— Broniino, 

Holy Family— Rubrnt. 

A small Picture — Toilers. 

Landscape and Cattle — VnnuVrrrWe. 

Angel appearing to the Shepherds— Rattan. 

Virgin, Child, and Joseph— School of Cerregio, 

Small Landscape — EUkiemer. 

Entombing of Christ — Lnea Prnni. 

View of a Cathedral — Vanderhude. 
t Cupid und the Graces — Athano. 
• A Landscape (octagon)— Claude Lorraine. 

Ponto Molo — Baruturnaue. 
| A Landscape ( figures by Rubent) — Breughel. 
I Farm Yard — Truier*. 

Merrymak ing— Ferg. 

landscape and Figures— Yanderhfdt. 
1 Ditto, ditto— PmiJ flrii and Reuhtnt. 

Seven Pictures representing the Seven Sacra- 
ments, viz — Extreme Unction, — Ordination, — 
Confirmation,— Marriage,— St. John baptl sting 
our Saviour,— Infant Baptism,— The last Sup- 
per. — .V. Poustin. 

Martvrdom of St. Andrew 



Small Portrait, round Picture— TVitier*. 
Coronation of St. Catharine— Rubent. 
Heter denying Christ— Caraeaggie. 
Landscape, PcasanU ploughing -Berckem. 
A small Portrait of a Lady (round). 



Two Sea-pieces — Rmutaal. 
A Procession at the Installation of the Order of 

the Garter— Fmwfyc*. 
The Earl of Southampton — C. Jantten. 
The Countess of Southampton — Ditto. 
King John signing Magna Charta — Mortimer. 
A Case of Miniatures. 

The Death of Lord Robert Manners— Stothard. 
Group of Banditti— Mortimer. 
Ditto of Fishermen — Ditto. 
The River Thames frown over — MarUne. 
Fresh Breeze off Flushing — MarUnr. 
A Landscape, Morning — Gaintborougk. 
The Calling of Samuel— B est, P.R.A. 
The Companion to ditto— DiMo. 
A View in Florence — Murlow. 
A ditto near Naples — Ditto. 
The Holy Family and St. John — MuriUo. 
A View on the Rhine, Bouts repairing— &tlck- 
lettn- 

Holy Family — Corrtgin. 

Landscape and Figures— Vanudan. 

The Town of Newmarket and Warren Hill- 



Venus giving the 

ThV'mrth 



Breast to Cupid— P.iroii- 
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THE SEAT Or 

EDWARD DAWSON, ESQ. 



This elegant Mansion, which stands on a hill near Hathorn, on the road from 
Loughborough to Cavendish Bridge, was built about the year 1802, by J. Johnson, 
architect, of Leicester, for the late Edward Dawson, Esq. The whole is con- 
structed of fine stone, with a rustic basement. In plan the House is nearly 
quadrangular; but upon the south-east front, is a semicircular projection at the 
entrance. The architecture is pure, and displays much taste. 

The Mansion is situated in a picturesque part of the county, commanding 
views of great variety and interest. On the north the handsome parish church 
of Kcgworth forms a conspicuous object, backed by the Derbyshire hills. On 
the east, the spires of Sutton Bonnington and Normanton-on-Soar, are both 
Been acroBS the river Soar, which here divides the counties of Leicester and 
Nottingham : more to the south appears the fine tower of Loughborough Church, 
about four miles distant; and a few miles farther, in the same direction, rises 
Mount Sorrel Rock, the first of a range of hills, called Charnwood Forest, which 
terminates the view for the extent of several miles, in a westerly direction. 
The outline of this range appears to peculiar advantage from the pleasure- 
grounds, and in several points is broken into highly picturesque forms, parti- 
cularly in the direction of Whitwick rocks. The other most conspicuous points 
are Beacon Hill, Hives Head, and Bardon Hill; which last is the most elevated 
spot in this part of the country, and commands one of the most extensive 
panoramic views in the kingdom. 

The Shrubberies upon the south-west front arc laid out with peculiar taste; 
near the house is a very fine Conservatory, and at a short distance, is a singularly 
beautiful rustic Summer-House, or small Temple, of the Doric order, with fluted 
columns; the whole of classical purity in its architectural particulars, but com- 
posed of the simplest materials, chiefly oak bark, which has the effect of old 
grey stone ; the interior walls and ceiling are covered with a coat of grey moss, 
and the floor tesselated in circles with short piles of larch. The grass lands 
which surround the house are thrown into the form of a Park, by means of sunk 
fences, and are ornamented with many fine trees, amongst which the ash are 
remarkable for their size. 

Whatton, or, as it is sometimes called, Long Whatton, is a rectory in the 
hundred of West Goscote, about five miles from Loughborongh. The late 
Edward Dawson, Esq., of Whatton, and one of the six lords of Charnwood 
Forest, was very highly respected in this neighbourhood. He died at Cowley 
House, near Uxbridge, in Middlesex, 23d October, 1815, and was buried at 
Whatton. 
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THK SKAT OF 

SIR JOHN HENRY PALMER, BART. 



Thh House U situated about nine miles from Leicester, and seven from Market 
Harborough. It stands high ; and a clump of fir-trees, at a Bhort distance from 
it, ia seen nearly thirty miles off. The country round it is chiefly rich pasture 
ground. 

By a date upon the edifice, it was probably finished a. d. 1636; but it must 
hare taken many years in building, as it is constructed principally of stone 
brought from Kelson, near Stamford, twenty miles from the place. The Carlton 
Curlieu estate was formerly the property of Sir John Bale, whose family 
became extinct during the civil wars which wasted the country in the seven- 
teenth century. In a small chapel, adjoining the church, is a marble monu- 
ment representing Sir John and his Wife In a recumbent attitude, with hands 
uplifted as in prayer ; the former, in the military costume of the time. 

The estate afterwards passed to a person of the name of Pnidham, who, in 
the reign of Charles II., sold it to Sir Geoffrey Palmer, Bart., the King's 
Attorney General. 

The annexed View represents the South Front of the Mansion, which has 
never before been engraved. Of the West Front there are two prints, one in 
Nichol's History of the County, coarsely engraved by Longmate, but remark- 
ably accurate ; the other in Throsby's Leicestershire Views, which scarcely 
bears any resemblance of it. The latter author visited Carlton Curlieu Hall 
about the year 1791, when it was only inhabited by a housekeeper, and says, 
not very intelligibly, "It is of stone, but it is grey, seemingly more from 
neglect than years." The House is now occupied by the Rev. Henry Palmer, 
the brother of the present owner, who has made considerable improvements in 
the interior and in the offices. 
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LATE TUB SKAT OF 

SIR GEORGE HOWLAND BEAUMONT, BART. 



This building was begun in 1804, and finished in 1808, under the direction of 
George Dance, R.A. architect. It is built of the stone of the country, and 
decorated with Turrets and an arched Portal for the approach of carriages to 
the front entrance ; the apartments are commodious and well-disposed. In the 
centre of the house is a polygonal hall and staircase, which are much admired. 
Amongst many valuable pictures with which the house was adorned, but 
which have since been presented to the National Gallery by their noble-minded 
r, were the following. 

Hvi*t of ttjf principal Vtrturo. 



In rut Dining Room. 

A Jew Rabbi, by Rembrandt. 

A Landscape and Spirts, by Both. 

A Picture, by SebaMtian Bourdon, highly esteemed 
bv its possessor, both on account of its intrinsic 
merit, and as it is * memorial of the valued 
friendship of Sir Joshua Reynolds, who be- 
qoeathed it to him by his will. 

A View In Venice, by CmaUtti. 



In rut Breakfast Room. 

A Landscape, with the story of Narcissus, by 
Claude Lorraine, acknowledged to be one of the 
best specimens of this admirable artist A 
well-known print of this picture was engraved 
by Vivarts. 

Cephalis and Procria, by the same Master. 

A well-known classical Landscape, by Simla 
Povasta. 

An Old Man's head, and the head of a Black, two 

studies from nature, by Sir Jotkmt Reynolds. 
A Landscape, by StrannereU. 

In the Drawing Room. 
A Landscape, by /talent; this extraordinary 
picture was painted by him for the Bulbi fami- 
ly, and hung in their palace in Genoa until the 
commencement of the French Revolution, when 
it was brought to this country ; for an accurate 
and truly poetical description of this work, see 
the poem called " The Picture," by tho Rer. 
William LuU Ucnrlet. 
A small Claude, remarkable for its brilliancy and 



Another Portrait of the above-mentioned Lady, by 

GnituborMigh, painted in 1708. 
Portrait of Mrs. Howland, sister of the above 

Lnily Dowager Beaumont, bv William Own, 

It J. 

Portrait of the present Lady Beaumont, painted 
in 1778, by Sir Joshua RrynoU*. 

Ditto, of the present Sir George Beaumont, 
painted in 1778, by Sir Joshua Reynold*, both 
in his best style. 

Two excellent landscapes, by Richard Wilton, 
R.A., one, the famous Niobe, engraved by 
Smith, and the other a view near Titoli ; both 
reflect high credit on British art. 

A large Landscape and figures, by Coasters**;*. 

Portrait of William Smith, Esq. who came upon 
the stage in 1753, and continued more than 
thirty-five years one of the chief ornaments of 
the British' Theatre : he was, in ISIS, living in 
retirement at Bury St Edmund's, in his 90th 
year, the delight of his numerous friends. 



purity. 
Ditto, its 



In tiie Study. 
A fine old family Portrait, fainter vafcaoim, date 
ISM. 

Portrait of John Beaumont, born 1410, created 
Viscount Beaumont MM, was Constable and 
Chamberlain of England, and slain at the bat- 
tle of Northampton, July 10th, U60 : he was 
the first Viscount created in England. 

Ditto, of George Villurs Duke of Buckingham, 
grandson of Mary, daughter of Francis Beau- 
mont, Esq. 

A finished sketch in two colours, of the taking 
down from the Cross, by Rembrandt ; admirable 
for composition, expression, and effect. There 
is a print of it by Picart. 
Two comic pictures, by Smirk*. 
A game-keeper, admirably painted by WUkie, 
li.A. 

A well-painted Portrait, by Reeehey, of the Earl 

of Mu (grave. 
An excellent drawing, in colours, of the present 
Lady Beaumont, by Edridgt. 



In thf. LlRKABY. 
A very fine whole-length Portrait of the late Lady 
Dowager Beaumont, mother of the present Sir 
Oeorge, who was painted in 1800, at Die 
advanced age of 91 : ber placid and venerable 
form is accurately represented, and the picture 
altogether reflects high honour on its ingenious 
author, William (>«-»», R.A. 

The Manor and Estate of Cole Orton, near Ashby-de-la-Zouch, came first 
into the Beaumont family in 1426, by the marriage of Philippa, daughter and 
heiress of Thomas Maurward, Esq., of Overton, Quartermarsh, and Cole Orton, 
and Sir Thomas Beaumont, Knight, Lord Basque rville in France, Warden of the 
Cinque Ports, and Governor of Dover Castle, who died 3Cth Hen. VI. 1457-— 
See Nichols's History of Leicestershire, vol. 5th. 

It may not be uninteresting to remark, that Francis Beaumont, the eminent 
Dramatic Poet, was a descendant of the same family with the present possessor 
of Cole Orton. 
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TH* SEAT OF 

CHARLES JAMES PACKE, ESQ. 



This elegant Mansion is beautifully situated in an amphitheatre of plantations 
by which it is surrounded, except on the west side, which has been judiciously 
left open to admit the fine wild scenery of Churnwood forest. It is on the north 
side of the county of Leicester, in the Hundred of East Goscote, and bordering 
upon Nottinghamshire; being about twelve miles from each county town, and 
three miles north-east from Loughborough. This Estate has been lately con- 
siderably improved by Mr. Packe, who has displayed a fiue taste in laying out 
the grounds, which are now so great an ornament to his residence. The removal 
of the enclosures in front of Prestwold, which has been effected within these few 
years, give it a park-like appearance. The House, also, has recently been much 
enlarged, which has rendered it a most commodious edifice ; two very handsome 
Lodges huvc been built at the entrance of an avenue of elms, through which the 
road to it passes. 

This family originally resided at Cotes, which is about two miles from Prest- 
wold, and is now a ruin, in the possession of Mr. Packe ; on the destruction of 
the old Hall at Cotes by fire, they changed their residence to Prestwold. 

The late Mr. Packe, as well as the present proprietor of Prestwold, had a 
very great pleasure in planting, and, by their united exertions, the estates 
around this Mansion are most abundantly ornamented with the finest growing 
timber ; in addition to the plantations, the hedgerows are so thickly filled with 
trees, that, from a distance, the Mansion has the effect of being embosomed in 
one entire wood. 

The tower of the church has a very picturesque appearance, rising above the 
tops of the trees by which it is surrounded; in the chancel are several very fine 
monuments ; among others is a large one of Sir Christopher Packe, Knt., who 
was a very conspicuous character during the protectorate of Oliver Cromwell. 
There is likewise a most beautiful specimen of sculpture by Rossi, in a monu- 
ment to the memory of Major Packe, who fell in leading a charge of his regiment 
(the Royal Horse Guards) at the battle of Waterloo. 
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TUB SEAT Or 

THE REV. JAMES ORD. 



Lanoton Hall is situated on a rising ground, about a mile and a half distant 
from the turnpike road leading between Harborough and Leicester: towards the 
south and weBt it commands extensive views of a rich and cultivated country, on 
the north and east sides being sheltered by lofty oak and elm trees. 

The mansion is a very ancient structure, built at different periods, but within 
the last fourteen or fifteen years, since it became the residence of the present 
owner, it has undergone considerable alterations ; which, though in some degree 
depriving it of its original appearance, have tended considerably to the addition 
of its internal comfort: the rooms, considering the period when they were built, 
being lofty and well proportioned, and the whole well calculated for the residence 
of a private country gentleman. In the drawing-room is a good copy by Old 
Stone, from Vandyke's picture of Charles I. and his Family, the original of which 
is at Windsor, and a half-length of Elizabeth, Queen of Bohemia, in a black 
dress, most richly ornamented. There are also a fetv curious miniatures both 
in oil and water colours, though the latter have suffered from exposure to the 
sun: the most remarkable are Henry VIII., in a small circle, most delicately 
painted on a blue ground; the companion to it, James I., equally highly finished 
on pink. — Mary, Princess of Orange, mother of William IK. — Mrs. Bcndish, 
grand-daughter of OliverCroinwell. — A head, marked on the back "Ben Jonson," 
exactly resembling the engraving by Houbraken, now considered as spurious. — 
Two small heads, one a Lady in the habit of a nun ; the other a Knight of the 
Garter; both unknown: on the back of each is the following inscription, "50 
in J cubbord — within J cabon'.-room at Whitehall, 1638." — Henry, Prince of 
Wales, son of James I. — Mrs. Waller, wife of the poet. — But that in most 
perfect preservation is a portrait of General Ireton, in oil, which, though bear- 
ing no very striking resemblance to any engraving, is an undoubted original : 
the expression of the countenance is peculiar, and fully answers Lord Clarendon's 
description, that " he was of a melancholy, reserved, dark nature, communicating 
his thoughts to very few, bo that for the most part he resolved alone." 

The view in the Plate exhibits the east front, and the low part towards the 
left, the more ancient »tyle of the building. 

Langton Hall was well known during the time in which it was tenanted by 
the late Mr. Meynell, then owner of the celebrated pack of fox-hounds. Here, 
among various other characters, the infamous Duke of Orleans passed some time, 
during one of those intervals in which he retired from the treasons which he was 
iitfitiitiug in his own unhappy country. 

ThiB estate for a great number of years was passed to its different owners by 
the female line. In 1553, it was the property of the Strelleys, descendants of a 
family long seated in Nottinghamshire; from them it came by marriage to the 
Staveleys ; in the same manner to the Stantons ; and from them to the Picker- 
ings, Nova Scotia Baronets of Titchmarsh, in Northamptonshire : the last Baronet 
dying without issue, it became the joint property of his two sisters, and was by 
them bequeathed to their relative, the present owner, whose maternal ancestors, 
the Diliiughams, had married into that family. 

The Rev. James Ord is third son of the late William Ord, Esq. of Fenham, 
in the county of Northumberland: he married Barbara, daughter of the late 
Charles Brandling, Esq. of Gosforth House, near Newcastle on Tync, by wham 
he has issue two sons and three daughters. 

The sketch from which the drawing was made was presented, with the account, 
to the proprietors, by James Pickering Ord, Esq. 
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SIR HENRY HALFORD, BART. 



Wistow has been the seat of the family of Haiford for nearly two centuries. 
Sir Richard Haiford was High Sheriff for the county of Leicester in the year 
1641, and was raised to the Baronetage by King Charles I., who made Wistow 
his head-quarters more than once during the Civil Wars, and slept there the 
night before the fatal battle of Naseby. 

It is situated to the westward of the high road leading from Market Har- 
borough to Leicester; and is a conspicuous object about nine miles from the 
latter place. The plantations, which surround it, were very formal; but, within 
the last few years, great additions have been made to them by the present pos- 
sessor, Sir Henry Haiford, Bart., one of the physicians of the late King and of 
his present Majesty, and the gardens have been enlarged, and are now very 
extensive and beautiful. 

The House consists of a lofty and spacious Hall, an ample Dining-room, 
Library, Drawing-rooms, Billiard-room, &c. &c, and of numerous Bed-chambers 
corresponding with such a suite of apartments. 

It contains some good pictures, and some elegant busts brought from Italy. 
Amongst the former, we observe portraits of his late Majesty; of Charles I., 
after Vandyke, by Sir Peter Lely; of JamcB II., by the same, an excellent 
picture; and a capital one of Lord Clarendon, by Vandyke.— Filatc washing his 
Hands, by Ludovico Caracci. — Abraham about to sacrifice Isaac, by Luca 
Jordano. — Rubens, by himself. — A beautiful full-length of William, Duke of 
Cumberland, in his robes of the Garter, by Sir Joshua Reynolds.— Several fine 
pictures by Caualetti, &c. &c. 

The House possesses, also, some relics preserved with religious care; viz. a 
sword and saddle, with its handsome enamelled stirrupB, of Charles I., left at 
Wistow, when he proceeded to Naseby field. 

The Church is situated at a convenient distance from the House,and,approached 
by a gravel-walk, through a beautiful avenue, at the termination of a large sheet 
of water, is one of the most pi -turcsque views in the county, and contains some 
handsome monuments of this loyal and ancient family. 
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THE SEAT OK 

SIR FREDERICK GUSTAVUS FOWKE, BART. 



Lowes by Hale is situated on tbc eastern side of this county, about half way 
in a direct line between Leicester and Oakham, the county-town of Rutland. 
The House stands on a healthy and agreeable elevation, in the midst of hill 
and dale. The valley towards the west affords a picturesque and pleasing pros- 
pect, bounded by the fine outline of Cham wood Forest Hills. Considerable 
pains have been bestowed upon the pleasure-grounds, which are extensive, and 
varied with wood and water. They were laid out in the year 1H19, and are 
much admired by all who have a taste for landscape gardening. " Artis est 
eetare artein,'' ought to be the motto of every landscape gardener : a fair appli- 
cation of this principle is attempted in these grounds, where the chief care has 
been to avoid distorting the easy undulations and naturally diversified features 
of the surface selected for improvement. 

This estate formerly belonged to Colonel Hutchinson, (Governor of Not- 
tingham Castle in 164.'},) who devised it to his widow, Lucy Hutchinson, in 
fee ; of whom it was purchased, in 1GGS, by Richard Woollaston, Esq., a 
maternal ancestor of the present possessor. It thence descended to Ann 
Woollaston, one of the daughters and co-heiresses of Sir Isaac Woollaston, Bart., 
great-grandson of Richard Woollaston ; Sir Isaac Woollaston 's only son, 
Isaac Lawrence Woollaston, died an infant, when the estate came to his two 
daughters, Sarah and Ann Woollaston. Sarah married Taylor White, Esq. of 
Wallingwells, Nottinghamshire ; and Ann married Sir Thomas Fowke, only son 
of Lieut. -Gen. Fowke, who was Governor of Gibraltar in l"Jh'i. Sir Thomas 
was Equerry and Groom of the Bedchamber to Henry, late Duke of Cumber- 
land, brother of George the Third. Sir Isaac Woollaston's estates in Leicester- 
shire, and elsewhere, were divided, pursuant to act of parliament, between his 
two daughters, Sarah and Ann. Lowesby was allotted to Ann, the mother of 
the present owner. Sir Isaac Woollaston inherited the title of Baronet from his 
uncle, Sir Edward Lawrence, of St. Ives, Huntingdonshire, whose creation took 
place in 1748, with remainder to his nephew, Isaac Woollaston. The title 
having become extinct on the death of the infant, Lawrence Woollaston, his 
majesty, George the Third, was graciously pleased to permit its revival, in 
1812, in the person of the present Baronet. 

There is a fine full-length portrait of General Ireton, by Honthorst, in the 
bouse, dated 1640. In the interesting memoirs of Colonel Hutchinson, written 
by his widow, it is stated, (p. "9,) " that Mr. Henry Ireton was kinsman of 
Mr. Hutchinson, and one that had received so much advantage to himself and 
his family, in the county, by Sir Thomas Hutchinson's countenance and pro- 
tection, that he seemed a kind of dependant upon him ; being besides a very 
grave, serious, religious person, there was a great league of kindness and 
good will between them." — This relationship and intimacy between Hutchinson 
and Ireton, may account for the picture being at Lowesby, where it is fixed in 
the wainscot at the west-end of the dining-room. The above-named Richard 
Woollaston, at his death, made a charitable bequest, (now, land producing £300 
a year,) to be applied in clothing pious poor people, in Lowesby, and five con- 
tiguous parishes, together with two parishes in Hertfordshire. The clothing 
is annually distributed amongst the poor of these parishes, in the month of 
November. The heir-at-law has the sole nomination of the objects of this 
excellent charity. 

3-t3 



Digitized by Google 



Digitized by Google 



<r«nmotf)orpc Castle, ftiwolntftnrc; 

TUB SBAT OF 
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The principal front of this Mansion was erected about the year 1723, from a 
design and under the direction of the celebrated Sir John Vanbrugh : it consists 
of a noble centre and two lofty wings, surmounted with balustrades. This 
elevation is towards the north ; it is magnificent, and is said to display much 
boldness of imagination. The building is large and irregular, and appears to 
have been erected at different periods. 

Our View was taken from the centre of the large Court in front ; this Court 
is entered by iron gates guarded by two Lodges. 

The south and west fronts are divided into numerous small chambers ; on the 
east front is the principal drawing-room ; this apartment is adorned with a fine 
collection of portraits and other pictures ; on the ground-floor are the offices. 
In the north-east wing is the kitchen, and the north-west wing contains a beau- 
tiful chapel. The south-east tower is ancient, and within it iB a winding 
stone staircase, which leads to a chamber that has the appearance of having 
been erected as early as the time of King Henry HI. Leland observes : " The 
place of Grimsthorpe was no great thing afore the new building of the second 
court ; yet was all the old work of stone, and the gate-house was fair and strong, 
and the walls on each side of it embattled ; there is also a great ditch about the 
house." Jtin. vol. i. fol. 26. The principal part of the house was erected, and 
the park laid out, in the tune of Henry VIII by Charles Brandon, Duke of 
Suffolk, who married the sole heiress of the Willoughbys, in whose patrimonial 
possession Grimsthorpe was included. Fuller, speaking of the house, calls it 
an extempore structure, raised suddenly to entertain King Henry VIII. in, 
during his progress though this part of the kingdom. The great hall, which 
was built at this time, was then decorated with hangings of the Gobelin tapes- 
try, which had come into the possession of the Duke by his first wife, Mary, 
Queen of France : about the same time the cast and south fronts were erected ; 
these have embattled turrets at the angles. 

From the gates of the north, or principal front, is an avenue which extends 
near a mile in length ; on the south are the gardens and pleasure grounds, and 
an the west a beautiful sloping lawn descends to two lakes, comprising about 
a hundred acres, beyond which is a rising ground terminated by a grove of 
forest trees. 

On the east side the View embraces the hamlet of Grimsthorpe, with the 
lordship of Edcnham. 

The whole of the parish of Edenham, which contains 6,424 acres of land, 
with the exception of about 100 acres, belongs to Lord Gwydir. The park, 
which is sixteen miles in circumference, is beautifully varied with noble and 
very spacious woods. In a valley, about a mile from the mansion, is the site 
of Val Dei, formerly a Cistercian Abbey, founded by William, Earl of Albe- 
marle, about the year 1451 ; it is now covered by a small wood ; not a single 
wall of the building remains, except three or four large sculptured stones. 

The country around Grimsthorpe abounds with that inequality of surface, 
that diversified interchange of hill and dale, wood and lawn, which constitute 
the picturesque in natural scenery. 

In the Church of Edenham, are many curious monuments of the Bertie 
family. 

Grimsthorpe Park descended to Lord Gwydir by right of his wife, Priscilla 
Barbara Elizabeth Lindsay, Baroness Willoughby de Eresby, daughter and 
co-heir of Peregrine, Duke of Ancaster. 
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THE SKAT OF 

JOHN CUST, EARL BROWNLOW. 



Tub estate at Bclton, which is very extensive, devolved to Richard Brownlow, 
Esq., who was prothonotary of the Court of Common Pleas, in the reigns of 
Elizabeth and James the First ; the reversion having been purchased of Sir 
Henry Pakcnham, and Jane his wife in 1020. 

The Mansion was rebuilt by Sir John Brownlow, the third Baronet of this 
family, that dignity having been granted by Charles II., in 1662, to William 
Brownlow, Esq. ; the design was by Sir Christopher Wren, and the building 
was commenced in the year 1685, and completed in 1689 : it is of stone, of an 
excellent and durable species, and presents four uniform elevations, originally 
surmounted by a balustrade and cupola ; the apartments are well proportioned, 
and ornamented with the excellent carving of Gibbons. The founder of this 
stately fabric had the honour of a visit from King William III., who, in his 
progress through the northern counties, after the death of his queen, was 
entertained at Bclton House, October 29, 1696 ; previous to that event, he had 
obtained in 1690, a license of the king and queen, to form a park of his lands in 
Belton, Londonthorpe, and Telthorpe, which he enclosed with a wall five miles 
in circumference ; at the same time he made numerous plantations, and it was 
then considered one of the most regular and beautiful seats in the county. Sir 
John Brownlow, the fifth Bart., who, in 1718, was created Baron of Charlevillc, 
and Viscount Tyrconncl, made many improvements of his seat at Belton ; he 
laid the foundation of the valuable library, and formed gardens of great extent 
and magnificence agreeably to the prevailing taste, consisting of straight walks 
and clipped hedges : these it has been found necessary to alter, and the grounds 
have received every embellishment that refined taste can confer on the natural 
beauties of the situation, which partakes both of the beautiful and picturesque, arid 
abounding with a diversified interchange of wood and dale, hill and lawns. In 
)7&4; the estate descended to Sir John Cust, Baronet, eldest son and heir of Sir 
Richard Cust, Bart., by Anne Brownlow, sister and heiress of John, Lord 
Viscount Tyrconnel, and father to the late Lord Brownlow, who, soon after his 
accession to the estate, employed the late James Wyatt in some necessary alter- 
ations and improvements in the Mansion : by his direction the cupola and 
balustrade were removed from the roof ; the Drawing-room, which measures 
forty fect by twenty-seven, was raised to the height of twenty-two feet, and a 
new entrance was added at the south front. In several of the apartments are 
many good pictures by eminent masters of the Flemish and Italian schools, 
with numerous family portraits by Sir P. Lely, Sir G. Kneller, Sir J. Reynolds, 
Romney, and others ; among them is a peculiarly fine one of Sir John Cust, 
Bart., Speaker of the House of Commons, in his robes, by Sir Joshua Reynolds, 
a half-length copy of which by Ruyssen, a present from the late Lord Brown- 
low, is in the state apartments of the Speaker of the House of Commons. 

In the neighbourhood of Belton, considerable remains of ancient buildings, 
tessellated pavements, and other indications of a Roman station, have been 
discovered, through the exertions of Lord Brownlow, who has the reputation of 
an accomplished and polite scholar j his lordship accompanied the late Rev. 
John Chetwood Eustace in his classical tour through Italy, iu 1802. 
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CHARLES CLIFFORD, 

LORD CLIPFORD OP CHUDLEIGH. 



Thk manor of Irnham was one of the fifteen manors in the County of Lincoln, 
bestowed by William the Conqueror on Ralph dc Pagancl, or Paynell, in whose 
male descendants it continued until the year 1220, when it passed to Sir Andrew 
Luttrell, Knight, son of Sir Godfrey Luttrell, who had married Trecethinta, 
daughter and heiress of William Paynell, of Hoton Paynell ; whose grandson, Sir 
Robert Luttrell, was summoned to parliament, as Baron of Irnham, 23 Edw. I. 
A. D. 1298. The manor continued in his line until the year 1419, when Sir 
Geoffrey Luttrell, seventh Baron of Irnham, dying without issue, it devolved by 
the marriage of his BiBter and heir, Hawisia, to Sir Geoffrey Hilton, Knight, who 
died in 1400. His son Godfrey, dying in 14/2, left an only daughter, Elizabeth 
Hilton, who became the wife of Richard Thimelby, of Polham, whose descend- 
ants possessed the estate till about the year 1/00, when the right line once 
more failing on the death of Mary, only surviving daughter and heiress of Sir John 
Thimelby, and widow of Thomas Gifford, of Chillington, in the county of Staf- 
ford, Esq., who devised it by will to her cousin Benedict Conquest, Esq., of 
Houghton Conquest, in the county of Bedford, whose ancestor, Richard 
Conquest, had married Elizabeth Thimelby, Lady of the Bedchamber to 
Henrietta Maria, Queen of Charles the First. 

Benedict Conquest, Esq., dying 27th October, 1753, left an only daughter, 
Mary Christina, who, 31st May, 1763, married Henry, eighth Lord Arundell of 
Wardour, who died 4th December, 1808. Having had two daughters and 
co-heirs ; Maria Christina, married to her cousin, James Everard, afterwards 
ninth Lord Arundell; and Eleanora, the wife of Charles, the seventh Lord 
Clifford of Chudleigh, who is now the possessor of Irnham, by virtue of the will 
of the Dowager Lady Arundell, who died in June, 1813. 

The Mansion House of Irnham is recorded by Leland in his Itinerary, to 
have been built by Richard Thimelby, Esq., who became possessed of Uie 
estates on his marriage with Elizabeth, the heiress of Godfrey Hilton ; and 
died in 1531. It is substantially built of stone in the form of the letter L, facing 
south and east. On the eastern side, a Porch of more modern date than the 
Tudor Arch of the Door, gives admittance into the ample and lofty Hall, opeu 
to the roof, 52 feet 10 inches, by 29 feet 3 inches. On three sides of which 
runs a Gallery of communication to the Apartments of the First Floor ; the 
walls of which are hung with a numerous scries of Family Portaits of indivi- 
duals of the families of Thimelby, Markham, Conquest, and others ; among 
which may be distinguished : 



A fine full-length of Thomas Dairy, Pirst Lord 
Darcy, of Chich, Lord Chamberlain to Edward 
VI. A. D. 1131, by Grrbieiut Hick. 

A full-length of Thos. Savage, Ant Earl Rivera. 

John Thimelby, Esq., laat of bis name, by JottpL 
MickiH Wright, A. D. 1688. 

Benedict Conquest, Eaq., by Rmnfy. 

Henry, Eighth Lord Arundell, by Itomney. || A Crucifixion, by 

Mary Christina Conquest, wife of the Right An Assumption of the Massed Virgin, by fna- 



A Portrait, exquisitely wrought in tapestry, of 
Sir Francia Crane, who established a manufactory 
of tapestry at Chelae*, in the reign of James I.; 
and »)*> St. George and the Dragon of the same 
manufactory. 

IN 1HE CUAPEL. 



Huiiourable Lord Arundell, by Hamnry. || cu Solium*. 

An Ivory Crucifix is religiously preserved, which the constant tradition in 
the family assertB to have been the very same held by Mary Queen of Scots at 
her execution. 

(For this account of Irnham we are indebted to the Right Honourable Lord 
Arundell.) 
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THB 8EAT OF 

SIR WILLIAM EARLE WELBY, BART. 



The family of Welby is of great antiquity in the county of Lincoln, deriving 
its name from the manor of Welby, near Grantham, which manor is now the 
property of Sir William. John, Lord of Castleton, ancestor of all the Welbys, 
assisted Robert de Todeni, Baron of Belvoir, in the defence of his castle, in the 
time of William the Conqueror. In the ninth year of the reign of Henry the 
Fifth, Richard Welby represented his native county in Parliament ; and in the 
twelfth of Henry the Sixth, when commissioners were appointed by the crown, 
in divers counties of England, to summon all persons of quality before them, 
and to tender to them an oath for the better keeping of the peace, and observing 
the King's law, both in themselves and in their retainers or dependants, we find 
William Welby the ninth person in the list of those gentry of Lincolnshire, 
who took the oath. The direct ancestors of the present proprietor have resided 
at Denton, anciently spelt Dentune, from the time of King Henry the Eighth, 
whence they came from Gedney, near Holbeach, in the fen part of this county. 

The Mansion is well situated, standing on a fine elevation; its present 
appearance is entirely owing to very considerable alterations and additions 
lately made. Its interior is well arranged, and contains some good family 
portraits. 

The Park is much admired for its beautiful undulations ; it is adorned with 
fine woods, and most luxuriant plantations ; and the scene is farther diversified 
by water. On the Estate is a spring much frequented, from the medicinal virtue 
ascribed to its water ; it is very pure, and similar to that of Malvern Wells, in 
Worcestershire : it bears the name of St. Christopher's WelL 

Denton Park is situated in the division of Kesteven, and soke of Grantham ; 
it adjoins the road from Melton Mowbray to Grantham, from which place it is 
five miles distant. 

In the village is an alms-house, erected and endowed by William Welby, 
Esq., in the year 1653, and a Free School, maintained at the charge of the 
Welby family. 

In the year 1727, a Mosaic pavement was discovered in Denton Fields, at the 
depth of eighteen inches, and extending thirty feet ; it was composed of white, 
red, and blue tesselae, and was supposed by Dr. Stukeley to indicate the site of 
a Roman villa, near which passes a Roman Via, now called Salter's Road. 

In the Church of this Village, as well as at Gedney, are monuments to the 
memory of the Welby family. 
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THB SKAT OF 

LORD SUFFIELD. 



The Manor of Blickling is in the Hundred of South Erpingham, and is situate about 
two miles north-west of the town of Aylsham. In the time of Edward the Confessor, 
it was owned by Harold, afterwards King of England ; and, when the Domesday survey 
was made, one part of it belonged to Beausoc, Bishop of Thctford, and the other moiety 
was possessed by the crown : both were invested with the privileges of ancient demesne, 
were exempt from the Hundred, and had the lete with all royalties. William the 
Conqueror settled the whole town and advowson on the See, the seat of which, in 1088, 
was removed from Thetford to Norwich, and the Bishops had in early time a country 
residence at Blickling. The Manor was successively in the possession of the families of 
Dagworth, Erpingham, and Fastolf, and, in the latter end of the fifteenth century, it 
belonged to Sir William Boleyne, Knt., second son of Sir Godfrey Boleyne, Knt., who 
was Lord Mayor of London in 1458. Sir William married Margaret, sister and co-heir 
of James Butler, Earl of Ormond: he died in 1505, leaving Sir Thomas Boleyne, his 
eldest son and heir, who, the 18th of Henry VIII., was advanced to the title of Viscount 
Rochford, and, the 21st of the same reign, was created Earl of Wiltshire; honours to 
which he had certain hereditary pretensions, but which were most likely so rapidly 
conferred by reason of the king's fascination with the beautiful Anne, his daughter, 
whom Henry VIII. married from this House : its connexion with the history of that 
unfortunate queen contributes to give an air of interest to the spot. The honours of 
the Boleyne family terminated upon the death of the old Earl in 1538, worn out with 
sorrow and melancholy reflection ; soon after which event, the estate was purchased bv 
Sir Henry Hobart, Bart., Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, who built 
the present stately Mansion, which, as to external appearance, and general arrangement, 
is still preserved in its original character. Sir John Hobart, third Baronet, was Knight 
of the Shire for Norfolk, in the three last Parliaments called by King Charles II., and 
had the honour of a visit from that King, together with his Queen, at this seat, in 1671 ; 
at which time His Majesty knighted Henry, his eldest son. 

John, only son of Sir Henry Hobart, fourth Baronet, was advanced to the Peerage 
May 28, 1728, by the title of Lord Hobart, Baron Hobart, of Blickling, in the county 
of Norfolk, and, September 5th, 1746, was created Earl of Buckinghamshire: his 
Lordship married to his first wife Judith, daughter to Robert Bretiffe, Esq., of Bacons- 
thorpe, in this county, by whom he had John, second Earl of Buckinghamshire, who 
married Mary Anne, eldest daughter and co-heir of Sir Thomas Drury, Bart., by whom 
he had four daughters; Caroline, second daughter, married the Hon." William Ashe»on 
Harbord, eldest son of Lord Suffield, and who has since succeeded to that title. 

Blickling Hall is a perfect and interesting specimen of architectural taste in the reign 
of James I. ; and it is with much pleasure we are enabled to give a full description, and 
views of this ancient noble Mansion ; its ground plan is quadrangular, with two open 
courts in the centre, having a square turret at each angle of the building, terminated by 
a vane ; the Clock-Tower over the entrance is of more modern erection, but contributes 
to the importance of the building. The entrance from the Court in front, formed by the 
Offices and Stables, is over a bridge of two arches, crossing a moat : on either side the 
bridge, upon a pedestal, is represented a Bull bearing a Shield. 

The principal feature in the front, is the beautiful entrance which an admirable example 
of the characteristic ornament used at that period : on the ancient oak door is the date 
" Ano. Do. 1620," this is within an arch ; in the spandrils of which are figures of 
victory : the key-stone bears a grotesque figure, and over the entablature, supported by 
two Doric columns on pedestals, is.a rich compartment, bearing the arms and quartering* 
of Sir Henry Hobart, Bart., surmounted by the helmet and ancient crest ; the mantling 
is very rich, bulls holding blank shields are at each extremity. The upper story contains 
a large window of twelve divisions, formed by stone mullions'; Ionic pilasters on pedestals 
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BUCKLING HALL, NORFOLK. 



support the upper frieze, ornamented with birds, their wings extended ; the whole 
crowned with a balustrade, and the figures of Truth and Justice gracefully executed. 
After crossing the Bridge, we enter the Hall, which measures 42 feet by 33, and is 33 in 
height, opening to the great staircase of oak, the newels of which are crowned with the 
heraldic symbols of the Hobarts ; this branches off to the right and left, and conducts 
to a grand gallery of communication, containing full-length statues of Anne Boleyne 
and Queen Elizabeth. The Hall leads to the Antechamber, 22 feet square : in this 
room are six portraits of the Hobart family. 

The Study is a delightful apartment, furnished with a selection of the best authors, 
and ornamented with very fine drawings : its dimensions are 60 feet by 21. 

In the Organ-room is a curiously carved chimney-piece, bearing the arms of Fastolf 
within the garter ; it was formerly the arch of a window at Caistor Hall, in this county. 
One chamber is called the tapestry-room, from the circumstance of its being decorated 
with hangings of that description. 

In the old Dining-room, on each side the fire-place, arc several full-length portrait* 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds ; also portraits of Lord Towshend, the Countess of Suffolk, the 
Earl of Leicester, and Sir Robert Walpole. 

The aew Drawing-room is a noble apartment, measuring 42 feet by 85, and b 22 feet 
high. Among the pictures are — a large equestrian portrait, in tapestry, of the Oar 
Peter, a present from Catherine II., Empress of Russia, to John, second Earl of Buck- 
inghamshire ; a very fine painting of King George the Second on horseback, by Jarvis. 
the horse by Wootton ; and a whole-length portrait of Lord and Lady Buckinghamshire, 
by Gainsborough. 

The State Bed-chamber is 33 feet by 21 ; the cornice and mouldings on the ceiling arc 
richly ornamented with gilding. The state bed stands within an alcove, supported by 
four fluted columns of white and gold. At the head of the bed is embroidered the royal 
arms. Under a beautiful mirror stands a marble table, in a gilt frame ; and over the 
chimney-piece is a fine portrait of Lord Chief Justice Hobart, in his robes, by Corne- 
lius Jansen. 

The Library is not inferior to the other apartments in its decorations, which are suitable 
to the antiquity of the mansion : it measures 127 feet in length, and 21 feet wide ; the 
ceiling is divided into compartments, the principal of which contain figures emblematical 
of the five senses. It contains upwards of 10,000 volumes, being the collection of the 
late Sir Richard Ellys, Bart., of Norton, in Lincolnshire ; many of them are very 
curious, and valuable from their scarcity. 

The Building, though commenced in the reign of James the First, was not finished till 
the reign of Charles, in 1628, when the domestic chapel was consecrated. The offices 
in front, of corresponding style, are of more modern erection ; and the west front of the 
mansion was rebuilt by the Earl of Buckinghamshire, in 1709. 

The Park and Gardens comprehend about one thousand acres, and surround the house 
on three sides. The park is nearly divided by a wood of old forest trees, consisting of 
about one hundred and eighty acres : on one side is a two-mile race-course ; the lower 
part is abundantly decorated with large old timber trees ; the upper part is diversified by 
various plantations, and contains several buildings. The conduit and statues which 
formerly adorned the platform of the gardens at Oxhead Hall, are preserved here ; also 
a pyramid upon a base, 45 feet square, in which are the remains of John, Earl of Buck- 
inghamshire, and his two wives. 

Here is one of the finest pieces of Water in the kingdom : its form is that of a crescent, 
and extends about a mile in its greatest length, and about four hundred yards in breadth. 
What renders this lake so uncommonly beautiful is, the noble accompaniment of wood : 
the hills rise from the very edge in varied forms ; in some places they arc steep and 
bold ; in others, they hang in wavinj: lawns, and are so crowned and spread with wood, 
that the whole scene is environed with a dark shade, finely contrasted with the extreme 
brightness of the water. 

The Pleasure Garden, about a railo m circumference, is surrounded on three sides by a 
terrace, commanding a pleasing, though confined landscape, of which the adjacent town 
of Aylsham forms a principal feature. The Green-house is spacious and elegant, and the 
orange trees and other exotics particularly thriving. 
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THE SKAT OF 

LORD WODEHOUSE. 



Kimberley is situated in an extensive and beautiful Park, profusely garnished with a 
multitude of the most venerable oaks in the county. The Park is bounded on the west 
and north sides by a rivulet, which winds its course for about a mile. The declivity of 
the hill on the northern part is a fine lawn, with a serpentine canal at the bottom ; this 
forms a most delightful view from the grand entrance to the House. 

Sir Armine Wodehouse, Bart., to whose taste in the improvements the Park owes its 
present appearance, died in 1777. His son, Sir John, was created a peer, October 26, 
1797, by the title of Lord Wodehouse, of Kimberley, in Norfolk. 

The family of the noble possessor of this Mansion claims great antiquity, and held the 
rank of gentleman as early as the reign of King John. Sir John Wodehouse, a younger 
son, was knighted by Henry IV., and having married the daughter and sole heir of Sir 
Thomas Faslolf, of Kimberley, Knt., inherited this estate, upon which he demolished the 
ancient seat, and built a noble mansion. The circumstance is thus noticed in a curious 
pedigree of the family, in which the arms of all the matches are blazoned in old 
English verse. 

" bring matthtfi to jfastolf '• heir, \t haD 

rnlai gtO ftis rlboto room : 'tteas fir taitjo maDr 
tlir jftmtrD UjaU. aim JTotorr touftin lt)t ftork, 
at tlK rast cno of tfte toton. of morr rrmarh 
Han the oD ow m tht bat. fetyartt long sum.' 

This continued the principal seat of the family till 1659; it was a large quadrangular 
building, with an open court in the centre : falling into decay, it was pulled down by Sir 
Philip Wodehouse. The decay and demolition of this is also described in verse : 

" First fell Queen Elizabeth's brave Lodging Ttuume, 
Then the fair Stately Hall, to ruin came. 
Next fall* the vast great Chamber arch'd on high, 
With golden pendents fretted sumptuously ; 
Yet of four parts, three still remained the* seat 
Unto that beir who first was Baronet ; 
And to his son, till the Long Parliament 
Nobles and Gentry sunk to discontent : 
In which part humour ho lets all the rest 
Of this fair Fabric sink into it's Dust. 
Down falls the Chapel, last the goodly Toure, 
Tho' of Materials so firm and stoure. 
Time scarce unccmcnU them : like dismal Fate, 
Does England suffer both in Church and State ; 
But these may God rebuild and raise again 
By Restauration of our Sovereign." 

The family then removed to the present Mansion, built by Sir John Wodehouse, the 
fourth Baronet, which is a very handsome brick edifice, with offices detached. Very great 
additions and improvements were made by Sir Armine, his son ; in particular, four rooms 
at each angle of the building : it contains several noble apartments, and a very excellent 
Library. A very fine portrait of Vandyke, when young, painted by himself, is preserved 
here; also a pair of necklaces, given by Catharine, Queen of Henry V., to the Lady of 
Sir John Wodehouse, the gallant Knight who distinguished himself at the battle of Agin- 
court; they are very large, all of coral, except every tenth bead, which is wrought gold, 
there being seventy in all, with a cross of gold hanging to them ; also a large hilt of a 
sword, adorned with silver, together with a long knife or poniard, of the same workman- 
ship, considered to be those used by Sir John in the above memorable battle. 

There is still in the family a noble throne, which was erected for the Queen in the grand 
Hall at Kimberley ; it is of crimson velvet, richly embroidered with gold, having on it the 
arms and quartering* of Wodehouse, with the supporters, very curiously worked ; above 
are the same arms, impaling Corbet. 
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Tux survey of this truly sumptuous pile fills the mind with every thing that magnificence 
can inspire, and excites strong images of the power, wealth, and grandeur of the illus- 
trious builder, Sir Robert Walpole ; it was erected during the time he was Prime 
Minister. The original designs were furnished by Colin Campbell, the author of 
" Vitruvius Britannicus ;" but the Mansion was erected by Thomas Ripley, an 
architect who, from having been patronized by the ministry, fell under the lash of that 
severe satirist, Pope : he very much improved the designs for Houghton ; and, in the 
execution, was superior even to the Earl of Burlington himself, in the opinion of modern 
critics. It was commenced in 1722, and finished in 1735, as an inscription, over the 
entrance, at the south end acquaints us :— " Roberto* Walpole has aides : akno s. 
m. r>.cc. xx ii. ikchoavit; anno m.d.cc.xxxv. perpicit." 

The principal front, a view of which we have given, is towards the west. The centre, 
or main building, is quadrangular, and is 166 feet square. The basement story is rustic, 
this is ascended by a double flight of steps, with a balustrade. The wings, containing 
the offices, are connected with the main body of the edifice by a Tuscan colonnade ; and 
the extent of the whole front, is 4H0 feet. 

The great Hall, a cube of forty feet, is certainly a very noble room ; the ornaments of 
the ceiling arc by Altari, as also the frieze, in which are bas-reliefs of Sir R. Walpole, 
and Catharine, his first lady ; and Robert, Lord Walpole, their eldest son; and Margaret 
Rolle, his lady : over the chimney, a bust of the Earl of Orford, by Rysbrack : opposite 
is an exceeding fine cast of the Laocoon, in brouze, by Girardon ; the figures over the 
great door, and over the lesser doors, are by Rysbrack; round the Hall are numerous 
busts of the heroes of antiquity, real and fabulous. The great Staircase is painted in 
chiaro obscure, by Kent ; in the middle, four Doric columns support a fine cast in bronze 
of the Gladiator, by Jo An of Boulogne, a present from Thomas Karl of Pembroke, to Sir 
Robert Walpole. From the Hall, we enter the Saloon, 40 feet long, 30 feet wide, and 
40 feet in height. Here is a whole-length portrait of the Empress of Russia, by Bramp- 
ton ; also (Edipus Colonus, Castor and Pollux, and Philocteles. 

The Drawing-Room is 30 feet long by 21 feet wide; the ceiling is taken from one 
that was in the Dining-Room at the old House, built by Sir Edward Walpole, grand- 
father to Sir Robert : over the chimney, the Holy Family, also portraits of the Cholmon- 
deley family and Sir John. 

The blue damask Bcd-Chamber is hung with tapestry, and contains a portrait of Lady 
Malpas, daughter of Sir Robert Walpole, by whom the estate descended to the Cholmon- 
dek-y family. 

The Library, 224 feet by 21^ : over the chimney, is a whole-length of George I., in 
his coronation robes, by Sir Godfrey Kntller: this is the only picture for which that 
monarch ever sat in England. 

The Dining-Parlour is ornamented with some fine pear-tree carving by Grinling Gib- 
bons, and a portrait of that artist by Sir G. Kneller — it is a master-piece ; also portraits 
of King William, Locke, and Carreras, a Spanish poet, by the same hand. 

The suite of apartments on the other side of the saloon, coosist of— 

The Carlo-Maratt Room, 30 feet by 21 feet : the pictures are, the Holy Family, by 
A Del Sarto, a St. Jerome ; and over the chimney, a portrait of Lady Cholmondeley. 
The velvet Red-Chamber : the bed is of green velvet, richly embroidered with gold ; the 
hangings, of tapestry, represent the loves of Venus and Adonis, after Albano. A room, 
called the Cabinet, leads to the Marble Parlour; one entire side of which is marble, with 
alcoves for sideboards : over the chimney is an alto-relievo, by Rysbrack, after the 
antique. 

The Plantations that surround this princely edifice are laid out to give the greatest 
possible effect, for they are so disposed as to appear one beyond another, in different 
shades, to a great extent. In the road from Syderstone, they appear, it is thought, to 
the greatest advantage. 
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Thitrsford is situated four miles and a half from Great Walsingham, and 
twenty-six miles from the city of Norwich, in the Hundred of North Greenhoe, 
in the northern part of the county. The House bears marks of great antiquity 
in its appearance, and was most probably erected during the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth. 

The long embattled front has its uniformity judiciously broken by three large 
projecting bay windows to the height of two stories ; the intervening Bpace is 
also occupied by mullioned windows, apparently of that early period. Many 
alterations have been made by the successive owners. The Porch, with its 
columns, pediments, and circular arch of entrance, is of more modern character ; 
the large piers, surmounted with balls at the gate of the office-court, are 
probably of the same date. The whole presents a venerable and picturesque 
appearance, and the grounds have been adapted to our improved ideas of taste 
in landscape scenery. The place seems to take its name from its ford, or pass 
over the water of Thur, on which it stands. In Domesday- book it is written 
Turesford, and was considered a wick or village to Great Snoring. It was then 
the king's manor, and Godric was his steward of it, but Ketcl was lord of the 
manor previous, and was deprived at the Conquest. After this it was held by 
the family of Burgolion, and in the reign of Queen Elizabeth it was possessed 
by the Hay don a of Baconsthorpe, in this county. In the reign of Charles H. it 
was the residence of Thomas Guybon, Esq., originally of Lynn, whose son, Sir 
Thomas Guybon, Knt. died here in 166*6. The last of this family who possessed 
this seat was Francis Guybon, Esq. ; after whose decease, in 1704, the estate 
was sold in 1753 by his descendants to George Chad, Esq., Recorder of Lynn, 
who retired here from the arduous duties of his profession. He was created a 
Baronet, July 21, \79\, and resigned the office of Recorder of Lynn, which he 
had long honourably enjoyed, together with other important situations he held in 
the county in 1792. He was twice married : by his first wife, Sarah, daughter 
of John Rowls, Esq. of Kingston, in Surrey, he had three sons and two 
daughters ; she dying in 1 786, he married Mary, only daughter of Richard 
Fletcher of Richmond, Surrey ; but by his last lady he had no children. He 
died at this seat in his 85th year, November 24, 1815, and is succeeded in his 
title by his second son, Sir Charles Chard, the present Baronet ; his eldest son, 
Robert-John, having died near Florence in the year 1793, is buried at 
Leghorn. 

The Parish Church is dedicated to Saint Andrew ; it has a venerable tower, 
and in the chancel is a handsome monument to the Guybon family, formerly 
possessors of this seat. 
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Thk family of Bedingfeld takes its name from a town in Suffolk given to their 
Norman ancestor Ogerus de Pugeys, who came into England with the Con- 
queror. They obtained the estate at Oxburgh by the marriage of Sir Edmund 
Bedingfeld, Knight, with Margaret, sister and co-heiress of Robert de Tuddcn- 
ham, in the time of Henry V. Their grandson Edmund obtained a license or 
grant from King Edward IV. July 3d, a.d. 1483, to build a Hall at Oxburgh, 
with towers, battlements, &c. " jtlorr tfastdU." Tlie building surrounded 
a quadrangle 1 18 feet long, 92 broad, encompassed with a moat. A ground 
plan, taken in 1/74, by the Rev. Mr. Homfray, is engraved in " The Architec- 
tural Antiquities." It is built of brick ; the moat is crossed by a bridge leading 
to the most interesting portion, tlie grand entrance Tower Gateway, seen in 
our Engraving, which remains nearly in its original state ; the Towers are 
eighty feet high, of a truly majestic appearance ; the battlements are peculiar, 
and in tlie centre of the pediments are the bases of two chimneys. In the 
Tower, on the right hand oi the entrance, is a spiral staircase of brick, leading 
to the top ; it is lighted by small quatrefoil apertures. The other Tower is 
divided into four stories, three of which have groined brick ceilings with pro- 
jecting ribs. The Chamber in the centre, and over the entrance, is spacious, 
having a large mullioned window to the north, and two bay windows to the 
south, looking into the court ; it is curiously paved with small fine bricks, and 
the walls are hung with tapestry representing many figures in the costume of 
the age of Henry VII. Sir Edmund Bedingfeld, who had been created a Knight 
of the Bath at the coronation of Richard ifl. was also highly in favour with his 
successor, Henry VII., who is said to have visited Oxburgh Hall, and to have 
slept in this room, which is now called from that circumstance the King's 
Chamber ; the tapestry with which the walls are covered, is remarkable, and is 
considered an heir-loom, being mentioned in many of the old family wills. In 
a turret projecting from the East Tower is a small closet in the solid wall, mea- 
suring 6 feet by 5, and 7 feet high, entered by a trap-door concealed . in the 
pavement. Lady Bedingfeld, in her communication upon this subject, con- 
ceives "this hiding place to have been formed during the persecution of 
Catholic priests, as many such places of concealment are to be found in old 
Catholic mansions." 

In the Library is a manuscript containing " Meditations on the Passion of 
our Saviour," written by Sir Henry Bedingfeld, Knight, while a prisoner in 
the Tower, where he was confined a year and three quarters, and his estates 
sequestered for 47,194/. 18s. 8c/. for his adherence to the cause of Charles I. in 
the civil war. 

The Moat by which the Mansion is Btill surrounded, is about 62 feet broad 
and 10 deep, and is supplied with water from an adjacent rivulet. 

The Hall contains a collection of ancient armour, and there are preserved 
some ancient portraits, and other pictures by old masters j among which are — 

Mary Queen of Scot*— Jadfte Lytlelton— The Earl of Arundel and his Conntma, Ymdyck — Two 
Large Landscapes, Paul tiriU — Two ditto, Gtirpar I'oiwim — Secretary Cromwell, Holbein — A Cascade, 
Wy»rf«W— Two Lam]ftcap<'H, with Hnrscs nml Knurrs, If iwrrnutu Sir Thnrtiitt Greshuo, Zucchtto — 
Christ holding a Globe, Satartf Ami— AUo Portraits or, William De la Pole, Duke of Suffolk; 
Henry, Earl o/Sprrey ; Sir Anthony Denny ; Kit* Edward IV. ; King Henry VII. when youog, Ste. 
fcc.-U the church are serenl ancient monuments of the family of ik-dingfcld. 
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RtDDLRswoiiTii is six miles south-east from the town of Thetford. It stands in a plea- 
sant park, in a fine sporting country. The House, though not large, is constructed upon 
a plan that admits every requisite, to render a country residence agreeable ; the rooms are 
both airy and convenient. An ancient mansion of the Drurys was taken down by 
Sylvanns Bevan, Esq., who erected the present building, and expended a considerable 
sum in the improvement of the estate, of whom the whole was purchased by the present 
proprietor. 

The Manor of Riddlesworlh, at the Confessor's survey, belonged to Orgax, a freeman, 
and at William the Conqueror's, to Humphrey, the son of Alberic. In Domesday Boke, 
it is called Redtlffuordn, or the village abounding with reeds, according to Bloraefield, 
the historian of the county. It afterwards became the Lordship of Ralf Peverel, and was 
held at the fourth part of a fee of the Honor of Peverel. In 1255, Jeffrey Tregoz held 
it of the King, of whom Peter de Mealings, of Burston, held it by knight's service, and 
settled it on Henry dc Bathon, from which family it went by marriage to John de Bohun, 
and from his heiress, Agnes, in 1341. to Roger, son of Roger de Archer. In 1384, Sir 
John Roos possessed the Manor in right of Beatrice his wife, heiress of Roger de Archer. 
Anne, the daughter and co-heiress of Sir John Roos, married Thomas Sackvillc, Esq., 
who in her right possessed the estate. The family of Rookes were finally Lords of the 
Manor from 1456 to 1515, when it was sold to the Waldegravc and Calthorpe families, 
and, by intermarriage, it came to that of Drury. Sir Drue Drury, Knt., third son of 
Sir Robert Drury, of Egerly, married first Elizabeth, the daughter of Sir Philip Cal- 
thorpe, with whom he had a moiety of the Manor. He was Gentleman Usher of the 
Privy Chamber to Queen Elizabeth, and was one of the keepers of Mary Queen of Scots, 
for a short time before she whs beheaded. He built Riddlesworlh Hall, and constantly 
resided here. When Bloniefield wrote his History of Norfolk, this ancient Mansion was 
standing, and contained many family portraits, and other pictures, of which he gives a 
list ; amongst them arc mentioned two particularly worthy of notice. One is described 
as a curious old painting on board, containing the portraits of ten persons, each having 
his arms or cypher over his head, and an inscription at his feet. 

The other picture consisted of a portrait of Sir William Drury, Lord Chief Justice of 
Ireland, by whom hangs an old plan of Edinburgh Castle, and titb armies before it, 
round which is inscribed, " Sir William Drurye, KnL, General of the English, wanne 
Edenburghe Castle, 1573." Upon the picture was also this inscription, " Sir William 
Drurye, Knt., Marshall of Barwicke, Lord Geuerall of this Jorny, and after Lord Presi- 
dent of Minister, and lastly died Lord Justice of Irland, a". 15/9 ;" together with the 
arms and crest of Drury, with fourteen coats, and the arms and names of the following 
persons, all of whom were with the Lord General at the siege : " Mr. Henry Killigrav, 
Ambassador; Sir Geo. Carie, Knt.; Sir Thos. Cecill ; Sir Francis Trusbill, Knt.; Sir 
Henry Lee, Knt.; Mr. Michael Carie; Mr. Henry Carie: Mr. William Knowles; Mr. 
Dieyr ; Mr. Cotton ; Mr. Thos. Sutton ; Mr. Kelwaye ; Sir William Selbye : Mr. Til- 
ney ; Sir William Killcgray :" amongst the family portraits was that of Sir Drue Drurv, 
that built the house, his wife on one side, and upon the other, a lady, daughter of Lovell; 
on the house was painted the arms of Drurv quartering Finch and Waldegrave, impaling 
Derham. In the north aisle of the church is a mural monument to Sir Drue ; he is 
represented in armour, kneeling at a pric dicu, with a Latin inscription: he died at this 
seat, April 29, 1617. Upon the death of his great-grandson. Sir Robert Drury, Bart., 
without issue, April 7, 17)2, Sir William Wuke, Bart., whose mother was a sister of Sir 
Robert Drury, succeeded to the estate, and sold it to Sylvanus Bevan, Esq. 

Blontefield observes, that the family surnamcd de Redclesworth, is very ancient, and 
had a good estate here, and in Gatesihorp, where they were sometime Lords : they bore 
for their coat armour, vert, a bull passant or. 
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The Lodge at Cossey Park stands about two miles from Norwich Turnpike, on the road 
to Lynn. The House is placed in a beautiful valley, the gentle acclivities of which are 
studded with woods and plantation.*, happily disposed, while the winding of the river 
Wensum, at the foot of a delightful lawn, and through meadowe, visible from the rising 
grounds to a gTeat distance, adds considerable interest to the scene. From a tower, 
upon an eminence, is an extensive prospect of the surrounding country ; the city of 
Norwich, very distinctly seen, lies about four miles from Cossey. The local beauty of 
the neighbourhood of this venerable seat was much increased by the tasteful improve- 
ments of the late Sir William Jerningham, Bart., which were conducted upon a grand 
stale. 

The Mansion was erected by Sir Henry Jerningham, Knt., Vice-Chamberlain to Queen 
Mary, and was commenced in the reign of that princess: but from the date of 1564, over the 
porch, it appears not to have been finished until that of Elizabeth. The plan of the edifice 
is that of an half H, with the front towards the east, and projecting wings terminating 
in gables, crowned with low pinnacles : the Porch in the centre is not without decoration, 
but there is none of the exuberance of architectural ornament so frequently introduced 
at that period. Its style has been strictly preserved, and no innovation permitted upon 
its antique front. The Mansion contains several spacious apartments, adomed with 
numerous family Portraits, and others of distinguished characters in English history ; a 
very fine original portrait of Queen Mary the First, and a Cabinet of Miniatures of the 
Family, some originals, and others copies from large paintings, formed by the late Edward 
Jerningham, Esq. There is also a most exquisite original drawing, by Vandyck, of 
Thomas Earl of Arundel, and Alathca his countess, seated under a canopy, with ail their 
children before them. One room contains a library of elegant and well chosen hooks. 

The ancient Hall, now used as a Dining-room, opens upon a Conservatory, upwards of 
ninety feel in length, which extends to the entrance of a splendid Chapel, lutely erected. 
The domestic Chapel was an invariable appendage to Mansions of early dale, and is now 
particularly necessary as a part of the establishment of a Roman Catholic family. It is 
90 feet in length, 35 wide, and 20 feet high ; and in the annexed View, taken from the 
south-east, forms a prominent object. 

The Chapel is btiilt in the pointed style of architecture, with all its appropriate decora- 
tions and members, its mullioned windows, ornamented buttresses, and pinnacle termina- 
tions, derived from pure models ; nor has the customary heraldic embellishment* been 
omitted : in sculptured compart menu, under the battlements, are shields alternately bear- 
ing the arms of Jerningham and Stafford ; also over an entrance on the north-side arc 
some of the family quartering*. Hie interior is arranged in exact conformity to ancient 
custom, all the seats being of oak, ornamented at the ends with carved finiak, and the 
noble windows, twenty in number, filled with very fine old stained glass, collected from 
various monasteries on the Continent, and executed after designs of the German and 
Flemish school. In a series, beneath the windows, are carved in oak the armorial coat 
of Jcrriingham, three arming buckles, impaled with those of the various alliances of this 
illustrious family. The groining of the roof is at once simple and elegjnt. 

The design of this chapel was formed by the correct taste of the late Edward Jerning- 
ham, Esq., the younger brother of his Lordship, a man pre-eminently distinguished tor 
every generous virtue and talent, of heart and head, that can adorn the character of a 
perfect gentleman. 

Through Mary, eldest daughter and heiress of Francis Plowden, Esq., by Mary the 
daughter of the Honourable John Stafford Howard, younger son of William Viscount 
Stafford, beheaded in |r>80, the late Sir William Jerningham inherited the baronial castle, 
with several estates in the counties of Salop and Stafford, belonging to the ancient 
Barony of Stafford. 
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Gunton Hall is beautifully situated on an eminence, within five miles of 
the town of Aylsham, and four miles north-west from North Walsham, 
surrounded by extensive plantations, well laid out. The House, though not 
very large, is in every respect an elegant habitation ; and the Offices erected by 
the late Lord Suffield, under the direction of Mr. Wyat, are said to be superior 
to any in the kingdom. 

Not far from the House stands the Parish Church ; it is adorned with a 
handsome portico, of the Doric order. This Church was rebuilt by Sir William 
Morden Harbord, Bart, j who became heir to the estate in 1/42, upon the 
death of Harbord Harbord, Esq., who was descended from an ancient family 
of that name settled at Gunton. 

Sir William Morden Harbord was a representative in Parliament for Bere- 
AUton, county of Devon. In 1744, he was elected one of the Knights 
Companions of the most honourable Order of the Bath, and installed the 
month of October following. On March 22, 1/45, he was created a Baronet 
of Great Britain ; in which title he was succeeded by his son, Sir Harbord 
Harbord, Bart., who was elevated to the Peerage, August 8th, 1/86, as 
Lord Suffield, of Suffield, in this county, a village situated in the same 
hundred ; that is, South Erpingham, and in the immediate vicinity of Gunton. 
His Lordship married Mary, daughter and co-heir of Sir Ralph Awsheton, Bart. ; 
and, dying in 1810, was succeeded in his titles and estates by his son, William 
Assheton Harbord, Lord Suffield. 

The parochial Church, at Thorpe Market, within one mile of Guuton, was 
rebuilt by the late Lord Suffield. In it, Mr. Wood, the architect, has combined 
simplicity with elegance. It is built of flint and freestone : at each of the four 
corners is a turret, and the points of the gables are terminated by a stone cross ; 
the interior displays a considerable degree of taste, consisting of a single aisle. 
The windows arc ornamented with painted glass. 
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Woltbrton Hall, near Cromer, was built by Horatio, Lord Walpole, under 
the direction of Ripley, the architect, in 1730: the centre is surmounted by 
a pediment, containing the arms and supporters of his Lordship ; the basement 
story is rustic. From the Offices being concealed under ground, the House 
does not make an appearance corresponding to its real magnitude : it is in 
every respect a commodious mansion, extending in front 100 feet, and 75 feet 
in depth ; the principal floor may be termed magnificent. The Saloon, 30 
feet square, is hung with tapestry, the sofas and chairs are also covered with 
richly-wrought needlework ; the subjects arc taken from the Fables of /Esop, 
admirably executed. The Hall is a spacious and noble apartment, its dimen- 
sions are 50 feet by 27- The Dining-room, measuring 30 feet by 27, contains 
a fine picture of King Charles. The Dressing-room, 21 feet by 11, is hung 
with tapestry of lively and spirited colours ; another Dressing-room is 21 feet 
by 18. The Drawing-room is 25 feet long and 21 feet wide, also hung w ith 
tapestry, very fine: the pier-glasses, throughout the house, are large and 
handsome. 

From the south-east front of the Mansion, the view is beautiful over the 
Park, which is adorned with some very fine plantations, and a piece of water 
fourteen acres in extent : the distant woods of Blickling bound the prospects. 
Upon thinning the woods of Woltcrton, some years ago, was cut down a 
Spanish chesnut, which had been transplanted in 1/24, and measured, upon an 
average, 44 cubic feet ; one of the same age measured "4 feet. 

This ancient family derives its name from Walpole St. Peter's, in the county 
of Norfolk, where its progenitors were settled even before the Norman 
Conquest. The title of Earl of Orford, which had been granted to that cele- 
brated statesman, Sir Robert Walpole, in 1"42, became extinct in l/97> on the 
death of Horace, Lord Orford, a nobleman distinguished for his refined taste, 
politeness, and ingenuity. The title was then revived in the person of 
Horatio, Lord Walpole, of Woltcrton, who was created Earl of Orford, 
April 1, 1808. 
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Quiddenham is a large and noble Mansion, principally composed of brick : the Park 
Front, shewn in our View, consists of five divisions ; the two wings project with a gentle 
curve, the centre recedes, the lower part of which is brought parallel with the rest of the 
front by a Doric stone portico, surmounted with balustrades. The Garden Front, shewn 
also in the Engraving, consists of a centre, with four columns of the Ionic order, sup- 
porting an entablature and pediment ; at the extremity of the wings are two corresponding 
pilasters. The House is situated about three miles and a half from Uuckenham, in the 
hundred of Giltcross. The estate, since it has been in the possession of the present noble 
family, has been very greatly improved in value. 

Blomfield, in his History of Norfolk, considers its original name to have been Guiden- 
ham, Villa Outdonis ; but has not explained who Guido or Guy, that held it, was. 
The Manor belonged to William de Quiddenham, in the reign of Heury 11., Adam de 
Quiddenham, his son, who succeeded him, granted divers lands, to be held by the service 
of four annual suits at his manorial courts here. 

About the year 1500, the whole became the property of Sir Edmund Bedingfeld, 
Knight of the Bath, in right of Margaret, the daughter and heiress of Sir Robert 
Tudenharn, Knt. ; he left the estate to Peter Bedingfeld, Esq., his fourth son, whose 
grandson, Humphrey, sold the property, in 157*2, to John Holland, Esq., of Wort- 
well Hall, in this county, a descendant of John, the third son of Brian Holland, Esq , 
of Denton House, in Lancashire. 

John Holland, Esq., who purchased Quiddenham and Bokenham Park, is commended 
as an ingenious painter, in a book called " The excellent Art of Painting," p. 20 ; he 
was living in 1586, and, by Mary, the daughter of Sir Edmund Wyndham, Knt., of 
Fclbrigge, he had Sir Thomas Holland, who was knighted by King James, at Greenwich, 
24th May, 1628 ; he married Mary, the daughter of Sir Thomas Knivct, Knt., of Ashwell 
Thorp, and died 25th February, 1629, leaving a son, John, who was created a Baronet by 
King Charles I., 15th June, 16*29. Sir John Holland married Alathea, the only daughter 
and heiress of John Panton, Esq., of Denbighshire, widow of William, fourth Lord Sandys, 
of the Vine, by whom he had a son, Thomas, who died before his father, in 1698, leaving 
a son, who, upon his grandfather's death, in 1700, succeeded to the title. Sir John 
Holland, the second Baronet, married Rebecca, the youngest daughter of Wm. Paston, 
Earl of Yarmouth, and left a son, Sir William Holland, the third and last Baronet of this 
family ; after whose death, without issue, the estate devolved upon his two sisters, Isabella 
Diana and Charlotte, who sold it to Mr. Bristol, a merchant, of whom the whole was 
purchased by George, third Earl of Albemarle, in 1762. 

The family of Keppel is descended from a noble House in Guelderland, resident at a 
Castle, near Oldysscl. Arnold Joost van Keppel, Lord of Voorst, accompanied King 
William III. to England in the year 1688, as page of honour, and attending his Majesty 
in several campaigns, wherein he distinguished himself by his courage and fidelity ; he 
was created, 10th February, 1696, Baron A-hford, Viscount Bury, and Earl of Albemarle, 
in Normandy, a title formerly borne by the Princes of the House of Plantagcnct. 

His Majesty presented him with his fine seat at Loo, in Holland; and his Lordship 
was elected a Knight of the Garter, 14th May, 1700. After the death of King William, 
the Earl of Albemarle was entrusted with offices of dignity by Queen Anne and George I., 
and died at the Hague, 30th May, 1718. His son, William Anne, second Earl of Albe- 
marle, also filled many public stations, both civil and military, and died when Ambassador 
at Paris, 22d December, 1754; George, third Earl of Albemarle, was Commander-in- 
chief at the reduction of the Havannah in 1762, and was installed a Knight of the Garter 
in 1771 ; he died 13th October, 1772, eet. forty-eight, and was buried at Quiddenhnm. 
His youngest brother was Admiral Augustus Viscount Keppel, so created in 178'.\ who 
was the early friend of Sir Joshua Reynolds ; he died in 1786. 

His Lordship was succeeded in his title and estates by his only son/William Charles, 

the present Earl of Albemarle. Arms, Gules, three escallop shells, argent. 
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TUK SKAT OV 

LORD W ALSINGH A M. 



This ancient Mansion, above twenty miles nearly west from the city of Nor- 
wich, stands in a small but interesting park, diversified with clumps and 
plantations. 

The Manor is situated in the hundred of Wayland; and, in ancient deeds 
and charters, has borne the various names of Merctuna, Martin, or Merton, 
which may be derived from some meer or large standing water within its bounds, 
and of which the nature and appearance of the ground east of the mansion, and 
south of where the church stands, seems to bear evidence. In the time of 
Edward the Confessor, it belonged to Ailid ; but, at the Conquest, it fell to the 
Conqueror, who gave it to Ralph Baynard, a Norman, who accompanied him in 
his expedition. Sir Thomas dc Grey, Knight, married Isabel, daughter and 
co-heir of Fulk Baynard, Esq. ; and, upon the partition of her father's lands, 
she having Merton allotted to her, Sir Thomas de Grey came and settled at the 
ancient seat of the Baynards ; and, in 133/, they settled the manor of Merton, 
&c. on themselves in tail, Merton manor being then held by Katherinc, widow 
of Fnlk Baynard, in dower. It has ever since been the principal residence of 
this family. 

Thomas Grey, clerk, held the manor of Merton and the whole estate of the 
Greys in Norfolk, and died possessed thereof before the year 1404- From him 
was descended, by a series of honourable alliances, the late Lord Walsingham, 
son of William, the first peer, who was born at Merton, July 7> 1719, and was 
educated at Cambridge, where he applied himself to the study of the laws, and 
afterwards became so eminent in his profession, as to be appointed one of his 
Majesty's Counsel, Jan. 30, 1758} was made Solicitor-General, Dec. 16, 1764 ; 
Attorney General, Aug. 6, 1766; had the honour of knighthood conferred upon 
him, and was constituted Lord Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, 
Jan. 26, 1771 5 and was created Lord Walsingham, Baron of Walsingham, in 
the county of Norfolk, by letters patent, bearing date October 17, 1780- His 
Lordship was married in the chapel belonging to Somerset House, on 
November 12, 1743, to Mary, daughter of William Cowper, Esq. of The Park, 
near Hertford, and first cousin to William Cowper, the poet. His Lordship 
died May 9, 1781, and was buried at Merton, being succeeded in his title and 
estate by the late noble and distinguished proprietor of Merton Hall, who died 
the 16th of January, 1818. 

The Parish Church, at all times an interesting object, stands upon a rising 
piece of ground, at a short distance from the Mansion to the north-east : it 
contains several ancient memorials of the family of de Grey, and is their 
present burial-place. 

3-i 4 



Digitized by Google 




Digitized by Google 



%Bc*t acre, JiHgb P?ou*e, Nortoltt : 



THE SBAT OF 

ANTHONY HAMOND, ESQ. 



This Mansion derives its name of High House, from the circumstance of its 
being situated on some of the highest ground in the county of Norfolk : it is 
distant six miles and a half north from the market town of Swaffham, twelve 
miles east from Lynn, and is thirty-one miles west of the city of Norwich. 
Two miles south of the house, in the valley, lies the village of West Acre, 
through which the river Nar winds its course, and was formerly navigable at 
this place ; hence it runs to Narborough, where it now becomes navigable, 
and thence passing Pentney and Scetchy bridge, falls into the Ouse at Lynn. 

The country around High House is open on every side, affording the greatest 
advantage to the enjoyment of field sports, particularly those of coursing 
and partridge shooting, and the ancient amusement of hawking is here still 
kept up. 

The Mansion is a handsome uniform building on the Italian plan. The Park 
and grounds in the immediate vicinity are adorned with shrubberies and plan- 
tations well imagined, and the venison from the Park is much esteemed. 

In the reign of William Rufus, a Priory was founded at West Acre, by Ralph 
dc Tony, for Canons of the Order of St. Augustin, the remains of which are 
still standing ; this, at the suppression, was valued at three hundred and eight 
pounds, nineteen shillings, and eleven pence halfpenny. 

In tbe time of King Charles the Second, West Acre was the residence 
of Sir E. Barkham, who was created a Baronet by that Monarch, July 21, 1661. 

Sir Edward gave to this parish its communion plate, and the same to the 
adjoining parishes of South Acre and Castle Acre. 
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TUB SBATOr 

THE REVEREND GEORGE PRESTON. 



Tub Manor of Stanfield, in the Hundred of Launditcb, at the Conquest fell 
into the hands of Earl Warren, and afterwards was in the possession of the 
Bigods. In 1249, the Prior of Wymondham, in consideration of divers bene- 
factions to the Priory, granted leaTe to Sir Richard Curzon to have a chapel 
and chaplain to his house at Stanfield ; and it seems that the manor was not a 
part of Wymondham, but expressly excepted. In 1460, it belonged to the 
Applcyards ; in 1516, to the Flowerdcws. In the year 1642, the estate was 
purchased by Sir Thomas Richardson, who became Lord Chief Justice of the 
Common Pleas, and Baron of Cramond, in Scotland, In 1735, Wm. Jermyn, 
Esq. of Bayfield, in Norfolk, married the Honourable Miss E. Richardson, the 
only surviving sister of the last Lord Cramond, and became the possessor of 
the estate. After the death of his wife, he married a second time, to Frances, 
daughter of Jacob Preston Esq. of Beeston St. Lawrence, and dying without 
issue by cither of his wives, the estate fell to the Prestons, of Beeston, of which 
family the present proprietor is the representative. 

The common ancestor of the Prestons, of Norfolk, who lived in the reign of 
King Charles I., and who shewed great attachment to the person of that 
monarch, even to his death, lies buried at Buckenham, in this county. The 
family have resided for several generations at Beeston ; and one received from 
King William the honour of knighthood. 

The Mansion, which early received the name of Stanfield Hall, is partly the 
remain b of the house inhabited by the Flowerdews in the reign of Queen 
Elizabeth ; and the present owner, in a most judicious manner, has preserved 
the peculiar character of that period in his additions. The porch at the 
entrance exhibits the arms of the family ; the large windows divided by mul- 
lions, and the clustered chimneys with the spiral ornaments to the gables, give 
a correct representation of the architecture of that early time : our engraving 
represents an east-south-east view of the building ; the interior contains various 
specimens of architecture, from the plain groined to the most florid style, the 
whole of which is executed in composition imitative of stone, and was the work 
of Mr. Wilkins, of Norwich. 

The house is surrounded by a moat, and stands in the midst of a cheerful 
and well-sheltered lawn ; the situation is considered the highest in the county 
of Norfolk. 
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TUB SEAT OF 

GEORGE JOHN EARL SPENCER, 

K»G*) Ate. 



Althorp Park is situated in the parish of Brington, about five miles north-west of 
Northampton. The first of the two Views of this mansion represents the east front, bcintj 
the principal entrance ; the second shows the south-west aspect, and the situation of the 
library, taking up nearly the whole of two of the angles on the ground-floor. 

In the reign of Henry VII. Althorp was in the possession of John Catesby, second son 
of John Catesby of Legers Ashby, Esii. who sold it to John Spencer, Esq. which John 
levied a fine of it in the 24th year of the same reign. This gentleman, who was afterwards 
knighted by Henry VIII. was the son of William Spencer, Esq. of Wormleightnn, in 
Warwickshire, descended from a younger branch of the Despencers, anciently Earls of 
Gloucester and Winchester ; the head of which family was lvo, Viscount Constantine, 
who married Emma, sister to Alan, Earl of Brittany, before the Conquest. 

The estate has continued, uninterrupted, in the Spencer family, from the reign of 
Henry VII. Robert Lord Spencer was succeeded, in 1627, by his son William, and he, 
in 1637, by his son Henry, created Earl of Sunderland, after the battle of Edge Hill, in 
1642, and slain at the battle of Newbury, in the same year. 

Mr. Bray, in his " Tour into Derbyshire and Yorkshire," (2d edition, 1783,) states— 
" About five miles to the west of the town (Northampton) is Althorp, an old seat of the 
Spencers (now Earls,) built in the shape of a half H. It stands low, and in the approach 
you go through, and cross, those straight avenues of trees, which were once deemed the 
line of beauty. The rooms are not large, except the library and gallery, the latter of 
which is 138 feet by 20. In this is a collection of portraits, hardly, perhaps, exceeded 
by any in the kingdom, not only in point of number, but of beauty. The famous beauties 
of Hampton Court are far short of those which the pencils of Cornelius Janssen, Vandyck, 
Lely, Kncller, &c, have placed here. A small piece of Henry VIII. by Holbein, (in this 
gallery,) a small round portrait of that master by himself, (tn the picture closet,) and a 
boy blowing a lighted brand, are reckoned of very great value." 

Althorp House was built by the Earl of Sunderland, in 1688. It is remarked by Mr. 
Dibdin, "There is neither colonnade, nor vestibule, nor terrace, nor fountain, nor lake, as 
vou approach the mansion : nor studied grandeur of architectural decoration, as you enter 
it ; but comfort, order, peace, unanimity, good management, choice society, and splendid 
cheer. — These are the interior attractions which supply the place of silken hangings, 
Gobelin tapestries, gilt balustrades, and all the pomp and circumstance of elaborate and 
overwhelming furniture." 

The number of volumes at Althorp is computed at about forty-five thousand. 

We are happy in having it in our power to present our Subscribers with the following 
Catalogue of the splendid Collection of Pictures at Althorp. 
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gUclton lilacs Nflrtftamptonofurc; 

THE SEAT OF 

JOHN PLOMER CLARKE, ESQ. 



This spot has many natural advantages, and has been improved exceedingly by 
the good taste of its last, but more particularly by that of its present, possessor. 
It is situated in one of the most eligible parts of the proverbially pleasant 
county of Northampton, and was selected for the site of a Mansion about the 
middle of the last century, by Joseph Clarke, Esq. ; to him and his brother 
RSchard, succeeded John Plomer, Esq., their nephew, who assumed the name 
and arms of Clarke in 1/75, and having made considerable improvements, 
closed a life of great and general utility in 1806, and was succeeded by his 
eldest son, John Plomer Clarke, Esq., the present possessor, who married the 
eldest daughter of the late Sir John Nclthorpc, Bart., of Scawby, in the county 
of Lincoln. By the present possessor very tasteful improvements have been 
made ; he has enlarged the building, extended the Plantations and Shrubberies, 
and formed a new approach to the House, by means of a road through several 
pastures, now thrown together, and planted in a park-like style. The Mansion 
i« built of a remarkably hard stone, of a pleasing grey tint, found near the spot, 
and contains many excellent apartments, adorned with some good paintings. 

It is situated on the south side of, and half-way down, a bold, abrupt hill, on 
a terrace commanding a most delightful prospect of the town of Davcntry, two 
miles distant, which, with the adjacent country, forms a most delightful land- 
scape. The hill rising immediately from the back of the House, planted with 
forest trees, and shrubs of all sorts, sheltering it from the north, conceals a 
large and excellent Kitchen-Garden, Orchard, and Nursery-Ground, surrounded 
by very picturesque and sequestered walks. A steep sloping lawn, upon the 
principal front, is terminated by a broad sheet of water, whose boundaries are 
well concealed and fringed with shrubs. Not far from the House a very fine 
spring of water rises, in a curious ancient vaulted cave of hewn-stone and good 
masonry; it is called Mickle Well, perhaps from its never-failing abundance, 
and flows through several fish-ponds, falling at length into the water before 
mentioned. One of these ponds, which is made to assume the form of a small 
meandering rivulet, is seen in the annexed view, as is also part of the large 
sheet of water in front of the House. On the same hill with Mickle Well, two 
other springs also rise ; the one of pure soft water, which by means of pipes 
supplies the Mansion, the other a strong chalybeate. 

The Church, (the tower of which, containing a set of well-toned bells, is seen 
over the centre of the House,) is dedicated to St. Martin, and is a venerable 
edifice, built of a red stone, early in the second period of the pointed style. 
The windows, however, are none of them primaeval, but have been constructed 
in the last, or perpendicular period of the before-named architecture. The 
number of inhabitants of the parish was, in 181 1, 56/. The vicarage is but 
of moderate annual value. 

Near the House, skeletons, Roman earthen urns, copper coins, glass, green, 
and wooden beads, have been dug up, and are now in possession of Mr. Clarke. 
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apcttjotJpc ffcall, Xortfjamj)ton0.jtrc ; 

THE SEAT OF 
THE RIGHT HON. JOHN FANE, 

EARL OF WESTMORELAND, K G. 



Apethorpb Hall is a noble structure of tbe Elizabethan period, preserved in its 
original form, situated about six miles north-west of Oundle, in the Hundred of 
Willybrook. The building, of which the engraving represents the principal front, 
was erected by Sir Walter Mildmay, fourth son of Sir Thomas Mildmay, of Chelms- 
tord, which Sir Walter was Chancellor of the Exchequer, and a member of tbe Privy 
Council, to Queen Elizabeth, and having acquired an ample fortune, purchased 
Apethorpe, and several considerable estates in other parts of the kingdom, particu- 
larly Danbury, in Essex. He also built Emmanuel College, Cambridge, in 15B4. 
the first Protestant Collegiate foundation, and endowed it with several livings of 
p eat value, having obtained a license or charter of incorporation from Queen Eliza- 
h.-tb. Fuller tells us, that the founder coming to court, the queen told him, " Sir 
Walter, I hear you have erected a Puritan foundation." " No, Madam," saith he, 
" far be it from me to countenance any thing contrary to your established laws ; but 
I bave set an acorn, which, when it becomes ax oak, God alone knows what will be 
the fruit thereof." He had so much of the Puritan about him, however, as to make 
the College Chapel stand north and south, instead of east and west. After retaining 
the office of Chancellor of the Exchequer for twenty-three years, he died, 31st of 
May, 1589, and was buried in the chancel of the church of St Bartholomew the 
<ireat, in London, where a handsome monument was erected to his memory. Sir 
Walter Mildmay married Mary, the sister of Sir Francis Walsingham, Secretary of 
State to Queen Elizabeth, and by her had two sons, Sir Anthony Mildmay, of Ape- 
thorpe Hall, and Sir Humphrey Mildmay, of Danbury, in Essex, and three daugh- 
ters ; Winifred married to William Fitzwilliam, Esq., of Gains Park, in Essex, an 
ancestor of the present Earl Fitzwilliam, Martha to William Hrounker, Esq., and 
Christian, married first to Charles Barret, Esq., of Aveley, in Essex, and secondly, 
to Sir John Leveson, of Kent. 

On the accession of James VI. of Scotland to the crown of England, his Majesty 
visited Apethorpe Hall, on his journey to London, the particulars of which are thus 
related in Stowe's Chronicle, p. 821. " The 27th of Aprill, the king removed from 
Burleigh towardes Hinchingbrooke, to Sir Oliver Cromwells, and, in the way, hee 
dined at Sir Anthony Mildmays, where nothing wanted in a subjects dutie to his 
soveraigne. Dinner and banquet being past, and bis Majcstie at point to depart. 
Sir Anthony presented him with a gallant Barbary horse, a rich saddle, and furniture 
sutenble, which his Highnesse thankefully accepted." It is also said that King 
James first noticed George Villiers, afterwards Duke of Buckingham, at this seat. 

Sir Anthony Mildmay married Grace, daughter of William Sheringham, Esq., 
and by her had issue Mary, an only daughter and heiress, on whom was settled the 
estate of Apethorpe; she married Francis Fane, Earl of Westmoreland and Lord 
Burghersh, so created 2Mb Dec. 1024, and had by his Lordship seven sons and six 
daughters ; Mildmay Fane, the eldest son, became second Earl of Westmoreland, 
and in his descendants the honors of the family continued until the death of John, 
M'venthEarl of Westmoreland, in 1702, without issue male, when the titles devolved 
upon Thomas, the next heir male, descendant of Sir Francis Fane, second surviv- 
ing son of Francis, first Earl of Westmoreland, by Mary, sole daughter and heiress 
of Sir Anthony Mildmay, of Apethorpe Hall. 

Thomas, eighth Earl of Westmoreland, married Elizabeth, daughter of William 
Swymmcr, Esq., of Hristol, and by her bad two sons and two daughters; bis Lord- 
."hi|> died, 16th Nov. 1771, and was succeeded by his eldest son, John, ninth Earl 
ot Westmoreland, who married Augusta, daughter of Lord Montagu Bertie, son of 
Botx-rt, Duke of Ancaster, by whom he had John, the present and tenth Earl of 
Westmoreland, Knight of the Garter, Ac. ; bis Lordship married, first, Sarah Anne, 
only daughter and heiress of Robert Child, Esq., of Osterley Park, in Middlesex, 
;jud by her, who died Nov. 9th, 1793, has issue, 1, John, Lord Burghersh; 2. Sarah 
Sophia, who married George Villiers, Earl of Jersey, and inherited the Osterley 
Park Estate by will of her grandfather. 
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LATE THE SEAT OP 

ROBERT ANDREW, ESQ. 



This pleading and interesting mansion is situated on a gentle rise in a well- 
wooded park, adjoining the village, and in the parish of Harlestone ; the well- 
stocked canal, partly overhung by the luxuriant and spreading branches of the 
oak, extending itself in front of the house, is crossed by a classical bridge of 
seven arches, which leads to the principal entrance from the park. 

The view is taken from the opposite banks of the canal, shewing the boat- 
house. The water here is of sufficient expanse to admit of aquatic parties, and 
affords a pleasing diversity to the amusements of a retired country residence. 

The park is principally enclosed by a very high wall, built with materials 
procured from the neighbouring stone quarries. 

At the general survey in the time of William the Conqueror, the Earl of 
Morton, or Mortaigne, had half a bovate of land in Hcrolveston, (so called in 
Domesday Book ;) it had before the Conquest been the freehold of Leuric and 
Orgar ; Edric also had possessed it, and it then lay waste. In the time of 
Henry III. Roger de Lomely held lands here ; and the 9th of Edward II. Kogcr 
de Lomely was Lord of Herlcston. Kichard Lumlcy, a descendant from him, 
died 39th Henry VI., seized of this manor, which he held of the widow of Sir 
Humphrey Stafford, of Grafton, Knight, by the service of one Knight's fee, and 
suit of court at Dodford. John Lumlcy, his grandson, sold the estate to 
Thomas Andrewe, Esq. 

In the 15th of Henry VH., a fine was levied of the manor of Harlestone with 
divers lands and tenements, between Thomas Andrewe and Thomas Knight 
Clerk, demandants, and John Lumley of Harlestone, and Alice his wife, defor- 
cients, to the use of the said Thomas Andrewe, who gave the manor to Richard 
Andrewe, his eldest son by his second wife, whose son, Richard, succeeded him 
31st of Henry VIII.; he added to the eBtate certain rents belonging to the con- 
vent of Sewardesley, and left it, 6th of Philip and Mary, to Robert, bis eldest 
son, to whose memory there is a tablet in Harleston church. He dying &ith 
January, 1603, the manor, with a considerable estate, descended to Thomas 
Andrew, Esq.: and in 1650, at his death, it was transmitted to Robert Andrew, 
Esq., whose monument is also in the north aisle of Harlestone church,>vith 
the date of his death, 1667. 

Thomas Andrew, Esq., his successor, was twice High Sheriff of Northamp- 
tonshire ; he also purchased a second manor in Harlestone and East Iladdon, 
of Lord Sunderland. The estate has since that time been very considerably 
improved, and plantations laid out with great taste ; the mansion is both 
elegant and commodious, and the park is well stocked with deer. 

The delveB, as they are called, in this parish, have attracted the attention of 
antiquaries ; they appear to be stone quarries, worked out and disused. An 
attempt to prove the antiquity of the quarry, by deriving the name of Harles- 
s to nc from Harle, to draw, and stane, a stone, has also been made. 

In the provincial dialect the name of this place is pronounced Halson; and it 
may also be mentioned, that it is in the hundred of Newbottlc. 
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agirto, Jflorttamptonsfitre ; 

THK SEAT OP 

WILLIAM RALPH CARTWRIGHT, ESQ. 



This House was rebuilt soon after the civil wars in the time of Charles the 
First. It appears by Oldmixon* and Whitelock.t that the old House was 
burnt down by the King's forces, on their retreat from Naseby to Oxford, 1645 : 
and Whitelock says, (page 250,) " Mr. Cartwright petitioned for ten thousand 
pounds for the losses he had sustained." There is a letter published in 
Echard's History (vol. ii. page 854.) from King Charles to the Earl of Lindsey, 
son of the Earl who fell in the battle of Edge Hill, dated Aynho, Oct. 27, 1642 ; 
and it appears by Clarendon, the army halted here for a short time. 



The House was afterwards considerably enlarged, in the time of Queen mmc, 
by Thomas Cartwright, Esq., the then possessor of it, and Member for the 
county of Northampton; It has been within these few years improved and 
by W. R. Cartwright, Esq., under the directions of Mr. Soane, the 



The south front extends 220 feet from east to west, and consists of a hand- 
some Library, Vestibule, Dining-Room, Saloon, Drawing-Room, and a Green- 
House, which occupies the east wing. A large Entrance Hail and two 
Staircases are to the north. The Stables and Offices form the corresponding 
wings. In the principal apartments are some valuable Bronzes and Pictures, 
by the most celebrated and ancient masters : they descended to this family 
i Mr. Blackwood, a well-known collector, of great taste. The most i 



St Anthony. — . 



Tobit and the Angel. — Ditto. 
Abraham and Isaac— Ditto. 



Head of the Virgin Mary— D.Jfo. 
Titian's Mistress— ««*»»*. 
Woman taken ia Adultery.— N. 
Landscape.— Ditto. 



Pea 

Portrait— Ihito. 
Holy Family, on 
Ditto, ditto. — Aibava. 
Sea-piece.— Vandmtlt. 



Seaport in Italy.— Bowgigiio*. 

A small picture of the Virgin and St. Matthe w.- 

IiaphaeU 
Virgin «nd Child.— Giafto. 
Virgin and Angels— Purmtgiax*. 



The Manor and Estate have been in the possession of this family since the 
time of James the First, when the property was purchased by Richard Cart- 
wright, Esq. The Park and Grounds have been considerably improved by the 
present proprietor, and the Plantations are very extensive. 
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liougbton £?ouqc, Xorrtamptonftfttre; 

THK SEAT OF 

ELIZABET H, DUCHESS OF BU CCLEUCH. 

Boughton Housk is situated about three milts south of Kettering, in the parish 
of Weekly, and has been for a considerable period the scat aud residence of the 
uohlc family of Montagu; the present Mansion was originally erected by Ralph, 
Duke of Montagu, who, in tbe early part of his life, had been ambassador extra- 
ordinary at the court of France, during which period he spent some time at Ver- 
sailles, the tben recently built magnificent residence of Louis XIV. From thai 
model he formed his ideas of building and gardening, and, iu this Mansion, as well 
as in Montagu House, London, now the British Museum, which he also erected, dis- 
played all that gorgeous splendour of decoration of which the French style admits. 

Being particularly esteemed by King William, that monarch honoured him with 
a visit at this seat, Oct. 24, 1005, when his Majesty and the whole court were enter- 
tained with the greatest magnilicence. The House contains a large collection of 
pictures; amongst which are two cartoons by Raphael, one representing Ezekiel's 
Vision, a grand, sublime, and impressive composition ; the other, called a Holy 
Family, consists of eight figures, of superior merit ; besides these, arc a half-length 
portrait of Edward VI. in armour, and one of Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, 
who was beheaded in 10-11. 

The Gardens are said to have contained one hundred acres and one hundred and 
thirty perches of land, and were formerly diversified with many large basons, a 
variety of fountains, aviaries, reservoirs, fishponds, canals, wildernesses, terraces, 
&c. and were adorned with statues, vases, Ac. both of marble and metal, of curious 
workmanship, procured from France and Italy at a vast expense : traces of its ori- 
ginal grandeur are still to be found in the noble terrace on the principal front, 
represented in our view; before the Mansion is a canal nearly a mile in length, but 
a great part of the House was rebuilt by John, the second Duke of Montagu. 

The family is descended from the ancient Earls of Salisbury, by Simon Montagu, 
a younger brother of John, the third Earl of that surname. Sir Edward Montagu, 
the sixth in descent from Simon Montagu, was the direct ancestor of the Dukes of 
Montagu and Manchester, and the Earls of Sandwich. Sir Edward Montagu 
became Lord Chief Justice in the reign of Henry VIII., and purchased this valu- 
able estate of the Bunion family in the year 1528. He was appointed one of the 
executors to that monarch's will ; but, it being reported that the Duke of North- 
umberland, in contriving the settlement of the crown upon Lady Jane Grey, used 
only the advico of Lord Chief Justice Montagu aud Secretary Cecil, who furnished 
the patents with divers reasons of law and state, he is said to have retired to his 
hospitable hall at Boughton, to seek that contentment he could not find at court. — 
Vide Fuller'* Worthies. How far he was concerned in the transactions of that 
period may be seen in the Church History by the same author ; he died in the year 
1550. His grandson, Edward, was made a knight of the Bath at the coronation 
of James I., and, on the 20th June, 1021, was created Lord Montagu of Boughton. 
His Lordship died in the Savoy, where he was confined by the parliament, in the 
year 1044, *t. 81. 

Edward, second Lord Montagu, of Boughton, married Anne, the daughter and 
heiress of Sir Ralph Winwood, knt., principal Secretary of State, and was the 
father of Ralph, Duke of Montagu, who married Elisabeth, the daughter of Thomas 
Wriottesley, Earl of Southampton. He was a nobleman of considerable abilities, 
as well as of great honour and integrity. His Grace died on the 8th of March, 1700, 
and was succeeded by his only surviving son John, second Duke of Montagu, and 
K.G., who married Mary, daughter and co-heiress of the illustrious John, Duke of 
Marlborough, by whom fie had Mary, wife of George Brudenell, Earl of Cardigan, 
who, on his Grace's death, Oth July, 1740, assumed the name and arms of Montagu, 
and was created Marquess Monthermer and Duke of Montagu, 5th Nov. 1700; 
their only daughter, Elizabeth, married Henry Scot, Duke of Buccleuch, and, on 
the Duke of Montagu's death. 28th May, 1700, succeeded to this estate. Her 
Grace's second son, Henry James Scot Montagu, is now Lord Montagu of Bough- 
ton : his Lordship married, in 1804, Jane Margaret, the daughter of Archibald 
Lord Douglas, of Douglas. 



Scene Parft, Aortbamptoitobire; 

THE SEAT OP 

ROBERT BRUDENELL, EARL OF CARDIGAN. 

This ancient residence is situated on the confines of the royal forest of Rocking- 
ham, on the left of the road from Kettering to Stamford, about ten miles from the 
latter. The Park is large, and well stocked with deer and game, and is beautifully 
diversified with swelling lawns, and all the varieties of scenery that wood and water 
can bestow. Immediately in front of the Mansion is a sloping lawn, bounded by 
luxuriant woods, whose dark umbrageous tints are relieved by a fine expanse of 
water, crossed by a bridge of three arches. On the other side are extensive Plea- 
sure Grounds, where the plantations are adorned with temples and alcoves, at 
pleasing distances. 

The noble structure stands on an eminence at the extremity of this beantifnl 
Park, and commands a most delightful prospect of its abundantly varied scenes. 
It is an irregular edifice, built entirely of stone, with battlements, and small turrets 
and buttresses. Our view is from the south-east, on the opposite side of the water : 
the south front has been rebuilt: at the angle is seen an octagonal tower; beyond 
it is the east front, which is ancient, and ornamented with armorial devices, Ac. ; 
at the extremity is a large square tower, four stories in height, having a broad 
fascia under the battlements, containing several shields of arms. The principal 
apartments are spacious and lofty ; some of the rooms exhibit curious examples of 
ancient arrangement, containing numerous portraits, and other paintings of con- 
siderable interest. 

The Hall is particularly fine, having a beautiful open-work timber-framed roof, 
rising to the top of the building, and its mullioned windows, adorned with painted 
glass, shewing all the principal arms of the noble houses of Brudenell, Montagu, 
and Bruce, with their several, alliances, as Bulstrode, Entwisell, Banester, Ac. ; 
the walls are hung with portraits of the most distinguished members of the family. 

The Library windows are also of painted class, containing heraldic bearings- 
Here is a very fine collection of books, and several valuable manuscripts relating 
to this county, written by Thomas, the first Lord Cardigan, who, being confined in 
the Tower of London during the Civil War, spent his leisure hours in making 
abstracts from the several records there deposited. 

The genealogy of this noble family commences with William de Bredenhill, a 
person of considerable note, and large possessions, at Dodington, in Oxfordshire, 
as also in Aynho and Sibbertoft, in this county, temp. Henry III. and Edward I. ; 
but the first of the family who resided at Deene Park, appears to have been Sir 
Robert Brudenell, Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas in the time of Henry 
VIII. He settled this estate upon his eldest son and heir. Sir Thomas Brudenell, 
Knt., in the 12th year of Henry VIII. He died in 1506, and also lies buried in 
the church, under a tomb, close to that of his father. His eldest son. Sir Edmund 
Brudenell, was knighted by the Earl of Leicester, at Cbarlecote, in 1600. He died 
in 1685, and is buried in the Brudenell chapel, in Deene church. The estate at 
length descended to Robert, fourth son of Sir Thomas Brudenell ; be died, 4th 
July, 1590: Thomas, his eldest son, was raised to the degree of a Baronet, by 
King James I., 29th June, 1011 : and by Charles I., 2fllh April, 1027, was 
advanced to the dignity of Baron Brudenell, of Sunton Wyvill, in Leicestershire : 
for his sufferings in the royal cause, he was. at the Restoration, created Earl of 
the county of Cardigan, 20th April, 1001. He died, 10th Sept. 1003, ret. 80, and 
was buried at Deene, with his ancestors. Robert, his eldest son, became the 
second Earl of Cardigan, and dying, 16th July, 1703, a;t. 00, was succeeded by his 
grandson, George, third Earl of Cardigan. He died, 5th July, 1732, leaving his 
honours to his eldest son George, who, having married Mary, daughter of John 
Duke of Montagu, was, on the decease of that nobleman, created Duke of Montagu. 
His Grace died in 1700, leaving an only daughter, now Duchess of Bucclcuch. 

James. Lord Brudenell, of Deene, succeeded his brother as fifth Earl of Cardigan. 
He died, 21th Feb. 1811. mt. 85. when he was succeeded by his nephew. Robert, 
the present Earl, son of the Hon. Robert Brudenell, third son of George, third 
Earl of Cardigan, and Elizabeth, sister to the last Earl of Aylesbury. 
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THB SEAT OP 

BROWNLOW CECIL, 

MARQUESS Or EXETER. 



This magnificent Mansion is situated at the distance of one mile from the town of Stam- 
ford, and is remarkable for a rich display of the sumptuous architecture that prevailed in 
the reign of Elizabeth, a period when the whole architectural talent of the kingdom was 
directed towards the embellishment of the houses of the nobility. The plan and general 
arrangement which prevailed in the reign of Henry the Eighth, seems to have been gene- 
rally adopted, while the ornamental decorations received the recently imbibed Italian 
forms : a fantastic combination, but on the whole producing an effect of the most splendid 
character, which will bear a comparison with the advanced state of architectural science, 
even in the present time. 

It was erected by the illustrious William Cecil, Lord Burleigh, Lord Treasurer, on the 
site of a Minster, called Burghe, the remains of which are still visible in the old Hall, 
Chapel, and Kitchen, all on the East-side ; the Architect employed in raising this sump- 
tuous pile, was John Thorpe, to whom Lord Orford has allowed judgment iu the dispo- 
sition of the Apartments and Offices. The principal Front, extending nearly two hundred 
feet, faces the North. Within a large circle, described by lofty iron palisades, is a grass- 
plat ; this space was originally occupied by a piece of water, but was judiciously altered 
by Brown, and was one of the improvements made by that celebrated landscape-gardener 
about the middle of the last century ; a circular drive of about a furlong in extent, leads 
from the iron-gates to the principal Entrance, in the centre of the North Front. The 
ascent to the Porch which opens to the Hall, is by nine semicircular steps; over this 
Entrance rises a bold and grand bow or projection, which is supported by small orna- 
mented buttresses of a peculiar character ; the Parapet, which extends on every side the 
Building, is a series of open work, enriched to a high degree, and consists of arches s ip- 
ported by Balusters with Obelisks, interspersed with the armorial ensigns of the Family. 
Turrets at every corner of the Mansion are surmounted by octangular cupolas, and termi- 
nated by vanes. The ground on the North gradually declines to the river Welland, and 
affords a view from the House, over a beautiful tract of country. 

The centre of the West Front is occupied by a gateway, under a bow of three sides, 
flanked by turrets and cupolas ; from this Entrance the Quadrangle is seen to the 
greatest advantage, the Eastern end displaying the richest ornaments ; it exhibits the 
Doric order, on the lower story ; over which is the Ionic, in the centre a bust of King 
William the Third ; and in the upper, the Corinthian order ; over which, in the centre 
compartment, rises the Spire ; in the parapet is a curious dial, supported by lions, as the 
family arms arc in other parts of this curious fabric ; here is also, in large gilt characters, 
the date 1585. 

The Court measures 110 feet by 70 feet ; crossed by paved walks dividing the whole 
into four grass-plats. The Western elevation of the Quadrangle is wholly Doric ; over 
the Entrance is an inscription, recording the date of this part of the Mansion : — 
" W. Dom. de BVRGHLEY. 1577." The South Front of the Building commands a fine 
sloping Lawn, at the extremity of which winds a most beautiful piece of water, formed by 
Brown ; beyond which is an interesting view of the adjacent country ; on the East side 
are situated the various Apartments assigned to domestic offices, the Chapel, &c. 

The whole of the interior is disposed so as to reflect the greatest credit on the Archi- 
tect ; ample space is allowed for the staircases and chambers of state, which are fitted 
up in the most sumptuous style. Many of the ceilings are painted by the celebrated 
Verrio, who, after he had finished his labours at Windsor, was invited by the Earl of 
Exeter to Burghley, and supported in a splendid manner. In the large Room, called 
Heaven, he has depicted almost the whole of the Heathen Mythology : a vestibule or 
landing-place, called Hell, has all the punishments of the infernal regions represented in 
most brilliant colouring. The Ball-Room was painted by Louis Laguerrc, with subjects 
from the Roman History. It would be impossible, in our space, to enumerate the whole 
of the curiosities, that on every side meet the eye of the connoisseur ; we shall content 
ourselves with the selection of the best Pictures, and the notice of the principal objects 
that attract the atteution. 
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In the Dining Parlour is a large silver fountain and two oval cisterns, of the same 
metal, adorned with lions, the family supporters ; the weight of the smaller is 600 oz., 
or 4 1 lbs. and the larger weighs 3,000 oz., or 1 cwt. 3qrs. 9Ibs. ; supposed the largest piece of 
plate in Europe. In the Jewel closst also is a golden bason and spoon, said to have been 
used at the coronation of Queen Elizabeth, and the Rosary of Mary Queen of Scots. 

In our brief account we cannot give a better idea of the brilliant collection of Pictures, 
than by selecting a specimen of each of the great Masters, whose works arc preserved here 
with the utmost care. The date of the death of the Painter is affixed to the i 
a means of ascertaining the time in which each artist flourished. 

fLf0t of tijf principal Virturre at fiurgfjlrp. 



L, ■<.»*•*> da Vinti, 1520.— The Vir- 
gin and Child. 

Raphael Sanzio da Vrliino, 1520.— 
The Holy Family : an undisputed 
original. 

Albert Durer, 1528.— the Vision 
of St. Hubert. 

AndrraMSartn, 15J0.— The Holy 
Family.— Saint John. 

L*xas Van Uydcn, 1533.— Christ 
preaching in the Temple. 

Antonio Atlegri da Corregio, 153-1 
—The Virgin and Child.— Tin 
Zingcra (a copy). 

Hans Holbein, 1551.— Portrait of 
Queen Mary. 

Franctsto Mazzusii, called Purmi- 
gkmo, 1510. — The Virgin, Infant 
Christ, St* John, St. Catherine, 
and St Jerome. — Saint John. — 
A Portrait of hi* Mistress, who 
first tanght the Art of etching in 
Aqua-fortin— The Head of Saint 
John (a sketch). 

Htnrtnulo Tui, called Gornfoh, 
1559. — The Virgin reading. 

Vtctlti Titiano, 1576. — Venus ris- 
ing from the Sea. — The finding 
of Moses. — Tho Martyrdom of 
Saint Peter. — An Ecce Homo. 

Andrea Sthiarone, 1582. — The 
Finding of Moses. 

Paolo Cagliari, called Veronese, 
1588— Portrait of the Duke of 
Alva. — The Conference between 
Christ and tha Wife of Zebedee, 
when she petitions him in behalf 
of her sons James and John 
the altar-piece in the chapel. 

AgostM Caracei, 1602.— Rebecca 
at the Well. 

Annibal Cancel, 1009.— The Vir- 
gin, Infant ChrUt, and St. John. 
— Itinaldo and Armida. 

AT. Angela Amerigo, called Gmr- 
tnggio, 1809.— The Adoration of 
the Shepherds. 

F. Roroccia, 1612.-A Nativity, 
very fine. 



Dam. Fetti, 
the Vineyard. 

U. Garrard, 10S5.— Portrait of 
Queen Elizabeth. — Portrait of 
Lord Treasurer Burleigh. 

Sir A. Vandyck, 1641. — A dead 
Chrutt — Portrait of the Duke of 
Newcastle.— Portrait of Rachel, 
Countess of Bedford. 

I). Zamvieri, called Dtmenuhini, 
164 1 .—The Assumption.— Peter's 
Denial of Christ— Portrait of his 
Mistress — Saint Peter. 

Cuunpa RoUuii, called Tmtnrrtto, 



Sir P. P. Rubens, 1640.— Mercury. 
Jacopo da Panic, railed Rasmn, 

1402.— The U'Ue Men's Offering. 

—Christ praying in the Garden. 

— The Shepherd's OflVring. 
Giiit/o Rent, 1642. — The Cuma-an 

Sibyl.— The Virgin and Child.— 

A Boy and Pigeon. 
GuisejnH Rivera, called Spagnoletti, 

1650.— The Return out of F.gypt 
.V. Poussin. 1C65.— Christ sleep- 
ing with Angels, and the emblems 

of the Pitssion. 

G. F. Barbieri, called Guereisto, 
1666.— The Virgin Mary, Infant 
Christ, and Saint Francis. 

C. if. Vastiglione, 1070.— The Vir- 
gin and Child. 

J hit picture waa arifinatlr in tl>0 CaUf- 
lioe at th4 Vatican, an<t vai p#««entt4 fcr 
Ihe fanrt4t (jartt(*ijelll,Pop« L'lcoivQC XIV, 
to u*o t*jl »r t-uur la 1744. 

A. Sacchi, 1668. — A full-length 
Portrait of Pope Gregory XV. 

S. Rosa, 1673 — Peter's Denial of 
Christ 

C. lhtei, 1686.— The Wise Men's 
offering. — The Flight into Egypt. 
The Messiah. — Jesus blessing 
the elements : the most generally 
admired picture at Burghley. 

Sir P. Lelu 1680 Susannah anrl 

the Elders. 

P. da %'etehia, 1678.— Cupid pull- 
ing Fortune by tbe Hair; large 
and fine specimen of the master. 
Gerard Honlhorst, 1660. — Recon- 
ciliation ofSt. Peter and St Paul. 
Dwt Diego de Silra VeUvwjuc:, 
1660. — A Portrait (unknown). 
A. Valentino, 1632.— Jesos Christ 
and the Woman of Samaria. 
R- Walker, 1658.— Portrait of| 
Oliver Cromwell. 
Durid de Koninek, 1687.— Birds 
and Beasts.— A similar subject 
— Hunting of wild Cats. 
C. Jansen, 1665 — A Portrait of 
Thomas, Earl of Exeter, the son 
of the Lord Treasurer.— A Por- 



C. Loii, 1608.— The Finding of 
Moses. — Solomon's Idolatry, (in 
the chapel.) 

A. P. V. Meulen, 1690. — One of 
King William's Battles. 

P. Malyn, called Tcmpesta, 1701. 
Saint Stephen—The Finding of 
Moses. — Sloming and Evening. 

C. Maralli, 1728.- -A dead Christ. 
— Jesus and the Woman of Sa- 
maria.— The Holy Family.— Tbe 
Virgin, with infant Christ asleep. 

— Portrait of an Earl of Exeter. 

— Ditto, C. Cavendish : a head. 
L. Giordano, 1705. — Jupiter and 



1«24.-The Lord of trait of Dorothy Nevil, 
of Exeter. 

Cooper, 1672. — Diana and Arbeon. 
(Hirer, 1651. — Venus and Adonis. 
P. Librri, 1677. — A Statuary pre- 
senting his first work to Fortune. 
— Prudence saluting Fortune. — 
Mary Magdalen meeting Jesus, 
(in the chapel.) 

V. CastcUi, 1659.-Jo.eph and 
Potiphnr'g Wife. Mary Magda- 
len. — Noli me tangcre. 
R. Schidane, 1616.— The Virgin, 
Infant Christ, and Joseph. — The 
Holy Family. 
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Curtius.— De- 
janira and Ihe Centaur. — Jeph- 
tha's Vow, (in the chapel.) 
C. Cignani, 1719.— Tbe death of 
Joseph. 

A. CtUsti, 1706. — Adam and Ere, 
bewailing the death of Abel. 

G. R. Gnuli, called Baceici, 1709. 
—An Infant Christ. 

G. Chiari, 1727.— \ 
Adonis. 

F. Cain, 1574.— C 
the Roman Matrons. 

P. Matteis, 1728.— The ] 
of Time. 

F. Trarisani, 1746 -The Martyr- 
dom of Saint Andrew. 
Bout — A Land 

A. S. Coella, 1600^ 
Witch of Endor. 

A. Kaufman, 1807.— Fame adorn- 
ing the Tomb of Shakespeare. — 
Sterne's Maria. — Abelurd and 
Eloisa. — Contest between Plea- 



virtortous. 

IF. Peters, R. A. — An Angel con- 
veying the soul of a child into 
Heaven. 

liamtti de Ferrara. — The '. 

of the Red Sea. 
Gtrolama Mitt inns, 1590. — The 

Tribute Money. 
Seorcellini de hen 

Herri's Ottering. 
H. We*. P. H* A. 18J0— Apip- 

pina landing at Branduftinm with 

the Urn containing tbe ftjhet of 

Germanicus. 

OtUr Put tt rf ptctJittr $mtrit *w* /—A P*r 
trkit of Kins CbATica I.— Mm Key a I 

r^mlly.— DWftn*i brtiViig th« c;& 'iport 
»fi iD( * bojr drink *Qt of Wim nun rl.— G»rai 
(VirutNling An*.)— An old Pcicur.— Ixil 
R&d bit uanehln*.- !t»iii.lb»l, * I te»d — 
A PortrvK of Masiiina d* Maiatefion ft 
htAt Untnh,) « oopi from 1* Br«».— Ponv 
imit nl* Charlrt All. of Sw«d««.— Par> 

t?*lt Of AODI SsSpliM CamBbtTlL i'CLl=,l«M 
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Carlton J&all, Jlortfjamptonsttrc ; 

THE SKAT OF 



SIR HENRY PALMER, BART. 



Carlton Hall is situated near the turnpike road from Market Harborough to 
Rockingham, about seven miles from the former, and about three miles from the 
latter town. It was built by Sir John Palmer, the father of the present baronet, 
from a design by John Johnson, architect and founder of the Consanguinitarium 
at Leicester, with the exception of two or three rooms on the north wing, of 
recent erection. 

From a date sculptured on a stone, which formed part of the old mansion, 
that edifice appeared to have been built in the reign of Edward VI. The estate 
has been in the possession of the family from the time of Henry IV. 

The annexed View represents the North, and part of the West Front : of the 
East, or Lawn Front, there is an engraving by W. Shelton, in Bridges' History 
of Northamptonshire. The principal Dining-room and Drawing-rooms are well 
proportioned, and of huge dimensions ; from the latter there is an extensive 
view of the country between Leicester and Stamford. In the Library are some 
valuable topographical works, and a volume of portraits of the court of 
Louis XIV. 

The House stands in a Park, which is well wooded, and, with the grounds 
about it, agreeably varied. Besides this mansion, and its appurtenances, the 
late owner rebuilt the parish church, a beautiful pointed-arch edifice of hewn 

stone, designed by Wing, architect, of Bedford. Sir John Palmer also 

rebuilt the church upon another of his estates at Carlton Curlieu, in Leicester 
shire. 



a Hist of tt)r Principal Wirturc* at Carlton J&all. 
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room oh ii rr or extra nce hall. 
Sir Geoffrey Palmer, Bart AUomey-Ge 

King Charles II. 
.Maruaret Moore, hi* Lady. 
A Portrait unknown, mid to be Lady St. 

Sir P. LWy. 
James Stuart, Duke of Richmond — Vaiulyck. 

This pictwrf represent* kirn in (Ae tame drtu as 

lif print in Lodge'* I.trei of lllhitriatu Prrwiu, 

but im a Lnmiifnpr, and with on apple in hit 
Sir Edward Montagu, K.B. 

amptonshire, rol. ii. p. SSI 
Tho>. Wentworth, Earl 
Sir Henry Spelman. 
King Charles I. 
King Charles II. 

Thr Dencent from the Crau-StW <•/ M. AngrU. 

G. KnrUer. 

Tau An* bttn enffrurtd by J. Fabrr, 

ROOM TO TUB RICUT or EXTRARCE HALL. 

Thomas, second Lord Crewe, of Steoe. 

His Daughters : Jemima, Dockets of Kent, and 

Elizabeth, Cooatess of Ama. 
Catherine, wife of Sir John Harpnr, Bart. 
Jemima, Daaghter of Catherine, Lady Harpur, 

and Wife to Sir Thomas Palmer, Bart. 

Of thu put*rc llurt « <tn engraving fry C Wnite. 
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Geoffrey Palmer, Esq. FJLS. 
Sir John Harpnr, Bart. 

Viscount Longoerille, whose daughter married 

iteyoolds Catthorpe, Esq- of Elietham, Hants. 
Portrait of a Lady unknown, said to be Armyae, 
Wife of Thomas Cartwright, Esq., fourth 
lomas. Lord Crewe. 



L1SEARY. 
A Cattle-piece— Brentford. 
Sir Thutuas Palmer, Bart. 
Sir John Palmer, Bart— AM*. 

THE LITTLE BEAWIKO-IOOM. 

Two frames, containing Miniatures. In one of the 
frames are the Portraits of Sir John Palmer, 
Bart, and of Charlotte Gough, hi* Lady, beauti- 
fully finished by Smart, of Bath. 

In this Room are some pleasing Landscapes, by 
the old Masters. 

THE WHITE rLOCE DtESIIXO'EOOM. 

George Medley Esq. of Baited Place, Sussex. 
Jemima, Daughter of Sir Thomas Palmer, his 
Wife. She unfortunately died of the amsll-pol 



Wife. She unfortunately i 
only three r-reks after her marriage. 
Catherine Palmer, her Sister. 
Catherine Harpnr, Wife of Sir Henry Gough, 

Bart, in a while dies*, with a bin* scarf. 
Marv Harpur, Wife of Sir lister Holt, Bart, in a 
^yellow dress. 



THB SBAT OF LB WIS RICH A ED WATSON, 

LORD SONDES. 



Thb royal forest of Rockingham is one of the largest and richest in the king* 
dom, consisting of eleven thousand acres. In Domesday Boke it is called a 
waste, but, in the reign of Edward I., is described as thirty miles long, and 
eight miles in breadth. 

The castle was built by William the Conqueror, and it was here that Wil- 
liam Rufus called together all the abbots and bishops of England, to put an 
end to the misunderstanding between him and Anselm, archbishop of Canter- 
bury. The council was held in the chapel of the castle, March 1 1 , 1096 ; the 
result of which was, that the majority of the bishops, under the influence of the 
court, withdrew their canonical obedience, and renounced Anselm for their 
archbishop. 

The castle continued to be a frequent residence of our early sovereigns, par- 
ticularly of Henry III. and Edward III.; in the eighth year of the reign of the 
latter monarch more than twenty despatches bear date from hence. It after- 
wards belonged to the Earls of Albemarle, but from the time of Henry VIII. 
has been the principal seat of the family of Watson. The situation is com- 
manding, on the summit of a hill in the midst of the forest ; the declivity of 
the same being occupied by the town of Rockingham. The castle had origi- 
nally a large and strong keep, and was strengthened with double embattled 
walls, and numerous towers ; though many of the bulwarks were standing in 
Leland's time, yet they were then fast fulling to decay. It was garrisoned by 
Sir Lewis Watson, Bart, for the king, in the civil wars, and during a siege, 
which it sustained against the parliamentarians, suffered considerably. 

The grand entrance, consisting of an arched gateway flanked by two massive 
bastion towers, is the principal remains of the original fortress. The present 
residence is situated within the court-yard of the ancient castle. 

It stands about a mile from the river Wetland, which divides this county from 
Rutlandshire, nine miles from the town of Kettering, and three miles from the 
entrance of the forest, in the hundred of Corby. 

The family of Watson were originally of Cambridgeshire, but the descent of the Earl of Bucking- 
ham is derived fron Edward Watson, Esq., of Liddington, in Rutlandshire- In the time of king Ed- 
ward IV. his son and heir, wJiose name alio wu Edward, married Emma, daughter and coheir of 
Anthony Smith, Esq. brother to William, bishop of Lincoln, by whom he had fifteen children. He 
died October 10th, 1590, and was buried in Liddington chnrch. 

The chief seat of hfc> eldest son, Edward Watson, Esq. was at Rockingham castle. By Dorothy, 
daughter of Sir Edward Montagu, Lord Chief Justice of the King's bench, he left issue, Edward hit 
son and heir, who was knighted in 1003; and by Anne, daughter of Keoelm Digby, Esq. had Sir 
Lewis Watson, knight., who waa created a baronet, Jane 93, 1031 ; and afterwards, in consideration 
of his services to king Charles I., was advanced to the dignity of Baron Rockingham, of P 
castle, by letters patent, bearing date at Oiford, January 2sth, 1044- 



His only son Edward, Lord Rockingham, married Anne, eldest daughter of Thomas Wentwnrth, 
Earl of Stratford, and had issue, Lewis, who by king George I. was advanced to the dignities of Vis- 



count Sondes, and Earl of Rockingham, his lordship having married Catherine, second daughter and 
coheir to George Viscount Sondes, of Lees court, in Kent, whose whole estate devolved to him. 

On the death of Thomas Watson, third Earl of Rockingham, Lewis Monson, second son of John 
Lord Monson, and Margaret, youngest daughter of the first Earl of Rockingham, succeeded to Uirse 
estates, and, in obwiieaee to the will of that Nobleman, assiitned the name and arms of Watson, and 
May 20, 1700, was created Baron Sondes, of Lees Court, in Kent 

The present noble proprietor of this seat is the third Lord Sondes of this 
family. 

In Rockingham church, which is very small, are several fine monuments to 
the memory of this noble and ancient family. 
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THE SKAT OF 

CHARLES COMPTON, MARQUESS OF NORTHAMPTON. 



This Mansion, which is approached by a noble avenue, near three miles in length, 
is built on a very spacious and magnificent scale, surrounding a handsome quad- 
rangle, the east side of which was originally open with arcades to the garden, but 
is now closed. The Front, exhibiting considerable grandeur, is chiefly taken up 
by a gallery of great length, and has the badge of the noble family of Compton, 
and many military trophies profusely displayed ; it is surmounted by a balustrade 
formed of the following sentences, in Roman capitals, over the entrance : dominI's 
custodiat introitum tuum, and within the great court a corresponding inscrip- 
tion, dominus custodiat exitlm tuum; in other parts, nisi dominus cistos 

CU6TODIVERIT DOMUM, PRLSTRA VIG1LAT QUI CUSTODIT EaM.— NISI DOMINI S 
*UIFICAVERIT DOMUM, IN VAN I'M LABOR AVERU NT QUI *DIFICANT BAM. It 

terminates in two small high towers, inscribed in a similar manner, with nisi 
dominus, the motto of the family, and the date of lfl'24. The whole is constructed 
of stone, and though it strongly partakes of the characteristics of an era in archi- 
tecture less pure than the succeeding, has much magnificence of appearance. 

Inigo Jones was employed on the east and south sides, which he finished, but 
is said to have been interrupted by the civil wars. The more ancient parts of the 
building were erected by Henry, Lord Compton, in the time of Queen Elizabeth. 

Within, the most ample space is allotted to the Hall, Staircase, and Chambers 
of State. The Drawing-room is remarkably grand, being in length 50 feet 
6 inches, 24 feet wide, and 18 feet 10 inches high, and hung with tapestry, the 
laborious performance of two noble relatives. Tbe chimney-piece, from the draw- 
ing of Inigo Jones, and composed of Weldon stone, polished, is of enormous size, 
proportioned to the great extent of the room. The Library is in the upper part of 
the house, and contains many valuable books; among which is a MS. history of 
England, supposed to be Caxton's ; Coverdale's Translation of the Bible, with a 
dedication to Henry VIII., printed in 1535; and a most beautiful illuminated 
genealogy of the Howard family, carefully preserved. 

The most remarkable pictures are the following : — in the Hall, a full length of 
Henry Compton, bishop of London, the youngest son of Spencer, the second Earl 
of Northampton. He was firmly attached to the constitution and religion of his 
country; and, in the reign of the bigoted James II., underwent the honour of 
suspension from his see, for not complying with the views of the court : he died in 
1713, at the age of eighty-one. 

In the Hall is also a good head of the Rev. Edward Lye, a learned linguist, 
patronised by the Earl of Northampton, and author of the Anglo-Saxon and 
Gothic Dictionary : he died in 1767 ; but his work, in 2 vols, folio, was not pub- 
lished till 1772. 

In the Gallery are two most curious original portraits of John Talbot, first Earl 
of Shrewsbury, and of Margaret, his second wife, rudely painted on board. 

A portrait of Spencer, second Earl of Northampton, the hero of this noble 
family, represented in armour. His eldest son, James, Earl of Northampton, is 
also in armour, and with a great dog near him. A portrait of Sir Spencer Comp- 
ton, the third brother of the last-mentioned Earl, is dressed in a green silk vest, :t 
laced band, and with long hair. The celebrated Earl of Sackville is painted in 
armour. Here is also a singular head of George Villiers, Duke of Buckingham, 
represented as dead. 

The heads of the Duke of Somerset, Protector ; Francis, the first Earl of Bed- 
ford, and Sir Thomas More, are beautifully painted in small size : that favourite 
of fortune. Sir Stephen Fox, is represented sitting in a long wig and uight-gown. 
There is also a picture of the late Earl of Northampton, his Countess, and two 
children, by West, and three small pictures by G. Dow. 

The Park is well planned, sad corresponds in every respect with the stately appearance of the 
an< ient mansion ; it was laid out by Brown. 

Tbe present nobleman b the ninth Earl, and first Marquess, of this ancient family. He Succeeded 
to the earldom and estates, April 7tb, 1T90, and was created Marquess is 1B12. 
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itttlton atJtJcg, florrtamptonature: 

THE 6 BAT OF 

CHARLES WILLIAM FITZWILLIAM, 

VISCOUNT MILTON. 



Thr name of Abbey Milton was given to distinguish this place from the village 
of Milton, about four miles from Northampton, it having in very early time 
belonged to the Abbots of Peterborough. The mansion has been a seat of the 
noble family of Fitzwilliam for some centuries. The present building was 
erected in the reign of Henry VIII. ; the front built at that period now remains 
entire. In that reign Sir William Fitzwilliam served the office of Sheriff for 
this county in 1521. He had been for some time retained in the service of 
Cardinal Wolsey, and, retiring afterwards to Milton Abbey, here kindly enter- 
tained his old master when he was in disgrace ; and being interrogated by his 
Majesty, how he durst entertain so great an enemy to the State ? he answered, 
that he had not contemptuously or wilfully done it in disobedience to his 
Majesty, but only as the Cardinal had been his master, and partly the means of his 
greatest fortunes ; at which answer the King was so well pleased, that, saying 
he had few such servants, he immediately knighted him, and made him one of 
his Privy Council. He died at his house, in the parish of St. Thomas the 
Apostle, in London, on August 9, 1534, and was buried at Marham, in a chan- 
cel which had been erected by him at that place. His tomb is adorned with 
his armorial insignia, and with the effigies of Sir William and his lady. 

Since that time, Milton Abbey has undergone some alteration and some 
additions. When the Castle of Fotheringay was demolished, several pieces 
of stained glass were removed from the windows there, and inserted here. The 
House still retains all the characteristics of the magnificent period in which it 
was built; it contains many noble chambers, in which the chimney-pieces, 
ceilings, wainscot, and other ornaments, are of corresponding elegance. 
Amongst many valuable pictures here preserved, is one of Mary, Queen of Scots, 
painted in 1582 ; another of King James the First when a boy, a curious pic- 
ture ; it bears the following inscription : " This picture was given to Sir 
William Fitzwilliam by Mary, Queen of Scots, on the morning of her execution, 
for the humane treatment she had met with during her imprisonment at Fo- 
theringay, whereof he was governor." 

The noble family of Fitzwilliam is derived from William or Fitz Guilleaume, 
cousin to Edward the Confessor, who acted as Marshal to the army of William 
the Conqueror ; from him descended Sir William Fitzwilliam, appointed five 
times Lord Deputy of Ireland by Queen Elizabeth. His son William was en- 
nobled, as a Peer of that kingdom, by King James I. King George the First 
granted the titles of Viscount Miltown and Earl Fitzwilliam of the county of 
Tyrone ; and King George the Second, the English honours of Baron of Milton, 
Viscount Milton, and Earl Fitzwilliam of Norborough, in the county of North- 
ampton. Lord Milton is the only son of the present Peer of that title, and was 
many years the representative in parliament for the county of York. 
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THB SBAT OF 

GEORGE HENRY FITZROY, DUKE OF GRAFTON. 



Wakefield Lodge is situated in the Royal Forest of Wittlebury, which, as 
well as the Forest of Salcey, was made part of the Honour of Grafton, in the 
thirty-third year of Henry Vin. In the 17th year of Charles the Second, both 
these forests were settled on Queen Catherine, for her life, as part of her join- 
ture, reserving all the timber-trees and saplings for the use of the crown. And 
in the 25th of that king, the several coppices, woods, underwood, and wood- 
lands, were granted to Henry, Earl of Arlington, for the term of his life, after 
the decease of the Queen ; and after his death, to Henry, Earl of Euston, 
(afterwards Duke of Grafton,) Charles, Earl of Southampton, and George, 
Lord Fitzroy, otherwise Lord George Palmer, sons of Charles the Second, and 
their respective heirs male for ever. By virtue of this grant, the family of 
Grafton became entitled to, and now possess, the underwood in the several cop- 
pices, which, after each cutting, are enclosed at the expense of the Duke of 
Grafton. By grant of Queen Anne, the Duke of Grafton holds the office of 
Lord Warden, or Master Forester, which gives him the possession of the chief 
lodge, called Wakefield Lodge, with the gardens, pleasure-grounds, and enclosed 
meadow lauds, containing together about 1 17 acres, with the pasturage for cattle 
in common with the deer, in an enclosed lawn, called Wakefield Lawn, contain- 
ing upwards of 245 acres. His Grace has also, as Hereditary Ranger, the 
custody and management of the deer : no more, however, appears to have been 
required from the ranger, since the date of the patent, than to answer certain 
warrants for the supply of the king's household, and the public offices, or 
others accustomed to have venison from the royal forests. The residue appears 
to have been left to the disposal of the Lord Warden. The number of deer at 
present kept within the forest, U computed to be about 1800, and the number 
annually killed about 238. 

Wakefield Lodge is delightfully situated on a gentle eminence, which slopes 
gradually to the margin of a lake. The opposite bank swells into a noble lawn, 
nearly a mile in extent, the smooth features and soft tints of which are finely 
contrasted by the bold and abrupt aspect of a dense woodland scene, terminat- 
ing the view. Standing in the centre of the forest, many beautiful rides branch 
off in almost every direction from the house. The original lodge was built by 
Claypole, son-in-law to Oliver Cromwell, and ranger of the forest ; the present 
mansion was designed by Kent, and greatly improved by the late Duke of 
Grafton, when he came into possession of the property. The present Duke, 
who resides mostly at Wakefield Lodge during the sporting season, is now 
making considerable improvements in the interior of the house. 
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THS 6BAT OF 

EDWARD BOUVERIE, ESQ. 



Mr. Pknnant, iu his* " Journey from Chester to London," remarks, page 402, 
" Reach Northampton, and, after a short stay, pass oner the river into the 
suburbs, called the South Quarters, and into the parish of Hardingstone. On 
each side is a fine range of meadows ; those on the left arc greatly enlivened by 
the beautiful plantations and improvements of the Honourable Edward Bou- 
verie, whose house stands on the site of the Abbey de Pratis, or Ih la Pre, a 
house of Cluniac nuns, founded by Simon de St. Liz, the younger, Earl of 
Northampton, in the reign of King Stephen. It had in it ten nuns at the time 
of the dissolution. The last Abbess, Clementina Stoket, governed it thirty 
years, and obtained the king's charter for the continuance of her convent ; but 
fearing to incnr the displeasure of the tyrant, resigned it into the hands of 
Doctor London, the king's commissioner, and got from him the character of 
a gudde agyd woman ; of her howse being in a gvdde stale ; and, what was 
more substantial, a pension of forty pounds a year." 

By the survey taken in the 26th year of Henry VHI. the revenues of the 
Abbey were valued at £119. 9s. 7d. over and above all reprises in quit-rents, 
officers' fees, procurations, and stipends ; the principal officers of the house 
being at that time Sir William Gascoyne, high steward, whose fee was 
£1. 6s. 8d. per annum; John Spencer, receiver-general, whose fee was twenty 
shillings ; and Henry Dudley, auditor, whose fee was also twenty shillings. 

In the 34th year of Henry VIII. the site of the monastery, with the demesne 
lands belonging to it in Hardingstone, and the two Cottons, were granted to John 
Mershe. In the 43d of Elizabeth, Bartholomew Tate, Esq., died seized of them ; 
and he was succeeded by his son William Tate, Esq. : Zouch Tate, the son and 
successor of Sir William, was chosen member of Parliament for Northampton, 
in 1640. He took the covenant, and became a zealous enemy to the royal 
cause. In 1644, he first moved the House of Commons, that no member of 
Parliament should enjoy any office, civil or military, during the war ; and this 
was afterwards passed into an ordinance, called the self-denying ordinance. 

By marriage, the estate passed from the Tates to the family of Clarke, of 
Hardingstone ; Mary, the daughter of Bartholemcw Clarke, Esq. married Jacob 
Bouverie, Viscount Folkestone, the grandfather of the present Earl of Radnor. 
This estate devolved to his son, the late Honourable Edward Bouverie, who 
represented Northampton in Parliament from 1790, to the period of his death 
in 1810, at the age of 72. His son, Edward Bouverie, Esq. the present pos- 
sessor of Delaprc Abbey, was born in 1769, married, in 1788, the only daughter 
and heiress of Castell, Esq. and has issue. 

The present mansion, represented in the annexed view, is a large modern 
edifice of varied architecture. 

Adjoining to the park of Delapre, stands Qcken's Cross, erected by Edward 
the First, to the memory of his beloved Queen Eleanor ; who, when her hus- 
band, in his expedition to the Holy Land, 12/2, was wounded by a Moor with 
a poisoned arrow, sucked the venom out of the wound ; by which Edward 
was cured, and she escaped unhurt. The Queen died at Herdley, Lincolnshire, 
Nov. 29th, 1290, and the body was carried for interment to Westminster Abbey. 
At every place where the procession rested, King Edward caused one of these 
crosses to be erected. The other crosses were at Lincoln, Grantham, Stamford, 
Geddington, Stony-Stratford, Dunstable, St. Alban's, Waltham, London, and 
Westminster. 
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THB SKAT OP THE 
MOST NOBLE CHARLES SACKVILLE GERMAIN, 

DUKE OF DORSET, &c. 



TM18 very noble Mansion, which bad been in early times the established residence 
ot the knightly families of Drayton and Greene, descended through the heirs-general 
of the latter to John, the first Lord Mordannt, of Torvey, in Bedfordshire, he was 
succeeded by John, second Lord Mordannt, who contributed much to the magnifi- 
cence of this his principal residence; a great part having been constructed under 
his direction. 

The North front of the Mansion is of considerable extent, and retains, more than 
a$y other portion of tbe building, the highly characteristic features of the Tudor 
style of domestic architecture. Upon one of the gables of the inner court is sculp- 
tured the date of 1584. 

The centre building is of stone, bat it has undergone great alteration in the style 
of its architecture, from the caprice of its subsequent possessors, chiefly about th« 
time of Queen Anne, though it still ranks as one of the finest bouses in the County. 

The Mansion is built on a spacious plan, having the principal entrance on the 
West front, formed by very handsome gates of wrought iron. Tbe stone piers of 
the centre gate, sculptured with massive trophies of Roman armour and weapons, 
are surmounted by eagles ; the heraldic symbol of the Mordaunts, being the sup- 
porters of the family arms. Upon the piers of the side-gates are large rases crested 
with tbe eagles ; this noble entrance opens to a large quadrangular Court, enclosed 
by palisadoes, with a drive round a circular grass-plat in the centre. The main 
building at the extremity of this court, is embattled in the manner of our very early 
castellated architecture, with a rusticated arch leading to an inner court. 

The Inner Court is very rich in architectural embellishment; tbe sides are occu- 
pied by a Doric colonnade, completely masking tbe old line of building, the enta- 
blature is crowned with balustres, and large shields of arms appear in the centre ot 
each side. The extremity presents a facade of the Corinthian order, still mon 
enriched. The entrance, in the centre of this facade, is approached by a flight «>i 
steps, and the entablature of the door-way is finished by a pedimentcd compart- 
ment containing a large shield of the arms of Germain, bearing an escutcheon of t\u- 
arms of Mordannt; the whole crowned by vases. The building contains throe larpr 
windows of the hall, upon each side the door-way, which are adorned by very boldly 
sculptured dressings, and have their entablatures surmounted by well-executed busts 
on brackets : rusticated piers occupy the angles of the court, over which are seen 
rising the venerable embattled turrets of the original Tudor mansion. Two very large 
and conspicuous square towers of that age are now terminated by cupolas and vanes. 

In the Hall are some excellent whole-length portraits, and a very good collection 
of pictures adorn the principal rooms. 

Under the cast window of the north aisle of LufTwick church is a very sumptuous 
monument in memory of Mary, Lady Mordaunt, the daughter and heiress of Henry . 
second Earl of Peterborough, K.G.: she died 17th Nov. 1705: near this tomb is that 
of her husband. Sir John Germain, Hart., who inherited from her this estate, and who 
died 11th Dec. 1718. After the death of Lady Mordaunt, Sir John Germain married 
secondly, Lady Betty, the daughter of Charles, second Earl of Berkeley. This ac- 
complished lady had been a friend of Swift almost from her childhood, and is cele- 
brated in some of the gay verses with which he amused the family of her father when 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. At her decease in 1789, she bequeathed her lnrge for- 
tune and estate, with the name of Germain, to Lord George Sackville, youngest son of 
Lionel, Duke of Dorset. This nobleman, in 1782, was created Viscount Sackville 
of Drayton, and Lord Bolebroke ; he married Diana, daughter and heiress of John 
Sambroke, Esq., of Gobions, in Hertfordshire, the brother of Sir Jeremy Sambrokc, 
Bart., and on his death, 26th April, 1785, aged 70. was succeeded in his estates, Arc. 
by his eldest son Charles, now Duke of Dorset, Earl of Middlesex and Dorset, 
Viscount Sackville, Lord Ruckhurst, Cranfield, and Bolebroke. His Grace's prin- 
cipal titles devolved to him at the death of George John Frederic, fourth Duke of 
Dorset, in 1815. 
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THK SEAT OF 

JOHN BOOTH, ESQ. 



Glen don Mali, is situated in Kothwell Hundred, about three miles from the 
town of Kettering, sod sixteen from Northampton. The different proprietors of 
land, in the Lordship of Glendon, arc enumerated in Bridges' History of North- 
amptonshire from the Conquest, but it has not yet been included in the recent and 
admirahle History of the County by Mr. George Baker. In the year 1527, the 
nineteenth of the reign of Henry VIII., this estate was the property of William 
Lane, Esq., in whose family it continued through various descendants until the 
year 17o8, at which period it was purchased bv John Booth, Esq., of Glalton 
Hall, in Huntingdonshire. Upon his death, die estate descended to his son. 
Richard Booth, Esq., who was High Sheriff of this County in 1798; at whose 
death, it was left to his son, John Booth, Esq., the present owner, who also served 
the office of High Sheriff for the County in 1818. He is now Lord of the Manor, 
and possesses the whole of the land in the Lordship of Glendon. 

The immediate ancestor of this branch of the family of Booth, and father of the 
first purchaser of Glendon Hall, was settled at Gildresome, near Leeds, in York- 
shire, and was descended from a younger branch of the Booths, of Dunham 
Maasey, who were of great repute through a succession of many generations in 
Lancashire and Cheshire, long before it arrived to the rank of Peerage, as Earls ot 
Warrington and Lords Dclamere, which last title remained in the family till 1770. 

Glendon Hall, of which the principal front is shewn in the annexed View, stands 
in a small Park, formerly of much larger extent, the surface being very agreeably 
undulated : from the Park arc several pleasing views of the Mansion, which is con- 
structed partly of brick and partly of stone ; the latter has the character of great 
antiquity. That portion which is of brick was either added or rebuilt by John 
Booth, Esq., soon after bis purchase of the estate. It contains several very good 
rooms of considerable dimensions, adorned with pictures, some of which are by the 
best masters. In the more ancient part of the House there is a Chapel and a 
Gallery. The Chapel, it is supposed, was built by the Lane family for private 
devotion. This family had a lease of the tithes of Glendon from the neighbouring 
Monastery of Pipwcll. At the Dissolution, the tithes were seized by the Crown, 
<>t' whose grantees they were afterwards purchased by the Lane family, and con- 
veyed with their other property in this Manor to the present impropriator's grand- 
father, and in whose possession they were lately confirmed by a decree of the Court 
of Exchequer. The Gallery contains several portraits of the Booth family and its 
connections, as Sir Gillies Payne, Bart., Gentleman, of the families of kinpsman. 
Holmes, Barron, Aynsworth, Salway, Doleman, &-c, and of Mr. and Mrs. Booth, 
by Edward Penny, It. A. ; there are also in the Dining- room portraits of Mr. and 
.Mrs. Booth, the father and mother of the above, by I'm n (forfait A. 

a IList of tfir tJirtum at Glntrjon Wall 

Tiir Dining Room. — Diana ao<l Nymphs baiting; the figure* \>y Gerard Lairesw, /. Glauber. 
—Jacob's Journey into Canaan, dutiglione — Boys Catching Birds, i\\ Potuwn. — The Pool of liethcada, 
Tintoretto.— A View of the Gardens of Este, at Tivoli, Int. Paula Pannini. 

Tut Rrf akfast Room. — A Magdalen, Trerimni. — An Old Man'* Head, the eye very fine, Ym- 
daek — Lucrotia slabbing herself, Leonardo da Vinci. — The Assumption, HemtanrUL— A Laudsrape, bis 
Morning scene, fiororari.—A landscape, Evening scene, its companion, Ditto. — A Pot of Flowers, in 
hi* higliwt ftylo, Mario da Fieri. — A Sleeping Venus, Luca Giordano. — Lcda, it* companion, Ditto. — A 
yiiitig uiun and woman dancing, W'ofiroa.— The Ascension, AnnibaJti Cancci. — Solomon and the Queen 
of Sheba ; the figures by Rothenaracr, Yelret Hreughrf.— Two Flower pieces, Filiyvo Ltntri.—K Bac- 
chanalian Festival, painted in chiaroscuro, Rk/iom.— A Boy painted oo Slate.— The three Virgin* 
weeping over the body of Christ, Scktdoue. — A Boar Hunt, a sketch, Rutxnt. 

The Dkawino Room.— Cupid breaking bis Dow, with the motto " Pallada Eccepta," ^/4a«i. — A 
full-length Portrait of Henry Rich, Earl of Holland, Yanduck. — A Landscape, an Evening scene, Lnea- 
UUi. — A Lntid«c»|ie, Morning srrnr, it* companion, Ditto.-- Tw? Fruit piece*, circular frames, M. Angela 
delta frtttti.— Philip baptizing the Eunuch, Old I rank*.— The Holy Family, a small oral, H«iat— Two 
Sea pieces, in small oval fruinc-s, Vandrrelde. — Two Vegetable pi-ces, companions, Lata Giordano — 
The Virgin, St. Francis, and Christ, attended by Angel*. Albune. — The Assumption of the Virgin, its 
i otitpnnion. Dill: — A full-length Portrait of Catherine Parr, Queen of Henry VIII., Holbein. — A full- 
length Portrait of the Countess of Pembroke, Yanduek.— Portrait of Sir Francis Drake, Frederic* 
Zucckfro.—3e$at Christ and St. John, supposed by Albano.— Return from Hunting. Wonrmmnt 
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THE SKAT OF 

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 

THE LADIES ANNE AND GERTRUDE FITZPATRICK. 



Farming Woods, which in the reign of Edward III. were called Fermyng- 
wodcs, and, iti more recent ages, Farmen or Farming Woods, are surrounded 
by an extensive range of woodlands, and but recently were part of the royal 
forest of Rockingham, forming one of the walks of the Bailiwick of Brigstock, 
of which the late Earl of Ossory was ranger, or Master Forester. 

Being disafforested, and no longer subject to the rights of the crown, Farm- 
ing Woods now form a private chase of considerable extent, and alxiund in 
deer and game. The Mansion was formerly one of the Forest Lodges, the resi- 
dence of the Head Forester of the Bailiiwck. Very considerable improve- 
ments, however, have been made by its present possessors, in addition to those 
of the late Earl. The Grounds arc laid out with taste, and it now forms one 
of the most enviable residences in the county. 

Amongst the pictures is a portrait of Edward the Sixth, by Holbein ; and 
there are in the possession of the family, six very curious autograph letters of 
this monarch, addressed to his dear friend, Sir Barnaby Fitz-Patrick, and 
which, some years ago, issued from the press at Strawberry Hill. There is 
likewise a portrait of Sir John Kobinsou, Bart., whose 'daughter married 
Richard, first Lord Gowran. 

The illustrious house of Macgil, or Fitz-Patrick, boasts its descent from Don- 
aldus, Prince of the territory of Upper Ossory, and -seventy- sixth in descent from 
Milesius, who died in 1G39, leaving Donald Macdonald Macgill Patrick, Prince 
of Ossory, slain in 1087 : and who left Fynin, or Florence, his heir, whose son 
married the daughter of Edmund Butler, and had issue, Shane Macgill Patrick. 

Bryan, or Bernard Macgill Patrick, or Fitz-Patrick, Chief of Upper Ossory, 
was father of Barnard Fitz-Patrick, who, in 153/, after the suppression of the 
rebellion of the Fitzgeralds, submitted to the king's commissioners, and accepted 
the title of Baron of Upper Ossory, conferred by patent, June 11th, 1541. 

Sir Barnaby Fitz-Patrick, the second Lord, who distinguished himself by his 
services in the field, was to much esteemed by Edward the Sixth, that he 
delighted in his society, and his Majesty was said to love none almost but him. 
He died in 1581, (23d Eliz.) and was succeeded by his brother Florence, third 
Lord} who left issue five sons and two daughters. 

Thady, fourth Lord of Upper Ossory, married Joan, daughter of Sir Edmund 
Butler, second son of James, Earl of Ormond, and had issue, Bryan, or 
Barnaby, fifth Lord, married Margaret, daughter of Walter, Earl of Ormond ; 
and was succeeded by his son, Bryan, sixth Lord, who took his seat in the 
House of Peers, March 16th, 1639. On the death of his successor, Bryan, 
seventh Lord of Upper Ossory, the title was determined, in 1/31, by a com- 
mittee of the House of Lords, to be extinct. 

Richard Fitz-Patrick, a descendant of John Fit* Patrick, second ion of Florence, toe third Baron, 
on account of his loyalty and terriers, had been created, 1715, Baron Gowran, of Gowran ; anil, in 
1718, married Anne, daughter and co-heires* of Sir John Robinson, of Fanning Woods, and by her 
had issue, John, his heir, second Lord Gowran, created, 1751, Earl of tipper Ossory, who married the 
Lady Evelyn Levcson, rldrsl daughter of John, Earl Cower, and left issue, John, Lord Gowran, 
second Earl of Upper Ossury ; Richard, a General in the army, and representative for the county of 
Bedford ; and two daughter*, Mary, murried to the Honourable Stephen Fox, eldest son of Henry, 
Lord Holland, who died, 1774, leaving issue three daughters, all deceased, and a son, Henry Richard 
the present Lord Holland, and Louisa, married to William, Karl of Khelhurne, first Marquis or Lans- 
downe. John, the sec.nd Earl, married Anne, daughter of Henry Lidded, Lord Ra»en«worth. At his 
decease, the tide of I'pper Ossory became n second time extinct, and he was succeeded in his estates 
hy his two daughters and co-heiresses, die Ladies Ann* and Gertrude, the present possessor* of 
Farming Woods. 
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THE SEAT OF 

SIR RICHARD BROOKE DE CAPELL BROOKE, BART. 



Great Oakley, which has been the residence of tbis ancient family for nearly 
four centuries, is situated about five miles from Kettering, not far distant from the 
confines of the counties of Leicester and Rutland, and within tha bounds of the 
royal forest of Rockingham. 

Iu Domesday Hook, Oakley is written Achelau; and in several curious deeds 
and early records, it appears to have been spelt differently in each successive reign; 
as Aclc, Akele, Mikcl Oclay, Mochel Oklcy, Magna Oykely, and, in the register 
of Pipwcll Abbey, which, in the reign of Henry VII. held lands of the family, it 
is called West Aclc. 

The Brookes, or Broke*, which latter was the way in which the name was 
formerly spelt, have possessed property in .Northamptonshire from very early 
periods; and as far back as Kdward I. Sir Roger de Broke, an ancestor of this 
family, possessed, in right of his wife, Agnes, daughter of Philip de Covele, the 
manors of Ravensthorp and Holdcnby ; the latter of which, in after-ages, became 
the splendid residence of the Lord Chancellor Hatton, and was, subsequently, both 
a prison and a palace for royalty. In the reign of Henry VI. they were Lords of 
the manors of Astwell, Fawcot, and Wappenham; and in that of Kdward IV. of 
Rushton and Great Oakley; and had estates at Bulwick. Henwick, Stanion, 
Newton, Weckley, and Little Oakley. William Broke, and John, his son, resided 
at Rushton, which afterwards passed into the hands of the Trcsham family. 

In the heraldic \isitulions are given the early descent of the present possessors 
of this seat from many of the principal families of Northamptonshire ; and through 
some of these they trace their desceut from our earliest monarchs. 

The present Baronet, on the paternal side, is also the lineal descendant of the 
very ancient family of De Capcll, the ancestor of whom, Philip de Capell, accom- 
panied Fitz-Stephen to Ireland, in the reign of Henry II.; and in consideration 
of his services at the conquest of the kingdom of Cork, had certain lauds granted 
to him. These lands, comprising the estates of Aghadoe, in that county, are, with 
the mansion, the remains of the ancient castle, iu the possession of the family at 
this day ; and have continued so ever since the grant was first made, a period of 
nearly "seven hundred years, the property being held by knight'* service, namely, 
the annual payment, at Easter, of a pair of spurs. 

The approach to Great Oakley is picturesque, only an occasional glimpse being caught of the old 
manor-house, peeping forth amidst deep masses of wood. Much hen; has been left to nature, and the 
few alterations that have been made in the grounds, of late years, harmouue with the rhurncter of the 
building. With rrgurd to the latter, the date of its erection is not precisely known : Bridge* states it 
to I* 1SS5; but, judging from its interior, as well as external architecture, an curlier period may bo 
assigned, at least to p*rl of it The interior, some years ago, underwent several alterations, to render it 
tuor, cuiuroodiuus. Amongst the family pictures, sonic of which are not without merit, is a portrait of 
Arthur Itroke, father of Sir Thomas Brooke. This Tcnerable gentleman, who is described in the 
family records as " Serjeant of Her Majesty's (Qaeen Elisabeth's) Hart hounds," is represented in his 
robes of office. He married Catherine, the eldest daughter of Sir Edward Watson, of Ri>ckin>;ham 
Castle, b) Dorothy, his wife, eldest daughter of Sir Edward Montagu, of Ruu^htun, Lord Chief Justice 
of England, ancestor of the noble families of Montagu, !s»nd«lcb, usd Manchester. 

At the distance of rather more than a mile from Great Oakley, and westward of the turnpike road 
from Ketterinc to Uppingham, is the site of Pipwell Abbey, formerly a convent of Cistercian monks; 
part of whose lands are now held by the Brooko famiiy, being granted at the dissolution. Nothing 
remains now of the building, except part of the foundations ; from the latter, which are of considerable 
extent, large quantities of freestone have been dug up for some years punt, and with w hich, different 
farm building* in the neighbourhood hare been erected, and occasionally coins, Sic. have been brought 
to light. The chief object of notice that has escaped the hand of time and mun, is a mound, picturesquely 
planted, where the ancient inmates of the monastery may probably have resorted, for the purpose of 
meditation and prayer. 

At Great Oakley is a spring, which, from time immemorial, has gone by the name of Monk's Well : 
its writer is remarkably pure and sparkling ; and its celebrity in former duys was sufficient to induce 
the monks of Pipwell to resort to it for the use of the Abbey. 
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THE SKAT OF 

SIR ROBERT GUNNING, BART. 



Hobton House is situated in the parish of Horton, about six miles south-east 
of Northampton. The mansion is a large handsome structure, with a fine front 
towards the east, and is seated in a park abounding with noble forest trees, and 
enlivened with a broad piece of water. 

The Manor of Horton anciently belonged to the family of Salusbury. Mary 
Salusbury married William, Lord Parr, uncle to Catherine Parr, the last Queen 
to Henry VIII. He was called to the House of Peers on the marriage of his 
niece, was appointed her chamberlain, and, during her regency, on the King's 
expedition to France, in 1544, had the respect shewn him to be named as a 
counsel to her majesty, occasionally to be called in. He died in 1548, and left 
four daughters, the eldest of whom conveyed this estate, by marriage, to 
Sir Ralph Lane. The Lanes kept it for some generations. On the death of 
Sir William Lane, it was found to be held of Sir Richard Chetwood, as of his 
manor of Woodhall, by the service of one knight's fee, suit of court, and the 
annual payment of 6s. towards the guard of Rockingham Castle. 

The estate passed from the Lanes to Sir Henry Montague, first Earl of Man- 
chester; and by descent fell to the late Earl of Halifax, whose daughter and 
heiress, Elizabeth, conveyed it, by marriage, to Viscount Hinchenbrooke, after- 
wards Earl of Sandwich, of whom it was purchased by the late Sir Robert 
Gunning, Bart., grandfather of the present proprietor. 

In Horton Church is a remarkably fine monument of William, Lord Parr, 
and others, of several of the Salusbury family. 
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THE SKAT OF 

LORD CHARLES FITZROY. 



Wickbn House is situated in the parish of Wicken, about three miles south- 
west of Stony Stratford : the ancient name of the parish was Wyke Dyve, and 
the estate formerly belonged to a family of the name of Dyve; from whom it 
passed to Mortimer, Earl of March, and afterwards to Sir Richard Wydville, 
who was fined £1000, temp, of Henry the Sixth, for marrying without the King's 
leave, and, the 6th of Edward the Fourth, was created Earl Rivers; from him the 
estate descended to Anthony Earl Rivers, and from him to Richard Earl Rivers 
his brother, the last of the male line of that family ; he died in 1400, and in his 
will ordered that there might be as much underwood sold in the woods of his 
manor of Grafton as would buy a bell to be a tenor to the bells then there, for a 
remembrance of the last of the blood. The estate of Wyke Dyve he left to 
Thomas, Marquis of Dorset, son-in-law of the first Earl Rivers, who gave it in 
exchange to Sir John Spencer, of Wormleighton, for certain lands at Bosworth, 
in Leicestershire. In the 3d of Henry the Eighth, a fine was levied between 
John Spencer, Esq. and Thomas, Marquis of Dorset, of the Manor of Wyke 
Dyve. In the 24th of the same reign, Sir William Spencer, his son and suc- 
cessor, died seized of it, and transmitted it to his posterity, with whom it con- 
tinued to the year 1716, when it was sold by Charles, Earl of Sunderland, to 
Charles Hosier, Esq. who much improved and enlarged the house, which was 
only a lodge when it came to his possession. The Park, which had been enclosed 
in the reign of Edward the First, was disparked by Robert, Earl of Sunderland, 
about 1650, and the deer sold to Sir Peter Temple of Stowe Bucks. 

The adjoining parish of Wyke Hamon was united in 1587 to Wicken, by 
petition of Lord Spencer to the Bishop of Peterborough, when the bells were 
brought to Wicken, and the whole re-cast with appropriate inscriptions upon 
each ; the fourth has the following : 

•' .-(Fotprr be Ut art tontrt into our. 
Vrt low Itir rhurrb rrrrbcD «onr. 
rtirrr bunurro tengbt teas aft&ro mart, 
flirt parti bn IHirktM patron* 6corr.' 
1619. 

Hie parsonage house was built in 1703 out of the ruins of Lord Spencer's seat. 

Wicken was annexed to the Honor of Grafton, which gives the title of Duke 
to the head of the Fitzroy family, in the 33d year of Henry VIII., and the pro- 
prietor does suit and serv ice to the Duke of Grafton's court, as chief lord of the 
manor. The estate is now the property of Sir Charles Mordaunt, Bart, to whom 
it came by his mother, Lady Mordaunt, daughter and co-heir of Thomas Prowse, 
of Axbridge, Esq. and who inherited it of her brother, George Prowse, Esq. who 
resided at Wicken House, and died about 1/60. 

HiB widow died at Fulham, in 1810, tut. 77; and in the north-east corner of 
the church-yard is an elegant sarcophagus, secured with iron rails, with an 
inscription to her memory. From her funeral sermon by the Rev. John Owen, M.A. 
the following quotation, describing her excellent character, has been extracted: — 

" Scarcely had she been made a wife, before she became ■ widow ; and derived, by inheritance, a 
property, which rendered her the independent mistress of a considerable domain, comprehending, with 
▼ery little exception, the tenantry and population of an entire parish. It was a love of mercy which 
led her to select, for her own use, the services of those wlimn other* would hare rejected, and to give 
offices in her establishment to those rictims of infirmity, whom almost every one else would have been 
an willing to employ. It resulted from this principle, that her lawn* were mown, her fields were cul- 
tivated, her garden was dressed, by those whom time had superannuated, or misfortune had crippled ; 
and who, but for such provident kindness, must have bung upon society us pensioner*, or infested it 
a* beggar*." 

Lord Charles Fitzroy, who now resides at Wicken, is brother to the Duke of 
Grafton, and a general' in the army. 
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ftirijg Hall, jlortta mytonffWrt ; 

TIIK SEAT Of 
THE RT. HON. GEORGE WILLIAM FINCH HATTON, 

EARL OF W1NCHILSEA AND NOTTINGHAM. 



Kirbt Hall is a magnificent pile of building-, deriving interest as well from the splen- 
did peculiarity of its structure, as from its having been founded by Sir Christopher 
Hatton, K, G., a conspicuous character in the reign of Elizabeth, and also, at a subsequent 
period, from having additions, in a superb character, by the hand of Inigo Jones, the 
leading architect in the reign of Charles I. 

The Mansion appears to have been originally erected b the year 1572, the date of 
1590 also appears on the stables, so that it may be supposed to have occupied the atten- 
tion of its founder until near the time of his death. The building is so large as to con- 
tain two Courts, or Quadrangles, each displaying much grandeur in the architecture of 
the fronts. Plate I. represents the North Front within the first Court, which is divided 
into three principal compartments : the centre, the most conspicuous, is rusticated, and 
contains an archway with niches on the sides, over which is a semicircular-headed win- 
dow, surmounted by the arms of Hatton, and opening upon a gallery supported by con- 
soles ; above this is three windows with plain architrave, balustrades, and a cupola. The 
liue of building extending on each side of the centre division, contains four windows in 
each story, with a bold cornice and balustrades; the end divisions of the front terminate 
with circular windows finished with scrolls, pediments, and balls. The other three fronts 
of the first court retain their primeval forms, partly covered with ivy. 

Plate II. is a view of the North front of the second, or inner court, the centre of which 
is divided into three stories, the two lowermost by Inigo Jones in his best manner, and 
the third story in the original style of the whole mansion. On each side of the arched 
entrance are double-fluted Ionic pilasters, with an enriched frieze and entablature, an 
arched window over it opens upon a Gallery supported by consoles, and has pilasters with 
a semicircular pediment broken in the centre, and enclosing a bracket for a bust, with 
the date 1638. The third story contains the motto and date, Je Seray, 1572, Loval. 
On the eastern side of this court is situated the Great Hall, which is large and curious, 
being forty-six feet in length, by twenty-two feet and a half in width ; the height, to the 
top of the side walls, is twenty-eight feet ; at the east end is a music gallery, and the 
north side is lighted by three very large windows : the ancient oak roof has been painted. 
The several chambers range round the Quadrangle, which is one hundred and forty-one 
feet by one hundred and one, including the Porch leading to the Hall ; at the other end 
is an Arcade, with seven openings under the Chapel, seventy-five by fourteen feet. The 
outer Court is one hundred and fifty-eight feet by one hundred and thirty. A grand 
Gallery in one of the wings is one hundred and sixty-two feet in length, and eighteen 
feet in width ; the remaining part of the wing occupies one hundred and sixteen feet. 
The Mansion is wholly constructed of stone. 

The family of Hatton is represented to be descended from Iron, a nobleman of Nor- 
mandy, whose sixth son, Wolfaith, obtained the manor of Hatton, near Waverham in 
Cheshire, by grant, from Hugh Lupus, Earl of Chester, in which lordship he was suc- 
ceeded by his son and heir, William, who, according to a pedigree certified by Dethick, 
Garter King at Arms in 1590, and which is now in possession of the noble proprietor, 
was ancestor to William Hatton, Esq., of Holdenbv, the father of Sir Christopher 
Hatton, K. G., the founder of Kirby Hall, and lineal ancestor of the present Earl of 
Winchilsea, &c. Sir Christopher Hatton was at first one of the Gentlemen Pensioners 
to Queen Elizabeth, then Gentleman of the Privy Chamber, and next Captain of the 
Guard. The Queen, it is said, took notice of him for the comeliness of his person, and 
his graceful dancing at a masque at court, but afterwards employed him for his great 
abilities. He was advanced to be her majesty's Vice-Chamberlain, one of the Privy 
Council, and at length Lord Chancellor, April 29th, 1.587, and was installed a Knight of 
the Garter, May 23d, 1588. " He had a large proportion of gifts and endowments; his 
features, his gait, his carriage, and his prudence, strove to set him off. Every thing he 
did was so exactly ^ust and discreet, and what he spoke so weighty, that he was chosen 
to keep the Queen s conscience as her Chancellor, and to express her sense as her 
Speaker. The courtiers that envied the last capacity were forced bv his power to own 
themselves in an error, and the Serjeant* that refused' to plead before him at first could 
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not, at length, but own hi* great abilities. His place was above his law, but not abore 
his parts, which were so very pregnant and comprehensive, that he could command other 
men's parts to as good purpose as his own. His station was great, but his humility was 
greater, giving an easy access to all addresses. He was so just, that his sentence was a 
law to the subject ; and so wise, that his opinion was an oracle to the Queen." 

He died a bachelor, 20th September, 1591, and was buried in St. Paul's Cathedral, 
where a handsome monument was erected to his memory, by his nephew, Sir William 
Newport; over it was a shield of arms within the garter with the following quarterings, 
illustrative of his descent. 1. Azure, a chevron between three garbs, or, Halt on. 
2. Barry bendy, lozengy, argent, and gules, Crispin. 3. Argent, a cross patonci 
between four martlets, gules, Golborue. 4. Argent, an eagle displayed, table, Bryn. 
5, Argent, on a bend sable, three covered cups, of the field, Rixton. 6, Sable, a cross 
engrailed, ermine, Hal lorn. 7. Or, a saltier, sable, Hellesby. 8. Sable, a fesse 
humette, argent, Bostock. 9. Azure, five cinnue foils in cross, argent, Holdenby. 10. 
Argent, three bendlets, and upon a canton, sable, a castle triple-towered, of the field, 
De la Carville. 11. Argent, on a chief gules, three fieurs de lis, or, Washingley. 12. 
Ermine, on a fess, azure, three crosses moline, or, Mortimer of Grcndon. 

Sir Christopher Hatton adopted Sir William Newport, his nephew, son of his sister, 
Dorothy Hatton, by John Newport, E*q, of Harringham, in Warwickshire, for his heir, 
who thereupon took the name of Hatton ; but dying without male issue, this estate 
devolved upon Sir Christopher Hatton, K. B., son and heir of John, son of John Hatton, 
Esq., of Gravesend, uncle of Sir Christopher Hatton, K. G., Lord Chancellor; which 
Sir Christopher Hatton was made a Knight of the Bath at the coronation of James I., 
and died in the year 1619, leaving by Alice, daughter of Thomas Fanshaw, Esq., of 
Ware Park, a son, Christopher, who was created a Knight of the Bath at the coronation 
of Charles I. and attaching himself closely to the interest of his majesty, was created Lord 
Hatton, of Kirby, and on the Restoration was constituted Governor of Guernsey, and 
sworn of the Privy Council. He was a learned peer, and has obtained mention in 
Walpole's " Catalogue of Noble Authors," as having written " Pious Meditations on the 
Psalms of David ;" moreover his memory is to be honoured for the assistance he gave to 
Sir William Dugdale in his works, and preserving the inscriptions on the monuments in 
most of the cathedrals in the kingdom ; the drawings of which, at his own charge, were 
depicted in two folio volumes. He died in the year 1670, and was buried in Westmin- 
ster Abbey. His lady was Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Sir C. Mantague, younger 
brother of Henry, Earl of Manchester, by whom he had two sons, Christopher and Charles. 

Christopher, second Lord Hatton of Kirby, is recorded in history for his singular 
escape with life while in his government of Guernsey ; for being, in 1672, with his 
family at Cornet Castle, the powder magazine was struck at midnight by lightning, when 
his lordship, being in his bed, was blown out of the window, and lay for some time on 
the walls of the castle without harm. His lady and several of her attendants perished : 
but one of his children was found the next day alive, and sleeping in its cradle, under a 
beam. In 1682, in consideration of his services and fidelity, his Lordship was advanced 
to the title of Viscount Hatton, of Grctton, by King Charles II., and on the accession of 
King William was appointed Custos Rotulorum of this county : his third wife was 
Elizabeth, daughter and co-heiress of Peter Haslewood, Esq., of Maid well, by whom he 
had William, his successor in 1706. 

William, second Viscount Hatton, died in 1762, unmarried, and no issue male 
remaining from any other branch of the familv, the titles of Viscount and Lord Hatton 
became extinct ; but by Cecilia, daughter of John, Earl of Thanet, the first wife of 
Christopher, Viscount Hatton, he had issue Anne, wife of Daniel Finch, Earl of Notting- 
ham, by whom she had a numerous family. The Honourable Edward Finch, a younger 
son, took the name of Hatton, and was the direct ancestor of the present Earl of Win- 
chilsea and Nottingham, whose descent from the family of Finch is related in our account 
of Eastwell Place, in Kent, another seat of his Lordship, who acceded to the title in 
1826, upon the death of the late Earl of Winchilsea. Kirby Hull is situated in Corby 
Hundred, about nine miles north-west of Oundle, partly in the parish of Bulwick, and 
partly in the parish of Gretton, the church of the latter contains several monuments to 
the memory of members of the family of Hatton. Bulwick church is about a mile and 
a half north-east of Kirby. 

A portrait of Sir Christopher Hatton, K. G., Lord Chancellor, is preserved at Ditchley, 
in Oxfordshire, and a portrait of Christopher, Viscount Hatton, is in the Library at 
Burley-on-the-Hill, in Rutlandshire. 
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THE SEAT Or 

GEORGE FREKE EVANS, ESQ. 



At a very early period of history this Manor and Estate was the property of 
the baronial family of D'Engainc, who are supposed to have derived their 
-name from the omce of chief engineer, held by Richard, under William the 
Conqueror, and from this family it has lineally descended to the present 
possessor. 

Laxton Hall is a large and handsome building, situated within the limits of 
Rockingham Forest, between Bulwick and Fineshade, on the left hand of the 
road leading from Kettering to Stamford, at the distance of about eight miles 
t»outh-wc8t from the latter town. On the north and west it is bounded by 
Wakerlcv, Harringworth, and Dccnc Park, the seat of the Earl of Cardigan. 

The House, which is both elegant and commodious, containing many spacious 
apartments, was built by the present proprietor, partly after a design by 
J. H. Repton and son. The North Front, shewn in our plate, displays a nand- 
Kome and chaste specimen of the Ionic order, with a noble portico, of sufficient 
projection to admit carriages. The Entrance Hall, or vestibule, erected after a 
design by Dance ; is nearly square, but rises in a spherical ceiling, termi- 
nated by a circular Louvre, or lantern, of elegant design. At the end is a very 
handsome Ionic corridor, communicating with the various chambers. From 
the Hall of Entrance, on the right, is the Music-room, thirty-eight feet by 
twenty-four, in which is a very fine organ, built by Green ; on the left is the 
Drawing-room, of nearly similar dimensions. From the principal Staircase 
you enter the south Drawing-room, not a large, but a most comfortable and 
elegant apartment. The Library, which occupies the centre of the South 
Front, is sixty feet in length, divided into three compartments ; it contains a 
valuable collection of books, selected with great care and expense. The win- 
dows are constructed after the French plan ; they open upon a handsome stone 
Terrace, which extends along the whole of the South Front ; from the Terrace 
is a descent to the Flower Garden and Pleasure Grounds. AH the windows of 
the principal floor are glazed with plate glass. 

The West Drawing-room, thirty-six feet long, at present furnished rather as 
a Museum than a dwelling room, contains, besides many valuable pictures, a 
very- curious collection of conchology. 

The parish of Laxton is peculiarly circumstanced as to its ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction ; it is exempt from episcopal authority, and the appointment of the 
minister rests with the proprietor, who is the lay-rector: he has built a 
handsome Parsonage at his own expense, and allows the minister a liberal 
stipend. The village has also been entirely rebuilt, with every attention to the 
comfort of the inhabitants, as well as the picturesque appearance of the cottages. 
The School House, a little detached from the village, was designed by Repton ; 
it is a handsome building in the pointed style ; here all the children of the 
parish, between the ages of 6ix and thirteen, are taught reading, writing, and 
plain work, and are all clothed at Lady Carbery's expense. 

The Church, dedicated to All Saints, is situated on a rising ground above the 
vil age, to the 6outh-wcst of the House : its appearance at present does not 
well accord with the other improvements in the parish, but it is intended to be 
immediately rebuilt; when this is accomplished, the state of the parish will 
be complete, and will altogether exhibit, for its extent, one of the most perfect 
domains iu the kingdom. 

On this and the adjoining property, there have been planted, within these 
few yeare, above half a million of forest-trees, and certainly nothing can 
surpass the flourishing state of the plantations and woods. 
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THE RESIDENCE OP 

MRS. B. BOTFIELD. 



Norton Hall is situated two miles N. £. of Daventry, in the midst of a district 
raroly exceeded in fertility; the remarkable richness of the soil, yielding abundant 
crops of herbage, for the depasturing of cattle; the deep red oxen of Devon, the 
black of South Wales, the whitefaced Hereford, and the little Scotch bullocks, 
here luxuriate together, and fatten for the market of the metropolis. The surface 
of the country is elevated and depressed into agreeable undulations, often assuming 
beautiful forms, and disposed in large enclosures, not unadorned with thriving 
hedge-row timber, and occasionally clumps, provincially, as in Leicestershire, 
termed Spinnies. 

The surrounding estates arc extensive and ancient proprietaries. Norton has 
been a manorial residence for many ages, and in regular succession from the Con- 
quest, may be traced the descents of its lordships. 

In 1808, the late Mr. Botfield completed various additions and improvements to 
Norton Hall, which render it, though curtailed of its ancient extent and splendour, 
both handsome and commodious. The principal fronts are pinnacled and embat- 
tled, and the chief entrance, on the east, is through a cloister of live pointed arches, 
the spandrils springing from buttresses, the arcade surmounted by an embattled 
parapet, is shewn in the annexed view from the south-east, 

This Cloister, decorated with green-house* plants, conducts to an elegant brilliant 
Hall, the columns and chimney-piece of which exhibit curious specimens of Shrop- 
shire marble : the double stone Staircase is lighted from above by richly coloured 
stained glass, of a scroll pattern : the Apartments are furnished in modern taste and 
singular elegance : the Gardens, Offices, and Appendages, correspond. 

The Roman Military Way, the Watling-street, passes through this domain ; and 
nearly contiguous to it, in an enclosure called Great Sliawney, in 1814, was dis- 
covered by some labourers digging a trench, a human skeleton, by whose side lay 
a considerable number of copper coins, chiefly those of the Emperor Constantine. 

In natural productions, the gravel-pits of this neighbourhood abound, as fossil 
shells, entrochi, belemnitis, thunder-stones, cornu ammonis, snake-stones of mode- 
rate dimensions, and hodu (lints. The botanist will observe with pleasure that rare 
plant, the tambvevt ebuliu, dwarf-elder, or dane-wort, flourishing on the verdant 
sides of the Watling-street, and the eryngium campestre, eryngo, not far from the 
Dial House, nearly opposite to Brock Hall. On the reservoir of the Grand 
Junction Canal is sometimes shot the beautiful crested grebe, and other uncommon 
water-fowl. 

But, perhaps, no object within a short walk will be found more generally inte- 
resting than Burrow Hill, a commanding eminence, not less worthy of regard for 
its fine prospects, and the conduit which thence supplies Daventry with water, than 
celebrated for its extensive double entrenchments, portions of which remained 
tolerably perfect, till lately nearly levelled by repeated ploughing. This has been 
a military station, both in ancient and modern times ; a few sepulchral tumuli may 
still be traced: unequivocal Roman vestiges have there been observed, though the 
form of the camp may have been in some degree altered during the subsequent 
occupation of the Saxons, or rather Danes : ana from this position, in Jane, 1045, 
the Royal army advanced upon the fatal field of Naseby. 

During the autumn of 1823, examinations of the Burrow Hill were continued 
for several successive days, under the superintendence of Mr. George Baker, the 
historian of Northamptonshire. At the first point, called the Norton Corner, 
Roman tiles and walls, possibly the vestiges of a Prajtorium, were exposed to view, 
and, at the distance of a few hundred yards, a line of about a dozen barrows waa 
distinctly traced ; several of these tumuli were opened, when their contents proved 
to be funeral urns of elegant proportion, composed of clay, slightly, if at all baked, 
a lachrymatory, and some beads. 
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THE 8 RAT OF 

THE HON. MRS. COCKAYNE MEDLYCOTT. 



Rcshtok Hall stands about three miles north-east from Kettering, on ground gently 
rising above the I&e, a small stream which waters the Park, and is crossed by a bridge of 
two arches. This ancient, splendid, and very curious Mansion was commenced by Sir 
Thomas Trcsham, who, daring the visit made by Queen Elizabeth to the Earl of Leicester 
received the honour of Knighthood at Kenilworth. The family of Trcsham appear to 
have first possessed Rush ton in the 16th year of the reign of Henry VI. the estate having 
not very long afterwards become forfeited to the Crown, in consequence of the attainder 
of the first Sir Thomas Tresham, who was beheaded at the commencement of the reign of 
Edward IV. 

The property was, however, subsequently restored to the family, which during the illus- 
trious reign of Elizabeth, seems to have attained the height of it* greatness, possessing 
large estates, several residences, and had become connected with the principal families of 
the county, whose armorial bearings may still be seen upon the Market House at Roth- 
well, an unfinished monument, among others, of the taste which Sir Thomas Tresham 
evinced in architecture. The succeeding reign worked a melancholy change in the for- 
tunes of this family : their extensive possessions were again confiscated, and the head of 
it, being attainted, was confined, and died in the Tower. The cause of this was the 
memorable Gunpowder Plot, the downfal of several other families, and in which Francis 
Tresham Esq., the son of Sir Thomas Tresham, was deeply implicated. This gentleman 
was, notwithstanding, the cause of its discovery, and from his hand proceeded the well- 
known letter, addressed as an anonymous warning to the Lord Monteagle, who had mar- 
ried Elizabeth Tresham, his sister. The manor and estates of Rushton now passed into 
the hands of Sir William Cockayne, and his descendants have resided here from the 
year 1619. 

Few families in the kingdom have such well-founded claims to antiquity as that of the 
Cockaynes, who during the reign of Henry I., and for several centuries, were seated at 
Ashborn Hall, in Derbyshire. 

It would be tedious to enumerate the different descents, or the early alliances made by 
this ancient family, which have connected it with the most illustrious blood of the king- 
dom. Sir William Cockayne, the first possessor of Rushton, married Mary, daughter of 
Richard Morris, Esq., afterwards Countess of Dover, and had issue: — 1. Charles Cock- 
ayne, Esq., of Rushton Hall, shcrifT of this county in 1635, created Baron and Viscount 
Cullen, in 1642, who married Mary, daughter and coheiress of Henry O'Bryan, fifth Earl 
of Thomond, descended from the ancient kings of Ireland. — 2. William, who died without 
issue. — 3. Mary, who married Charles Howard, Earl of Nottingham.— 4. Ann, who 
married Sir Hat ton Fermor. — 6. Martha, married, first, to John, Earl of Holdernesse ; 
and, secondly, to Montague, Earl of Lindsey. — 6. Elizabeth, married, first, to Thomas, 
Viscount Fanshaw; and, secondly, to Sir Thomas Rich, Bart, of Sunning in Berkshire.— 
7. Abigail, married to John, Viscount Rochford, son of the Earl of Dover. — 8. Jane, 
married to James Sheffield, son of Edmund, Earl of Mulgrave. 

Bryan, second Viscount Cullen, married Elizabeth, daughter and heiress of Sir Francis 
Trentham, of Rosseter and Henigham Castles. 

Charles, third Viscount Cullen, married Catherine, fifth daughter of William, Lord 
Willonghby of Parham, descended from Edmund, Earl of Lancaster, and Blanche, Queen 
of Castile. 

Charles, fourth Viscount Cullen, married Ann. daughter of Borlase Warren, of Staple- 
ford, a family of high antiquity, lineally descended from the Earls of Warren and Surry. 

Charles, fifth Viscount Cullen, married, first, Ann, daughter of John Borlase Warren, 
of Staplcford ; and, secondly, Sophia, daughter of John Baxter, Esq. 

Borlase, sixth Viscount Cullen, died in 1810, without issue, when the title became 
extinct, the estates remaining in possession of the coheiresses of the Honourable William 
Cockayne, who died before his brother, the last Viscount. 
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Hie Honourable William Cockayne married Barbara, youngest daughter of George 
Rill, Esq. of Roth well, for thirty-five years his Majesty s ancient Sergeant at Law, a 
lineal descendant of the Hills, of Hounsden, Somersetshire, settled there in the reipn of 
Edward III.; and whose extraordinary talents, unrivalled in the profession to which he 
U-longed, are too well known to need any comment here. 

Rushton Hail remains nearly in its original state ; time has but imparted iu mellow 
hoe to this fine old building, which, having been erected at the precise period of the first 
introduction of Roman architecture, exhibits great peculiarity of style, neither Gothic 
nor Roman prevailing. In the plan, the order of monastic dwellings has been preferred, 
the House and Offices surrounding three sides of a quadrangular Court, and having in 
front toward the East a Doric Screen, over which the enriched gables of the early domestic 
style are seen, crowned with finials, fashioned after the Italian taste, like obelisks. So 
mixed, indeed, are the architectural ornaments of the Classic and Gothic eras, that 
Rushton Hall might well be taken as a text, if we were disposed to dilate upon the apparent 
absurdity of the combination : but the singularly picturesque effect produced by the 
variety of form exhibited in the grotesque decorations, the numerous broken lines of the 
building, with its spiral terminations, assisted by the beautiful grey tints of the moss- 
covered stone ; may redeem the absence of correct taste, and plead powerfully in favour 
of its preservation ; for we dare to doubt, even in a building of the same magnitude, 
whether a more imposing appearance would be gained by a strict adherence to the purest 
Grecian model, in the construction of a gentleman's residence in this country. The 
earliest date upon the exterior of the edifice is 1595, a little previously to the period of 
the erection or Audlcy End, in Essex : the model of which latter building is said to have 
been procured from Italv. With regard to Rushton Hall, however, the foundation was 
certainly earlier than the above date, and the designs were probably furnished by Sir 
Thomas Tresham himself, which is inferred from his acknowledged taste and delight m 
the study of architecture. From other dates upon the building, 1621, 1627, 1629, and 
1630, the edifice seems to have been carried on and finished by the Cockayne family, 
whose armorial bearings are intermixed with those of the Treshams in different parts of 
the mansion. 

Our Plate presents a view of the principal Front. The Screen upon this Front is of 
the Doric order, but widely differing from the examples of Greece. A new scale had 
been invented by San Galfo, a Florentine architect, which at the period of the building 
of Rushton Half, was adopted generally : the engaged columns of the Screen stand upon 
pedestals, and support an enriched entablature, over which is a balustrade, surmounted 
by vases. In the centre of the front is a grand arch of entrance, between the two 
columns, on each side of which, are niches containing statues of armed knights. The 
arch is crowned by a reclining figure of Plenty, with the cornucopia. Upon the wings 
or extremities of the Mansion, at the ends of the Screen, are very large oriel windows, of 
two stories in height, shewing each twelve lights in front, and four on the returns, sur- 
mounted by a curious open-work parapet of elaborate workmanship. On each of the 
fronts towards the Court are three gable terminations ; these are plain, except the centre, 
which rises over the principal door- way, and, like those upon the ends, takes the form of 
the cyma ; all of them, however, are embellished with rich mouldings and obelisks in the 
manner of the ancient finials. 

The most carious, and undoubtedly the most ancient part of the building, is a small 
Oratory, leading from the Great Staircase, containing a representation, in basso relievo, of 
the Crucifixion, composed of numerous figures, and a Latin inscription in gilt characters. 
The date 1577 appears above it, and underneath are tlte arms and motto of the Tresham 
family, vi2. Sable, six trefoils slipped or, between two /launches argent. 

The Wilderness was originally planted by Sir William Cockayne with hornbeam hedges, 
in the form of a great cross, each quarter being laid out in bowers, labyrinths, dec. 
according to the fantastic fashion of the times. The hedges, said to have been the highest 
in England, were cut down in the year 1785, when the formal walks were demolished, 
and others made: the Wilderness, in iu present state, was laid out with considerable taste 
by the Honourable William Cockayne. 

Amidst these delightful shades, Dryden, who enjoyed the friendship of Bryan, the 
second Viscount Cullcn, passed much of his time. It was here that he is said to have 
written the Hind and Panther, published in 1687, and other poems; and in one of the 
walks isinun erected to his memory. 
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